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J OHN CLINE MANN 

Interview b y Alex H. F . Cas·tr o 

June 7, 1982 

This is Alex Castr·o. We are conducting an interview t h i s afternot'ln 
J une 7, 1982, with John Cline Mann, a long-ti me member of the Outd.gger 
Canoe Club . We are sitting in the Outr igger diningroom and it is now 
five o ' clock in the aft e r noon, the water is very malie a nd there are a 
f ew waves out on t he r eef. 

No w we go to t h e interview: 

C ~ Cline, how did you first become inter ested in the Outrigger 
Canoe Club? 

M: I became interested origin a l ly as a kid, b eing brought to t h e 
Club by my fa ther who was a member for many, many year·s . I 
d id not become a member a t that time during my school ing in 
Honolulu mainly beca u se I .indul ged in s por·ts at Punahou Schoo l 
and c.1n weekends we we nt to Mokul eia beach, where we h ad ~~ 

beach home from 1927, every weeken d and practica lly every 
st; mmer , so that at tt1e t i me I went ofF to col lege 1 was n o t s 
member. I didn ' t become a member un til af'ter \~orld War II, 
a n d a f'ew months l ater, in 1946 , I did become a member. I 
j oin e d a s a regu l a r member i n Febru cwy 1946. My Da d was on e 
of my s ponsor·s; my other spon sor was our f'amily doctor who 
brought me into this world, Dr . Gu y C . Milnor, a lon gtime 
member o f' t he Club . 

From the time I j oined I participated i n volleybal l , a nd 
swimming and all the activities of the Club. I did not, h ow­
e ver, compete in p addlin g nor other t e am sports represen t:insl 
·the Club. I part icip ated f r om the very beginnin g on var ious 
committees, I believe every sin gle c ommittee except the House 
Committee , and my partic i pation i n committee work con tinu ed 
f r om 1946 up t o 196D , at which ·time I was nominated to the 
Boar-d o f' Directors of the Outrigge r Ca noe Club and W~!S el!:lcted 
1960, February. I was immediately given a jolt by being e lect­
ed the Secr etary of the Club, wh i ch was rather an unheard of 
thing for f res h men directors . I had many f r ien ds o n the Board 
a t that time : Past Presidents {Wilf'ord) Godbold, ( Vincent) 
Danford, · ( Herbert "Yabo") Taylor, Marty Anderson, just to think 
of f'our past presidents who joined in t he railroad of my bein g 
n omin ated a nd selected as Secr etary. 

C: Did y ou resent bein g nominated, or wer e you just merel y sur­
pris ed'? 
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M: I was more than sur•prised, I was shocked! BL1t. I was not resentful. 
I was told by my co1lesgu<'s that they wanted me and they since,~ely 
exprrO!ssed that, and I assumed the job i r1 ·that light:. It was a 
rather fright.ening experience ·to come in and have to be the 
Secretat'Y without any real background except my perticipatian since 
1946. 

The first thing I did, however, was to get pen11ission to take home 
t;he volumes containing all the minutes of the Board of' Directors 
beginning with the spe:~cial mee·ting of the Outrigger Canoe Club on 
July, 1939, which was the date on which the Club r·eally was re­
organized far the purpose of building a new Club, at what we now 
call the old site. I prefer to call that the 1 old new club' or 
the 'new old club'. 

IY you recall, the Club was founded in 1908. THe first Yive years 
was an a t~ather informal lease arrangement with the Trustee of the 
Queen Emma Eshote. In 1913 we were given a 25 -year 1 ease, wh ioh 
lease expired in 1938. The next lease the Club had was really a 
sublease rrom Mat:son which took over the premises rr'om tile fJ~Jeen 

Emma Estate on the makai side of Kalak sua 1 so we became a tenan·t 
of Ma·tson Navigation Compm1y. In 1939, a year after' that; lease, 
the CJ.ub was ready to begin its financing and membership campaign 
to put together· funds for ·the then 1 new old club r. 

I t happened that my Dad was eJected at the Board of Directors 
meeting o f July, 1939, a n d was named th e Cha irman o f the Bui.ldin~] 
Cammi t·tee , which had char9e of the planning and ·the building of 
what I call the 'old new club 1 • The Club was compl eted in December 
1940 and from t hat point on I vi sited the Club on numerous oc­
casions with rny famil y , as a guest. . I believe it was Kamehameha 
Day of June, 1 941 , when the Club premises were o f ficially dedi cated. 

Shortly after that I went off to c o ll ege, the War came, I did not 
r eturn until a fter· the War was pau , st which t i me I was i mmediatE:lly 
brought to the Cl u b by my Dad who saw that I was prtlpr~r- ly sponsored 
a n d wi·thin a ve1~y s hor·t time was elec·ted to membership, 

As I said , I participated i n al l the camarader ie <:~Jid soci a l , 
a·thl e t ic h Jnctians of' t he Club all a l ong consuming rathec large 
qlm n t i ties of beer with my fl~iends on t h e Hau TeJ~race , and having 
a hell of a good time from ·the years 1946 to 1960 . 

C: But you we r e never in the ccompeti ti ve • •• i n eny of th€? competit ive 
teams, is that correct? 

M: That ' s correct. I served on the Canoe Committee and the Vol ley­
ball Committee un del~ people like (Harold) noope" Yap cln d othel~s . 

A·t the same time I was a member of' the Board of D i,~ec·tors and the 
Secr etary of it, and I also was n amed to ·the PLsnning Comrni ·t:·tee. 
The Planning Comrni t t:ee had been functioning for several years from 
the time the Club entered into a lease wi·th the Elks Club, a 99-
year' J. ease-' cornmencd.ng November 1 5, 1 95G , ·to occupy one-hal r of' 
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the former Castle property. TheJ-e were many pc,op.le who voted 
for that psrticular lea se at the time it came up for membership 
s pproval who, nevertheless thou ght that we would never eve r oc­
cupy those premises but would , instead, Find some way to remain 
at the old si t e. 

The Commi·ttee continued under the chairmanship of "Bwsn {Ulrich .J. J 
R<;inal ter who was a member or the Board o f Dire ctor·s and t he Vier~ 

Pr esident, and at t he end or my First year on the Board ttBur:.tr wa s 
o F f and out of the Board of Directors and I was named h i s 
successor as chairman of that committee. Some time after I was 
elected I discovered that many of those who had promoted my 

election were rather pr·ominent in a g roup which sought ·to remain 
at the ol.d pt''emises . I did not know this, blJt: i·t wasn 1 t very 
long afte1~ my bein g elected that I realized fl•·om all ·the evidence 
that remaining at the old site was simply not feasible f'or many 
reasons, not only economically , but the tremendous changes that 
had come upon that particular cen ter of' Waikiki which t:JccurJ~ed 

after the end or World War II and the sdvent of big promotion of 
·tourism at the Royo:1l Hswaiian and at the Moana Hotel, and shortly 
thereafter· o·ther hotels in Waikiki . And it ju~;t seemed to me that 
the Club atmosphere we heel en joyed all those many years could nt>t 
possibly survive .i.n competition wi tlo the ot;her~ fac t ors that wer'e 

so dominan·t, 

At t he ·time the Club was ded i cated in 1940, the Cl ub had what is 
called a Club License - clu b liquor lic ense . On e o f t he pro v i sions 
of that t ype of l i cense i s t h at sal es cannot be mad€1 t o <Sn y ex ­
c ep t members o r gu est member s . Something ver y d i fficult to police 
unless we had a c r edit system but, of c ourse , you remember we 
d.idn 1 t. Cash from the beginn ing wa~3 the USU<'-J l method of pay ing -
of course i t , had t o be d uring t h e war and conti n u ed in a l l t hose 
p ost-war y ear·s up t o the time we were making those decisions in 
1960 , 1961 and 1962. 

One of t he very bad feahwes tha·t the Club experienced was after 
She rat on p urchase d the Royal Hawa i hw1 and Moan a properties in 1958 , 
a n d s h ortl y theJ~eafter Sheraton got the CJ ub t;o appr o ve the buil d­
i n g or a b oardwal k between the Royal a n d the Moan a and this allowed 
pedestr i ~:;tn t r affic on the beach inst ead of just on Ka l akaua Avenue, 
and t h e Club was open "from the mauka e n d to t he makai end wi th 
peopl e corning i n and out who had n o b usiness being on the p r emises. 
They c ould pass i nto the Hau Terrace, sit down, p u r c hase booz e, a nd 
pay cash . This was one of the b<:-Jd feat ures we were exper iencing at 
t h at time . Shortly before we moved down her e, however~ t h e Board 
oF Di r•ectors put a stop to tha t s i tuation an d we did c u t it ofr , 
but; the p oin t i s t h a t we were a tsr~get of •• • we we r e a p l ece t hst 
p e ople want ed to go to whether t h e y were members or not. The hotels 
pJ~omoted i t . Ev e rybody wanted to go t o th e Ou t r· igger Can oe Cl u b 
a n d enjoy ·the scen er·y <Sn d th€;1 pretty girl s fol~ good pr i ces and to 
pay cash . 
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More and more each dsy, ~Jsch we(_,k 1 each month the Club 1 s whole 
image and atmosphere changed From one that was s tric tly CltJI:.J 
·to something that was semi -public and this had a very advet~se 
effect upon the membership and had a very direct effect upon 
subsequent decisions to not remain a·t that site. The Board of 
Oirector·s had dil~ected the Planning Committee to continue in~ 
vef:;t;i.gating the possibility of highrise development at the new 
site at the Elks Club, and this we did "for many, many months. 
And I should remind you the only means of Finsnci ng such an 
arrangemen·t was a co-op beca use the Act which pl~ovided r or the 
Horizontal Property Regime had not been ins titute d. 

At the same time we were talking about planning of facili t ies 
even just in schematics for this Elks Club site, there were 
pressures on the Board of Directors by developet-s, or potential 
developers, or psuedo developers, to r·ema.in at a n d develop the 
old site. One, in par·ticular y I remember was .John Avent who 
made a deal wi th the Board of Directors prior to my s1etting on 
which would have him purchase ·the l ast couple or yec-Jrs of our 
sublease at the old site, for- a premi um, and in addition he 
would assist in expediting the planning proces s f or a building 
to be built down here at the Elks Club site. Eventually that 
s cheme fizzled and i t•s alwa ys bLlrned me up because of t he ract 
that we l<ad to liquid<.'lte some oF our Building Fund, at a time 
whe n the mark e t was d e pr·essed , to pay f·or· arch i t ect u r·sl r·e n der­
ings, et; cetera, et cet.e t~a , and of cour·se 1 the whole t h i n g came 
to a screami n g h al t later on when it t u rned out; that Avent w<:ls 
not the s ubstantial developer that h e had made h i msel f out ·to 
be . As y ou know, the Wa i k i k i Devel opm;;m t Company had taken 
o ver the lease of' all Queen Emma p roper ties , i n c luding the Out ­
rigger· Canoe Club, sub j ect , of cour se! to the rt:main ing leases 
in Favor c1F Mstsotl snd the sublease i n f"avor of t h e Outr iggel~ 

Canoe Club. 

C : About th i s time do ym.t r~ecal l approximstely the cor1d i ticm o f 
our sublease? That i s, how long i t had to go? 

M: As I said , I was elected in 1960 and o ur subl ease had until 
October 30, 1963, to go 1 so we were raced ;.;,t thst ·time with 
somr~thing l i ke a little o v e r three and one - hal f years to make 
u p mJr mi nds and d o it . So it was nat very much t im e . 

C : Did you k n o w what the n ew rent mi g h t b e i f we wer e t o r emain a t 
the old site? 

M ~ I dontt recall the condition s . Bu t at the time, I remember , it 
seemed wc;y beyond o u r ab.i1 i ty to pay. Becau se , even t hen, there 
was nobody who had taken o ver t h e old premises . As i t turn ed 
out the successFu l l essee o f the p r oper·ty was Ro y Kelley who 
e ventUEllly , <::lS we know , buil t a hotel u pon the site and named 
it t;he Ou t rigger . Bu t we had nobody t o d e a l with at that t i me. 
Everything was very u p in the a i r• . 

At any ,~ ate , thr ough t h e y t;ar 1960 u p t o May , 1962 1 my commi ttee 
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tried desperately to come up with some concE~pt at the Elks 
Club which woul d include highrise facilities a n d a club - ell 
this at the direction of' the Boa rd o f Directors. Now this was 
getting down to within eighteen months of t h e end o f our lease, 
and 'finally on May 17, 1962, the Soar ·d of Dir-ectors instructed 
my committee to stop all planning wh ich involved a h ighrise de­
velopment and t:o proceed for·thwi th, and with dispatch 7 to design 
and f"inanc e a ne w club only an d we emb arked upon that t he ver·y , 
very next day. 

For the Elks Club site . 

For• the Elks Club site. 

The da·te is about what;? 

May 17, 1962. 

f62? 

M: May 17, 1962. Our committee of s ix - I think I can remember, 
Wa rd Russell, myself, Tom Wells, Hal Whitaker, Dickey Tha cker 
and Wa J.ter CoLLins, was the Planning Committee. We had a com­
pc;mion c omm i ttee which was caLLed the Be ach Developme nt Committee 
c h a ired b y Kei t h Wa ll ace. Al s o o n the c o mmittee was mysel f and 
General ( Don ald M.) Schmu ck, and a ll those gen tlemen were char ged 
wi th proceeding f or th with with t h e developme n t of t .he new Faci l i ­
t i es . 

We h;;;Jd very l i tt.l e t ime to d o i t, b u t a t the very outset General 
Schmuck expressed h is f'eel i.ng, end we all fol l o wed , thet the Club 
woul d b e r eady for a party on Chr i stmas Day ( 1963) 'for the 
membershi p . Even iF t h e Club wa s not cornpl e ·te l y f i n i shed, at 
.least it would b e in such shape that we wo,_lld be sbl e to en joy 
a par-ty , and that was the gosl we hsd - beg inn i ng May 18, 1962 . 

C: So you had eighteen mon ths t o get a f easibility study oF wh at the 

Club neede d, put the plans t ogether a n paper', get the thing u p , 
an d hsv e a Chr istmas p a t"ty . And y ou start ed from absol ute scratch. 
Ho w did you do i t ? 

M: Wel l , I m.ight j u st outline the things t h st h ad to be done . The 
F i r s t thin g we did was outl i ne what we h a d to d o. The f irst 
thing was the developmen t of a r a t her b r i ef , bu t a!- ticu l;:l"l;e pro­
£.:; r am. Th i s i nvo l ved a memb e r".;hip util i ty c;f a c:; e l~tain number of 
people based upon a tota l membe rship of X numbe r of people' and s 
factor wbich al l owed For the Lltil i ty of those people. In o t her 
wat'ds , .iF we had 1, 500 peop l e i n t h e Club , rou gh l y 500 people are 
usin g i t al l t h e ·time, a n d we decided t.hat ·t he fact;or would • •• we'd 
u se the same factor, becal.Jse e very thing wss all g u e ss wo r k - use 
the same factor of u t i lity which was in use, or wh i ch wa £; apparent­
ly the fsctor at t h e old Club . Of c tiiJrse, these wer-e a l l guess 
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figures because YC"JLJ never know what those factors would be until 
after yOLJ build a new club. F'or example, we cr;uJ.d have been 
completely wrong by developing a club which s uddenly W"-'S so 
beau·ti ful and so del ightf'ul and thtm the prices or the food were 
so reasonable and the service so good that instead of having 500 
or 3 3% utility, suddenl y we had instead 66"/o. Then we 1 d find our­
selves with wall-to-wall people with no room for· t hern. These 
are the hazards of planning. On the other band, if our quality 
was so bad, the SE'!rvice so poor, t he f'ood so expensive and the 
dLJes so high that we went from 33% down to 15% of· course, we 
woL.Lld have been defeated, also. So everything was guess work , 
and we just hoped that the good Lord would srnile on us. 

So, the first thing was a program. This was done within a week 
and we got appr·oval of the Board of Oir ector·s almost immediately. 
The arch itects had already been selected, the firm af Val Ossipoff, 
and a companion Fir·m of Wimbet·ly, Wh isenand 1 Allison & Tong. We 
decided esrlier, of course , that the pr·imary archi teet for design 
was Val Ossi.pof'f and the specification writin~J would come from 
the other firm. Val , himself, took the lead i n the design, which 
is what we wan ted. If you k n ow people like Val, when he sees a 
site, and sees a potential he puts himself into it like no other 
architect can. He was in love with the site f r om the very first 
day , which made it very easy frJr us to get work aut of the firm •. 

The next thing, of course, was the preparation of schr::.matics -
t r affic f'low particularly - intermingling of cars and welk-ins., 
a nd locker traffic , and swimmers, and snack b a r traFfic and dining 
r oom traffic, and all those intricate thi ngs that on ly somebody 
like Val Ossi p oFf can solve - at the same tirne having a beautiful 
clLJb. We decided that we would do our bes t within our means to 
produce something (:Jf high quality wi"tl'lOu"t; skimping on anything . 

This gets to finances. Beginning in 1958 you remember that in 
those days the Federal Excise Tax on club dues was still in 1~ Ffect. 

The Board of Directors (this was in 1958 beFore I was on the 
Board} had provided for a supplement ta income by setting forth an 
an assessment ta all regular members. S o in addition to dues 
there was an assessment For building purposes and under the IRS 
r·egulations then in force that assessment amor.mt was non -taxable -
however, the dues were. (It wasn v t until 1964 that Congress dlJmped 
the tax, so it r·eally had the effect or r·educing the amoun·t tJf 

money that mos t people call dues. ) 

However, in 1945 the Board had promoted an a mendment to t he By­
laws which provided for a Building Fund and Committee whose job 
.i. t was to accumulate funds from profits f'r·om operations, and t h is 
particulsr~ comm.i ttee functioned very beautifully dur-ing U1e war 
years when the ClL1b was ver·y highly profitable. I sh ould say 
from 1945, 146, '47, 148 perhaps, at which time the revenues of 
the Club declined and we were in another bind, but a Building 
Fund had been started, had bee n nurtur ed by Les Hicks and his 
people, and this came largely From the initial profits from op-
erations plus dividends and bond interes·t. We were r aced w1th 



occ 13-7 

that particular gr owing rund p lus the accumulations or the assess­
ments to the year 1963 when we anticipated moving into this spot. 

So, we saw r oughly a club that looked like it was goir1g to cost 
about a million and a quar·ter dollars, and we had runds in the 
Buildin g Fund estimated to come to about $700 ,000 which meant that 
we had to b arrow r oughly $550 1000 . We were ver-y for t unate at this 
time o f h a ving on the Board or Directors a person by the name of 
Charles Pie tsc h , .Jr., who had demons t r ated a kn ack of obtaining 
finan c ing For~ p r o j ects sLtch as the Ka haL3 Hil ton 1 and it was lar ge­
ly tht~augh his effor ts the:1t ·the two lead banks - Bishop Bank a nd 
Bank of Hawaii - were prevailed upon 'l~o lend the Club $500,000. We 
didn'·t t hink we'd need the o·thel'' $50,000 at the time. We eventually 
did; bor rowed it;, and paid it o'ff on a short term note so we had to 
des i gn and build the Club costing $1,250,000. 

Before describ i ng the four phases of beach development, it is 
necessary to establish some background . 

The 1927 Territorial Legislature passed an act to improve the beach 
and submerged land or Waikiki l ying between the then existing mean 
highw<:~ter mark and the reef, beginn ing a t wh at is now ·the channel 
into Al a We i Yacht Harbor and extendin g ·towards Diamond Head to 
t h e s ou therly bou ndary of the Elks Club. An agr eement involving 
t he gov e rnment a n d al l abutting proper t y owner s and lessees was 
executed and r ecorded in 1928. The Funds sppropriatr-:!d wer•e totally 
inadequate ror the scope or the project, consequently dur ing t he 
ensu ing :35 years the government was able to i mprove only a few 
r elatively small areas, primarily at City-owned Kuhio Beach, and in 
1956 Henry Kaiser developed a considerabl e portion or the public 
doma in rronting the o l d Niumalu Hotel in return for title to re­
c laimed land now a part or Hilton Hawaiian Vi l lage , 

We clearly recognized that the c hances of the government improv­
ing our section fronting upon p rivately-owned land were absolutely 
nil. The only way beach improvements could be made would require 
our own ef"rorts and fundlng. We initially hoped that we could de­
vise an arran gement whereby ·the Ou trigger Canoe Club would ac·· 
complish t l"le task as an agent or the Governmen·t acting pursuant to 
the 1927 Act a nd 1928 AsJr ee.ment. Accordin gly we o·frered a f"ormal 
proposal and con rerred em numerous occasions in early 1962 with 
State Attorney General Shiro Kas hiw 21 and Assistant Attorne y General 
~~edger Betts. Both of' them were most cooper·ati ve, but eventual ly 
we were i n formed tha·t our proposal was not; acceptable . Our project 
would r-equire a special agreement invol ving the Board o f La nd and 
Natural Resources, the Depar·tment or Transportation (Harbors Di­
vision), the abutting owners ( the Oarrows and the Elks) and the 
respective lessees ( Colony Surf a nd Outrigger Canoe Club). Con­
str uction plans would requil~e the approval of the said two govern­
mental agencies and, in addition , the U. S. Corps or En g ineers . 

The draft of the agreement prepared by J udge Wilford Godbold 
LWJder went sever-al r a the r t . .Jnst;b~;;t'"lnti>i-11 revisions in orc1'3r to met.-Jt 

the approval or ·the Attorney General. I n late Apt~il 1962 a f i.nal 
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draft received verbal appr•oval . Meanwhile the constru c ·t.ion draw·­
ings f or· the f.irst stage af· improvements had been prepared and 
governmental approval received. A contr act had been recently 
signed with Hawaiian Dredging, prior authority having been grant­
ed by the membership at the annual meeting of February 1962 . 
Construction could not commence however until all parties had 
signed the all important agreement, a nd t he government agencies 
insisted on signing last. 

It was my task to get the signatur'es and acknowledgments of c:lll 
the private parties. The DCC was easy , since only the president 
and secretary were required. Likewise Mr. and Mrs. Oar·row. Colony 
Surf presented a minor p roblem. John Barkhorn, as president , was 
r eadily available; the secretary was his recently divorced wife, 
Dorothy, not always in the office, and this situation caused a few 
days delay. 

The Elks were s omething else. Al'!.:hou gh their Board o f Trustees had 
earlier granted en i;hLJsiastic approval (naturally, since they would 
be beneficiaries without financial obligation), the Lodge rules re­
quired that al l five must sign. We did not want to wait until 
their next board meeting several weeks hence, particular l y since 
there was no assurance that all five would be in attendance, Con­
sequently , I had to chase the trus tees down, one at a ·t:ime. The 
first four were personal friends of mine who cooper ated beautifully. 
Nevertheless obtaining four individual signatures was time con-· 
suming, requiring at least one week. The fifth director, a first 
class turkey , didn ' t like the DCC, s o he played hard-to-get for 
sever al more days. Meanwhile I had informed Hawai ian Dredging that 
they could commence construction on a specific date being reason­
ably confident ·that by that dat;e I would have succeeded in obtain­
insJ al l private and governme n tal signatures. My pl an went awry, 
however·, thanks to the fifth Elks trustee, and the contr~actor 
actually jumped the gun. This did not escape the attent.ion of t h e 
chief of the Ha rbor•s Division, who blew his whistle after one day 
of dredging, which was suspended for another day or two while I 
finally got the last two (governmental) signatures, and the docu ­
ment dated May 7, 1962. Considerable quantities of beer were jus ti­
f"iab.ly con slimed by this Beach Development Committee: 1-Jallace, 
Schmuck , Russell and Mann. 

Thus the First phase of beach development was already a week or 
so under way when on May 17, 1962, the OCC Boar~d of Directors made 
its all important decision to develop a club-only faci l ity a t the 
n ew site. 

The beach plan was enlarged from Phase I, to Phases 2, 3, .an d 4 
over the next year a nd a h alf to inclu de in addi tior·r , a coral base 
in rr·ont of the Elks property and the constr uction of a 1 ow r·oc.::k 
wall at the Diamond Head side of the Elk s proper-ty, construction 
of a blue rock groin at the Honolulu side of the Darrow. property. 
Almost; from the beginning the fir st wall , namely the one on the 
Diamond Head side of the Elks, was cover ed over with sand, and 
there are very few people today who know that it is in existence, 
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but both wall s are required for the stability of the beach that 
was eventu ally built. 

I might, at this particular point J say that we discovered s ome­
thing apparently tha t many people h ad known many years bef~or-e, 

that was this land of Kapua on which we are situated is in fact 
a l a rge sand dune which exten ds all ·the way from ·the Kaim ana 
Hotel brJundar·y - which is owned by the Mcinernys - al l the way 
to Coconut Avenue a r-r d extends a ll t:he way up to the 1 imestone 
cliffs wher· e the old he .iau u s ed to be and, of c ourse , La Pietra 
in more recent years. All of this sand l ay below about a fnot 
and a half l ayer of dir·t and we were able to plan f or, and s;ub­
s equently did get, appr·ox.i.mately 11,000 cubic yar ds of bElaut.iful 
beach sand just f rom t he excavation or this par tictJlar proper·ty 
that we are on • All of this became a part of the public dornain 
when it was p l aced on the beach, and to make u p much o f the void 
where we had taken the sand we e n larged the dredging of the 
lagoon so that the cor a l taken From the lagoon could go back and 
repl ace the sand that had been removed. 

The i ntent o F my description o f the land of Kapua was to say 
that we knew from excavations by the State, the City, and other·s 
in t he vicinity , s uch as pipe lines, water lines, sewer lines , 
that mt..Jch s a nd was ava.Uable and we had tes ted this particul a r 
site and knew that san d was avai l able e ventually at such time 
thoi: we wot..r.ld ac tually get to the beach constt~ucti.on, as opposed 
t o the initial d t-eds!ing . 

C: O. K . So I gather tha·t wi·th this corrstr uction that was started 
you had the clearance to borrow the mone y and go ahead. Is that 
correct? 

M; That ' s r·ight. The sum and s ubstan ce of the meeting of November, 
1962, was that the membership was pleased wi t h the plan s as pre­
sen ted, a n d when request was made f'or au thority - t he Boa r d was 
giver' author i·t:y to proceed with the f inal plans, l et the con­
structio n ot..rt to bid, to execute a con tract for a total cost not 
to exceed $1 ,200 ,000 , an d to borrow such funds as would be r e­
qLrired. 

C: Wa s there any s tat ic from a .large local minor ity, or did it go 
through pretty c l early - pr·et:ty smoothly? 

M: Tha t p ar ti c ular meeting went through pretty smoothly. I can 
only say that it was becau~:;e of the careful planning that wen t 
i n and the f i nesse with which the architect depicted the beaut.i ­
ful club which would be s~neday on the site. Now, this was 
November, 1962. Mind you, we had to be o u t • •• o u r l ease g oes to 
October 3 0 t h ( 1963). Even t h en we were makin g plans to exten d 
our tenure on that site. 
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C: Th is was November , 1963? 

M: 1963 - extend the term of our tenure with whomever the n ew lessee 
might be. It turned out that it was Roy Kelley, a member of the 
Outrigger Can oe Club also, and I can ' t remember the date at wh ich 
time we proposed this to him, but the bottom l ine was that he had 
no firm pl ans to occupy the premises as of October 30th or 3 1st, 
1963. He h.:;~d no plan s as yet, and we er1tered into an agr·eement 
with F~oy to extend our· tenure t here ;crt the site for two ful l. 
months to December 31st:., 1963. This gave the Pl anning Committee 
extra time. Of c ourse, we ner~~ded it - although we had al r eady 
promised ourselves that we were going to have a party on Chris t­
mas day of 1963. 

Well, we were faced with a very, very severe time f r ame a n d .it 
became ver y obvious that we would have to make special plans to 
cor1struct the faci lity in phases. A very cl ever a r ran gement was 
devised by General Schmuck, who at that time was a high level 
employee wi th Hawaiian Dredg ing Company , a nd he was instrumental 
i n havin g Hawaiian Dredging Company, thr ough its President, 
Lowell Dillingham, propose to t he Outrigger Canoe Chrb that .i t 
would be in the Club' s best interest to do as much site work a -t; 
the s ite prior· 1~o askin g for bids rrom the genel-al con tractor. 
As it turned oui; , it was ·true t and we saved atwut two mc:>nths. 
What this meant was 7 the old strlJctul-es on ·the entit-e site would 
be cleared and the basic excavat ion on the site be completed 
so that any contractor who would bid on t he cllJb facilities WOlJld 
be raced with a n absolutely immaculatet clean site to .start · with. 

At the same time the next beach development stage could go on . 
Mean whil e all the time the p l a n s were being c ompleted so we 
wer e n 't wasting any t ime at all - we were savin g it . The Boar-d 
of Directors was very impr essed by this proposal, so Lowell 
Dillingham' s suggestion was a pproved by the Board of Dir ectors 
and within a matter oF a few weeks we h ad entered into a contr act 
f or the second p h ase of the beach development which involved the 
bui lding of the beautiful grain on the town sid e of t he Colony 
Sur•f, the enlarging of the dredging area, the clea r ing/demolishing 
of all the old buildings and the ("lXcavsting. This invo.l ved re­
moving ever•y single tree, vine and shrub on the old prr~mises wi th 
one exception, a n d that is the monkeypod whi c h i s on the left hand 
side of the premises as one comes in. Of course, From the very 
beginning we had planned that a substantial portion of our budget 
would be for n ew l andscaping to take the place of all the ·trees 
that had ·to be removed . So, as we moved into .January a n d February , 
1863 the site was c l eared the second phase of beach development 
was complete - we were ready to go to bid, and the bids were in 
t he hands of the contractors at the time of the Annual Meeting of 
the membership of t he Outr igger Canoe Club in Februar y, 1963 . 

C: So now you a r e ten months away from the Christmas party and we 
donrt have a club up yet. O.K? 
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M: We haven't started it yet. 

C: ThatTs right. 

M~ I should back up just br·iefly to say that shortly after the Special 
Meeting of· the membership of Novembe.r, 1962, the Board went C:lhead 
to secure financing, Charlie Pietsch, on our Board, was ver~y in­
strumental in getting t:wr; b;::mks to commit to s hslf-million dol.lc::1r 
loan. I m1ght give you the ·t.erms 'for your infor-mation. The 
t erms wer•e $500,000, repayment period 15 years, with no poi.nt.s, 
and interest at the nate of 6%% pf;r annum. 

C: Oh, that's very nice, ve ry nice . 

M: ~</hich was .•• the mere fact that e club was able to secure fin~mcing 
in the first place was enough to shock a lot of people, The tel~ms 

of that psrticular loan were even more shocking. 

C: Abmlt one-third the amount of interest you woul d havE; to pay today, 
if you could get ·the loan . 

M: Exactly. We didn't make lJse of that lDan until many months later, 
and the idea was that we would first liquidate the fund that we 
had and then cc:ill upon the loan to fin i sh i:t;e project. But, I 

announced to the membership at the February, 1963, Annual Meeting 
that the con·tractors had possession of the p1 ans and specifications, 
and we had decided to fJi ve them all a decent amount of t ime so that 
all tl'le factors relatir1 g to the pJ~oject would be well known to all -
the hope, of' course, being that we would get very favorable bids. 

At the same time the Planning Gommi ttee discerned t:hat one of our 
colleagues on the Board, George F!~~)i tas, certainly r•egarded as one 
of the top contractors in all of Hawaii, was impressed, cr at least: 
he seemed to tie impressed~ with the plans that he was called upon 
to approve. He was impressed by the manner in whic!-1 the ar•chitect; 
presented the new plans to the Special Mee·t:.ing and we all f'elt that 
George would want to build the Club. It appeared to be a prestigious 
project; i t appeared to have all the qw7lli ty ·!~ha·t we would be ver·y 
proud of owning . So the day for the opening the bids was a very im­
portant day in our 1 i ves, and tha·t was in the third week :i.n Marcl1, 
1963, and the good Lord smiled upon us ;;1gain -- the lowest bid was, 
in f<ilct, Pacific Construction ( Frr~itas) and the bid that they 
ofFered was considerably below what we had budgeted. My recol­
lection is something on ·the order of $80,000. 

C: Less, than your budget. 

M: Less then our budge·t. ~ve had a bit of a eel ebration on the par·t 
of the committee . We had lunch and numer·ous cocktails at nearby 
Trader Vic's. 

I shOL.!ld gs;.; bsck snd st.ate t.hat immediately after tl-H~ Annual Me~eting 
or the membership of' February, 1963, it !";e~;1merl desirab1£" th:;,1t the 

old Planning Committee be recn~ganized, What happened was, we 
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amalgamated the Planning Committee and the Beach Development 
Committee into one and called it the Building Commi t.·te e. Two 
members of the for·mer Planning Commi tt£,H3 dropped off 1 Hal 
Whitaker and Dickey Thacker~ leaving as the Building Committee 
mysel 'f , Wa rd Russell 1 Torn Wells, Kr~i th Wallace•, Gener a l Schmuck 
and Walter Collins. 

The Board o f Directors authorized the officers to execute a con ­
t r act w:l th P a ci fie Construction - the (;onstruction -t;o start on 
or about April first, , 1963, and the Membership Committee o r the 
Club in conjunction with the Board of Directors dec ide d tha t 
·that would be a fine time to have a party for the member-sl-lip. 
Accordingly, a party was planned at the bare new site on a 
given Sunday. People could come ir1 and P"'irk en t h e cleare d site ·ar1d 
under a tent, drink beer 1 see t h e surf, see the cc:noes , and all 
about ·t he ne·~~t, site so tlley 1 d he:1Ve a g o od i d ea o 'f what was in 
store f'or them in t h e next eight or nine months; and the very 
next day, April first, as I recall, the con·tractor mov~~d in and 
commenced constructing the new Club. 

The g oad Lard Fav ored us over- the next ens uing nine months vd . t h 
a l most perfect westher. Only one day in the next nine rnon-t:hs 
did it rain hard enough so that the ccmtrsct ar had t·o suspend 
operations . At one time we we1~e threatened with a loc;s of o ne 
day or poul~ing concr·ete because HC&O (the concr•e te sub-con·tractor' ) 
was hsv i ng El str•ike wh ich was goin g to be one , two, thr ee days, 
n obod y seemed t o know , but on an hourrs notice we ·tol d the con­
tractor .in n o uncer tain t ePms t.hat we wer e not goi n g t o s.i t by 
a nd l e t one day go b y , that he had to seek concrete from another 
supplier so that h e wouldn't; mi ss that par· ti.c ular pour-· wh ich 
h appened to be about the f our•th level of the par•king a nd he ~-;uc­

ceeded in get,ting Pacifi.c Concf~ete to suppl y t hem far that part i -­
cu l ar day a n d they didn 1 t lose a sin g l e hour . We we r•e veo•r y l ucky. 

One o r t h e big t hings; t h a t we wanted wat'; for many rea:;on s ~ main­
l y psycholog i csl - b u t we wanted the member-sh i p e ventu a l ly to 
come down to the Cll.Jb and b e ·f aced with a club that looked 1 ike 
it hEld been he!~ e f"o1~ many years . We didn 1·t want i t to look like 
a br•an d new club which mean i; that the trees that came in coul d not 
be o f· the y o un g v s r i.ety. For' examp l e , we woul d not b r ·ing i n coco ­
n u ts like we d i d - my Dad di d - down at the old n ew site where 
the c onventional way o f plantinr~ a coco n u t was t o put the coc rJnut 
in t he ground wi th f..'lb out t wo or t hree fee t spr' o u ting above and 
l et natur-e tElke i t s coUI~se ovet~ ·the next 25 years . We dec; i ded 
that the c aconu·ts t hat wo uJ. c.l be brought i n - eventLJa Lly · we were 
to plant 80 of them - wot..ild all have to be at least 25 years old . 
These we got very c heaply becausr-:? normally people try t o get r· id 
o r c oconuts . Th e ma j o r' cost i n plan t i ng t all coconuts i s , o f 
course , t h e 1abor and mac hinery costs~ namely t he flat bed tr· a.i l. ers 
and t:he or <.~ne , the l abor cas·t <3lso , We we re ab l e to install all 
of o u r coconut;s at $1 DO a piece, and I u nder· s t and thai.~ $300 or $40 0 
Ls the go i n g r ate nowadays. 
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But I am getting ahead of my story. Mrs. Robert Thompson, other­
wise known as Kitty, we had engaged as our consultant in land­
scaping, and we had a budget of about $20,000 to $22,000 which 
couldn't take you ver·y f .ar i n 1982, but in 1963 we got a lo·t 
for our money. I mentioned the 8 0 c;oconut; trees. She was thf~ 

one who laid out the original plan. We wanted the coconuts 
placed in such a way that it would look l ike we had planted a new 
bt.Ji.lding amongst an existing coconut grove, We also had to pre·· 
ser·ve the old hau terrace concept . This was not as r'"asy. We had 
to t ransplant haus in the:ir slip form - when I say slip, I mean 
cutting form, although they were mature. The fi rst nine haus we 
brought in were about twelve 'feet tall, about s ix or eight inches 
in caliper, and they came directly fr·om the Tantalus area - about 
one quart,er mile down Round Top Drive from Rc.1y Bush's house. These 
event;ually went in jcJst as one plan·ts hibiscus , Hau i s actually a 
member· of the hibiscus fami ly - and we stuck them in the ground 
and h oped for the best, and I g uess I took the brunt of' it because 
it was promptly and i mmediately labeled Cline Mann's folly. Well, 
I might be getting ahead or the story, but those particular haus 
wer e planted in December and showed no gl~owth at all until Apr il 
or May of 1964 at which time leaves did appear on at least six of 
them and three had to be eliminated. Eventually two more had to 
be e liminated and were replaced by hau trees that we had already 
anticipated using by having t .hem growing in Makiki NL1rsery 1 and 
these wer·e brought in at about two-inch caliper· and s u bsequently 
developed into big trees and, of cour se, the rooF over the t1au 
terrace is now virtually a forest • . 

C: Representingnineyears of growth , and a lit·tle bit less for some 
of the onf.~s you had to replace. 

M: Yes . One of the other· fea tures of' trying t o meet thi s par•ticu1 ar 
dead! ine was that it wasn ' t until September that we got around trJ 
selecting furniture and furnishings, a nd h ere again we h ad ••• we 
fotlowed our previous 'formula of going with quality and we were 
very i mpressed with the ~John McGuir e fu rniture - as expensive as 
it was~ but it seemed to be the quality we wan ted and within our 
budget , and we thought we could get it i n 
wer e lucky. The ,John McGuire furniture, 
chairs in the diningroom and the bar· a r•ea 
the stuff •••• 

C: Rattan? 

time. Here again we 
which was all of the 
- I forget what you call 

M: Rattan, with l eather thongs. They all had to come from the 
Orient . The upholster"y all had to come f'rom San Fr·ancisco and how 
we mainta i n ed our l'Jck 1 will never know, but the two fr··eighter s 
carrying the t wo .loads arrived in Honolulu a day apart and we de­
cided that r a t her than have our contr-actor, Western Interiors, 
t ake a ll of the s tuff from the pier to his war·ehouse f'or assemb l y, 
we decided h• have him do his assembling at the Du·trigger Canoe 
Club and the diningr·oom was sufficiently complete in December for· 
u se as a night wa rehouse a nd a•=«o;embly area. (La l.lgh). 
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C: Shortcut. 

M: Yeah, and we must have saved several days there, but we needed 
every day in order to get to the very important Christmas party. 

C : All right now, we at~e all fur-nished and we 1 ve got big t r·ees in~ 

and it is just about Chris tmas time'? Are we ready for the party? 

M: Yes. We've gotten sll of our landscaping in also, and we s ub­
stantially invested in qLJi te a 11umber of trees on the Elks Club 
s i de of ·the premises ostensibly to hide our ugly building frorn 
their sight! 

C: (Laugh}. 

M: And these are, o f course, the big, huge brassaia trees that you 
see along the property as you come in, and the idea was to pro­
vide a virtual inpenetrable wall so that we could not see the 
Elks Club. 

C: Presumably you had your kitchen in. 

M: The kitchen was in, the bar was complete , substantially. The 
ki·tchen was complete to the point t.hat they could make pupus and 
produce dr inks For· a cockta.il party only at Cr1ristmas time, a nd 
fortunate l y we were blessed wi 1:h beaut;i fu1 weather' a n d the 
membership attended in dr·oves. We had a dozen park .i.n g boys to 
make :i. t easier' to come in and out and we required - needed every 
one of them. I believe that the reaction o'f the membership was 
very goad . I think they were very pleased with wh a t they saw 
and we were very_ proud that we were able to meet our deadline 
that we had self-imposed. 

C: Well that was q u ite a n unde rtakin g , Cline, a n d you made your 
dead line, and everybody was in, and of course there were many 
finishing touches. Whe n was the ki ·tchen actually ready For 
meals? 

M: Well, you remember that we were on tt1e premises of the old Club 
to midnight of December 31, 1963, at which time we h ad fire 
cracker•s and tears as evet-yl~ody said goodbye to the - h e r·e again, 
I like to say the new old Club, or the old new Club, .January 
Fir st, second, and thir·d was a period in which no one -· n 1::1 members ­
could be on either of the 1:wo p t•emises . These three days were re-· 
qui.red fcJr a transition from one site to the other· and I must .say 
that Dan Ross, our manager at that t ime, did a s u per" job, so that 
on Saturday, .Jenuary 4·th, the Club opened f·or the fi r st time here 
on the new site. 

C: That' s great. Now let' s stop t here, Cline . I'd like to depart 
from your build ing story unless you have any other things to add 
at the moment and go back a little way. When we wer·e talking 
about t.he c l ear-ing of' the land ynu men1: inned the name of Kapua as 
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being a sand dune. Is tha·t an ancient name clr a name o r a part, 
or just t his par•ticular· ar·ea? How d id that name evolve? I know 
you have a r eputation , not only of being a historian of the Club, 
but qui te an historian of the land of Hawaii and in your capacity 
as a surveyor it might come natur·ally, but I am sur e you can fill 
u s in about Kapua . 

M: Well, I think we should start wit;h what the .land divisions were 
in Hawaii. We are talk in g about sections called ahu pua 1 as. ThesF.? 
are sect ions that were designated '500 to sao year··s ago by ancient 
Hawaiians based on topographical features, r~idges, water cour·ses 
and the like, but an ahupLJa'a can be anything from the smallest, 
something like two to three acres in Lahaina , to the largest, 
Kahuku, in Ka ' u on the Island or Hawaii - something ! ike 19a ,ooa 
acr es. So you have roughly 1 , 200 ahupua' as in all of Hawaii rang­
ing from two <'3cres to 190 ,-ooo acres in size. These were desig­
nated, ss I have said~ about 500 or' 600 yea r s ago a nd they were 
named also at that period of time. Many of the ahupuaras h ave 
s ubdivisions called 'ilis. Now , on this ish.'lnd we have about 80 
ahupua'as and one o f them is the ahupua'a of Waikiki, and it comes 
as a great surprise to most people, newcomers and oldtimers alike , 
to r ealize that the name Waikiki i s not in i ts ancient sen se what 
i s commonl y known as Waikiki today in the tour-ist/malihini r:;ense. 
The cc)mmon definition of Waikikl t(.l the media and the tourist 
bureau and otl"lers associated with it is a n a r·ea bounded by the 
Ala Wai Ci3nal and Kapahulu Avenue. Waikiki in its a ncient sense 
is all the 1 and extending from about, in general ter·rns, wh e r e Ward 
Ave nue is all the way out to Hawaii Kai including Kuliouou, which 
i s s topping short of Bishop Estate's land at Maunalua. It extends 
from the sea to the top of Koolau range, roughl y 22,aoo acres, and 
in those 22 1000 acres are about 80 or 90 'ilis - as I mentioned 
earlier- , SL.rbdiv.ir-:;ions. In Waikiki one of ·the 'i lis had the n a me 
or Kek.io , and Kelda h;; pretty much Like most of the:! ' il is in Wa i­
kiki - as a matter of fact most of the 'ilis in any ahu pua' a a r e 
comprised of more than one piece . 

One or the pieces of the 'ili is what is known as a lele, a piece -
a detached piece. The lele her•e is called Kapua and it is b ounded 
b y the s e a on ·the makai side and by the l imestone eli ffs on the 
mauka side - r~>ughly where La Pietr·a is , La Pietra be ing in tt1 e 
'ili of Kapahulu. 

C: And we are in the ••• 

M: We are i n the 'ili of Kekio and this particulc:tr lele of it is 
cal l ed Kapua, The boundary on the nor·th side runs along the face 
or the l<aimana Beach Hotel, that is where the old Paci f i e Com-· 
mercial Cable lot was. As I recall, it is about 20 f"eet widt:;,. 
When the cable company we n t out of exi stence, the next proper-ty 
owner to the south, which is the Mcinerny Family, purchased .it 
and so its al l Mcinerny now. Its under lease to Kaiman a Hotel . 
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On the sout;h side the boundary is roughly wher e Coconut Avenue is, 
and ·this particular site that we are on is a large sand dune e~nd 

evidence or that is revive,~d continually whenever you see contract;or·s 
diggir1g trenches. Inevitably out comes white sand. Now, the 
boundary between Kapua and the ne>~t land to the North, namely 
Kaneloa, which is cr·own land~ is an old watercour·se. You don't see 
it now because it has long since been intercepted by Kap.i.olani Park 

1 

but now anybody knows that after a r·ain what used to be the r~unoff 
from mauka to the sea is now commonly called nLake KapioJ.anin. 

Yeah. (Laugh). 

M: Kids take their surfboards out and have a ball. 

C: That•s becat:Jse the park has intercepted or over-run the naturol 
water course. 

M: That's cor-rect. Now that water•course, thousands of years ago of 
cour·se, contributed, or was the factor~ which opened up t~le r·eef 
and the lagoon which is known as the Sans Souci lagoon and the 
Sans Souc.~i channel which on ancient maps is c:a.tled the 11 Kapu'-'l 
Entrance". Everybody knows that when you h<Ne fresh water· exit­
ing you have a channel that goes out through the reef·. 

C: Coral can 1 t grow ••• 

M: Coral cannot grow in fresh water . Now its that very channel ·t.hat 
we utilized in b t-eaking througt1 and in creatinr:J ou1~ lagoon, so 
that we utilized the old sncient channel out, Of course, those 
whQ swim and sail a ll t h e time c an see e ver• y day the remains of 
two ver·y good cables or·igina.Lly installed by P ac ific Commercial 
Cable . The cable station here Wi.!JS the term ina l of the line that 
went t o Midway and west to the Or·ient. 

NcJW , ;o·mother land of interest was the land of Kc-1l.uaokau which was 
one or the lands or William Charles Lunalilo and ·that i s the sit:e 
o'f the ol.cl original Outt~igger' Canoe Club . As it turned 0t.1t in 
the Mahel e 1 Kal uaokau was one of Willia m L.unal i l o; s 1 ands, tJui:. a 
por·tion of it; was bequeathed to his very close friend Emma, and 
Emma was one o·f the fe w people that~ he made bequests to . 

C: Emma RoClke, who was the queen of Kamehameha IV., •• 

M~ Thatts r•ight. Queen Emma who was, of· cour'se, a widow at the time. 
He described t:he land as his marine residence. Well, there wa~:; a 
challenge almost immediately by the trustees of the Lunalilo Trust 
as to what consti 1~uted a mat~ ine resJ.de nce because the Emma trustee 
wanted to interpr-et; that; description as being all of Kaluaok~lu 

which includes all of th e land mauka of Kalakaua Avenue where the 
International Market Place is ) and a ll tbe Queen Emma .lands where 
all of those hotels are up Kuhio Avenue~ et ce1:era, snd it: went 
to the Supreme Court for' a decision. The n et re s u.l t i s t:hat ·the 
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Queen Emma t r ustee took p o S:>se,,.;,;ion of ell the lend o f Keluaokau in­
cluding his actual re s idence and all of the t21r o patches and the 
kula lends that s u p port ed it . 

Where was his ••• do ypu t-ecall where his residenc e was in tenns of 
present day landm <::~rks'i' 

Pretty much where t he MaF·ket Pl21ce i s. 

The Market: Place ther'e off Kuhio .•• 

Off Kalii'JkCdua, rnauka side. 

Off Kalakaua , I see . 

Yes. 

Between K<:'.i l akaua and l(uhi o . 

Tha·t 1 s right, and more t owar d Kal akaua. 

You will recall that a gr·oup of trustees represent.ing those whcJ 
foum.1ed the Outrigge r Ca noe Club dealt with Bruce Cartwright who 
was the then sole tru stee of the Queen Emma Estate, and it was 
thr o ugh h i s effo r t s t hat we g o t t he lease. Among t he Outr· .i. gger 
t r us t ees that I can think of' we r e .J , P • Cooke, whc is now dc)sd 
but he was one of t h e engineers of that first i nformal lease for' 
f i ve years a n d t h e n t h e s u bsequ e n t 25-year l ease that terminated 
in 1938. 

C: Cline 1 do you h a ve any theo r i.es as t o how the marne of Waik ik i 
e v ol ved t o the beach area alone, that is in popular use? 

M: Well. • •• 

C; Part of Lunalilo ' s or •••• 

M: No . No . There were t ypes of' people speaking of Wa i ki.ki. You 
hsve those who were char· ged wi th lands ••• c h arged wi th knowing 
the names of lands, custodians o f lands who knew intimatel y what 
and wh e re e a ch c;Jhupt;a r a was . They are in t :he very small minori t y. 
Mostl y you a r e dealin g wi t h t h e ordinar y commoner, the 1 a y man , wh o 
lat ches on to a n ame a n d f i r ·s t th;i.ng you know i t: become s a popu lar· 
n ame , and t h en it b•~comes a r-e::ii~r i c ted U5age of it , Even the 
very Yir~st t r-avel ers spoke about goin g ou t to Waikiki - out to 
Waik i k i, e ven then 1 going out as iF they wer e goin g out; t.o the 
bath ing ar·ea withou t regard t o what the Mahele book says Waikiki 
embraces. Its har'd for people to realize that a n ybody up maul< a in 
Manoa is in Waikiki , an d yet 5 . P . Kalama ~ on e of the br i l l iant 
young Ha waiians 1 who was, I t h i nk , in the f ir-·st class a-t Lahaina-­
luna and was the clerk of t h e Mahele b o ok a n d sub sequen·t surveyor' 
and ex-tr~emely kno wledg<.:Jble in l a n d names a n d boundar• 5.es ~ s u r·veyed 
some k u J.eanat'J up .in Kaho.iwei which i s an ' i l i up i n Upper Mnn ca 
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about as far as you can drive, a nd very accurately describes the 
kuleanas as being "in the 'ili of Kah oiwai, ahupua'a of Waikikitt. 
But, I have no quarrel with those who want to call it Waikiki, 
but you 1 ve got to r-emember how senseless it is when you say that 
Waik iki is bounded by the Ala Wai Canal and Kapahulu Avenu e , when 
the Ala Wai Canal wasn' t ; e ven built until the mid-20s . 

C: That's r i ght. 

M: Kapahu lu Avenue wasn't lair:! out until the 1880s , so you ar~J t<'llk­
ing ;sbc.1Ltt someth ing that' s yes terday in time and Waikiki as an 
entity and as a .land n ame goes back about GOO year-s . 

C: Cline, as you know we 're - you may know - we are about to ~:;end 

out a call for books and other literature for our librar·y, a n d of 
course, our archives h ave been in existence now for about two 
years and they are still forminQ as to indexing and so forth . 
Whether for ·the library or for the archives do you think that 
there might be a set o f old maps or copies of old maps that we 
could obtain - that the Club could obtain - in wh i ch we could 
show the entire ahupua 1 a of Waikiki, 
then show Kapua and s ort or trace it 
little editorial comments From you. 
project is possible? 

just out oF interest, a nd 
i~hat way maybe wi ·th a fl"W 
Do you think that kind of 

M: I dcJn ' t bel ieve there is one in existen c e . I' ve prepared ol"'le my­
self for use in talks I have given. Essentially it is a tax map, 
section map, on which I have delineated boundaries and colored up 
certain 'il i s in tt1e i nterior - only a dozen or so out of the 80 
or 90 For· speci fie purpose and I have had slides made of it so i ·t 
can be cast upon a screen, but the only detailed maps of Waikiki 
are generally from - take in t he area generally From Ala Moana 
Shopping Center - maybe from Piik oi - no, maybe all the way from 
McCully, but don't go much further past Diamond Head. 

C: That's the old map? 

M: Yeah. That map by s. E. Bishop. It doesn'i.: take you al l the way 
to tfle crest of the Kc>olau either~ i.t on l y takes you up to say, 
er·, a bout where the Univer·s i ty of' Hawaii would be. Th e University 
of Hawaii wo uld be in Waikiki. Both Manoa and Palolo would be in 
Waikik i. 

C: When our ef'fclr t s to consolidate the archives in the 1 ibra r y get a 
l ittle f'urther along we ' d like to come to you for· s ome guidance 
and get some of' those maps . Would you be willing to help us on 
that'? 

M: Certainly would. 

C : Great. Is there anything you want to add on l<apua'? 
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M: Well, no. Before I close though ••••• 

C: Well, Cline just ·to wind thh; thing tJp you know I 11'\f')EJnt tc;, <::Jsk 
you esrlier· but, even by the way of introduction Y you are a 
member of the very excl.usi ve Winged non Club, ar'en 't you? That's 
one of the feathers in your bonnet. Of cr:Jur•se you've been ot1 the 
Bm01rd. How long did you serve on the Board? 

M: I se1··ved ten years totally - five years one time, a hiatus of 
three yea1~s, and then five years sgsin. 1 sm very proud of the 
Fact that; of the ten year·s I was a Director~ seven year•s I was 
also an officer which required that nat only must I sttend 
Dir•ector•s r meetings, I must "llso attend meetings of the Exect.Iti ve 
Ccnnmi ttee. 

C ~ Thatts a lot of meetings. Were you able to get t;a them all? 

M ~ Yes, I. did. I am the only one who csn say I hsve a Pf-~rfect c-Jt -· 
ten dance at Executive Committee and the Boar'd of Directors 1 not 
only those particular regular meetings but all special meetings 
thet'eof J and Annual MeetinfjS at the end of the yea!~. I a m very 
proud of that fact. 

One more thing I arn prot...ld of is that I am the only O.i.r·ectr.Jr' who 
had a father- preceding him on the Board of Dir·ectors. And not; 
only tha·t, Dad was the Chairman at' the Building Comrni t·tee at the 
previous site and I was rea.l.ly his counterpart at tr1is si t;e. I 
am quite pr·oud of' that. 

C: Th;;:rt 1 s quite an hi;;rt;or-.i.c obser'vation and r·ather a tender thing 
to .look back oil. Well, Cline, how old are you now? 

C: Fifty-nine years old with all that behind you and you' ve got a 
lot of years ahead of you as one of the distinguished members of 
the Club. 

M: You introduced me as an old time member. I don 1 t consider· myself' 
as C~n old ·time member. There ar·e many amon~Jst; my ft~iends who have 
been members of this Club long bef·ore I joined. 

C: We.ll • ••• • 

M: ••• those who had started a~J ~Junior Member";. 

C: Yeah, well yot.t know I have been corr·ected berot~e on the word 
'oldtime ' - sometimes people think in terms of the number oF 
years that a person has as his age; and sometimes its the number 
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of years of membership. I th.i.nk in your" case it~" the number' 
of hours spent serving the Club ··· so in that cm;e, you 1r e an 
oldtimer. O.K? Will you accept that? 

M: Thank you. 

C: This concludes our i nterview on ~une 7, 1982, with John Cline 
Mann. 


