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Biography - RONALD DEWOLF HIGGINS 

Ronald DeWolf Higgins was born in Honolulu, Hawaii., on 
July 15, 1899. He served in the U. S. Navy from 1918 to 
192.4 and from 1946 to 1957. He retired as a Rear Admiral. 
He was with the United States Naval Reserve f rom 1925 to 
1946. He graduated from Punahou in 1918 and received his 
B.S. degree from the U. S. Naval Academy in. 19 23. During 
the years vJ"hen he was not on active duty vlith the Navy , 
he was with the Western Union Telegraph Comp any and Lyon 
Hetal Production Company. 

He \vas President of the Council-Waimanalo Community As soci­
ations, 1.960-61; Trustee, Hawaiian Botanical Gardens 
Foundation since 1962 ; Director, Hawaii Shade Tree Council, 
1958-63; Chamber of Commerce of Honolulu, 1959- 68; Navy 
League; Armed Forces Corm:nunications and Electronic s Associ­
ation, 1960-69; Propeller Club, 1959-68; Retired Officers 
Association; Naval Academy Athle tic Associat ion; U. S . 
Naval Academy Alumni Association; Member of Central Union 
Church, Oahu Country Club , Outrigger Canoe Club . 

He married Margery Emma Addams, December 30, 19 23 . Sons, 
Everett Chi pman and Silas Alden Higgim.:;. 

Biography - FRANCIS ANDREH IMAIKli.LANI BO\\TEP,.S 

Francis Andrew Ima.ikalani Bowers , .. ms born on Hay 18, 1900, 
in Honolulu, Ha-v;aii, the son o f Ju.lia Kea}.i i kaumealani 
Lovell and ~Vinfield Walker Lane Bov.rers. He entered Punahou 
School in 1905 and r emained until 1918, when he left school 
to enter the service during Horld War I . He r eturned 
to Punahou and graduated in 1920. He j oine.d the Outri.gger 
Canoe Club in 19 16 and vms a member until 1921. 

Frank was married to Laura M. Pratt on March 30, 1926. The 
coup le have two children and both graduated from Punahou: 
Francis A. I . , Jr . , 1945; and Laura Elizabeth , 1948. 

Frank has been associated with horticulture during most of 
his career and spent the years 1947 to 1965 in the Hawaii 
Agr iculture Experiment Station at the University of Hawaii 
as an horticulturist . He vlas ?articularly involved in 
developing taro, guava, and lilikoi plants. 
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This is an interview with Ronald Higgins and Francis A. I. Bowers, Sr. 
The interview is being cond:rcted on J une 9, 1978, at the Outrigger Canoe 
Club. Ron has been a m ember since 1911, while Frank joined in 1£11 5 
and was a membe r until 1921. The interviewer i s Kenne th Pratt, repre ·­
senting the Outrigger Canoe Club Oral History Committee. 

P Ron, before we get into your early days at the Outrigger, will you 
tell us something about yourself? 

H Well, in the sum m er of 1911, I had a job as the office boy for the 
contractor who built the Y. M. C . A, which is now the Merchandis e 
Mart, and got $3 . 00 per week. I worked until the middle of August 
and accumulated enough money to join the Outrigger and buy a surf ­
board. I spent so much time at the Outrigger Club that during the 
ensuing years m y father and mother had grave doubts as to rNhether 
I would ever become anything at all in this world. However, on 
June the 11th, Kamehamc~ha Day 1 1918, I enlis ted in the Navy at 
Pearl Harbor and was transferred irnmmediately into a t r ansport 
which was en route to the East Coast. Incidentally, my division 
officer on that transport was Ted Center, the younger brother of 
Dad Center . I s pent four years at the Aca:lemy (Annapolis) and 
finally made it and was commissioned in June, 1923--55 years a go. 

P That's te r rific ! 

H And, furthermo r e, I have just returned from my 55th Class Re ­
union at the Naval Academy, where we ha::l 64 merribers present. 

In 1950, I had a yen to come back to Hawaii a.."1d managed to CO:l.·­

vince the detail officer in Washington that I should be ordered back 
to Honolulu. He sai d there we r e m any others who 'Nanted t o go to 
Honolulu, but since I was born and raised here, he felt that I had a 
better claim on the job than anyone else and so I was ordered here . 
When I received my order s to cmne to Honol ulu) I found that the 
Outrigge r Club was condueting a mexnber:ship campaJ. gn , so I wrote 
out a check for $100 and wrote a letter to the Club aad asked them 
to consider my applicat ion as I intended to ~e in Honolulu a.bout the 
firs t of July. \Vhen I got here; I fo und that I waB again a l'l'Iemher 
of t he Club and I have been one ever since. 

P Well, that's terrific, Hon; that mean.s you1ve been a member for 
hmv long, roughly? 
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H Well, I don't know. Pve never figured it out. If you figure from 
1911 to 1918, that's seven years, plus '50 to ' 78 , that's 28 years. 
Twenty-eight plus seven is 35 years . 

P Thatrs a good long time. Now, Frank, you probably haven't traveled 
around the world as much as Ro:1 , but I know you 've been a mighty 
busy man since you've been at the Outrigger . Will you give us 
some of the high points i n you!' life? 

B Well, I joined the Outrigger Canoe Cl ub appr oximately in 1915, as 
near as I can remember, and stayed here until 192 1. Durin [; that 
time, World War I had started up and someone played t he band and 
someone waved the flag, and I ran away from school and enlisted. 
I joined the Signal Cor ps at Shafter. We packed up and moved to 
Schofield and stayed there for approx~mate ly 13 m onths , and then 
I was relieved from the Army and went baek to Punahnu and tried 
to pick up the loose str ings there . Ernest Chase decided that if I 
wanted a diploma from Punahou, I would have to finish my school 
work, which I hadn't done when I took off fo r the Army. So Ire­
peated my senior year . In t hat s enior year, I didn't have such a 
bad time; most of it was repeat work. I got better grades for one 
thi.ng. I was a little better motivated . And in 1920, I graduated 
from Punahou and matriculated at the University of Hawaii the 
same year. 

P Well, that 1s very inte resting. Hon, you joined the Outrigger on 
August 11, 191L Did you visit the Club earlier? Can you tell us 
how it started? 

H Well , in 1908, in the winter o.f 1908, my mothf:r a.nd father and I 
stayed at the old Seaside Hotel and Mr. Alexander .Hume Ford used 
to come down a•·1d have dinner a t the hotel almost every night. And 
one night , along about February, he and my moth(:rr. and I were s itting· 
out on a little hau t ree terra.ee, in front of the dining r oom, and he 
told me about the proposed Outrigger Canoe Clu b that was going to 
go in right next door. And I got all fired up over it and wanted to 
join. However, I was a pretty young kid at that time and when the 
Club actually started, I did not become a m ember . However, in 
the sun1mer time I used to go do·wn and spend several weeks with 
the Alexanders, who stayed at the old Darn on place , which is no 'N 
the eastern part of Fort DeRussy. And during the day we used to 
saunter up the beach to the Outrigger and talk to the boys up here 
and play around at the Club, even though we were not m embers . 
And, as I said before, I didn ' t j ot:1 until 1911 when I had accumulated 
enough money to join. 

P Now 1 you mentioa the Seaside Hotel. Thatrs where the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel is now? 
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H Yes l that's right, where the Hoyal Hawaiian is now. The Seaside 
Hotel consisted of a hotel type o:f building---a bu.lldi:ng with rooms, 
with the seawarj end built over the wate r - -sort of a Lanai dea1-­
and th.e ji.ning room v;ras separate --oh~ a bout 100 fee t Diamond 
Head of the rnain building. And then, of course, they had numerous 
cottages out in the yard on the Ewa side , on the road that swung in 
from Kalakaua. A venue. 

P Well, you say you played \Vith some of the fellows there in 1908, 
1909 ; that ' s before you joined? 

H Right. 

P Can you throw out a few names? Some of the fellows who were 
actually the first m embers? 

H No, I'm sorry; that's too far back to recollect exactly who it was 
I was playing wHh. I don•t know--probably Ainsley MaeKenzie 
and maybe Jack MaeKenzie and some of the old timers who were 
contemporaries of mine in age. 

P Well, probably some of them were still in the Club when you joined 
it in 1911 and you got to knm.v them better. 

H That's true, and as far as those who were men1bers whe:-1 I joined, 
I ca.nnot identify them . The on.ly fellow I r eally identify is Edric 
Cook, who walked into the Club the same day I joined and he wanted 
to join, too. We both put our money down at the same time . 

P Yes, and Edric stayed a member for many, many years . I remember 
that. Frailk, can you think of some of the fellows \Vhen you joined 
in 1915? Duke Kahanamoku hadntt joined, had he? 

B No, he was not a mem be r at that time; he was still with Hui Nalu. 
But when I joined up, there was Edric a11d Dad Center. D;:ld had 
me working around the Club- -oh~ helping with the cai1oes and one 
thing and another. I s pent most of. my time down there, whenever 
I could get away, painting canoes, fixing sails . As I remem ber, 
we needed some booms for the old No . 1 and No . 2 sailing canoes 
and I made them. I mad•2 them out of one -- by-threes . 

P That's grea t! 

B And, strange as it may sound, they act ually worked; and they were 
used there for a numbE~r of years . There was Joe Stiekney, who 
used to come out. There was Ernest Chase, who pl ayed volleybalL 
Well, Charlie Lambe rt--he was my contemporary--we swam on the 
team together . In fact, the on.ly swin1.ming medal. I mana.geJ to 
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hang on to is a silver medal and he got the gold in the sa!1le rac e. 
We only had t o s·nim about four times to get it; the re was always 
a disqual ificat ion and we had to swim it o:;er again . 

P Well, at that time , where dtd you swim? 

B Well, of course when we were t raining, we swam down at De Russy. 
We trained off of Queenrs Sur( back into Canoe Surf and back into 
the clubhouse. But the races were down in the harbor. In one of 
the slips dow·n there . 

P Oh, yes. 

B They ·~vould anchor two barges and then before E:~ach raee, they 
would check-·-befo~re and after each race thc~y would cheek the marks 
on the piers on both ends to be sure that we actually swaWI a hundred 
yards and not 99 yard~ and 34 inches or something like that. And, 
in fact , t hat! s where I s aw Duke swim the 52 in the hundred. He and 
Norman Ross had a fancy 220 race and t he 220 was where they ''met. n 

Ross was a long distanee swimmer; Duke was a sprinter. And the~ 
220 was where they "met. " And that was 11 dog eat dog. " You never 
could tell which one was going to win. 

P Well, it was oat in the ha rbor that the Yale s wimming team parti­
cipated. 

B Yes , and Duke swam in that--very much so. We had teams then 
from Yale , from Illinois, from California., from Washington, and 
we had one or two others . I canr t recall right now. 

P It was in the ea rly '201 s wasn't it? 

B Ah, 1917 and 1918. 

P Oh, ·when Lo:trin Thurston came out with the Yale team? 

B That was in the '20' s. 

P But they had eom e out in '17 a.nd ' 18? 

B Yes. 

P That' s very interesting. And the Duke, in that time, was still in 
his prime swimming ability. 

B And one of the things I'd like to stick in here is that the Duke never 
won a race with a runaway . If he swam against the poorest swimm er 



on any team, regardless of the distance, he'd just beat him a:1d 
that was all. He didn't go O'.lt. "for blood. n And I think that' s about 
the height of sportsmanship. 

P If he had the present com petition, he'd probably be beating them, too. 

B He~d be breakin g- the record eve rv tim e he swam. 'Caus e he swam 
~· . 

one 100-yard relay--he swam as ancho:- man, of course--and ·when 
he came up on hi.s anc ho::.-, he was about five or six ya.rds behind the 
leader. And he had a "rooster-tail" over his feet coming up the 
slip, and he was just out-touched; just couldn't quite make it. But 
Kealii --I think was the other m an --Kealii knew he had been in a race. 
I think he broke his m:vn record about twice in the same race. 

P That's very interesting. Duke Kahanamotm was probably o:tr most 
famous member at the Outrigger Canoe Club, no doubt about that . 
Can you fellows give us a little background about the Duke '? Ron, 
do you want to s tart it? 

fi Well, the Duke was a little bit older than I was and so I never was 
very "palsy-walsy" with him . However, he used to eome over and 
talk to us at the Club here a.<J.d we used to be out in Canoe Surf, 
surfing together . And when he came back from the Olympics, he 
had learned to squirt water with his hands, either with one hand or 
t wo hands , and he would sit out there and nonchalantly> while he was 
waiting for the •.vaves, just squirt water 10 or 12 feet. And that 
intrigued me, and so I used to practice and practice and practice 
and I finally got to be able to squirt water about 10 feet, which 
incidentally has been my prize trick . Whenever Pm in the swimming 
pool , it always attracts a lot of attention . And particularly when I 
was coming back from A'..lst ralta swimming in t he tank on the ship, 
the "Mariposa," I was squirting water and one of the touri.sts sitting 
up there looked at me and said, "By gosh, you sure as hell can milk 
a cow! rr 

P Ha , ha; that's pretty good. ~·en, Fra11k, you maybe know a little 
bit more about- - 1916 the :re was nothing becausE:! of the war . Ho~N 
abo'.lt 1920? 

B Well, in 1920 he (Duke) came bac k. . He'd been swimming in Ant­
werp then and there was a bi.g to-do . Of course t he ol:l Matson 
boats used to come in the fo ot of Fort Street. There was quite a 
big celebration arranged for him. · He came up Fort Street in a. 
big open car with the top down, and the thing that impressed me 
was that there was a little shoe-shine boy sitting 0::1. the curb 1 up 
about where Liberty House is nov\'·, sornewhere in that neighbor­
hood, and this kid just stood up with his shoe-shine box and said, 
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"Hello ~ Duke" and Duke took the time to .say nHello" back. 

P He was a great ma.:1, a gr eat man . 

B And I tho~ght that was pretty good. He 'd cmn e ou~ to the beach- ­
I used to m eet him out: the re quite often whenever he was armtad. 
I'd go over to Hui Nalu and som etim es he 'd come ove r to the Out­
rigger and we'd go out. I did.ll't go out surfing with him because 
he was too good for me_; I couldn' t stay with him . But I was out 
on the beach one day when he caught the "big ride . " We had first 
break--"Castle's"- -which ·was breaking almost straight out f:rom 
the Out rigger Club. He caught a wave out there, came around in 
to Sans Souci, came down through, out here ---what's that one? 
nQueen's?"--no, "Queen'sn is over ther e--"Canoen--"Popular," 
came back into "Malihinilf and ro::Ie the wave right up on the beach 
and stepped off on dry sand. It's the l ongest ride that anyone has 
ever made. 

P Do you remember, it came out in "Believe It or Not, '' by Ripley? 

B Yeah. The same thing cam e out in "Ripley," but I saw it. 

P We should cut that o~1t ; it would be a great thing to have . 

B If you could find it. Maybe it ' s do\vn in the morgue. 

P Well , that's very interesting. The Duke ren1ained modes t right 
to . . 

B Right to the very end . 

P Jus t fantas tic ! WeH, how about a little background on George 
David Center. He was another great booster of the Outrigge r 
Canoe Club. 

H Well , Dad was a member of the Myrtle Boat Club in his ea rlier 
days . I also believe he was a membe r o£ the Outrigger Canoe Club. 
However, it's my r ecollection that he was not particLllarly active 
in the Outrigge r Club until 1.913 and then he was made captain and 
from the r e on he was very aggressively the captain and developed 
qliite an athletic program. Of course, Dad worked for T. H. Davies 
& Co. and usually tried to finis h his work a bo•.It 3:30 or 4 o'clock in 
the afte rnoon and get dcnvn to the Club where he would supervise or 
direct us (we kids) in painting ca;.toes ) tying them up, doing all kinds 
of work. He also bought some one -inch doweling and made long spears 
for us, which we learned to use with glass bottom boxes and life 



( cc 2 - 9 

preservers around o:.1r wais ts. He also became the only surfboard 
- -he a.nd Edric Co:Jke became partners and were really the only 
surfboard makers in Waikiki and they tur ned out ma:1y, many s urf­
boards and they were beautiful. They were made , of co~1rse, out 
of the 2411 wide selected redwood, 3n thick--no, 2, thick--;:wd any·­
where fro:;-n six, eight or 10 feet long. 

B Ten to 14. 

H Ten to 14, was it? Well, some of us, the smaller kids , had 
shorter boards . And I remember it was always 24n bac:k from the 
stem and 24n back from the stern where the taper began a:ad I 
remem ber they always dd t hat, and t hey ltsed a little Japanese 
adze to taper off the wood and they were very 11akamai" at that. 

P And no s kegs at that time? 

H No. And to get back to the skeg thing. In the list of old·-time 
members that I have here, . I mentioned 11Baldy'' Baldwin (H. P . 
Baldwin, no t of the local family) , who was really a hoisting 
engineer, but a very ingenious guy, and he had Dad build him a 
surfboard. And "Baldy" was having an awful time. Every time 
he would get a w~ve , he would tthuli." So finally one day he ca.rne 
out the re and he had on the stern of his boa rd these two little skegs 
about 12" long and I'd say about. an inch or an inch and a half high 
screwed on to the under s urface of his surfboard and of course we 
all thought that he was a little ' 110·-lo" and we asked him what all 
this was about and he said, "This is going to be i t. Thi s is going 
to keep m e from "huli-ir1g' t and I don't remember whether it irl!, ­
proved his performance or not, but anyway those were the first 
skegs I ever saw. 

P Now you don' t see a board anywhere without a skeg on it. 

H Well then, later on of course when they brought in the lightweight 
boards, I guess they were developed in Ca.lifor:1ia, with the bi.g 
skegs on them, that was s omething else entirely. The surfboa rd 
is entirely different from what it was in our day v.h en we had 
those big redwood boards. 

P Would you say that if you can 1 ea.rn to r ide a board now in two days 
--I mean to "make outr'--it wo~ld take three or four, maybe five, 
months to lea rn on the old redwood? Take a lot longer anyway. 

B Yes , it t ook longe r. 

H They were heavier and toot: longer to start and also they were 
mor·2 stable. In other words, ha-ling the 24'' beam, they were 
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much rnore stable than the narrower boards of today, but still 
they were hard to co::1trol. You co!lld..."l't s tee r them at all hardly. 

B Well, very little, 

H Very litt:le. Yo!.l could lean one way o:- the other, but they ddn't 
respond very welL 

B You had to stick your hand out or your foot out, or stick your hand 
out to steer it7 the same as you would a canoe. 

P Yeah, I remember. I learned on the old redvloods, also. Now, 
I understand that Princess Kaiulani used to have a home called 
" Ainahau . 11 Do you remember that? 

H Oh, yes, very well. Yeah. 

P Where was that located? 

H That was located up--well--1 can't place it exactly, but the old 
stream that used to go up between the Outrigger Club and the Moana 
went back :mauka into the duck ponds. My recollection is that the 
.Ewa end of the Ainahau property cam e down to that stream, and it 
ran back a considerable distance 

B Back towards Diamond Head.. 

H Up towards Diamond Head, and there was quite a large one-story 
building there which was the residence of--it was her res idence 
and later on it became a hotel. Don't you remember that, Frank? 

B Yes . 

H I don't know what finally happened to it. I think it was still functioning 
as a hotel when I left in 1918. Although Prince Kuhio used to keep 
his canoes up the r e and when Prince Kuhio gave us permission to 
use hi.s Aa canoe 1 we went up there--Da.d took a buneh of us up there 
and we carried that canoe down from Ainahau to the Ot.1trigge r ~;lllb- ­

the Aa. 

P Boy, that wouL:i be a j:>b. 

B We carried it down off of Steiner' s plaee, and then we rigged tt there . 

H Oh, was that it? 

B We rigf~ed it there, on the wrong side . We got in H and started to 
paddle it along shor~ to get back to the Club and a wave hit u s just 
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right a.nd the darn t hing Upped O\' t.:!r . That 's when we found out that 
in that boa~ you swung straight or )'O·J went overboarJ. 

P Now, you mentioned t he stream that came down into the lagoon at 
the Outrigger. In your recoUecti.on, would you say maybe it came 
down where Kaiulani Avenue is? 

H No, it came down behveen the Moana Hotel a.nd the Outrigger Club, 
and it went practically s tra ight Llp towards Manoa Valley. 

P Whe re tho Princess Kaiulani no'N is. It would have gone right 
through that hotel? 

H No, it WO'.lld have been a little on the Ewa side of that. It would go 
through where the old Outri.gger Canoe Club had its parking lot. 

P Oh, the parking lot. I remember the parking lot. 

H Hight straight up there 

P I see. 

H There was a. concrete bridge on Kalakaua Avenue that was high enough 
so that \'Vhen you took a small canoe, you could get down underneath 
and go right under the bridge and paddl e t he canoe up the stream. 

P I s ee. You couldn't go as far as where later on the Ala Wai was? 

H Oh, yes . That's where the duck ponds were. We went that far up. 
That' s where the duck ponds started. 

B And whenever they had the extra heavy rains, that was the s t ream 
that overflowed and it was rather common to get a surfboard o-r get 
a canoe and paddle up Kalakaua Avenue and go up into Ainaha.u. 

P Wouldn't it be kind of smelly, with all . . . 

B Yes, slightly. 

H It depended on how long it had bes;m thc:> r·f . 

P Did you have any ducks float dOi:\!fl on to the Outrigger Canoe C'lu.b 
gr ounds'? 

H I have a story on that, but I don't know whether to ten it or not. 

P Ron, do you recall any interesting episodes that m ight have taken 
place in the old Outrigger site? 
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H Well, you were asking about the stream and the duck ponds. I've 
got a story but I don't know whether I s hould relate H o:- not. 

P Oh, sure; go right ahead. 

H Well, one of my pals, Don Hayselden, had a sixteen-gauge shotgun, 
s ingle barrel, and he disassembled it and brought it do-,vn to the 
Club, put it in his locker~ and one Saturday morning he and I got 
together and he decided he would l ike to go :;,p shooting ducks bt~­
cause here were a lot of :iucks in the duek: ponds at the head of the 
stream. So 'Ne got out the little canoe--I think: it was No . lC)---and 
got it under the bridge and \Ve got up to the head of the stream and 
sure enough there was a flock of ducks up there, just swimming 
around--·nice white Pek:in ducks. But they always stayed in a cluster, 
their nea.l:;:s in a group about 12 inches in diameter. He couldn't 
s egregate (them). He didn 1t want to shoot them all; all he wanted 
was one duck. So, finally he--r edged the canoe up to a mud bank 
with deep grass and he got out to get up as elose to the duck.s as 
possible, but the mud was so sof t that he went up to his knees and 
as he did that, the muzzle of his gun went into the m ud . He re­
covered his bahmce and wandered around a little bit and finally 
he got one duck segregated and he raised ht s gun and fi red. He 
got the .:h1-::~k all r ight but the whole front of the gun just split wide 
open just like a piece of newspaper. We captured t he dead duck 
and put him in a buck.et and took off down strean.1, a.s fast as we could,so 

the Chinese duck keepers up there couldn' t follow us or find out what 
was going on. And when we got about halfway down the stream, on 
the Aina.hau property, we got under a hau tree and plucked the duck 
and got him all nice and cl ean and put it back in the bucket and took 
it down to the Out rigger Canoe Club whe re we got old .Sasaki to put 
him in the refrigerator for us . And that evening we wrapped him 
up in newspapers and took him home and Don got hi s motherts very 
faithful Japanese cook to roast him for LIS and a couple of days later 
Don brought him bad" to the Outrigger and we had a nice luau . 

P Well 1 that's great. Now you mentioned Sasaki. I remembe~r Sasaki 
myself, but not back in those days . I was too young. I'd sure like 
to hear something about the old boy. Did he start when the Club 
started, or shor tly thereafter? 

H So fa r as I lmo'l.v, he was there when the Club started. I di.dn't join 
until. 1911 and he \\'as ver y much the boss around the Club when I 
joined. In fact, I filed r.ny membership application a;ld my money 
with him when I joL11ed. the Club. He ran all the help-·-the men that 
gathered up the suits, dried them, put them out on the lines, and 
the towels. He also ran t he little sort of commissary store there, 
where they sold eanned goods . He also cooked r ice and sold it to 
us for a nick:el a bowl. He, at first, did not live on the grounds 



oc:c 2 .. 13 

b:.rt the Club, after he had been there several years , had a building 
brought in and set up in the back part of the Club prope rty and he 
and his wife and children moved in there and so he becam e a r esi­
dent of the p~ace and sort o~ a vvatchm an as well. He was quite a 
boy; we a ll liked him and he always treated us kids very well and 
I t hink the members all liked him and he was very - -ve r y loyal. 
When I came back here in 1950, I believe, he had already been 
r etired. However, I think Dad Center organized a dinner in his 
ho:1or, som ewhere alo::1g in the '50ts and brought him over and he 
was the guest of honor at the dinne r at the old Outrigge r Club. I 
lost track of him after that ; hmvever, I happened to read in the paper 
his obituary and that the funeral was going to be held right down i.n 
the Nuuanu Cemetery. So my wife and I we nt dovm and attended his 
funeral and that was the end. 

P About when was that? 

H I think it \Vas about 1967 or '68, som ewhere along in there. 

P Now, actually, Alexander Hume Ford started in running things when 
the Club was fir st organized, r ight ? But then he left. Was he the r e 
when Sasaki was running things? 

H Oh, yes. Oh, sure. Alexander Hume Ford was the organizer and · 
I would say the moving spirit behind the Club operation when it first 
started; but it's not m y reco~lection that he ever par ticipated in the 
day-to -day operations of running the help. I think Sasaki did all of 
that. 

P I see. Well, that' s inte resting. Do you remem ber Sasaki , F r ank? 

B Very much so. He ke pt the young·e r kids sort of "squared around.~~ 

He had some rules and those r :.:tl es were obeyed, period! But at the 
time I was told, or at least I heard1 that he was an ex.-army off icer 
from J apan. \Vell, he ac ted like one . 

P He was tou~;h, hu.h? 

B He \vas tough when he needed t o be . 

P Well, they needed so:::neone there a ppa r ently from what I read in trJe 
history boo!;;: (Outrigger) . They had a little trouble a round 1909 and 
1910 and thars apparently ··Nhen a lot of the old r ecords v.rere mis ·­
placed or lost. He probably tool~ over. I think alter that the r ecords 
were in pretty good shape . 

H Well, I don't think--well , when you say records--well, it may have 
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been at that time but, gee) I don't think he ever was involved in the 
upper echelo:;'l--managerialfield. He was o~1ly--he only ran the day­
to-day operations of the Club. I do;1't think he ha d anything to do 
with the finances. I don !t think he was the custodian of the recor ds . 
Maybe they had a box or something to keep the r ecords in . 

B I think that was proba .. bly in the little commissary. 

H In the little grass shack there, yeah. 

P They didn't have a regular business office. 

H Oh, no. 

B No, there wasn't anything like that until later. 

P Very good. Now, Frank, do you remember Queen Liliuokalani 's 
home? That apparently wa .. '3 down off of Kalakaua. somewhere. 

B Now that I don't remember; I remember the one uptown, of cours e . 

P This was probably her summer home. 

H She had a plaee down here at Waikiki, just about where Kuhio Beach 
is now. .And she had a little pier out in fro11t of he r place, just like 
the Moana pie r . 

B Well, that one I remember. 

H Ye.ah, that 1s r i.ght, and old Bill Kanakanui lived r ight nexi: door. 

P Well, how about the Steiner property? 

H Steiner was fu rther down , and the Hustace pr'operty was furthe r do':,vn. 

P I see, and the Castle home was even further? 

H Oh, no, the Castle hom e was about here , where we are now. 

B Out he re, 

H Where we are now is where the Castle home was, right on tht: 
po.int here . 

P Yes, but back in those days, in conj unc tion with the old Outrigger 
Club, it was further on down the road than the Steiner place. 



H Oh, sure, that 's right. 

B In fact, wasn't the Elks Club in the olj Castle house? 

H Yes , the Elks Club bought the Castle house. 

B Yes, that's what I thought. 

H The Elks Club bought the Castle place and turned it into their 
clubhouse. 

P Oh, yes . 

H That's the big whHe house out on the point, you know. 
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P And that 's the place they put the new building on in the early '60s. 

H Right, right. 

P Yes, I think the Outrigger was pretty lucky because they (Elks ) 
needed a little money for the new building and that. was one of the . 

H Incentives . . . 

P Incentives to let the Outrigger eome out to this property,, I recal l. 
Did you ever take the bus--no, the old street car---from town ou.t 
here? What kind of a route would you. have followed on that? 

H Oh, did we take it! That was the only way we could get here. 

P I thought yoL1 came out in Frank's old jalopy? 

H Well, Frank's car wasn't: r unning all the time. 

P Oh, I see . 

B Sometimes it had to go in fo r r epairs. 

H No, I tell you., you could get--when we kids at Pu:nahou-··We could 
get on the street car a t Punahou and with our little school tickets 
(2-1/ 2y) go downtown to Honolulu and get a transfer to t he King 
Street line, see, eomtng to Waikiki. We could get off at King 
Street and go into t he Chambers Drug Store and get an ice cream 
soda- -ehocolate ice cream soda--and then when the King Street 
car carne along, go to Waikiki. We could get on that car and 
come all the way out to Wai kiki, all on ou:r 2 - 1/ 2y . 
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P Wouldn 't it have been faster to :-un do•m1 to King Street instea:l. 
of goi.ng aU the way into tmvn ? 

H Oh, we could have got the car the othe r way, you know, the car 
that we got at Punahou went bo:h ways. You could get the other 
one ; we just chose to go downtown. 

P Oh, you wanted the extra ride? 

H We wanted the extra r ide and the ice cream so:l.a . We could get 
the other one that went to Pawaa J unction, s ee, a nd get a transfer 
there to get the King Street car and come all the way out. 

P Then that would go down Mc Cully, was it? 

H It would go down King St reet to what is now McCully, turn across 
the duck ponds on the old stone viaduct, across lo Kalakaua Avenue, 
and then it would turn to the left and the r e was a switch there where 
the two cars passed and then it kept going t owards Diamond Heaj 
and, of course, it passed the Outrigge r Club anj we got ofL And 
then it kept on going and when it got up to about where Kuhio Beach 
is n.ow ~ there was another switch an.d the two cars passed and the 
one that was going towards Diamond Head went off to t he end and 
the end of the line was right out here at the end of the parx--yeah, 
the end of the park where--whaCs the name of the street that ru11s 
up Kapiola.ni Park? 

P Paradise ? No, that doesn't sound right. 

B It does begin with "P'~ 

P I know the one you mean, but I ca.n 1t think of it. 

H 'Well, anyway, r ight up here at the end of the park, the end of t he 
iromvood trees. 

P Then you would have to retrace 

B It would turn around and go back the sa:me way. 

H We didn't have to ea.tch H at Diamond Head; \ve 'd just Vi'ait to catch 
it going the r ight way . 

P What was Kalakaua Avenue called in those days? 

H Kalakaua Averme. 



P 1 thought it was Waikiki Road or so:nething like that. 

H Oh, maybe that was away--way back. 

P Well, talking about Kap.iolani Park and so on, do you fellows 
remember t he polo games, the horse races? 

H I do. 

P Frank? 

B Yes. 

CJCC 2 - 1 '7 

P Whe re would that have been located, as far as the park was concerned? 

B Well, where the trees a:re in there now, in the present: park, there 
used to be a big open place just above it and the grandstand used to 
be there on the makai side here, a nice big grandstand. And the re 
was a oae-mile track in the re. 

H If you go ove r there now, you'll see , if you look carefully, a line 
of date palms. 

B Yeah. 

H You'll see a line of date palms which defined tlle edge of the race track. 

P Oh, I s ee . 

H Yes, it was an o-val race track and they played polo in the middle of it. 

P Oh, I was wondering about that--it was big enough? Yo1~ need about 
300 yards for polo, don't you? 

II Oh, yes, the-re was plenty of room; it was a dirt track, too. 

P Nm;v, that wouldn 1 t have extended. as far a s the present rose gardens, 
would it? 

B Oh, no ; it might have extended over the present road that go~)S up 
to Fort Ruger. 

P Monsarrat? 

B Yes, :Monsarrat. I think the oval would have been ove r the end of it . 

H I think it runs into part of the zoo. 



B Yeah . 

H I think the date palms end a t: part. of t he zoo an:l com e a r ouad. 

P Where the golf practice range is? 

H Yeah, right i r1 ther i"::!. That's r ight. 

B The fact is during my s ummers when I was 12 or 13 years old, my 
Dad decided it was titT.1e fo r me to get an education an.d learn to use 
my hands so he put me in a shop~ learning to !:>e a mechanic, and 
finally two of us got to be the Fo rd experts in the s hop. I handed 
the tools t o the other guy. We developed a system of having the ear 
down a t seven o' clock in the lTl OX'~ling. We' d have t he entire motor 
out on the floo r, in pieces , by eight o'clock. At noon we'd begin 
putting it back together with new rings , bearings , what-have -you 
and by four o'clock we 'd take it out for a t est run , and t h<m the 
owner woul d come and pick it up at half-past four. And so it 
wasn't a bad deal and I got the enormous amount of nothi ng a week 
the first summer and the second summer I got 50~ a week. But 
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that was big money in those days . I could go down and take in a 
movie for 15~ , I could get a soda for a dim e and I'd still have ehange. 

P That 's g reat ! No\V, you were going to Punaho1.1 about that time , too. 
They di:in 't have the oJ.i shop a t that tim e. I thfnk that was later on. 

B That was later. No, during our time at Punahou, they didn' t have 
a.'ly shop work for the students. 

P What do you think about shop work. .Tust to get off he subject fo r 
a s econd. 

B I thi.nk it's a mis take that they don ' t have it now. F or a while they 
did have it and Jaek Stubbart ran the shop up there fo r a while and 
he had the kids tearing automobiles down and rebuilding them and 
all that- -tald ng j unk and m aking an autom obile out of it. 

P Yeah, I think it was too bad that they discontinued that. 

B The woodworking shop s ta.yE:'d togeth er a little bit longer, bL1t even 
that. is only for one year; I think --for Junior School. 

P Fo:r eighth grade, I believe . Well, to get back to \VaHdtd agaJ.n- -
1 r ecall the boys playing ukuleles , guitar s, along the beach, having 
a ball, and neve r expeeting a nickel-·- in fact, they would be insulted 
if you gave money. How a bout---now I'm taHdng about the late '20s , 
early ' 30s--how about during 1913 and so on--did they do that? 
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B They did at the dances, at night, at the old Moana pier. The gang 
would come over with an ukulele, a guitar, or whatever they hap-· 
pened to bring the re and the instruments were passed from one per­
son to another and very seldom would the instrument go home with 
the same person it uame down with, because there were too many 
dates to be taken care of. Fellows would come down, play for a 
bit, sing and attract the girls down there and pretty soon one of the 
boys would have a date and take off and leave his guitar with one 
guy and someone else woul.d leave an ukulele with another fellow 
and maybe the next morning, or the next week or two weeks later, 
he'd get his instrument back. Someone would bring it down and 
he'd find it. 

P Now, you mention that was at the pier. You mean at the end of the 
pie r \Vhere the pavilion was? 

B Yeah, the little . . 

P How big was that? 

B That must have been 10 or 12 feet square on the inside ; then H had 
a little walk-way around H . 

H Yeah, a little lanai around it. 

P Get 10 or 20 people in there--not too crowded? 

B Yeah, that would be about a load. For instance, Duke1 s younger 
brother- ·-David for one, and then~ what was his name? 

P Sam 1 Louis 7 

B Sam came down--he had a ba.autiful voice--he would come down 
and sing HWahine U'in and the gi r ls wou.Id just melt. Then he'd, 
of course, have to go and take care of them . That would be the 
end of Sam for the res t of the ni.ght . 

P Oh, that' s pretty good. 

B But the dances at the Moana were very popular and when and if 
Dad gave us permission, when we were on the team, swimming, 
we could to out to the Moana dance and take one of the girls f rom 
the team- - not some outsider, but one of the girls on the team. 
Go out there and dance, but we had to be home and in bed by 
half- past ten. 
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P This is the Punahou team you 're talking about? 

B Oh, no, the Outrigger Swimming Team. And if Dad suspected that 
you were running over into midnight, when we went down to DeRussy 
the next morning, he'd find out for sure when he timed you on your 
100-yard sprint, because you didn' t make it. 

P That's where you practiced--down at DeRussy? Now, actually , 
wasn't there a swimming competition between Gray 's Beach and 
the Outrigger Canoe Club for a while there--were you here then? 
I read about it. 

H No, there was no organized competition there at that time. It was 
all down at the harbor. 

P How . about the Castle Swim? When did that start--the Thanks­
giving ''deal?" 

H That started about 1916, I think, when they had the :first one. 

P I see. 

H I think it was about '16, wasn 't it? 

B Somewhere around then. 

H Ernest Cook won it, didn't he? 

B He won it one year. 

H Do you want to get back to this music on Waikiki Beach? 

P Sure. 

H Well, in my era the boys didn't come down and sing along the 
beach. The only music we had was Lorrin Thurston and his s teel 
guitar and a few others. I think Harold Harvey and some of the 
other kids had ukuleles and they used to come and play. We'd 
have our kaukau on the hau terrace and then in the evening we'd 
go out and sit on the sand and Lorrin would play his steel guitar, 
and he was pretty akamai at it too, and the boys would play their 
ukuleles and we'd have a little fun out there and that was about the 
extent of the music on the beach in those days. 

P Now, there was a Thurston who was a charter membe r . Would he 
have been the Lorrin you're speaking of now or would it have been 
his father? 
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H Probably his father, although Lorrin (P.) cm:tld have been. 

(NOTE: It was probably Lorrin A. Thurston, the father . ) 

B He's not so much older than we are . . .. 

H No, he's about a year older--I think he's about my age---he was 
just one year behind us at Punahou, I think. Yeah, I was in '18 
and I think he was in '17 in Punahou 'cause he was captain of the 
swimming team when I was there. 

P I guess he was a senior when they (Yale) came out in '22. 

H Well, he was at Yale. I'm talking about Punahou; then from Puna­
hou he went to Yale. 

P Do you fellows recall anything about the bathing suits back in those 
days? And what happened when Desha passed his bathing suit law? 
Was that necessary or was it just a matter of being overly careful 
of the gals? 

B No, I think at the time--! think personally it was a good thing, be ­
eause we were getting to the point where a..'l.ybody and everybody was 
running all over Kalakaua Avenue with damn near nothtng on. That 
is about how they're running around now, but in those days that was 
a "no-no. ' ' 

P They had more on than the present bikinis. 

B Oh, hell, yes--no, the general rule was that you had to have wool 
or a cotton suit, and it had no bare bellies--nothing like that---and 
it had to have a skirt on the front or all the way around . 

P Oh, yes. 

B And the skirt had to be---with the women the skirts had to be a 
eertain number of inehes above the kneecap or some such thing 
as that. They were a little bit more lenient with the men. But 
menfolks had to have a top on their s uits--none of this running 
around with just tights on. 

P Yes, I recall all the old pictures--all have tops~·-and the gals 
usually wore stockings, too. 

H Right. In that connection, there used to be a lifeline stretched 
from the beach out to the diving stand offshore there, about 150 
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yards out~ a:.11d this lifeline was s upported by redwood blocks every 
four feet or so. Anyway, we had our trunks and our top white pieces 
and when we went surfing, we would get on our boards and paddle out 
about two-thirds of the way to the diving stand, take our top pieces 
off and tie them to the lifeline and then go sur f, see? And then when 
we came in , we would recover our top pieces and put them back on 
and come asho::.·e . 

B And that was all right; that wasn't indecent exposur e . 

P The gals couldn't see that far out. 

H The girls didn't give a damn. 

P Very good. Well , that's fine then. I understand just from reading 
--I think it was t he book about the Outrigger Clul~ that Ruth Stacker 
was one of the first who changed the old-style bat hing suit into one 
that was a little easier to swim in. 

H Well, Ruth Stac ker became, I guess , one of the first real women 
s wimmers .in the Islands. She was really good and Dad Cente r took 
he r under his wing and she represented the Outrigger Club and she 
used to train down there--he was her trainer- -and she , of course, 
couldn't swim a race in a wool suit with a skirt on it. So she had 
a rather tight-fitting racing s uit that had a skirt on it, and she was 
really a very good swimmer. She was followed by Ruth Scudder. 

P How about Mar iechen Wehselau? 

H Well, they came later . 

P (Helen) Moses, I guess, was a little later . 

H J'ust a little bit later. See, they were the next echelon. 

B And all those girls--Dad making up the swimming team for the 
1917-18 races , sent back to Gantner & Mattern for silk racing 
suits or jersey silk for the boys, and they we re measured to order. 
And when they came down here, many of the girls didn't have any 
racing s uits and they were swimming ii1 these he avy , heavy wool 
suits. And so when we got down to the harbor why they ' d go around, 
"Well, you ' re about the same size, same build as that girl; you lend 
that suit to her when you get out of your race . " So the girls were 
using cold suits that the boys had been using . · . 

P Wet suits, huh? 

B Wet suits and Phina (Josephine) Hopkins wore my suit a.nd when I 
got it back, it was stretched all out of s hape . 
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H Oh, that 's right··- P hina Hopkins was another o:1e o: the conten1porary 
swimme rs in thos e days. 

p 1918-19:? 

H 1916-' 17- ' 18. And~ in connection with those la::iies' racing suits, 
they used to rac e in th(.:; harbor, they always had a bat hro!Je over 
their should(~rs from the starting line and anotht~r g.irl s tood r ighi 
beside her and held on to the bathr )be so when t hey dove in-·-·Wht~n 
t he gun went off--the girl hol ding the ba:hrobe pulled it off, s ee , 
a.:id they had another one down at the ot her e nd and w·hen the girl 
came in and touched t he end, they ha uled her up and they put the 
bathrobe on. 

P Ve ry modest. 

B Very much so. Well, they had a group we called the rocking chair 
fleet who used to sit up on the lanai and, well , they served a useful 
purpose 1 suppose, although we didn't think so. We thought it would 
be a good thing if they started swimm ing--go s t r atg·ht o '.lt to sea and 
keep right on going it would have been a good thing. But they s ort of 
kept the young people sort of "squared around, r: and thE~y were from 
the Womens' Auxiliary. 

H Mrs. Swanzy was head of t he Wo:::nens ' AuxHia ry. 

P Yes. That brings up another point . Now, actually, I understand 
getting dues from the gals helped the Club out when they were 
having some of the roughest times . Was that 1911, 1912? 

H Kenny, what did you say? 

P It was an all-mens ' or all-boys: club in 1908, but s omewhere along 
the line, when wo~tld you l!guestimate" the date was-·-1911 , 1 9 12 ~·­
when they le t the gals in? 

H Well, they never did let the girls in . They had a V/omens' Auxiliary 
whieh was a separate organization and t he girls a ll belonged to the 
Wom ens ' Auxiliary of the Outrigger Club. T hey didnrt belong to 
the Outrigger Club proper ~ a s I unders tand it. 

P Oh, I s el~ . 

B I think that's right. 

P I see. Then later this s ame group-··I think it wa.s about 1938 or 
thereabouts--went ov~r to the Uhmiu; It must have been a l ot 



earlier than that, or was it .1938? 

H Oh, I don't know when the Uluniu 1vas started. 

P But, that was the same group--they were the Auxiliary here and 
they went ove r there . . . 

H Well, the Uluniu had another club; they were s eparate. And, when 
the Outrigger Club had to leave} the Uluni.u people invited the 
Womens' Auxiliary or the Lad.ies' Auxiliary from the Outrigger 
Club to come over and join them. I think thHt' s what happene d. 

P Oh, I s ee . Now, Ron, you weren't here in '20, were you? 

H No, bu.t I came back in 1920 on my mids hipman cruise. 

P Oh, yes, but you weren't here too long? 

H No . 

P 1920. I understand they had a real expanded athletic program. 
Was Dad behind this? 

B The swimming part of it he ·was, and then he was also spark­
plugging the canoe races and then later the surfing. He wasn ' t 
quite as active in the surfing as he was J.n the canoe raeing. 

P But I understand they went into football 

H Baseball. 

P Baseball also? 

H rve seen pictures of the 1.920 baseball team . 

P They~ I think, held University of Neva.da. (\vas it?) in 192 0 to a 
0-0 tie, which was quite something in those days. 

H I think that picture shows Bill Inman 1 ''Tramp0 (James) o rDowda, 
and I've forgotten "Nho else . You've got the picture stored away 

· here somewhere. 

P (Atherton) Gilman was apparently the 

B Gilman and Doc (Paul) Withington played for a while . 

P He pro!Jabl y was the coat::h too, wasn't he? 
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B Yeah, all the plays were Harvard. 

P Oh, is that right? 

B Yeah. 

P Ron, volleyball has been one of the 1nost popular sports in the 
Club 'way back when you fellows were there and even right now 
when they're turning out championship teams. Can you tell us 
abottt it, after you joined? 

H Well, there was no volleyball here when I be~ame a member and 
it really didn't start, as I recollect, until early in 1915 when Dad 
Center went down and bought a couple of volleyballs and a volley-­
ball net and they put the net up temporarily between the surfboard 
loekers and the canoe shed there parallel to the beach. However, 
that wasn't big enough, so they finally relocated the volleyball court 
and put it in f ront of the so-called little commissary and the bi.g 
lanai, which eventually became the dining· room . And it was, of 
collrse, a sand eourt and it be eame very popular. \Ve had some 
pretty good teams. We didn't have very many other teams to play 
with. I remember they went dmvn to the Oahu Pri.son an.d played 
the pr isoners down there once; only time I was ever in the prison; 
to tell you t he truth. 

P Well, that's good . 

B Well, Palama used to have so.me pretty good volleyball t eams . 
We went out to Pala.ma a couple of times--played out there, and I 
think there was a nothe r team that came out and played us out here. 
And they didn1t like our court; they were used to playing on a hard 
floor. They got out on the sand and it "killed" them . 

P Yeah, you really had to have t ough feet to play on that hot sand. 

B Not necessarily tough feet, but you had to have good legs, because 
that sand is hard to play on. And unless you got used to it, you. 
coLtldn't: jump on sand, yotl knmv., for slamming-- spiking. 

P It took different timing .. 

B Timing and everything else. 

P And you could dive for a ball on the sand, but on a hard court--
I imagine it was in reverse, too. I imagine when you fellows played 
on the hard courts, you'd get some lurT1ps. 

B Yeah-- -some beautiful "strawberries . " 
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P Yeah, I would think s o. No·.v, Ron~ in 1908 the Great White Fleet 
came oLtt here . P resident Roosevelt had something to do with that. 
Do you rem embe r tha t ? 

H I remember it--not too distinctly, but I r emembe r it. Of course, 
President Root"3evelt wanted to show t he flag around the world, s o 
he dispatched the United States Fleet, or most of it , on this ro:1nd 
the wor ld t r ip unde r Adm i r al Evans, who had t he nicknam e of 
"Fighting Bob"--"Fighting Bo~J' ' Evans was in command of it and 
they came around t he Horn, as I reca.ll it, from the East Coast 
and up the West Coast to San Francisco and then to Hawaii and I 
have a dim recollectio:l of going up Manoa Hill and looking out 
towards Diamond H ead and seeing thes E:~ ships coming around 
Diamond Head. They were in line abreast--not in a long col umn, 
but i.n a column of lines abreast·- -and they cam e in to- -off the 
harbor here and several of them, as many as could corne a l.ong­
side of the pie rs down i.n Honolulu Harbor and the flagship, which 
was then UH: Connec tic ut- -I've forg·otten what the flagship was-·­
but, any-•Nay, she came in and she was m oored a.t what used to be 
Pie r 5 , across f rom the old Naval Station. 

P Say, Ron, could you tell us a little about the housing and the places 
you had t o change back in those days . 

H Well, before I joined, I used to com Ec; up the beach once in a while 
and talk t o the boys up here at the Club. They had the original 
grass hut right at the edge of the beach and it was a real grass 
hut and they had bamboo pegs in the framework to hang your 
unde rshirts and pants on . And t hat1s about all tht~Y had. 

P No place to s hower or . . 

H Yes , as 1 recall t t , they had a. pipe 

B In a hau tree. 

H Yes , I guess it was . 

B That1 s what I remem ber. 

H They had a pipe and a s hm.verhead1 I thint~ , somevvhere around 
the re to take a shower; but then when I joined--befo rE! I joined, they 
had brought this additional grass h\It in and opened up t he .side and 
one end of it and ma:le- - they put a wooden floor in and made s ort of 
a commissary and office out of it. They also built locker rooms . 
The junior locker room was along the ewa borde r facing what later 
beeame the Uluniu Club. 
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P I s ee. 

H And then they had a wing that cam e out toward Diamond Head, 
which was the senior locker room. And in each of those locker rooms, 
they had c.old water s howers; and they had the surfboard loekers built 
against the wall of the senior wing that came o:..tt. 

P In those days, you didn't have locks on the surfboard lockers , did you? 

H Well, they had the hasps on them. You could put your own lo~k on 
if yo'J. wanted to. Then later on they built an additional wing parallel 
for the seniors. So they had the two wings parallel to each other for 
the seniors and a cross co.:.mection at the end for showers and toilets. 
No, the s howers wer e on the Diamond Head end; toilets and things 
we re on the ewa end. 

P Yes, I see. One of them would be fairly close to the lagoon? 

H Oh, no, these were still way 0.:1 the ewa po:::tion of the lot; over 
towards the l agoon, they didn't have anything. The lagoon pa rt of it 
was o~cupied by the pavilion with the grass roof that burned do·.vn. 
Haven't I gone into that? 

P No, you didn't mention that. Give us the history on that. 

H Shortly after the Club was started, they built this pavilion over the 
lagoon with water around three sides of it and they had a regular 
Hawaiian grass roof and they used to hold dances there periodically. 
I've forgotten j ust exactly when it was , but I would s ay around 1915, 
the roof caught fire one night and burned completely . However, the 
floor was not damaged appreciably and then they cut the floor into 
sections and dragged the sections across the lot down on to the top 
of the beach and they raised the floors up about 10 feet above the 
beach on pillars or posts and rnade a lanai up there and put a roof 
on top of that and that became the first beach lanai with the canoe 
shed underneath. 

P I see . 

H Then, that was on the Uluniu end of the bea.c h; a few year s later that 
lanai becam e so pupular they had to have a bigger one and they needed 
a dance floor so t hey built a new lanai adjacent to it 0:1 the Diamond 
Head side and that ran, I guess 125 feet towards Diamond Head and 
that's the l anai which tlwy turned into a dining room . 

P I s ee. That was a very po;Jular spot, too. 

B Very much so . 
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P Frank, a lot of t he fellows a t the Outrigger were Myrtle oar smen--­
Myrtle Club oarsm en. Ca..1 you give us s ome of the bazkground back 
in t hos e days aboJt t he various clubs and where they competed- ­
somethi"ng about that? 

B Well, I sta rted in "rn e.ss:ing around'' down in the harboi~ there around 
the same time 1 joined the Outrigger--a little ear1ier perhaps. I 
used to ltknock a r ound" a t the old inte r- is land drydock, whic h 'Nas 
right next door to Healani and as long as I was with then-1 thea, of 
cou rse , Myrtle -was no go::>d. But then later I joined U1e Myrtle Club . 

P This is after you joined the Outr igger Canoe Club in 1915 , you went 
ove r to the Myrtles? 

B Yes . And then for a while ther2, weekends , I'd go down to Pearl 
Harbor and we had a yacht elub dovm the re- - Honolulu Yac ht and 
Boat Club. We went sailing. We had all kinds of sailing vessels 
down there-- sailing boa:s , rather - - including the old yacht "Hawaii" 
and the old "La Paloma." And they had anchorage at the end of the 
peninsula . We were sort of c us todians- - tal<e care of them . I used 
to go down Saturday mo:-nings and bail the boats out if they were full 
o_r water and then the gang would start coming on Saturday afternoon 
after lunch and then in the evening and t he.n at night. And the after ­
noon crowd would go and clean up t he boathouse--get a couple of boats 
r eady to go o:1t cra bbing that night and t hen in the evening we'd go 
crabbing, come back, get the ice on the bee r. Then the 11 o' clo~k 
gang would com e do'Nn and we 1d have a c rab and beer bust around 
midnight o:r one o'clock. 

P T hat's te r rific ! 

B I was very m uch the junio r member. I was really the mascot and 
some of t he fellows took a d1m view of -my drinking bee r so they 
put a damper o:n my efforts} but they took pretty good care of me. 
We rowed down there and used to race in Pearl Harbor. But in the 
Honolulu r a.ces on Regatta Day , we had boat clubs from Maui--the 
P uunene Boat Clu b- -and they had a beautiful boat built locaHy by 
old man Walker- - he was right across the street--let' s see - -King 
Str eet mauka of- ~-right ac r oss . .. 

H Between ICing and Young Streets--King and Hotel St r eets . 

B King and Hotel, opposite the Advertiser. 

H Yeah, right in there . 

B Up in there . And that was a beautiful boat and a beautiful turning 
boat. I rod1:; in her many times. And then Hilo Yacht Club ha::l a 
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good erew going up the r e and they 'd come down here fo r Regatta Da_y 
and then the Ho:10lulu crews--that is , Healani and Myrtle Clubs- ­
would go up to Hilo fo r the Fourth of SLily and up the re we 'd row a 
dog-leg cour se and we ha d a dog-leg coarse down he r e in Ho:wlulu, 
especially the seniors. They started way down by Hail road Wharf, 
came up to the lighthouse~ turned and went out to s par buoy , turned 
at star buoy, came bac k and finished at Pier 10. 

H Right- -yeah, that' s right. 

P What years were these ? 

B That would be--well, I was ro-.ving in 19 15 -16- 1.7, along in there 
and then joined the Myrtle Boat Club when they had to get out of 
their lo::ation down at what is now Pie r 2 and mmred up to what is 
Pier 3 or Pie r 4, right in that neighborhood. 

P I see . 

B And they haj another boathouse there and U1at' s when I really joined 
up. I rowed <J unior Boat fo r three years straight. 

H Actually, the Myrtle and the Healanis raced fo r many, In any years- ­
went way, way back--I do;1 ' t know how far back, but as fa r back a.s I 
can remember - -prior to 1910. Every Regatta .Day, the Myrtles a...."1d 
Heala.nis had their boat races--the s eniors , the juniors , the pair oars , 
you know , single sculls and all o£ that. 

P You mean us ually there we re just the two clubs? 

H Jus t the two clubs , a.nd it wasn ' t until F rank says, a ro:m d '15 or '16 
when Puunene came dmx.m, and tht~n I guess Hilo came , and the Kauat 
people came . 

B And then there were a couple of years "'Nhen Alameda came dovm he r e 
and t he n there was another club from Oakla.nd lhat carne d.mvn and 
raced. They got "clobbered," but they rac.ed . 

P And they 1d have to cm::n e by boat, so that \vould be a good six·-day 
trip, I guess. 

B Yeah) twelve days 0:1 UH; water. 

P And coaling between the Islands there would be a good twent:y·-fcr..1r 
hours, I guess . 

B No; about twelve hours. And the t hing that made it kind of r ough o:n 
the O'.Itside islands and for us, too, was that you had to s hip your 
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boats, too) and those ro 1Ning barges were tricky - - that is, if they 
weren't lashed d!)Wn properly, they could get very badly busted up. 

P What were they made of, do you recall? 

B Ah- -spruce and monkeypod; monkey pod stems 

H Mo:1keypod stems and spruce sheathing and I think they had little 
oak ribs in them , and t hey had sorn e kind o( fa bric cove r ing for 
decking. 

P Canvas, m aybe? 

H Canvas or something like that--light canvas over t he bow--with 
sliding s eats a nd outrig~~ers . . . 

P But not too heavy? .Fairly easy to carr y, I guess? 

B Oh, no·· ·-well, six m en could pick them up. 

H Oars twelve rmd a half or thirteen feet lo:1g, I guess. 

B Three and Four had about 12-foot oars and One and Two and Five 
and Six had the shorte r ones . 

P How far would they go? Mile, quarter-mile in the different races? 

B The senior race was a mile and a half---mile and 7/ 8--something 
like that. 

H It seems a long way down from the Sugar Pier up the main channel, 
then out to the spar buoy and t urn around and comt~ all t he way bad: 
in to Pier 10. Well , that's a lo:1g ·way. 

P How would they compete time-wise ·~;ith an outrigger canoe? A 
lot faster ? 

B & H Oh, yes , a lot faster, no question about i t, 

B The outrigger wouldn 't--well, for instance, the races used to be 
won in about twelve minutes--mile and one-quarter, mile and one­
half , whatever it 1vas, so those boai:s moved 

P They'd really glide, I think. 

B ·wen, if you shot your slides, it didntt. 
that was the end of the race right there . 

T hen, if you caught a ncra.b," 
The time I ro:le up in Hilo 
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Number Foar caught a ,,crab"- -well, he just collapsed on his oars 
and that threw him back and I got the oar in the back and that stopped 
m e and that stopped the stroke oar and we were giving our last ten 
for the finish - - right up to the finish--and we we re beginning to pick 
up. That was the day we had old man C roz i.er training . 

H Oh, George Crozier . . . 

P "Jinky" Crozier's dad, huh? 

B No, an uncle, the old skate . .He was a tough man to ro7v fo ·r, but he 
m ade tough c rews and his junior crews were always tops . And the 
thing that he built into them , all through from the first day you 
started rowing with him, was that you had to be able to finish or 
you got out of the boa t. And so , on the finish day - - look oat! ---if a 
junior boat was within a length ~md a half of you, you los t the race, 
because they 'd pick it up and take it away from you. And we were 
overtaking the lead boat when this guy caught a. nc rab" and it was 
the end of the race for us . It was a hard one to lose . 

P You fellows remember any outstanding m anagers in your time? Or 
weren't there any such? I can't recall any names--the r e was a 
fellow by the name of Che r r y, but he was aiter your time, wasn't he'? 

H Che rry? I don't recall. 

.P He was a hotel man first. 

H No, the re was nobody by that calibre in the club when I was a member. 

P Was it the Boar d of Directors that pretty much we re runrting the c lub? 

H You' re right- -they we re. The pres ident more or l ess ran it) as 1 
recall it . .. 

P Sasaki would do the daily operations 

B Yes, and he was told by t he Board . 

H What to do--yes. 

B Dad Center was the go- between . He tool~ the words fr om the Board 
and told SasaJd. It went f rom there. It was sort of a free-wheeling 
organization at that time. 

P Say, F r ank, and Ron, you've done a ~errific job in bringing bac:k 
incidents that P ve never heard about or r ead about. Now, Ron, 
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can ycr.1 give me a few names of fellows who are still around, who 
were also members of the Club back in the early days? 

H Well, let's see- -Roy Graham is still alive; he 1ll be cmt here, I 
think, this fall. He' s a Rear Admiral, Retired, Navy. "Toots11 

(A. E., Jr . ) Minvielle, of course, is still around. Jimmy 
Woolawa.y crewed fo r me in the sailing race we won back in 1917. 
Kenneth Emory, out at t he Bishop Museum; he wa.s reasonably 
active up until the time he got involved in studying Hawaiian. 
Somebody said Frank Girdler was up in the Volcano area. Don 
Hayselden is still around; he plays golf up at the Oahu Country 
Club. That's about all I can give you. Oh, Edwin Benner; I 
think he's still around. 

P Were any of these fellows charter members? 

H The only charter member I know of is Jack MacKenzie and these 
other fellows were fellows who cam e in along the way--not many 
of them before I was a member. 

P 11aybe in 1 14 or ' 15 ? 

H Yes, along in there. 

P Well, that's very interesting. Maybe we can get in touch with one 
or bvo of these fellows . I think you've covered it pretty well and 
Pm not sure that they could add to the s tory. 

H Well} I don't know. 

B Well, they'd probably have something to add that ·would be d.ifferent 
from what we have. 

P You never know . 

B One of the things that the Club did, in my time, was to participate 
in the Night Boat Parade dov-.'!1 in the Honolulu Harbor. We took the 
two big canoes and lashed them together, like a catamaran, and 
then on top of the platform we built a bamboo frame and covered it 
with bunting so that it looked like a wave, and we fixed two surfboards 
on this wave and put two men on there, as though they were surfing) 
and we lighted the whole thing up with torches, on the corners of the 
float . And then we got Guy Rothwell, who had a very nice power 
fishing sampan, to to·\:v us. So we always entered this thing in the 
Night Parade down there and always got a lot of handclapping for 
our effort, but we - -they never handed out prizes for it, but at least 
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we participated in the event. 

P Well, Ron and Frank~ this has been a highly informative session. 
Thanks very much for sharing with us your stories of the Out­
rigger during a most exciting time. Many, many tha.nks. 

-0-


