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interviewes. Beoause of the spontansous nature
of this kind of documnent, it may contain statemants
and impressions that are not Factual O
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Ethnic Studies Program, Oral History Project.
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JOHN CLINE MANN

Interview by Alex H. F. Castro

June 7, 1982

This is Alex Castro. We are conducting an interview this afterrnoon
June 7, 18982, with John Gline Mannm, 2 long-time member of the Oubtrigger
Cance Club. We are sitting in the Oubrigger diningroom and it is row
five o'clock in the afternoon, the wabter is very malie and there are s
few waves out on the reef.

Now we go to the interview:

Cs Cline, how did you first become interested in the Gutrigger
Canos Club?

M I became interested coriginally as a kid, being brought to the
Club by my father who was a member Ffor many, many years. L
did not become a2 member at that time doring my schooling in
Homolulu mainly beceause I indulgsd in sports et Punshou School
and on weekends we went bo Mokulels beach, where we had a
beack home From 1927, every wesekend and practicslly every
summer , so that st the time I went off to colleges I was not &
member. I didn't become a member wuntil after World War 1T,
and a few months later, in 18946, 1 did become a member. I
joined as a regular member in February 1846. My Dad was one
of my sponsors; my other sponsor was cur family doctor who
brought me into this world, Dr. Guy C. Milnor, a longtime
member of the Club.

From the time I joined I participated in veolleyvball, and
swimming and sll the sctivities of the Clubk. I did not, how-
ever, compete in paddling nor other tesm sports representing
the Club. I participated from the very beginning on various
commitiess, I helieve every single committes except the House
Committes, and my participation in commities work continued
From 1946 up to 1960, at which time T wes nominsted to the
Boarad of Directors of the Outrigger GCance Club and was elected
1960, February. I was immediastely given a Jjolt by being elect-
ed the Sscretary of the Club, which was rather an unheard of
thing for freshmen directors. I had many friends on the Board
at that time: Past Presidents {Wilford)} Godbold, (Vincent)
Danford, (Herbert "Yaba”) Taylor, Marty Anderson, just to think
of Four past presidents who joined in the railroad of my being
rnominated and selected as Secretary.

C: Did you resent being nominated, or were you just mersly sur-
prised?
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I was mors than surprised, I was shocked! But I wes nob resentful.
I was told by my collesgues that they wanted me and they sinceresly
expressed that, and I assumed the job in bkhat light. It wes =
rather frightening experience to come in and have to be the
Secretary without any real bsckground except my participation since
1848,

The First thing I did, however, wes to get permission to take home
the volumes containing all the minutes of the Board of Directors
beginning with the speclial meeting of the Outrigger Cance Club on
July, 1839, which wes the date on which the Club really was re-
prganized for the purpose of bullding & new Glub, =2 what we now
call the old site. 1 prefer to call thet the fold new club! or
the fmew old club?.

IF you recall, the Club was founded in 1208. THe Firsgt five years
was on a rather informel lease sreasngement with fthe Trustees of the
Queen Emms Estate, In 1913 we were given a 28-yeasr lesse, which
lease explired in 1838. The next lease the Club had was really a
sublesse from Matson which book over the premizes from bhe Gueen
Emma Estate on the wmakal side of Kaelskaua, so we became s tenant
of Motson Navigsbtion Company. In 4939, = yesr after that lesse,
the Club was resdy fto begin its financing and nembership canpaion
to put together funds for the bthen "mew old clubY.

It heppenesd that my Dad was slecied st the Board of Directors
meating of July, 1838, and wes named the Chalrman of the Bullding
Commities, which had charge of the plarming and the bullding of
what I call the 'old new club'. The Club was completed in December
1840 and From that point on I visited the Club on numerous ocw-
casions with my fFamily, s 28 guest. I believe it was Kamehamsha
Day of ke, 1841, when the Club premises were officiaslly dediceted.

Shortly after that I went off to college, the Wer ceme, I did not
returt uontll after the War was pau, st which time T was immedistsly
brought to the Club by my Dad who saw that I was properly sponsored
and within & very short tine was elected to membership.

As I said, I participsted in 211 the camsraderie and socisl,
athletic Ffunctions of the Ulub =11 along consuming rather largs
guantities of beer with my friends on the Hau Terrece, snd having
a nell of a good time From the yesrs 1948 Lo 1960,

But you were never in the competitive...in any of the compeltitive
teams, ls that correct?

That's correct. 1 served on the Cenos Commitise and the Vollaye
balli Committes under people like [(Harold)] POope” Ysp snd others.
At the same time I was a member of the Bosrd of Jirectors and the
Secretary of it, and I also was named to the Plenning Commitbes.
The Planning Committee hed been Functioning For several vears From
the time the Club entered into & lease with the Elks Dlub, a 99«
yaar lesse commencing Novembese 45, 1856, ko ocoupy one-heslf of
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the former Gastle property. There were many people who vobed
for thet pacticoular lesse st the time 1t came up Ffor nevbership
spproval who, nevertheless thought that we would never sver oo
cupy those premises but would, instead, find some way to remsin
a2t the old mite.

The Commitbes comtinued under the chairmanshio of "Bust {(Uirich J.)
Rainalter who wes a member of the Bosrd of Directors snd the Vice
Fresident, and at the end of my first year on the Board HHue" was
of f and out of the Board of Qirectors and I wes naned his
successor as cheirmen of that committee. Some time =fter I was
elected I discovered that many of those who had promobed my
elaction were rather provinent in 8 group which sought to remain
at the old premises. I did nobt know this, but it waesn't wery

long after my being elected that I realized From =ll the evidence
that remaining st the old site was simply not Feasible For many
ressons, not only economicslly, but the tremendous changes that
had come upon that particulsr cemter of Welkiki which oooureed
after the end of World Wae 11 and the advent of blg promotion of
tourism st the Boyal Hewsllan and at the Mosna Hobtel, end shortly
thereafier odther holtels in Walkikl. And it just seemed to me that
the Club stmosphere we had enjoyed all those mpany years could not
possibly survive in competibion with the obther factors thet were
su dominant.

At the Time the Club wes dedicasted in 41940, the Club had what is
catled @ Club License - club liguor license. One of the provisions
of that type of license is that sales cammot be wade to any eBxe-
cept members or guest members. Something very difficult to police
unless we had 8 oredit system but, of courss, you remember we
didr’t, Cash from the beginning was the usual method of paying -
of course It had to be during the war and continued in all those
post-war years up to the time we were making those declisions in
1960, 18961 and 1862.

Ore of the very bad featwes that the Club experisnced wes after
Sheraton purchased the Royal Hawalisn and Meoena properties in 1858,
and shortly thereafier Sheraton got the Club to spprove the bulld-
ing of s boardwallk between fthe Royal and the Mpans and this allowed
pedestrian traffic on the beach instesd of just on Kelskaus Avenue,
ancl the Tlub was open from the meauka end to the makal snd with
people coming in and out who had no business beinog on the premises.
They could pass into the Hau Terrace, sit down, purchese booze, and
pay cash. This wes one of the bad Features we were expsriencing at
that time. Shortly before we moved down here, however, the Bosrd
of Directors put 2 stop to thaet situstion and we did cut 1t off,
but the point iz that we were & target of...we were & place that
pecple wanted to go to whether they were members or not. The hotels
promeobed 1t. Everybody wanted to go to the Dutrigoger Ganoe Club
and anjoy the scenery and the pretty girls for good prices =snd to
paEy cash.
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More and more esch day, ssch week, each month the Club's whole
image and stnmosphere changed from one that wes strictly Club
to something that was semi-public and this had a very adverse
effect upor the mewbership and had a very direct effect upon
subseouent decisions to not remain at thet site. The Board of
Directars hed direcsted the Plamning Commities o continue in-
vestigating the possibility of highrise development at the new
site 8t the Elks Club, end this we did For many, msny months.
And I should remind you the only means of Finsncing such an
arrangenent was 8 co-~op bhecause the Act which provided For the
Horizontasl Property Regime had not been instituted.

At the same time we were balking about plearmning of Facillities
even just in schemstics Ffor this Elks Club site, thers wers
pressures on the Bosrd of Oirectors by developers, or potentisl
developers, or psuedo developers, to remain st and develop the
old site. One, in partloular, I remember was John Avent who
made a deal wlith the Bosrd of Uirectors prior to my getbimg om
which would have him purchase the last couple of years of our
sublesse at the old site, for 2 premium, and in addition he
would sssist in expediting the plaming process For a bullding
to be built down here at the Elks Club site. Eventuslly that
gscheme Flzzled and it's always burned me up becauss of the fFact
that we had teo liguldste some of our Building Fund, at a time
when the market was depressed, to pay For architectursl cender-
ings, et veters, et cetera, and of courss, the whole thing camne
o 2 soreaming haelt leter on when 1t burned out that Avert wes
riot the substantial developer that he had made himself out to
ba, As yvou krow, the Waikiki Development Company had baken
over the lesse of =1l GQueen Emma properties, ireluding the Out-
rigger Cance Club, subject, of course, to the remsining lesses
in favor of Matmon and the sublease in fevor of the Dubtrigoger
Cenoe Club.,

Apout fthis time do you recall soproximately the condition of
our sublease? Thabt is, how long it had to go?

Az I said, I was elected in 1980 and our sublesse had until
October 30, 1983, to go, o we were Faced st thast time with
something like s little over three and oneshalfl vesrs to maks
up our minds and do it. Sa it was nob very much bime.

Did you know what the new rent might be iF we were to remsin st
the old site?

I don't recall the conditions. But at the time, I remember, it
seegmed way bevond our ability to pay. Beosuse, sven then, there
was nobody who had teken over the old premisss,. As it furned
out the successful lessee of the property was Roy Kelley who
eventually, as we know, bullt = hotel upon the site and nemed
it the Oubrigger. But we had nobody to deal with st that time.
Everyvthing was very up in the air.

At any rate, through the yeasr 1980 wup to May, 18982, wmy commitiese
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tried desperately to come up with some concept at the Elks

Club which would include highrise Taclllities snd a club - all
this at the directiom of the Bosrd of Directors. Now this was
getting down to within sighteen months of the end of our lease,
and finelly on May 17, 19682, the Board of Directors instructed
my commitites to step all planning which involved z highrise de-
velopment and to proceed Forthwith, snd with dispatch, to desiogn
and Finence B new alub only and we esmbarked upon that the very,
very next day.

For the Elks Club site.
Far the Elks Club site.
The dete is sboubt what?
May 17, 1882,

g2y

May 17, 1262. Our commititee of six - I think T can remember,
Ward Russell, myself, Tom Wells, Hal Whiteker, Dickey Thacoker

and Walter Collins, was the Planning Commities. We had & come
panion commititee which was called the Beach Development Cowmmittes
chaired by Keith Wallace. Also on the committes was myself and
General [(Donald M.} Schmuck, and 2ll those gentlemen were charged
with proceeding forthwith with the development of the new Facili-
ties.

We had very little time to do it, but st the very outset General
Sohmuck expressed hils feeling, sng we all followed, that the Clubp
wouwld be ready for a parity on Cheisbmas Doy [(1963) for the
membershin., Even if the Club was not completsly Finished, st
least it would be in such shape that we would be able to enjoy

a party, and that wass the gesal we had - beginning May 18, 1362,

So you had elghbeen nonths to get a Feasibility study of what the
Club needad, put the plans together on paper, get the thing up,

end have @& Chrisbtmas pacrty. And you sterted from sbsolute socratch.
How did you do 147

Well, I sight just cutline the things that had to be dons. The
firet thing we did wes ocutline what we had te do, The First
thing was the development of a rather belef, but ariticulate oro-
gram.  This involved a membsestip wubtility of 2 cesrisin number of
peaple based upon 8 btotal membership of X number of people and @
Factor which allowsd For the wutiliby of those psople. In other
words, If we had 1,500 people in the Club, roughly 500 psoples are
ueing it all the time, and we decided that the Facbor would...we'd
use the same factor, because everyihing was all guess work - uss
the same Factor of utility which was in use, or which was apparent-
Ly the Factor at the old Ulub. Of course, these were all guess
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Figures because you never know what those factors would be until
after you bulld a new club, For exemple, we could have been
completely wrorg by developing a club which suddenly was so
beautiful and so delightful and then the prices of the Food were
so reasonable and the service so good that instead of having 500
or 33% utility, suddenly we had instead 66%. Then we'd find our-
saelves with wall-~to-wall people with no room for them., These
are the hazards of planning. On the other bhand, 1iF our guality
was S0 bad, the service so poory, the food so expensive and the
dues = high that we went From 33% down to 15% of course, we
would have been defeated, also. So everything was guess work,
and we just hoped that the good Lord would smile on us.

So, the first thing was a program. This was done within = week
and we got gpproval of the Board of Directors almost immediately.
The architects had already been selected, the firm of Val Ossipoff,
arnd & companion Firm of Wimberly, Whisemarnd, Allison & Tong. We
decided esarlier, of course, that the primary erohitect For design
was Val Ossipoff and the specificetion writing would come from
the othsr Firm. Val, bimself, took the lead in the dezign, which
is what we wanted. IFf you know people like Val, when he sees a
site, =nd sees & potentiszsl he puts himself into it like no other
architect can., He was in love with the site Ffrom the very first
day, which made it very easy for uzs to get work out of the Firm.

The next thing, of course, was the prepsration of schematics -
traffic flow particularly - intermingling of cars and walk-ins,
and leocker traffic, and swimmers, and snsck bar traffic and dining
room traffic, and all those intricate things that only somebody
like Vsl Ossipoff can solve - at the same time having = besutiful
club. We decided that we would do our bast within owr means to
produce something of high guaslity withoubt skimping on anything.

This gets to finences. Beginming in 1858 you remember thet in
those days the Federal Excise Tax on club dues was still in effect.
The Board of Directors {this was in 1858 before I was on the

Buard} had provided for = supplement to income by setting Forth an
an assessment to all regular members. So in addition to dues
there was an sssesswent for bullding purposes and under the IRS
reguletions then in force that sssessment amount was non-taxable -
however, the duss were. (It wasn't until 19684 that Congress dumped
the tax, so it really had the effect of reducing the amount of
money that most people call dues.)

However, in 1945 the Board had promoted an amendment to the By~
laws which provided for 3 Building Fumd and Committee whose job
it was to meocumulste funds from profits from opecations, and this
particular comnittee Ffunctioned very beesutifully during the war
years when the Club was very highly orofitsble. 1 shouwld say
from 18945, '48, 47, '48 perhaps, at which time the revenues of
the Club declined and we were in another bind, but & Bullding
Fund had been started, had been nurtured by Les Hicks and his
people, and this came largely from the initial profits from op-
erations plus dividends snd bornd interest. We were Yaced with
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that particular growing fund plus the sccumulations of the assess-
ments to the year 1963 when we anticipsted woving into this spot.

5o, we saw roughly = club that looked like it was going to cost
about & million and a guarter dollears, and we had funds in the
Building Fund estimated to come to about $700,000 which meant that
we had to borrow roughly $950,000. We were very fortunste at this
time of having on the Bosrd of Directors s person by the name of
Charles Pietsch, Jr., who had demonstrated s knack of abtaining
Financing for projects such as the Kehela Hilton, and it was largs-
ly through nis efforts that the two lead banks - Bishop Bank and
Barie of Hawail - were prevalled upon to lend the Club $500,000., We
dicdn 't think we'd need the other $50,000 at the time. We eventually
did; borrowed it, and paid if off on & shorit term note so we had to
design and build the Club costing $1,250,000.

Before describing the four phases of beach development, it is
necessary to establish some background.

The 1827 Territorial Legislature passed an act to improve the beach
and submerged land of Weikiki lying betwesen the then existing mean
highwater mark and the reef, beginning st what is now the channel
inte Ala Wai Yecht Harbor and extending towards Diamond Hesd to

the southerly boundary of the Elks Club. An sgresment involving
the government and all abubting property owners and lessees was
exectted and recorded in 1828. The funds sppropristed were totally
inadequate for the scope of the project, comsagquently during the
ensuing 35 years the government was ables to ilmprove only & Few
relatively small sress, primarily st City-owned Kuhio Beach, and in
18588 Henry Kalser developed a considerable portion of the public
domain Fronting the old Niumslu Hotel in return For title to re-
claimed land now a part of Hilton Hawsiian Village.

We clearly recognized that the chances of the government improv-
ing our section fronting upon privately-owned land were asbsclutely
nil. The only way beach improvements could be made would reguire
our own efforts and funding. We initially hoped that we could de-
vise an arrangement whereby the Uutrigger Cance Club would ac-
conplish the task as an agent of the Governmernt acting pursuant to
tive 1927 Aot and 1828 Agreement. Accordingly we offered a forpal
proposal and conferred on punerous occesioms in early 1962 with
State Attorney General Shiro Kashiwa and Assistent Attorney General
Radger Betis. Both of them were most coopesrative, but eventuslly
we were informed that cur propesal was not scceptable. Our project
wauld reguire a specisl agreement involving the Board of Land and
Natural Rescurces, the Department of Transportastion {Harbors Di-
vision), the abutting owners (the Darrows and the Elks) and the
respective lesseess (Colony Surf and Outrigger Cance Clubl}. Con-
struction plans would require the spproval of the said two govern-
mental sgencies and, in addition, the U. 8. Corps of Enginsers.

The draft of the asgreement prepared by Judge Wilford Godbold
Lerderwent seversl rather uneubstamtial revislions in order to mest

the approvsl of the Attorhey Gerneral. In labe April 1962 a final
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draft recelved verbal spproval. Meanwhile the construction drswe
ings for the First stage of improvements had been prepared and
governmental spproval received. A contract had bgen recently
signed with Hawalian Dredging, prilor authority having been grant-
ed by the membership at the annual mesting of February 1862.
Construction could net commence however until all parties had
signed the all imporitant agreement, and the government sgencies
insisted on signing last.

It was my task to get the signatures and acknowledgments of all

the private parties. The 0CC was essy, since only the president
and secretary were redquired. Likewise Mr. and Mrs. Dserow. Coleony
Surf presented a minor problem. John Barkhorn, as president, was
readily available; the secretary was his recently divorced wife,
Dorothy, not always in the office, and this situation caused a few
days delay.

The Elks were something slse. Although thelir Board of Trustees had
earlier granted enthusiastic approval (fsturally, sinsce they would
be beneficisries without Financial obligstion), the Lodge rules re-
guired that all five must sign. We did not want to walt until
their next board meeting several wesks hence, particularly since
there was no assurance that all Five would be in attendsnce. Cone
seguently; I had to chase the trustess down, one at a time, The
First four were personal Friends of mine who cooperated beautifully.
Nevartheless obbaining Ffour individual signatures was time cons-
suming, reguiring at least one week. The Fifth director, a First
class turkey, didn’t like the DCC, so he played hard-to-get for
several more days. Mesznwhile I had informed Hawalian Dredging thet
they could commence construction on a specific dste being reason-
ably confident that by that date I would have succesded in obtain-
ing all privete and governmental signestures, My plan went awry,
however , thanks to the Fifth Elks btrustee, and the conbeasctor
actually jumped the gun. This did not escape the attention of the
chief of the Harbors Division, who blew his whistle after one daoy
of dredging, which was suspended for another day or two while I
finally got the last two (governmentzl) signatures, and the docu-
ment dated May 7, 1862. Considerable guantities of heer were justi-~
Fiably consumed by this Besch Development Committee: Wallace,
Sohmuck ; Russell and Marnm.

Thuig the Flrst phase of beach development was alresdy = week or

sa under way when on May 17, 1862, the 00C Board of Directors made
its all important decision to develop a club-only facility at the
new site.

The beach plan was enlarged from Phasse 1, to Phases 2, 3, and &
over the next year and a half to include in addition, & coral base
in Front of the Elka property and the construction of & low rook
wall at the Diamond Hesd side of the Elks property, construction
of a blus rock groin at the Honolulu side of the Darrow propecty.
Almost from the beginning the first wall, namely the one on the
Diasmond Head side of the Elks, was covered over with sand, and
thers are wvery few people today who knew that it is in existence,
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but both walls are reguired For the stability of the beach that
was eventually built,

I might, at this particular point, say thet we discovered some-
thing apparently that many people had known many years before,
that was this land of Kapus on which we are situsted 1s in fact
a large sand dume which extends all the way from the Kaimena
Hotel boundery - which is owned by the Mocinernys - all the way
to Cooconut Avenue and extends all the way op to the limestons
cliffas where the old helau used to be and, of course, Ls Fletra
in more recent yesrs. ALl of this sand lasy below shout a foot
arnd & half layer of dirt and we were able to plan for, and sub-
sequently did get, spproximately 49,000 cuble vards of beautiful
heach sand just from the sxcavation of this particular property
that we are on. All of this became & part of the public domain
when it was placed on the beach, and to make up much of the void
where we had tsken the sand we enlarged the dredging of the
lagoon so that the coral taken From the lagoon could go back and
replace the sand that had besen removed.

The intent of my description of the land of Kapua wes to say
that we knew from excavations by the State, the City, and others
in the vicinity, such as pipe lines, wester lines, sewer lines,
that mueh sand was avaellable and we had tested thls particular
site and knew that sand wses svallsble eventually at such time
that we would actually get to the beach construction, as opposed
to the initial dredging.

0.K. So I gather that with this construction that was started
vou had the clearance to borrow the monsy and go ahead., Is that
correct?

That's right. The sum and substance of the meeting of November,
1862, was that the membership was pleased with the plans as pre-
sented, and when reguest was made For authority - the Bosrd was
given authority to proceed with the final plans, let the con-
struction out to bid, to execute a contract for a total cost not
to exceed $1,200,000, and to borrow such funds as would be re-
auirec,

Was there any statlic from & large locel minority, or did it go
through pretty clesrly ~ pretty smoothly?

That particulsr neeting went through pretty smoothly. 1 can
orly may that it was because of the careful planning that went
in and the finesse with which the architect depicted the beauti-
ful club which would be sameday on the site. Now, this was
November, 1982. Mind you, we had to be ocub...our lease goes to
Dotober 30th (1963). Even then we were making plens te exbend
our tenure on that site.
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This was November, 19837

1963 ~ extend the term of our tenure with whomever the new lessee
might be. It turned out that it was Roy Kelley, a memher of the
Dutrigger Cance Club also, and I can't remember the dete at which
time we proposed this to him, but the beottom line was that he had
no firm plans o occupy the premises ss of October 30th or 31st,
1963. He had no plens as yet, and we entered into an agresment
with Roy to exbtend our tenure there st the site For two Full
months to December 3Mst, 1963, This gave the Plenning Committee
extra time., 0OF course, we needed it - although we had already
promised ocurselves that we were going to have 3 party on Christ-
mas day of 1983.

Well, we were faced with @ very, very severe time frame and it
became very obvious that we would have to maks special plans o
construct the facllity in phases. A very clever arrangement was
devised by General Schmuck, who at that time was a high level
employee with Hawalian Oredging Company, and he was instrumental
in having Hawaiian Dredging Compsny, through its President,
Lowell Dillingham, propose to the Dutrigoger Camoe Club that it
would be im the Club's best interest to do as much site work at
the site prior to asking for bids from the general contractor,

As 1t turned out, 1t was true, and we saved asbout two months.
What this meant was, the old structures oo the sntire site would
e clesred and the basic excsvation on the site be conpleted

so that any contractor who would bid on the club facilities would
be faced with an absolutely immaculete, clean site to stact with,

At the same time the next besch development stage could go on.
Mearnwhile all the time the plans were being completed so we
weren't wasting any time at all - we were saving it. The Board

of Directors was very impressed by this propeosal, so Lowell
Dillingham'™s suggestion wss approved by the Bosrd of Uirectors

and within = matter of a few weeks we had entered into & contract
for the second phase of the besch development which ilnvolved the
building of the beautiful groin on the bown side of the Colony
Surf, the enlarging of the dredging asres, the clesring/demclishing
of all the old bulldings and the excavating, This involved re-
moving svery single tree, vine and shrub oon the ald premises with
one exception, and that s the morkeypod which is on the left hand
slde of the premises s one comes in. Of course, from the very
beginning we had planned that s substentizl portion of our budget
would be for new landscaping to take the place of all the trees
that had to be removed. So, as ws moved into Jenuary and February .
1863 the site was cleared the second phase of beach development
was complete - we were ready to go te bid, and the bids were in
the hands of the contractors at the time of the Annual Meeting of
the membership of the Outrigger Cance Club in February, 1963.

So now you are ten months away From the Christmas party and we
dontt have a club up yet. 0KY
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We haven't started it yet.
Thatts right,

I should back up just briefly tc say thet shorily after the Special
Meeting of the memberstilp of November, 1982, the Soard went abead
to seoure Fimancing., Charlles Pletsch, on our Bosrd, was very ine
strumental in getting two banks bto commit to & helf-smiliion dollar
loan. I might give you the terms For your inforsostion. The
terms were $500,000, repasyment period 19 years, with no points,

mrg interest at the rate of B4%% per snnum.

Ok, that's very nice, very nice.

Which was...the mere fact that & clubk wes able to secure Financing
in the firet place was enough to shook a lot of pseple. The terms
of that particulac losn were everr more stooking.

About one-third the amount of interest yvou would have to pay today,
if you could get the loan.

Exactly. We didn’t meke use of that loan until many mornths lates,
anc the ides was that we would First licguidats the fund that we

had and then call upon the leoan to Finish the project.  But, I
announoed to the membership et the Februsry, 1283, Annual Meeting
that the contrectors had possession of the plans end specificabions,
and we had decided to give them a1l a decent smount of time so that
all the fasctors relating to the project would be well known bo sll -
the hope, of course, being that we would get very Fevorsble bids.

At the same time the Planning Commitbes discerned that one of our
collieagues on the Board, Georgs Freites, certeinly regarded ss one
of the top contractors in all of Hewsll, was impressed, or st lesst
he seemsd to be impressed, with the plans that he was cslled upon

to approve. He was impressed by the manner in which the srohitect
presented the new plens to the Epeclisl Meesting and we sll Felt that
George would want to build the Club. It appesred fto be e prestigious
praojecht; 1t sppesred to have all the guallty that we would be very
proud of owning. $So the day for the opening the bids wes 8 very ime
portant day in our lives, snd thet was in the third week in Maroh,
1983, and the good Lord smiled upon us sgain -- bthe lowest bid was,
in Fact, Pacific Comsbtruction {Freltss) and the bid that they
offered was considerably below what we had budgetsd. My recol-
lection is something on the order of $80,000.

Less, than your budoget.

Less than cur budget. We had & bit of a celebration on the part
of the comnitbes. We had lunch and numerous cocktails at nearby
Trader Vic's,

I should go back and state thet immedistely sfter the Annual Meeting
of the membaralbin of Febrosry, 1883, it seemed desirable thst the

cld Planning Sommitbee be reorganized. What happensd was, we
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amal ganated the Planmning Committes snd the Besch Development
Commitiee into one end called it the Bulilding Commitiee. Two
members of the former Planning Commities deopped of F, Hal
Wriitaker and Dickey Thacker, leaving as the Bullding Committes
mysalf, Ward Russell, Tom Wells, Keith Wallace, General Schmuck
and Walter Uollins.

The Board of Directors suthorized the officers to execute a cone
tract with Pacific Construction -~ the construction to steet on
o about April First, 18683, and the Membership Commitites of the
Club inm conjunction with the Board of Directors decided thet
that would be a Fine time to have & party For the membership.
Accordinoly , & pardy was planned at the bars new site on g

givern Sundsy. People could come in and park on the clesred site and
under & tent, drink beer, see the surf, see the cances,; and all
shout the rew site so they'd have 8 good ides of what was in
store for them in the next elght or nine wonthsy and the very
rnext day, April flrst, ss T recsll,; the contractor moved in ard
commenced constructing the new Glub.

The good Lord Favored us over the next ensuing nine months with
alwmost perfech weather., Only one day in the next nineg months

did Lt ealo heard enough so that the contractor had to suspend
operations. At one btime we were thresterned with a loss of one
day of pouring concrete because HCED {(the conorete sub-contractor)
was having a sbrike which was going to be one, two, three days,
nobody seemed to krow, bub on oan hour's notice we told the cone
tractor in no wcertaln terms that we were not going to sit by
and let one day go by, thst he had to sesk concrete From ancther
suppliser so that he wouldn't miss that psrticulsc powr which
happened to be about the Fourdth level of the perking and he suc-
ceedad in getbing Pacific Concrete to supply them for that parti-
culer day and they didn’t lose o single hour. We were very lucky.

Orie of the bkig things that we wanted was For many reassons - malne
Ly pmychological ~ but we wanbed bhe membership everntually to

coms down to the Club and be Faced with o club thet looked like

it had besn bere For mehy vesrs. We didr't warnt it to ook like

a brand new club which meant that the trees thet ceme In could not
be of the young variety. For exanple, we would not bring in coco-
rnuts like we did - my Dad did - down at the old new site where

the conventional way of planting a cocornut was to put the coconut
in the ground with about two or three Fest sprouting sbove and

let naturs teke its course over the next 25 vesrs. We decided

that the coconuts thet would be brought in - eventually we were

to plant 80 of them - would all have te be a2t lemst 25 years old.
Thess we got wvery cheaply because nornzlly people try to get ~id

of coconubs. The major cost in plenting tell coconuis is, ofF
course, the labor and machlinery costs, namely the Flet bed trallers
and the ctfane, the labor cost alsc. We were able to install ail

of our cooconuts at $100 8 plsce, and I understend that $300 o~ $400
is the going rate nowadays.
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But I am getting ahead of my story. Mrs. Robert Thompson, other-
wise known as Kitty, we had engaged as our consultamt in land-
scaping, and we had a budget of sbout F20,000 to $22,000 which
coulds 't teke vou very Far in 1882, but in 1963 we got a lot

for our money. I mentioned the B0 coconut trees, She was the

ong who laid out the originzl plan. We wanted the coconuts
placed in such & way that it would look like we had planted a new
building amongst an existing coconut grove. We also had to pre-
gerve the old hau terrace concept. This wes not as emsy. We had
to btransplant haus in their slip form - when I say slip, I mean
cutting form, although they were mature. The First nine haus we
brought in were about twelve feet tall, about six or eight inches
in caliper, and they came directly from the Tantalus ares - sbout
one guarter mile down Round Top Drive From Roy Bush's house. These
eventually went in just as ome plente hibiscus., Hau is actually a
member of the hibiscus family - and we stuck them in the ground
and hoped For the best, and I guess I took the brunt of it becsuse
it was promptly and immediately labeled Cline Mann's follyv. Well,
I might be getting shesd of the story, but those particular haus
were planted in December snd showed no geowbth at all ountil Apeil
or May of 1984 at which time leasves did appesr on at least six of
them and three had to be eliminated. Eventually two more had to
be eliminated snd were replaced by hau trees that we had already
antlicipated using by having them growing in Makikl Nursery, and
these were brought in at about ftwo~inch caliper and subseguently
developed inte big trees and, of course, the roof over the hau
terrace is now virtually a Forest..

Representing nine years of growth, and a little bit less for some
af the ones you had to replace.

Yes., One of the obther features of trying to mest this pariticulae
deadline was that it wasn't until September that we got around to
selecting furniture and furnishings, =nd here agsin we had... we
followed our previous Formwle of going with quality and we were
vary impressed with the Jobn Mobuire furnlture -~ 8s expensive as
it was -~ but it seemed to be the guality we wanted snd within our
budget, and we thought we could get it in time. Here agasin we
wera lucky. The Jobn MoGuire furnlture, which was all of the
chalrs in the diningroom and the bar area ~ I forget what you call
the stuff....

Rattan?

Rattan, with leather thongs. They all had teo come from the
Orient. The upholstery all had to come from San Francizco and bow
we maintained our luck I will never know, but the two freighters
carrying the twe loads arrived in Honolulu a day spart and we de-
cided that rather than have our contractor, Western Interiors,
take all of the stuff from the pler fto nls warehouse Ffor assembly,
we decided to have him do his assenbling abt the Outrigger Canoe
Club and the diningroom was sufficiently complete in December for
use ss s night warshouse and sssembly area.  {(Leaugh).
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Shortocut.

Yezh, and we must have saved several days there, but we neesded
every day in order to get te the very lmportant Christmas party.

All right now, we are all Ffurnished and we've got big trees in,
ard 1t is just asbout Christmes time? Are we ready For the party?

Yes., We've gotten all of our landscaping in also, and we sube
stantially invested in guite s nurber of trees on the Elks Dlub
side of the premises osbensibly to hide our ugly buillding from
their sight!

{(Laugh) .

And these are, of course, the big, huge brassais btrees that you
see along the property ss you come in, and the idea was to pro-
vide a virtual inpenetrable wall so that we could not see the
Elks Club.

Presumably you had your kitchem in.

The kitchen was in, the bar was complete, substsntislly. The
kitochen was complete to the point that they could make pupus and
produce deinks for a cockbeil party only et Christmess time, snd
Fartunately we were blessed with beautiful weather and the
membershio attended in droves. We had s dozen parking boys to
make it easslier Lo come in and out and we requirsed -~ needed every
one of them. I believe that the reaction of the membership was
very good. I think they were very pleased with what they saw
and we were very proud that we were able to meet our deadline
that we had self-imposed.

Well that was guite an wundertsking, Cline, and you made your
deadline,; snd everybody was in, and of course there were many
Finishing touches. When was the kitchen sctually ready for
mesls?

Well, you remember that we were ort the premises of the old Club

to midnight of Oecember 31, 1963, at which time we had fire
crackars snd btears as everybody sald goodbye to the - here agsin,

I like to say the new old Club, or the old new Club. January
First, second, and third wes a period in which ne one - no members -
could be on either of the two premises. These three days were re-
guired for a transition from one site to the other and I nmust say
that Don Ross, our manager at that time, did a supsr job, so that
on Saturday, Jenusry 4th, the Club opened for the fFirst time here
on the new site.

That's grest. Now let's stop there, Cline. 1I'd like te depart
From youw building story unless you have any other things to add
at the momernt and go back a little way. When we were talking
abhout the clesring of the land you memtionsd the name of Kapua as



ace 13-15

being a sand dune, Is that an ancient nawme or & name of a part,

or just bhis particulsr srea? How did that name evolvae? [ krow

you have a reputation, not only of being a historian of the Club,
but quite an historisn of the land of Hawslil and in your capacity
as & surveyor it might come naturally, but I am sure you can Fill
us in sbout Kapua,

Well, I think we should start with what the land divisions were

in Hawaii. We are talking about sections called ahupus'es. These
are sections that were designated 500 to 800 vears ago by ancient
Hawziians based on topographical features, ridges, water courses
and the like, but an shupua'a can be anything from the smallest,
something like two to three acres in Lahaina, to the largest,
Kahuku, in Ka'u on the Island of Hawaii - something like 130,000
acres. So you have roughly 1,200 shupuatas in all of Hawall rang-
ing from two acres to 190,000 scres in size. Thess were desige
nated, sz I have salid, sbout 500 or BOO yesrs ago and they were
naned =izso at that perlod of time. Marny of the shupua’as have
subdivisions called 'ilis. Now, on this island we have about 80
ahupuatas and one of them is the ahupus'a of Weikiki, and it comes
as a great surprise to most people, newcomers and ocldiimers alike,
to reslize that the name Walkiki is mpot in its ancient sense what
is commonly known as Walkikl today in the tourist/malibhini sense.
The comnon definition of Walkiki to the media and the tourist
bureasu are others associated with it is an ares bounded by the

Ala Wsl Canal and Kapshulu Avernue. Welkiki in its sncient sense
is all the land extending from about, in general terms, where Ward
Avenue is all the way out to Hawaii Kail including Kuliouow, which
is stopping short of Bishop Estate’s land at Maunaslua. It extends
fraom the sea to the top of Koolau range, roughly 22,000 acres, and
im thosze 22,000 acres are about &80 or 80 'ilis -~ as I mentioned
earlier, subdivisions., In Wailkiki one of the 'ilis had the name
of Kelklo, and Kekio is pretby much like most of the Yilis in Wai-
kikl - az a wmetter of Ffact most of the fills in any shupua'as are
comprised of more than one piece.

One of the pieces of the 'ili is what is known a8s a lele; = pisce -
a detached piece. The lele here is called Kapua and it is bounded
by the sea on the makal side and by the limestone cliffs on the
mavka side - roughly where La Pletra is, Le Pletra being in the
i1l of Kapahulu.

And we sre in the...

We @re in the 'ili of Kekio and this particular lele of it is
called Kapua. The boundary on the north side runs along the face
of the Kaimsns Beach Hotel, that is where the old Pacific Com-
mercial Ceble lobt was. As I recall, it is about 20 feelb wide.
When the csbhle company went out of existerce, the next properby
awner to the south, which is the Moclnerny Family, purchased it
and so its all Mclnerny now. Tts under lease to Kalmans Hotel .
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On the south side the boundary is roughly where Coconut Avenue i,
ardd this particular site that we are on ls & large sand dune and
evidence of that is revived continually whenever you see conbtrachors
digging trenches. Imevitably out comes white sand. MNow, the
boundary betwesn Kapus and the next land fto the MNorth, namely
Kenelos, which is crown land, is =0 old watercourse. You don't see
1t now because it has long since been intercepted by Kaplolani Perk,
but mow snybody knows thet after & rain what gsed to be the runoff
From mauka to the sea is now commonly called Ylake Kmplolani'.

Yean. {Laugh).
Kids take their swurfhosrds out and have & ball.

That's becauss the park has intercepted or overrun the natural
water course,

That's correct. Now that watercourse, thousands of years asgo of
course, contriboted, o wass the factor, which operned up the reef
and the lagoon which ls known as the Sons Souci lsgoon and bhe
Sans Souci chamnel which on ancient meaps is called the Y"Kapus
Ertrance’™. Everybody knows that when you have Fresh wabter exit-
ing ymu have & channel that goss out through the resf.

Coral can’®t gorow...

Coral canrot grow 1n fresh water. Now lts that very charnmel that
we utilized in bresking through and in cresting owr lagoon, so
that we utillzed the old anclent channel out. OF course, those
who swim and sall all the time can see every day the remalns of
two very good casbles originally installed by Pacific Commercial
Cable. The ceble stetion here was the terminsl of the line that
went to Midway and west to the Orlent.

Now, anocther land of interest was the land of Kelusokauw which was
one of the lands of Willianm Charles Lunslilo and that is the site
of the old criginasl Oubrigoger Camoe Club. Az it fturced oud in
the Mahele, Kalusckauw was ons of William Lunsllilo's leands, bub =
portion of it was beguesathed to his very close friend Emma, and
Emma was one of the few people that he made beguests to.

Emma Rooke, who was the gueen of Kamshaweha IV....

Thatts right. Queen Emma who was, of cpurse, 8 widow at the time.
He described the lend as bis marine residence. Well, thers was
challenge almost immediately by the trustees of the Lunelilo Trust
as te what constitubted a marine residence because the Emnma trustee
wanted to interpret thet description as belng sll of Kaluaokau
whilch includes all of the lend mauks of Kelskeua Avenue where the
Imnternationsl Market Place ls, and all the duesn Emma lands wheres
all of those hotels are up Xublo Avenue, et cetera, snd it went

to the Supreme Court For a decision. The net result is that the
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Oueen Emme brustee book possession of all the land of Keluasckau ine
cluding his scitusel residence and all of the taro patoches and the
kula lends that supported ib,

Where was his...do you recall where his residence was in terms of
present day landmarks?

Pretty much where the Market Place is.
The Market Plasce thare of f Kuhlo.o..

OFF Kalsksous, wnauka side,

OffF Kalakaua, I ses.

Yes.

Between Kalakaus and Kuhlo.

That's right, and more howsrd Kalsksua.

You will recall that a group of trustees representing those who
founded the Qutrigger Danoe Club desli with Bruce Cartweloht who
was the then sole brustee of the Gueen Emma Estate, and it was
throuogh his efforts that we got the lease. Among bthe Dubteigger
trustees that I can thiok of were J, P. Coocke, whe is now desd
but he was one of the engimresrs of that First Informsl lesse For
Five years and then the subseguent 2H-yesr leass that terwminated
i 4838,

Cline, do you have any theories as to how the neme of Walkiki
evolvaed to the besch area alone, that is In popular use?

Warll voow
Part of Lunalilc!s or.. ..

M. No. There were types of people speaking of Walkiki, You

have fhose who were charged with lands...charged with koowing

the nemes of lands, custodizns of lands who knew inbimately whab
and where sach ahupua'a was. They are in the very small minority.
Mostly you esre desling with the ordinsry commorer, the layman, who
latehes on to 3 name and First thing you know it becomes a peopulsr
rname, and then it becomes a restricted usage of it. Even the
very First trevelers spoke aboubt going oot te Waikiki - out te
Wsilkiiki, ever then, golng owt as If they were going oub to the
bathing area without regard te what the Mabele book says Walkiki
embraces. Its hard for people to reallze that anybody up mauka in
Manoas s in Welkiki, and yet $. P. Kalams, one of the brilliant
young Heweilans, who was, I think, in the First classs at Lshaina-
lurma and was the clerk of the Mahele book and subseguent surveyor
and extremely knowledgable o lend names and boundaries, surveyed
some kKuleonos up Ln Keholwsl which is en Yili up in Upper Menoos
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about as fear a5 you can drive, snd very accurately describes the
kuleanas as being "in the 'ili of Kaholwal, ahupua'a of Waikiki',
But, I have no guarrel with those who want to call it Walkiki,
but youtve got to remember how senseless it is when you say that
Waikiki is bounded by the Als Wal Canal and Kapahulu Avenue, when
the Als Wal Canal wasn't even bullt until the mid-20s.

That's right.

Kepahulu Avenue wasn't lald out wuntil the 1880w, so you are tallk-
ing about something that's yesterday in time and Walkiki as an
entity and as & land name goes back about 600 vears.

Cline, as you know we're - you msy khow -~ we are about to send
out & call for books and other literature For our library, and of
course, our archives have been in existence now for about two
years and they are still forming as to indexing and so forth,
Whether for the library or for the archives do you think that
there might be a set of old maps or copies of old maps that we
could obtain -~ that the Club could obisin « in which we could
show the entire shupua'as of Walkiki, just out of interest, and
then show Kapus and sort of trace it that way maybe with a few
little editor-izal comments from you. Do you think that kind of
praject is possible?

I don't bellieve there is one in existence. I've prepared one my-
self for use in talks I have given., Essentislly it is & tax map,
section map, on which I have delinested boundaries and colored up
certain filis in the inbterior - only a dozen or so out of the 80
or 90 for specific purpose and I have had slides made of it so it
can be cast upon a scoreen, but the only detailed maps of Walkiki
are genersally from - take in the area generally from Ala Moana
Shopping Center - maybe from Pilkei - no, maybe all the way from
MeCully s but don't go much Further passt Diamond Head.

That's the old map?

Yeah. That map by §. E. Bishop., It doesn't take you all the way
to the crest of the Kooleu either, 1t only takes you up to say,
er, about where the University of Hawall would be. The Universlty
of Hewall would be in Walkiki. Both Manos snd Palolo would be in
Walkiki .

When our afforts bo consclidate the archives in the library get &
little further along we'd like to come to you for some guidance
and get some of those maps. Would you be willing to help us on
that?

Certainly would.

Great. Is there anything you want to add on Kespua?
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Well, no. Before | close thoughes..s

Well, Cline just to wind this thing up you know T meant to ask
you earlier bub, even by the way of introduction, yvou are =
member of the very exclusive Winged 0" Club, aren’'t you? Thet's
one of the feathers in your bommet. OF course you've been on the
Buard. How long did you serve on thes Board?

I served ten yesrs totaslly - Five years ome time, s hiabus of
three years, and then Flve yesars sgein. 1 am very proud of the
Fact that of the ten yeasrs I was & Director, seven yvesrs I was
also an of ficer which required that not only must I athend
Directors’ meetings, I must alsc atbend meebings of the Execubive
Committes.

That’s a lot of meetings. Wers you able fTo get to them =117

Yes, I did., I am the only one who can ssy I have a perfecht st
tendance at Executive Committee and the Board of Ulrectors, not
only those partlicular regulse meetings bot all special meetings
thereof, and Annual Mestimgs st the end of the vesar,. 1 am very
proud of thet fect.

Crie more thing I am provd of is dhet 1 am the only Director who
Mad a Father preceding him on the Bosrd of Dirsctors. And not
orily that, Dad was the Chsaleman of the Bullding Commitiee st the
previows site and I was veally his counterpsert st this site. I
am guite proud of that.

That's guite an historic observation and rather a tendse thing
to look back on, Well, Cline, how old are you now?

I'm Fifty-ning.
Fifty-nime yesrs old with all that behind vou and you've oot =

lot of years sheasd of yvou as one of the distingulshed members of
the Club.

You introduced me as an old time member, T dom’t consider pysel®
as at old time member. Thers are many anongst my Friends who have
been members of this Club long before I joined.

Wellscaws

e those who had starbed as Junior Members.

Yean, well yvou know I bave besn corrected before on the word

"eldtime' - sometimes people think in terms of the number of
vears that a person has as hils age; snd sometimes its the number
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of yvears of membershin. I think in your case lts the number
of hours spent serving the Club - so in that case, youlre =n
cidbimar. 0.K? Will vou scocept that?

Thank you .

This concludes our interview on June 7, 1882, with John Cline
Mani .



