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Today is Apr il 2, 1990, and it i s a beau tiful sunny morni ng at the 
Outri gge r Ca noe Clu b. I am Ward Russe l l, a membe r of the Club' s 
Hi s t o rica l Committee. This committee has, for a long time, been en­
gaged in a program of interviewi ng o l d-time members and empl oyees. 
Today it i s my pleasure to In t erview Ruby Yabiku , the Club 1 s senior 
clerk. 

JWR: Good morning, Ruby. 

RY : Good mo rning, Mr. Russe ll . 

JWR : Are you ready for th i s interview? 

RY: I hope so. 

JW R: Good. OK, tell me Ruby, whe n were you born? 

RY : I was bo rn May 28, 1925 i n Honolulu. 

JWR : In Honolulu. Are you marr ied? 

RY: Mar ri ed to Edward S. Yabiku, and have one son Wayne Yabiku, married 
to Sue K. Yabiku, two grandsons, Christopher Yabiku, nine yea r s old, 
and Jonatha n Yabiku, fi ve years o ld . 

J WR: You jus t have the one son, Wayne? 

RY: Yes. 

JWR: What does your husband do? 

RY : My husband i s deceased now. He died on Kuh io Day - March 26, 1975. 
He was al so employed at the Outrigger Canoe Cl ub as a storeroom 
c lerk from 1959 to 1964 . 

JWR: That wou ld make it 15 years . 

RY: 15 years. 

JWR : Yes, I remember. Te ll me about your family background . Were your 
fo lks born i n Hawa ii? 

RY : My pa rents a rrived from Ni igata, Japan. My father was a carpenter 
and my mother a homemake r . We were a fam i ly of eigh t , s ix sons 
and two daughters. 
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Three brothers and one s i ster deceased. 

JWR: The n you have t hree more brothe rs a nd one other siste r . 

RY: No , we have • • • count i ng myse lf . 

JWR: Counting yourse l f. Then you have t hree brothers now . Are they 
a ll he re i n Hono lul u . 

RY : Yes . 

JWR: All wo r k i ng? 

RY: No. Some have r et ired. 

JWR: Te ll me a li ttle bi t about your schoo li ng. 

RY : I was educa ted at Liholiho Schoo l , ltliuokalani, Kaimu ki Inter­
me di a t e, McK inl ey High School and Ga l us ha Bus i ness Schoo l . 

JWR: What yea r we re you a t McKi n l ey? 

RY: I was g radua t ed in 19 43. 

JWR: During t he war . 

RY: Yes. I t was exc i ting years, dur i ng the wa r, and v1e cou l dn 't have 
anyt hi ng t ha t we wanted . In fact our se ni o r prom was he ld at the 
Church of Ch ri st and we couldn ' t have any white gowns or anyt h i ng 
1 ike t hat. 

JWR : Thi s was t he first two years. 

RY : Yes . 

JWR; Was your fat he r st i l l a l ive t hen? 

RY: My fa t her passed away in 19 45 . 

JWR: In 19 45, sho rtl y after you g raduated f rom h ig h schoo l ? 

RY: Yes, and mot he r passed away ln 1963. 

RY: J ust pr ior t o mov ing to the new Cl ub. 

JWR: That's r i ght. Ga l usha Business Schoo l - I remember Galusha Bu s iness 
Schoo 1. 

RY: Yes, that was downtown on King Street . 
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JWR : That •s r i ght, and what did you do a f ter you fini shed business 
schoo l? 

RY: Whi l e attend i ng bu s iness school , I was also employed a t a CPA 
f inn. 

JW R: You mean you we r e attending bus iness school whi l e wor king fo r 
the CPA firm. 

RY: Yes , the bu s iness school sen t me to the CPA firm . After 
gra dua t ing f rom bus ine s s school in 1945 I went to wo rk for 
the USO wh ic h was l ocated on Bere t an ia St reet in t he o ld Von 
Hamm Young (Schuman n Carri age ) bui lding . I was there for a 
short whil e until I v1as of fe red a job with the Vete rans Ad­
min i s tration Off ice. 

JW R: I see. 

RY : The Veterans Administration Off ice was then l ocated i n a 
tempora ry Quonset building on the g round s of t he Capitol. 
After whi ch we moved to Bet he l Stree t. I l e ft the Vetera ns 
Adminis tr a tion in 1948 when I got ma rri e d . I the n worked for 
the Federa l Gove rnment as a clerk-typist a t Fort Ruger until 
my son was bor n i n 1950 . I took t ime out to raise my boy 
un ti 1 1953 when I went to work fo r Kirby Va cuum Cleaner s . 
Aft e r t ha t I came to the Outrigger Canoe Club. 

JWR: What yea r was tha t when you joi ned t he Ou t ri gge r ? 

RY: July 28, 1955 . 

JWR: 1 55- thirty four years • .... 

RY : 35 year s in July. 

JWR: Who we re some of the emp loyees t hat you worked with when you 
came t o the Outrig ger? 

RY: l star t ed to work with Eva Pomroy and Mal i a Lutz, as a recept ionist. 

JWR: Eva a nd Ma li a ... As I remember , didn 1 t Mal ia work unt i1 s he was over 
80? 

RY : Yes . Ma l ia Lutz, yes . 

JWR : Tha t was aga inst the law! 

RY: At the ti me, yes, it. was . (Laughter). She v1an t ed to con t inue to 
work. She was a love ly lady. 

JWR: I know . It was a tough dec i sion for us to make because we knew 
s he wanted to continue, ye;t . at the same time we we re break ing t he 
law. ! ~va s on the Board at t hat t ime - J remember that. 
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JWR: What el se did you do? 

RY : I was t ransferred to the Beach Shop, wo r king with some of the beach 
boys . 

JWR: Can you reca ll some of them? 

RY: Steamboat, Steamboat, J r ., Curl ey Cornwel l, Nappy Napoleon, George 
Downing, Turkey Love, Rabb it Ke ka i, Ph ilip Ka a lhue, Harry Robe ll o 
a nd Blue Mak ua, J r. 

JWR: Oh, the beachboys -wasn't thi s about the time of t he begi nning o f 
the Wai kiki Beach Patrol ? 

RY: Yes , I think so . 

JWR: Sal ly Ha l e • •.. • 

RY: Sa ll y Hale wa s wo r king under the Outrigge r Canoe Club . 

JWR : Yes . 

RY: He \vas captain, I guess. 

JWR: Yes, he was the f i rst capta in of t he Beach Patro l . Well, how long 
d id you wo r k i n the Beac h Shop? 

RY : It was just about a year or- so, I don't qu ite remembe r, I think i t 
was about a year or so . 

JWR: That was good f un ? 

RY : Oh, yes. Yes, It was f un. Ge t t ing to know al l the beachboys. Of 
course, t he Beach Shop was not as b ig as it i s now. I t was inside , 
but i t was interesti ng. 

JWR: When were you on the beach? 

RY: I wou l d say .•. ' 57, around then. 

JWR : Those were content ious t imes . As I remembe r -about that time 
the beachboys ' g r oup f rom the Ree f Hote l tr ied to take ove r the 
ope rat ions of t he beach in front of the Royal Hawaiian. 

RY: Ye.s , yes . I think Ji mmy Hakuole was a t the Roya l Hawaiian. 

JWR: Yes , Jimmy Ha kuole • •• . • 

RY: He was evicted. 

JWR: J immy and . •. Chi ck. 

RY: Chick, yes. 

J WR : Fortunate l y t he takeover was shor t-J i ved. 
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JW R: OK. Le t' s see. After the Beach Shop, what did you do? 

RY: I was transfer red to the Bu siness Office under the s upe r v i s ion of 
Char les Hee . 

JWR : What ' s you r present position? 

RY : Right now I am a senior clerk ta ki ng care of memberships, cor­
respondence, typing f inanci a l statements, sending out s t a t ement s 
for the ads and typ ing up c hec ks ; in charge o f i ss u i n9 the 
lockers t o the membe rs ; ordering a ll offi ce supp li es; t aking 
care of the cha nge of addresses o f the members - and I go t to 
learn some compute r work under t he s upervi sion of Go rdon Smi t h. 

JWR: You've wo r ked unde r a group of managers - do you remembe r some of 
the manager s you have worked for? 

RY: Yes, I have wo rked under eight ma nagers. 

JW R: Eight manage r s . . . .. 

RY: Mr. Bill Kane (1955-1956), Mr. Ted Magi l l ( 1956-1957), ~1r . J ake 
Tudor ( 1958-1961), Mr. Jarl (1962), Mr . Don Ross (1962-1964), 
Mr. Peter VanDorn (1964-1971), Mr . No rman Ri e de ( 1972-1 979), 
Mr. Ra ymond Ludwig (1979 to present). 

J WR : From 1955 to 1990- thirty-fi ve years . Oh, we ' ve had some color­
fu l manage r s. I can remembe r Bi 11 Kane , he ha d a l ittle dri nk ing 
prob lem. 

RY : He d id tha t - a lways drinki ng whe n he came to t he Club wi th alcoho l 
on his breath. (Laugh) . 

JWR : What hap pened to Bill? 

RY : l think he passed away . 

JWR: Do you know how l ong he was with us? 

RY: I t hink i t wa s about a year . 

JWR : Ted Magill, nex t on yo ur li s t: . Ted was manager for quite some 
tirne , wasn't he? 

RY: Yes, he was there before my time and t hen he came back i n ' 56 a nd 
'57, and Mr. Tudor was 1958 to 1961. Mr . J ar! was j ust hired in 
1962 and he wa s j ust the re for a s hort peri od. 

JWR : Tha t was when we transferred to the new Club, was n't it? 

RY: Yes, he had another job offer so he took that other job i nstead . 
He was work ing for us for a bout t hree months or so, I guess. 
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JWR: Let ' s see, that wou ld have been '62, yeah. Didn ' t he he lp i n t he 
move from t he Ol d to t he New Club? 

RY : Yes, he d id some of that too , yes. 

The n there was Do n Ross , 1962-64 . Mr . Ross came here a t the new 
Club and he wo r ked for a s ho r t whi le. Then we had Mr . Van Darn, 
1964-1971 . 

JWR : Wa s he he re for seven yea r s? 

RY: Yes. He was he re fo r qui te a wh i l e because he loved Hawa i i and 
working at the Clu b. Af ter ' 71 he transferred to San Francisco, 
I thin k •• .. . 

JWR: That' s right. 

RY : .. . •• a nd he ' s work ing t he re at the Ho l iday Inn. 

JWR : Holiday Inn. A numbe r of our membe rs have reported s tayi ng wit h 
hi m. 

RY: Hembe r s going t here a r e we l l taken care of - he's happy to see them. 

JWR : I wish I' d remembe re d tha t beca use 
d i ff icu l t t ime get ting rese rvat ion s. 
know? 

RY: I don ' t know which one. 

was in San Franc i sco hav ing a 
Wh ich Ho l iday In n, do you 

JW R: The r e ' s one downtown on 8th Street. 1 1 11 have to c heck t he ot ht~rs 
and remember t hat when I go to San Franci sco. 

Norman Ri ede • • •.• 

RY: Mr. Riede was 1972 to 1979 a nd i s present l y on the Ma i n la nd . . . and, 
Mr . ludwi g, 1979 to the present . 

JWR: '79 to ... t hat ' s .. . 

RY: Tha t' s a lon g time. 

JWR: Ray ' s been he re a lmos t the longest of any of these men. 

RY: Yes. We ll, he was appo in ted as manage r in 1979. He was emp loyed 
as a sto reroom c le rk pr ior to t ha t. 

JWR : Ray was the storeroom cl e rk prior to that? 

RY : Yes, he first sta rte d as a sto re room c lerk. 

JWR : My, goodness ! I' d fo rgotten t h <~t. Thi s is the firs t rnana9er· ia l 
pos i ti on he ha s eve r had then, i s n 1 t i t-? 



occ 35-7 

RY: I t h in k so. 

JWR : Te l l me t hi s Ruby ~ of a l l these managers, was t he re any one tha t 
was yo ur pa r t icul ar f avor ite? 

RY : l can't s ay. 

JWR : Ca n ' t say. Fai r e noug h . . . •. 

RY: The y we re a ll good . 

JWR: T'hey we re al l good? 

RY : Ted Mag i l l was a ve ry ha r d pe r son . I cou ldn't t a l k t o hi m 
j oki ng l y . 

JWR: Yah. 

RY : Not l i ke the others - he was a ve ry s e r ious man. Everyt hi ng was 
s tri ct ly business - no j oki ng a round . 

J '.-IR: Jake Tudo r . J a ke was f un. remembe r the wis hi ng we ll . 

RY: (Laugh) Yes . (Laughter ) That reminds me . . . . . 

JWR: The good o l d wi s hing wel l ! You aske d me t o s peak a t Cha rl es Hee ' s 
re t i rement. I had my choi ce of roast ing o r t oasting him . I 
dec ided I was go ing t o roast hi m. At the last minute I changed 
my mind . I wish I 'd roasted h im t he way l wan t e d t o beca use a ll 
the s pea kers that day we r e ve ry comp l iment a ry . I wa s go ing to 
accuse Cha r les of promoti ng t he wi s h i ng we ll. 

Spe ak ing o f Charles , do you e ve r see him? 

RY: Yes , he does come here occas i ona ll y - you know, whe never he has 
t i me he d rops by. 

JWR : Enj oy ing his ret i remen t ? 

RY : Yes . He mi sses hi s wife who di ed some year s ago . 

J WR : How many chi ldren does Char fes have , do yo u know? 

RY : I ' d say • . . t hree - t wo boys and a g ir l. He ' s 1 iv i ng ~'lit h hi s 
o l des t son. 

JWR: Wha t ot her o ld-t ime emp loyees do you reca ll ? 

RY: Cha rl e s Hee, Eva Pomroy, Ma r i a Lutz , Minni e Wren, Haze l Mi nat odani , 
Ka t su ie Anzai, " Sa ll y" ( Lou i s Sa l isbury Ha l e ) Ha l e , Pa pa- san 
( Fu ru bayashi) , George Fugish ige, Ri c hard Ota , Cl a ra Oyafu sco, 
Li 1 I ia n Ogata, Max Fue r t es. 
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JWR: Anzai - famous for his "Anza i Banzai ' ' - and t~a x, he was i n t he 
di ningroom. Let's see - Eva, Ma ri a on the fron t desk, Mi nni e 
on the front desk , Haze l ? 

RY: She was i n the locke r room . 

JWR: She's st ill in the l ocker room? 

RY: No , s he 1 s retired . 

JWR : Are any of these still with us? 

RY: No , I don ' t th ink so. 

JWR: We have a pi cture of the Beach Patro l and in the f ront of the 
picture the re' s a Fil i p ino boy, man , who used to work on the 
beach. I never could identify hi s name . Do you have any 
idea who that might be? 

R Y : Wou 1 d i t be ...•. ? 

JWR: I' d like to get that picture and show it to you .. ..• 

RY : All right. 

JWR: . . .. . we 1 ve been trying to i dentify him f o r a long time. I '11 
see i f I can f ind it . 

J WR: What a bout t he Presidents you worked with? 

RY: I have a lis t he re . .. how many Pl-es idents, one, two, th ree .. . I 
have thirty Presiden t s. 

JWR: Thirty Pres idents ! OK, le t ' s see - rea d them off to me . 

RY: Mr . Samue l Ful l e r , Mr . H. Vincent Da nford, Mr. Rona ld Q. Sm i th, 
Mr . Ma rtin Anderson, Mr . Fred Steere , Mr . J. Ward Russe ll, 
Mr . J. Cli ne Ma nn , Mr. T. J . S. Mu i rhead, Mr. Thomas Arno t t, 
Mr. Howard H. Goss , Mr. Ern est H. Thomas , Mr . Dona ld Avery , 
Mr. Thad W. Ekstrand, Mr . Thomas A. Ha ine , Mr. Robe rt W. Guild, 
Mr. Peter A. Balding , Mr. Robert W. Mi s t , Mr . Ro y C. Ke s ner, 
Mr . Robe rt Anderson, Mr. Will iam Egge r s, !II, Mr. Ronald G. 
Sor re ll, Mr. Charl es Ac ke r ma n, Mr. Robe rt I. Moore, Mr . Benjam in 
Cass iday , Mr. Robert W. Gui l d, Mr. Roy C. Kesner, Mr . Thomas A. 
Ha ine, Mr. Mark Buck, Mr. Peter Balding and Mr. Dan Williamson . 

J WR: Counting t hose who have served twi ce that ma kes 26 d i ffe rent 
peop le who have been Pres ident. Le t 's see . . . We ll, l imag ine 
over t he yea r s you've had a var iety of expe ri e nces . Any pa r ti­
cul ar exper iences that a re outstand ing in you r recol l ect ion s? 



RY: Well, whi le working at the Beach Shop at the o ld Club I went to 
different hote ls to collect the beachboys 1 earnings for the day, 
wa lking to the bank with my cigar box for the da ily deposit 
whi ch you cannot do now; had tidal wave warnings; Hawaii became 
the 50th State. In 1964 moved to our new Club . In February, 
1977 I was nominated Employee of the Month and rece ived the honor 
of being the f irst Employee of the Year . 

JWR : Tha t was the first t ime they nominated an Emp loyee of the Yea r ? 

RY: The first time . 

JWR : Tha t was in 1977. 

RY : Right. 

JWR : You deserved it . 

RY : Thank you . 

JWR: You mentioned working with the beachboys, taking the i r earnings 
to the bank- was it indi vidua lly- for each of them. 

RY: Yes. Each boy had his own numbe r and what I ha d to do wa s go 
through the accounts for the day , somet imes to t hree or four 
differe nt hot e l s , because a ll the gues t members wou ld come by 
and sign a chit. I used to have to take the chi ts to the hotels 
and ge t t he col l ect io n money. 

JW R: How d id you r econc il e the money with the chit s ? 

RY: Wel l , then wh en I came back from the hote l s I wou ld have to di­
vide the money - pa r t of it we nt to the Club and par t to the 
beachboy. I've forgo tten the share of the Club, but the beach­
boy s vmu ld wa i t unt i l l was fini s hed for the day ... and at times 
they wou l d rush me , and when 1 first s t arted I was really nervous 
because I didn ' t know what to do, or how t o go about i t, but 
finally caught on with Charl es ' supervis ion. l got to know the 
beachboys rea l we ll at that time. They were very considerate of 
me, 110K, take your time11

, you know, they would wa it - t hey got 
p<:i i d eve ry day . 

JWR : You paid them eve ry day? 

RY: Yes , we did. 

JWR : My sou l! 

RY: They had surfing lessons .•• . . 

JWR : I see , but you d idn ' t te ll me, d id you pick up cash? 



occ 35-10 

RY: Yes. 

JWR: You picked up cash! 

RY : Yes. 

JWR: Ho-ho-ho. 

RY: That was really something, during those days there wa s nothing to 
be afra id of in those years, you know, I would just wa l k a long 
with the box. Of course , they wou l d kn ow that I went to t he hote l s , 
but I never had any bad experiences a ll those years . 

JWR : Ah, those were good yea rs . Time s have changed. Did the beachboys 
p ick up b ig tips from peop le? 

RY : Of course the y did, but t hey didn't turn that in . 

JWR: They didn't turn thei r tips in? 

RY: No , that wasn ' t required . 

JWR : Were any of these boys parti c u larly outstanding? 

RY: The one I liked was Steamboat Junior. He was so nice . 

,JWR: Steamboat, Jr. 

RY: Yes , in fact he took us out on a canoe su rfing ride one day . It 
was on a Saturday mo rning and i t was my fi,-st time . It wa s ex­
c i ting. 

JWR: Did you ever learn to s ur f? 

RY: No, no, never . 

JWR: Pad dle a canoe? 

RY : No . 

JWR: You had the beachboys to give you a r ide once in a whil e. 

RY : We didn't know we had t o paddl e that day when we were out, bu t it 
was an exper ience. We got a ll wet and everythi ng, but it wa s fun . 

JWR : I t was awfully conside rate of Steamboat Junior to do t ha t . .. . . Le t's 
see .• • Are t he re any outstanding experi ences that you had wh il e you 
we r e worki ng at the Club? 

RY: Yes, around 1956 I was wo r king a t t he Lobby desk , someone sto l e the 
Snack Bar cash box . The cash box was t urned in t o the Lo bby a t ni ght 
and we were a ll quest ioned by t he po l ice at the sta tion. That was one 
expe ri en ce I 1 ll never f orget. 
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JWR: Did they ever fi nd ou t who took it ? 

RY: No. 

JWR: Was the re any money left i n it ? 

RY: I t was empty. 

JWR: They took a ll t he mo ney? 

RY: They just took everythi ng. Whatever the members s igned for 
t hat day . • . • . 

J WR : .... . was gone. 

RY : Was gone. 

JWR: Wow! Tell me, you men ti oned the fac t that you we re work ing 
a t the Clu b at t he time we moved . Tha t must have been a 
major undert ~ki ng . 

RY : Yes, it was . In fact, Mr . Ross asked me at t hat time to open 
up and run the entire Beach Shop at t he new Cl ub House. Thi s 
was a new expe ri ence for me. I had to t ake ca re of every thi ng: 
registe ring new membe rs, i ssuing lockers, se lling mercha ndi se; 
set ting up records for the bus iness office , e t cete ra. I was 
respons ibl e fo r t he entire Beac h Shop operation . I tmjoyed it. 

JWR: I know tha t some of the old Club's reco rds were l ost . 

RY: Yes. 

JWR : I be lieve it occu rre d du r ing the rnove t o the new Club . 

RY ; That was a s hame. I thought we had saved a 11 the records at 
that time, but somehow some of t hem got lost. I don ' t know 
wha t happened to them. 

JWR: We ll , the ti me e I ement. The rush was necessary in order to 
meet c ri tical deadlines . You did s uch a great job . I was 
Presi dent at t hat time so I know what you wen t throug h. What 
eve ryone accomp li s he d in such a s hort time was amaz ing . You 
know I had an i nterv iew with Eva and s he mentioned an inc ident 
invo l v i ng Charli e Amalu. I wonder if you have any specific 
reco ll ecti ons of h im and o f wha t ha ppene d . 

RY : I recal l hirn just by name. I never had any oppor tuni t y to 
talk or get t o know him. 

JWR : Thi s one pa rti cula r night , if my memory serves me co rrec tly , 
he took some of his wife 1 s money, cl o t hes, jewe l s and ot her 
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va l uabl es and stowed them in h is Club locker . 
and he had to open hi s locke r. He was try ing 
the payme nt of taxes or something li ke t hat. 
thing li ke t hat at a ll ? 

RY : I' m sor ry, I don ' t remembe rmuc habout it. 

The pol ice a rr ived 
to he lp he r e scape 
Do you remembe r any-

JWR: Are the re any othe r th i ngs you ca n think of that you 1 d 1 i ke to 
me ntion? 

RY: I don 't have anything e l se that l can th ink of. 

JWR: You certa in l y have done a great job and contributed much to the Club. 

RY: Thank yo u. 

JWR : l greatly apprec iate your tak i ng the time to ta lk with me. I t has 
been my pl e asure to have the honor to interview you. 

RY: I , t oo, fee l very honored . I app reciate it . 

JWR: Thank you ve r y much. 

RY: Tha nk you. 

JWR : I f you can thin k of anything e l se you wou l d l ike to a dd we ca n a l­
ways have a seque l ... Thank you. 

RY : Thank you. 


