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ROBERT WYLI.E GUII.D 

An inter view by J . ~vard Russell 

Ap:ciJ. 2 S, 1 998 

I am Ward Russ<.~ll , a mernber of the Outr:igger: 
Canoe Club' s Historical Committee. For 
sometime our Committee has been conducting 
or.'al inte:cviews of p~'ominent meml?ers of our 
Club . Today , it is my distinct pleasure and 
priv ilege to i nter .. riew "Rabbit n Robert Guild , 
also known as ~~ Ra.b Gui l d , a member of a 
kamaaina family and l ong t ime member of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club. Rab has the distinction 
o f having been a president of the Club o n two 
occasions and t he additional distinction of 
having a son who has also been president of 
the Club . We are in the Boardroom of the Club 
on a beautiful a ft ernoon . 

JV~R: Good afternoon Rab . 

RvlG: Good afternoon Ward. How are you? 

~1R : Very well, thank you . 

RWG : I f~'?e l a lot~ better a fter lunch. 

JWR : Ah, yeah and you paid for my lunch too . Thank you 
very much . 

RWG : I was happy to do that. 

Jt-lR: OK . Bef ore we go into the Club , l et ' s hear a little 
bit about y ou. Where were you born . 

RWG: 1 was born in Honolulu, Hawaii at I<apiolani 
Hospital. 

~TWR: Ah. What yea r? 
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Rv~G : tllay l3th, 1929. 

JWR: Hey, it 's very close to your birthday? 

RWG: Yes , fifteen days away. 

JWR : Where did you go to school? 

RWG : I went to Kinau Kindergarten to start with and 
then I went to Hanahauoli School, then to Punahou . 
During the war I t'lent av-:ay to Portland, Oregon for 
three years , then I came back and graduated from 
Punahou. Then I went to University of Hawaii. 

JWR : Then after the University of Hawaii you went t o 
work . 

RWG: Yep, well in fact, I went to '/lake Island ct·uring the 
Korean Har working for Standard Oil Co., because 
all the planes that went to the Far East all caine 
through Wake Island . I came back and got into t he 
Air Force Reserve, was involuntarily recalled in 
the Air Force on active duty. I was on active duty 
for a coupl e of years and then got out when the war 
was pau (finished) . 

JVlR: And how about your business career? 

RWG : Well probably the most distinctive part of my busi ­
ness career was that I was a night watchman at the 
Outrigger Canoe Club down a t the old site . One 
night a week. 

~TWR: Oh really? You probably have some vivid stories 
to tell. 

RWG : I do have a couple of stories, but I probably 
won't tell them . 

I went to work in the automobile business at Hono ­
lulu Ford dealership f or nineteen years. I then 
had two automobile leasing companies and then I 
started my own dealership in Kaneohe and had t~he 
Volkswagen, Chevrolet and Mazda dealerships . I 
closed those in 1983 . Built a couple of buildings 
and went to work for a friend. of mine, a classmate 
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of mine at Punahou by the name o f Armand Smith, 
whose b rother Hunter Parker , another member of the 
Club, started a company headquartered in Portland , 
Oregon, and I represented them in Hawaii until 
1992. Tha t was the last year that I have done 
anything meaningful . 

JWR. : Well, you had a meaningful career . Let ' s go back 
to Punahou days. What were your athletic activi ­
ties in school and college . 

RWG : Actually, I p l ayed a little football, but I was 
kind of tall and slender at the time and I know 
we played "midget" footba ll, which is b arefoot 
with a ll the pads . I know that Jack Sheehan was 
on the six- man team. Jack Sheehan was the l eft 
end and I was the right end. We s till talk about 
tha t . Basically, I wasn't too active in sports 
in high school , but I did play basketball at the 
University of Hawaii . 

J WR: Before we get into the Club, what about your fami­
l y? You have some great kids and an outstanding 
wife . 

RWG: Kind o f interesting to me was t hat my f ather came 
direc tly .from Scot land to Honolulu on May 13, 1899, 
thirty years to the day that I was born in 
Honolulu. 

I am married now to Alice who comes from a old time 
family in Hawaii. As she said her family came 
over in the f irs t canoe, so that gives you an i dea 
how long they have been here . 

JWR : A very d istinguished fami ly. 

RWG : Well , i t's an old time family . We are f ortunate to 
have four children. All four of them are members 
of the Outrigger . Particularly our son Walter who 
is athletically still very much connected to the 
Outrigger . 

Then our middle daughter Diane or "Di 11 is still 
coaching the masters senior women's crew. 
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I have been fortunate to have my children in the 
Outrigger since t.hey were very young. They have 
grown up with one of the most outstanding organza­
tiona that they could possibly grow up in and 
that's the Outrigger Canoe Club. The water sports , 
being out of doors, i·t' s such a healthy environment 
not only physically~ but mentally . So we have been 
very fortunate in that sense . 

JWR: Well, that brings us to the Outrigger Canoe Club 
and your participation. When did you join the 
Club? 

RWG: I joined the Club in 1947 and I think it was July. 
As a matter of fact , I have the first of the 
Forecasts that announces my membership approval and 
I think is was July, 1947. So I've been a member 
over fifty years. 

JWR : How old were you when you joined the Club? 

RWG: I would have been eighteen years of age. 

JWR: How did you come to join the Club? 

RWG: My father was very nice to give me that as a be ­
lated birthday present. 

JWR: Had you done any swimming· in high school'? 

RWG: No, actually I had not done any swimming in high 
school. I had swum at the beach and I use t o surf , 
but not as much as I did after I joined the Club. 

JWR: When did you first start surfing? 

RWG: Well , when I first started surfing, interestingly 
enough, was when we were living at the Niumalu 
Hotel while my dad was having the family house 
built up in Makiki. That was in 1934 and that's 
when I learned to swim. 

I 1 m trying to think of the beach boy's name. I was 
going to say "Kalak.aua " (Si meon Aylett) and I 1 m not 
positive whether it was or not, but I think it 
could have been "Kalakaua" who taught me how to 
swim when I was five years old . 
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Then, I used to go surfing with a fellow who came 
down here every year. His grandmother used to 
bring him down and they used to live at. the Niumalu 
Hotel by the name of Bob Hensler. He was about six 
feet six in height and he used to take me tandem on 
his board and I remember my first board was like a 
redwood plank that looked a lot like an ironing 
board. That is the first board I can remember 
actually surfing on. But , basically, I have been 
surfing from then on. 

JWR : You surely made up fo:r· lost time. 

RWG : Yeah, I sure did. 

JWR: What kind of a board did you surf on when you 
joined the Club? Did they still have planks or by 
that time had they ..... . ? 

RWG: No , they were balsa-redwood planks. Then Charley 
Martin and I built a board wh ich was a balsa board 
with a mahogany strip down the middle and a 
mahogany front end on it . I can't remember the 
carpenter's name (Jim "Bo.x 11 ) that used to do the 
carpentry work at the Club underneath the old Club 
and he put the front end on it . 

JWR : Incidentally, we can always add names to the final 
transcription . If you can't remember a name we can 
fill it i n later. 

RWG: If I remember it later too. 

JWR: Tell me what were your first recollections of the 
Club? 

RWG : My earliest recollection of the Club really was 
that it was a beach club . It had dining facil­
ities . The Hau Terrace was part of our lives a.t 
that time. We used to drink our share of beer, 
obviously . It was to me very beach oriented, 
surfing and canoeing . I can remember surfing all 
day long when the waves were up ntirst break" 
waves. Going out at nine o'clock in the morning 
and coming in when it was dark . Then having to 
stand in the hot shower for a half - hour, trying to 
get warm, because you were blue by then. 



occ 54-6 

JWR : What were your favorite surfing places? 

RWG: Canoes (Canoe surf) was always a good surfing place 
because there were almost always waves . 

JWR: Now where is Canoes? 

RWG: Canoes is just outside of the old Club in Waikiki. 
Really, right in front of the Moana Hotel . Then 
obviously, Queens {Queens surf). 

JWR : And Queens is where? 

RWG: Queens is to the Diamond Head side of Canoes surf. 

JWR~ I'm aski ng these questions because people who hear 
or read this interview may not know what you are 
talking about. So I get you to identify these 
locations. 

RWG : Well, then outside of Queens and more towards the 
Natatorium was actually Cunahs and then big Cunahs. 
Going the other wa.y {going towards Ewa from Canoes) 
was 11 First Break" . Then Populars was out even 
further and that was outside the reef area in front 
of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel . 

JWR: Did you have any particular favorite spot. 

RWG: It just depended on where the waves were. 

JWR : Do you recall any particular events that occurred 
which are indelibly imprinted in your mind? 

RWG: I think possibly two things that I remember best of 
all. When I was at the University of Hawaii I was 
playing basketball and I was also crewing {rowing), 
so I was in pretty good shape. I started paddling 
for the Outrigger a nd the first race I ever paddled 
in was a senior race, a senior four held in the 
regatta in Honolulu Harbor (Maritime Day) and Jimmy 
Pflueger and I were in the middle seats and Paul 
Dolan was in the front seat and Charley Martin was 
in the back seat and we broke the four -man record 
for the senior four. We were paddling in the 
11 KAKINA 11

• I never paddled junior crew. It's the 
same at: the University of Hawaii, I never rowed in 
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anything other than the senior crew. 

I think the second most memorable thing that I can 
remember about water sports and being involved \<Tith 
the Outrigger was during the time I paddled senior 
crew .. ... Well, two things. The senior crew I 
paddled on was the last senior cr·ew that Duke 
(Kahanamoku) coached. Aft.er he was pau (finished} 
coaching - I don't remember exactly how many 
years, there was a era when Waikiki Surf Club had a 
marvelous senior crew, "Duchie" Kino , "Blue" Makua, 
"Wally" Froiseth, George Downing. It was one of 
those crews that comes along now and then, like 
Lanikai' s c:rew is now, and we were always second. 
But, sometimes we should of won, but we didn't. 

In one instance we were paddling the WaJ.t.er 
Macfarlane Races, and in those days, the senior six 
was a four and a ha.lf mile race . We used to have 
quar ter-mile, half -mile and three-quarter mile 
buoys and it was three times around the three­
quarter mile buoy . We were leading, going into the 
last turn, the last three-quarter mile buoy, by 
about a hundred yards . It was going to be a 
fabulous, fabulous win and we wen t around, I 
remember I was paddling number five, and we went 
around the last buoy and Charley Martin was 
steering and he cut it too close and we hit the 
buoy {disqualified) . I was so. . . . . You know after 
paddling that far in that kind of condition, I 
turned around and slung the paddle at Charley. 
Luckily I didn't hit him, but I was burned up . 

,JWR: Automatically disquali fied! 

RWG: Automatically disqualified . We beat them by about 
one hundred yards and then were disqualified. The 
one time that we really really paddled well and 
beat them substantially. 

JWR: Did you paddle Outrigger senior crew for a long 
period? 

RWG: I paddled on the senior crew for about nine years, 
eight or nine years. I would have paddled longer. 

I played volleyball for the Outrigge.r six-man team 
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and I would have played volleyball longer also , but 
my wife used to drive with me to the volleyball 
meets and leave our kids at home which she didn¥t 
like to do too well. She didn't like driving back 
from the volleyball games i n a car with five sweaty 
volleyball players. She said that's got to go . So 
that was the end of my volleyball career. 

That coincided with my finished paddling career 
also, because I started having children and a 
little more responsibility . Especially, my son who 
is forty - one years old and is still paddling. 
Course he's not married and he doesn't have any 
children and that makes it.: a little easier fo r him. 

JWR : I want to go back a little bit because you 
mentioned the KAKINA. What is significant about 
the KAKINA? 

RWG: The KAKINA was the widest. of the two canoes that we 
had . ... We actually had three, we had the HANAKE­
OKE , which we weren't racing at the t ime , the 
I~EILANI and the KAK.INA . The KAKINA was a little 
shorter and it was little lighter and it was good 
for light crews . It was a great racing canoe for 
four -roan . Better a four-man canoe than the 
LEILANI. 

JWR: The LEILANI, KAKINA and HANAKEOKE were all koa 
canoes. 

RWG : Right, all koa canoes. 

JWR: Do you know the background of the KAK INA and 
LEILANI? 

RWG: I don't know about it. I think they were made like 
in 1932 or 1934 . 

JWR: Dad Center was responsible for acquiring t hose two 
plus the canoe that the Waikiki Surf Club had for 
years. 

RWG : The MALIA? 

~TWR: The MALIA. They were all made by the same man. 
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RWG : Who was that? Was it George Perry? 

,JWR: No . ~. Japanese man in Kona . A.n int.eresting s tory 
is the way Dad (Center} disposed of t hose t hree 
canoes, particularly the one for Waikiki Surf . 
They couldn't afford it and Da d advanced the money 
out of his own pocket to help them acquire i t. 

RWG : I think those three canoes are probably three of 
the great designs of koa canoes and certainly the 
MALIA is the original design for lots of the 
fiberglass canoe s . 

JWR : That ' s right . . 
caught my ear . 

You ment i oned something else that 
Crewing . Did you row? 

RWG: I rowed for the University of Hawaii. The 
Univer sity of Hawaii wanted to revive it . In the 
days of King Kalakaua they used t.o have regattas 
and they were rowing regattas . They rowed in six­
man barges which were designed so they could make a 
turn . They used t o race out the channel of the 
har bor entrance (Honolulu) and then make a turn 
around a buoy outside and race back in. I actually 
rowe d in a race in Honolulu Harbor that went out 
the channel and came bac k again. It was kind of an 
interest:ing thing . It was a little like a take -·off 
on the Macfarlane races because there were swells 
out there that one could ride a l ittle and it 
caused a different condition to row with a sweep 
oar rather that on completely flat water. 

JWR : I d id too . I rowed with the Myrtle Boat Club . 

RWG: The old Myrtle Boat Club became the University o f 
Hawaii Boat Club. We used the old My rtle barges. 
We used t o row in the Ala Wai . In those days it 
wasn't f ull as it is now with silt, so that one 
could get a t.wo t .housand meter course out of it , 
which is an olympic distance. When they do dredge 
the Ala Wai again , hopefully set it so that it will 
not fill up again then a n olympic distance course 
t hat we c a n ac~ll#tlly train in and hopefully, Hawa ii 
is so water spd!tts oriented, one of these days we 
will be able to send some crews to the olympics f or 
the sprints . 
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JWR : You mentioned the Walter Macfarlane Race. F.' or the 
benefit of the record I'd like you to describe your 
family connection to the Wal ter Macfarlane Race. 

RWG : Walter Macfarlane or "Walter Mac" was the president 
of the Outrigger around the beginning of WW- II in 
1939. He's credited with revitalizing the 
Outrigger because it was kind of going down hill at 
the time. Almost single- handedly he raised the 
funds to build the 1941 Club (new clubhouse) . He 
happens to be my mother--in-law's brother, my wife's 
uncle. So that connection is very c lose and the 
Walter Macfarlane Memorial Canoe Races at Waikiki 
Beach are supported by the family. My mother-in­
l aw has done a. great deal in seeing that monies are 
spent and trophies are made and things like t:tJ.at. 
The family has been very involved and it 's 
interesting t hat our kids have been involved also . 

It's really kind of a fun thing. Every July 4th, 
it doesn't matter where we are, we always come back 
for the races. That 1 S kind of a family tradition . 

JWR: You have been very inst r umental in the Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation {ODKF) . 

RWG: Yes, I'm still on the board o .f.. the Foundation. I 
was president of the Outrigger when we had a chance 
along with Ben Cassiday to put the Outrigger Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation together, when the Duke 
Kahanamoku F'oundation came to the Outrigger and 
asked us to administer t.hei r funds. So we combined 
them and ended up with the Outrigger Duke 
Kahanamo~l Foundation. We've had an opportunity to 
grow. We haven't quite achieved where I had hoped 
we would be r ight now because we are under one 
million dollars {assets). I have to give a lot of 
credit to my mother - in- law, Muriel Flanders because 
she has been the largest single contributor to the 
Foundation . The goals of the Foundation are, I 
think 1 incredibly great because it supports the 
young athletes and scholars in Hawaii and the hope 
is to be able to send them away to different sports 
activ ities and colleges so they can come back and 
be the leaders in Hawaii when they return . 
Actually, ODKF is the only foundation of its kind 
in the State of Hawaii, which I think is kind of 
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unique. 

JWR: I think it's great you :have that participation and 
interest in the Foundation. 

RWG : I am on the board now, but I think it's about time 
that I start passing that crown off to someone 
else . I've been on it for, I don't know how· many 
years , but it has been a lot of years. 

JWR : Let's go back. I want to get into your 
participati on in the management of the Club. What 
committees have you served on? Can you g i ve me a 
brief synopsis of your activity? 

RWG: Over a period of t ime I have been on the athletic, 
admission & membership, long range planning for 
several times a nd building & grounds committees . 
As a director , I was a coordinating director to 
most of the committees, includi ng the entertainment 
and house committee . 

JWR : Club Capta in'? 

RWG : No, never was Club Captain 

JWR: When were you first elec·ted to the Board? 

RWG: I was probably elected around 1.969 or 1970 , because 
I was president the first time in 1973 . I was 
pretty sure that I was on the Board probably in my 
fourth year when I was president. 

JWR: That b r ings up another point that I want to talk 
about. You were also president in 1985. 

RWG : Correct . 

JWR. : How did the second t .our of duty come about? 

RWG : The past presidents are quite active in the Club 
and obviously want the Club to operate well. The 
past presidents felt because of the election and 
rolling over of directors t.here was a lot of new 
young b l ood coming on, but there was not any 
experience . They a s ked me to run again as a 
d irector and I did and was elected fortunately . I 
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was glad I did because I had spent a number of 
years either on or chairing the by-laws committee. 
It 's little like const.itutional type of thing where 
one has to unders tand the reasoning of som.e of the 
by- l aws, why t hey were originally put in , why they 
have been changed . It gave me an opportunity to 
sit. on the Board and k ind of help t h.e Board 
understand what the b y .. · laws meant, and that we 
could do certain t hings and we couldn't do other 
things. That was really the reason I got back on 
the Board . Because I had the experience of bei ng 
president I w-as also president aga in . 

JWR : I raised the question because at the time t here was 
some criticism and you may recall t here was an 
effor t to c hange the by- laws with reference to 
terms of office . I think the service you gave to 
the Club justified the position taken by the past 
presidents . 

RWG: It nice of you to say that. You being a past 
president . I think you are the only one that has 
been a .four- term president. 

JWR: There are two more than I. One was Walter 
Macf arlane and the other was Wilfred Godbold. 

RWG : Oh, I didn't know ... 

JWR: The other was Wilford Godbold, Sr.. I am t he third 
in tenure . 

RWG : In fact I didn't know that Walter Macfarlane was 
president that long. 

JWR : Let's see now. Back to the t i me period you served 
at the old locat ion and when i t was obvious we had 
to move to t he new location. What was your 
reaction at. that time? 

RWG: My reaction at that time was that I didn't want to 
move. It was i nterest.ing because my father had 
been ver y close to Alex Smi th who was the 
admini strator for Queen' s Hospital . 

I t was felt at t hat time t ha.t he could persuade 
Queen's Hospital to sel l the property to the 
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Outrigger. For whatever reason I don't know, but 
that did not come about and when the Club did 
decide to move up here, I actually was not happy 
with moving away from Waikiki because o f the 
surfing area . So I went and took my beard over to 
the Uluniu Club, along with several others, 
including George Brangier and continued t~o surf 
down there. 

I can remember all the meetings that \ve had that 
you chaired at that time and we used to have Club 
meetings at the Princess Kaiulani Hotel. I still 
was not happy about it. 

I thought maybe possibly of resigning from the Club 
and I remember coming up here and Bobby Anderson 
and I walked around through the original found ­
ations of where the men's locker was and Bobby 
explaining to me where the lockers ~;ere going to be 
and I didn't resign and I was very happy that I 
didn't . I kept my membership and as it turned out 
we were very much better off here in this area than 
we would have been down in Waikiki. 

I can remember being younger on the beach that a 
lot of times the gals would get hustled by the 
servicemen and there was just a lot more action and 
part.icularly :i.n today ' s environment I think there 
would have been a lot more trouble with members 
down t:here being on t he beach. In those days we 
used to be able to spend time on the beach at night 
and not worry about getting beaten up or anything 
like that, so I think where we've moved to I am a 
lot happier, having three daughters, that they were 
able to grow up here in this new location rather 
than down in Waik.iki, which I think would have been 
a little rougher. 

J"WR: It~'s become a real family Club. 

RWG : Oh definitely, no question about that. We don't 
have the beach facilities really, I mean the big 
Waikiki Beach. We're not as close to surfing as we 
were. We used to have the Outrigger Beach 
Services. 11 Sallyn Hale and all the beach boys were 
right there at the Club. 
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JWR: Tell me a little about the Beach Services , now that 
you mention it. 

RWG : I can remember some of the beach boys who were 
there. "Sall y" Hale was head of i t . I can 
remember the little office under the bar . They 
used to take a11 of t he canoes , take the tou:r:i st 
out in canoes . It was fun because I use to go out 
with nsteamboat" or go out with some of the other 
guys as second captain, with "Turkey" Love and guys 
like that . so it was a lot of fun to be on the 
beach. 

JVlR: Duke and David (Ka.hanarnoku)? 

RWG: Yeah . 
sian. 
money . 
job . 

Duke in my day was not doing it as a profes­
Other beach boys were doing it to make 

Dul<e had already graduated to the sheriff's 

JWR : I remember David. He and I used to paddle the 
two- man canoe together . 

RWG : tqell, all the brot.hers were very active down there. 
I remember one time on "first break" waves I got a 
l esson from "Sarge" . I was not slidi ng left 
(riding parallel or s ideways along the face of a 
wav·e) fast e nough and he was sliding left fast and 
he came right across my board . Of course they 
didn ' t have skegs then so it didn't chew my board 
up , but it caught me right across the ankl es. 

JWR : Who 's this'? 

RWG~ nsargen Kahanamoku . 

JWR : Oh really? 

RWG : Sargeant would tell you to get out of the way and 
he'd just keep on c oming . 

JWR : (Laugh) That's pretty good . Can you remember some 
of the characters that were prominent in your life 
at the Club? 

RWG: I can remember some of the characters certainly 
that were on the beach . nsteamboat" (Samuel 
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Mokuahi, Sr), "Big Boat11 (Samuel Mokuahi, II I) , 
"Turkey" (Alan IJove), 11 Pana.ma" (Charles Baptiste, 
Jr.), "Chick" (William Daniels), "Curly" (Harry 
Cornwall), "Kalakaua" (Simeon Aylett} and "Molokai" 
(Alfred Horner} . 

JWR: These were part of the beach boys service? 

RWG: Those were part of the beach boys service and some 
beach boys, like "Panama" never worked for the 
beach service . He was always at the Moana Hotel. 

JWR: What was the objective of the beach boys service? 
What was their function? 

RWG: It primarily was to take tourists out canoeing and 
give surfing lessons. "Chick" was at the Royal and 
"Panama" and "Jimmy" Hakuole were at the Moana. 
The beach boys service was designed to take 
tourists out in canoes and give them surfing 
lessons. 

Then o f course, talk about some of the chara.ct.ers , 
Richard (Ota) and Claire in the snack bar and 
"Pops" (Haehnlen) , the night watchman, that Pat 
Wyman used to drive him out of his mind, Eva 
(Pomroy} and Malia {Lutz) at the front desk and 
"Charleyn Hee, people that worked for the Club . 

JWR: How abou t any of the managers of the Club? 

RWG: I think one of the great managers of the Club was 
Fred Mosher. In my opinion, 11 Freddy" turned the 
Club around, from the stand point getting 
people/members back to the Club. He became 
interested in the younger members of the Club. We 
used to go canoeing with him. I think in my 
opinion, he turned turned the food service and the 
quality of the food around, so that members enjoyed 
coming back to the Club . I think there was some 
concern from the Board that his ratio of cost to 
sales in the food was a little off, but I credit 
him with bringing the members back to use the Club 
again. 

Gay Harris was a Club manager at one time and 
"Jaken Tudor was the Club manager when I first 
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joine d. 

,:J1'?R: Your reference to "Jake" . I have some v ivid 
recollections. What did you think of him? 

R~lG: I don't have any vivid recollections of "Jake 11 as 
the n.mnager. Maybe I wasn't g-et ting in trouble or 
I wasn 't running around quite as much at the Club 
as I did lat.er. I never really bounced off of 
"Jake 1( too much and I know a lot of people did . 

,TWR: I mentioned it. because I always remember the 
11 wishing ·well n . Do you remember the nwishing 
well "? 

RWG: No. 

JitlR: He put it just adj acent t o the volleyball courts 
for members to throw coins in it and make a 'l.'lish . 

RWG: Was t hat the little shallow well? 

JV~R : Yes. 

Rv1G: V'Jell, I remerrtber that . 

JWR: Song around the office was "Three Coins in a 
Fountain.'' . 

I want to touch on one point that you 1.-rere very 
active in and your recollection about it. I know 
that during your presidency, you worked very hard 
with. the Elks Club, trying to resolve a problem . 
Can you just give me a briefing- on your partici 
pat ion? 

RWG: Well , that's been an ongoing thing since I've been 
president . Yes, we set up a lot of meetings with 
the Elks Club , in particular with thE~ older members 
of the Elks Club, who I think you probably were in 
negotiations with some of the members like Ray 
Medly and some of those guys. 

We instituted cocktail parties where we invited 
their Board of Trustees here and they would invite 
us over there. We were trying to put together a 
connnon ground and friendships so that we could work 
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toward being able to acquire this property in fee 
and that 1 S still going on . It's twenty fiv e years 
later and I don't think "'We are any closer than 
before. They have resisted our overtures. We've 
tried a lot of different things. 

I know one of the things was the parking structure, 
where we approached them in building a joint 
parking structure which they could also use, as 
well as us. We were talking about building· it on 
the back of their parking lot . We would put the 
money up and they would put the land up. I believe 
they did..-'1' t go for that for the reason they were 
thinking about building a high rise on the back of 
their lot . I don 1 t thiru< it's a possibility. 

The dialog continued to the extent that in 1986 or 
1987 , maybe after that. I actually, unbeknown to 
the Board of the Outrigger, I made a offer to the 
Elks Club of six and a half million dollars for 
this piece of property with the understanding that 
I would have to get Board approval . It was 
interesting because that offer went as far as three 
o.f the old timers (Elks) , never got to the Board of 
Trustees, never got to the Exalted Ruler , never got. 
to the membership, because the old timers were just 
against us even talking about it . 

In a discussion where we acknowledged the fact that 
when we made this lease with the Elks Club , it was 
actually a good lease for them. They needed the 
money and they got the money they needed and it was 
a good lease . Today, it is a very good lease for 
us. It will continue to be a very good lease for 
us for an awful lot of years. Acknowledging that 
was the case, I suggested that maybe the Outrigger 
should buy the Elks Club out entirely and then we 
would turn around and lease them back their portion 
on the same basis that they l ease us our portion . 
Well, they didn't like that idea either. I don't 
think it's a practical view point on their part. 
They ' re not looking at it from an economic stand 
point , they are looking at it from a jealous old 
time stand point and I don't think anything is 
going to happen. 

This is my pers~n«l opinion . I don't think 
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anything is going to happen until we don't h.av-e the 
old timers around wl1o are bitter about the lease. 
Personally, they think we •1 took1

' them and we 
definitely have a very favorable lease that you 
Ward were involved in working out. They don 1 t 
realize that when our:· renegot.iation comes up that 
they a.r·en' t going to absolutely put us out of 
business. They think that some Japanese buye:r:s are 
going to offer them th:.r:ee hundred artd fifty million 
dollars fox· this piece of property and they ar:e 
9\:-Jing to base our:· futur.·e ren·t on that. It's .not 
g·oing to happen. 

J'\t~R: You raised an inte:r.'esting point. I think you 
identified "they11 as the old timers who have to go 
by the wayside and await a new element. Assuming 
that, what is going to be the best way to approach 
that new element? 

RWG: I t:tlink the old timers are emot:ional about our 
lease and about us being here. I think a younger 
new element would be more practical, economically 
practical in looking at it and if they realize they 
are not going· to : (1) Base our five per cent lease 
rental on three hundred or three hundred and fifty 
million dollars. [2) I have been told this by 
several on the Board of Trustees over there that 
they feel that the lease negotiation with us is the 
lever to use to get us to support them in getting 
permission to put a high rise on the back of their 
parking lot. At that. time, I told them they were 
entirely wrong. I didn't think we had the 
influence that they are thinking we have, that we 
are not in a position to make that kind of 
judgement about a high rise or help them get the 
necessary permits. They are trying, in the backs 
of their minds, to use the renegotiation like it's 
a lever to support them on that. I think. when they 
realize that as we renegotiate that we are going to 
be better off not buying the property and just 
continuing on the present lease for the next fifty 
years, they may get a different outlook on it, 
particularly the younger, more development 
oriented, mernbers that they may ha.ve, the more 
economically practical member that they may have, I 
think that may change that philosophy over there. 
As long as the old time members are still there, I 
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was told by the chair man of the board, who I won 1 t 
name, he and I had a meeting at a MacDonald's 
restaurant on King's S treet where nobody would see 
us, the next time the Outrigger makes an offer , it 
has t o make it to the Boa rd of Directors , because 
these guys (old timers) , they just swallow it and 
nobody ever sees i.t. Several of our offers hav·e 
never never ever gotten to the Board of Directors, 
so t he.cefo:ce it has never been brought to the 
membership . 

JWR: Very interesting point s. One point t hat I t hink 
that has further complicated the whole procedure or 
issue is that present zoning does not pe:rymit 
construction of the high rise on the back of their 
property which I think emphasizes the need to get 
t.he message to their membership. From what you 
say , I gather that the membership at la:cge h.as 
never really had an opportunity to express their 
opinion. 

RWG : I think that is part of it . The old timers really 
run that Club over there . The younger ones and one 
of them who was elected that I was hoping would 
make a good one , said that he really got elected on 
the basis that he kind of promised that they were 
going to break the lease. That hasn't happened . I 
told them. "Well, be our guest, because we don't 
think you cann and they never pursued it . 1:..et' s 
face it, they couldn't do it anyway. 

JWR: I don't think so . I have pretty much been through 
that whole procedure too. 

RWG: Your right , the membership never really ever gets a 
clear picture of this thing. I think, it's the 
Board of Directors , in particular the old members 
who are not on the Board, but are very voc al over 
there and hav e been in all of the positions of 
strength that have really kept it from the 
membership. I know another thing also that ' s kind 
of interesting is that they have always been 
concerned that Outrigger members would join the 
Elks Club and then be able t.o swing a vote over 
there . I know we do have some members that are 
members over there , but I think very few . It's an 
interesting thing that has worried them for quite 
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awhile. 

J'WR : we.ll, t h ey're:: at a. very· crit:ical situ.;.::~.t:i on r i ght 
now and maybe the time is ripe for something 
dras.tic to happen either on our part or their part, 
but you've certainly covered the "waterfront" 
pretty well there . 

RWG: You know in one instance when we offered them an 
amount of money, and it wasn' t . the time that I just 
off hand offered the s i x and a half mil lion , but it: 
was the t .ime when we did offer t.hem money somewhere 
i n that neighbor hood. We also pointed out that i f 
they invested that money to the end of our lease 
they ~nould have almost a billion dollars. You 
know, they could buy t he island with that . If we 
gave then four, five or six million dollars or 
whatever , they could do a n awful lot tiTith that ove r 
there a.nd make a magni ficen t .club or t hey could go 
somewhere else and buy a piece of property and 
build a magnific-ent club . With tha t kind of money 
t.o get a facility they could ever want and the 
r eply was: 110h no 1 we have some membe.rs that would 
like to have a drink and look at the water . " Well, 
that's an expensive drink . . Something o ne of thes e 
days is going to happe n , but b y then it may be 
better for us not t o purchase it. 

J"IJR: Right. Well, it 's been a good r ecap of what the 
situation is. I guess you could go on for a long 
time discussing it . 

RWG: It's been going on for a long time . I guess it 
could go on about as long as we let it . 

J~~R: Let ' s get back to the Club n ow. I did want to t a lk 
about Walter (Guild) . He was president in 1994 . 
He. did an outstanding job. 

RWG: He was president at the time that there were some 
major c hanges in the Club. He a lso had an 
interesting t hing happened and that was his aunt, 
Mary Phil potts McGr at.h, was also on t he Board. 

J1'1R : She 's the first woman president (1998) . 

RWG: Ye s, she's the first woman president. It ' s kind of 
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an interesting thing that Walter 11 Mac" 
(Macfarlane}, Wal·ter Guild and t'-'i.ary Philpotts 
McGrath are all related and all presidents. ''WaltH 
had Mary's expertise and one of the things that 
came out of that and I really credit r4ary for, that 
it happened during "Walt's" term and that was the 
new dining room facility. That has turned out just 
magnificently. I think that's one of the most 
beautiful parts of this Club and has generated a 
lot more business. 

JV.."'R: How did Walter come to be an outstanding athlete 
and hOvl he came to be president and -.;.That influence 
he might have had? 

RvlG: I have always wanted my children to be part of the: 
Club so I have gotten then in as soon as they were 
able to get in. I taught "Walt" to surf out at 
Kahe' Point, \\There w·e had our place in Ewa. I 
really surfed with him more right here at the 
Outrigger. I remell'.ber he was eight years old and 
he and I used to go surfing when it was still dark 
and sit on our board at "Old Man's" (surf}. It was 
a great time for me because he was my only son and 
fun just being out there and talk to him as an 
eight year old . Then I was able to get him into 
some of the summer programs. So he surfed and 
canoed and everything here. 

He was growing up in the Club , so he's been playing 
volleyball and surfing and paddling all his life . 
One of the most gratifying things; I always wanted 
him to understand koa, particularly koa canoes. 

I had grown up with Duke' s canoes and I used to 
paddle those and part;i.cularly the Club's racing 
canoes. It's just a special feeling about those 
canoes as far as I was concerned. So I c-:ncouraged 
him to be around the canoe and koa and learn how to 
rig and take care of them. He went far further 
than I ever thought he would. He became very 
involved in actually working on the canoes, 
preparing them for racing, re-riggi.ng them and 
cha.ng·ing some of the designs, seating, etc . . 

He not only grew up in the Club, but he grew up 
working with the canoes, particularly with koa 
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canoes . The f act t:hat he happens to bui ld 
fiber glas s ca noes is kind o f a n ex tens ion of tha t. 
I was really happy tha t he was so i nvolved in the 
Club and t ook suc h an inte rest in the Club, that 
when t b.ey were looking for some younger people t o 
get invol v ed \vith the Board, because you need the 
new b l ood a nd. enthus iasm and the energ·i e s , a nd t hat 
even when it was not the ea sie st t i me f or him f rom 
a buS'iness stand point , he did get on the Board. 

I was obviousl y very very del igh ted that he was 
successful on the Boar d and als o be i ng president. 
If he's a good example then he's a product of a 
youngster growing up in t he Club and having a 
special feelin g f or the Club and obviously a desire 
to see the very best . He's got a great attitude. 

One time after a Molokai race whi ch they had won 
t he year befor e and came in second. I think it was 
when t he Tahitian's won and I talked to him right 
af ter the race . You know after four or five hours 
being out there in the Molokai Channel, it's 
grueling . I said : "Gee, I ' m really sorry about the 
fact you didn ' t win." and he said: "Dad, the best 
thing that happens that somebody else won, because 
it become t ruly an international contest:. . If we 
had won it every single year it wouldn't ever 
develop into something very special." That kind of 
attitude of his is always been one of his 11 Strong 
suits" . He is not only for himself, but he's 
always been for everybody else. That kind of 
helped him as a director and as a pres i dent . 

JWR: I know you'll look forward to the day when maybe 
you'll have a grandson . 

RWG: Well, that's s omething that r can look forward t o. 
I know that Alice is looking forward to it, in fact 
she is getting very very impatient. We have only 
one of our four chi ldren married and she's married 
to somebody who already ha s grown children and 
grand children and she's never going to have any 
children of her own and Alice is getting very 
unhappy about that. Walter and Lissa are the two 
candidates. 
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JWR: Well Rab, this has been most inte.rest .. ing.. Have you. 
got anything else that you'd like to add to the 
record. 

RWG: I don't know, not from my stand point other than to 
say that I think that I have been very blessed and 
very fortunate to have been a member of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club. I always told my J.dds that 
the greatest thing they had going for them was 
being able to go to Punahou and have the Outrigger 
Canoe Club. The two great establishments. "Didi" 
went to Hawaii School for Girls which I have to put 
up in the same shelf as Punahou. They have just 
had an opportunity that most kids don't have. 

The Outrigger has been a fabulous Club. It 1 S got a 
great tradition. It 1 s always been looked up to and 
itrs not because it's a rich haole Club or 
something, but because of the way we participate. 
I just feel very very honored I have had an 
opportunity being a member of the Club. I am very 
honored that I was on the Board for twelve years. 
I am very honored that I was president tw·i.ce. 

Those are the things I will always cherish. The 
only thing that concerns me is that we have lost a 
lot of members who have been members for fifty 
years and I have been a meml:::ler for fifty one . I'm 
trying to push that envelope as far as I can and 
maybe a member for seventy five years. I like that 
very much . I look forward t.o lots more time at the 
Out. rigger and a lot more fun . 

JWR: I think the Club is extremely for tunate to have 
people like you. You devote so much time and 
interest in the Club and contribute so much to the 
Club. Your whole family, particularly your 
childrenr I look to much more participation on t:he 
part of them. To the Guild family and the future 
of our Club. 

RWG: I appreciate that. I just wanted you to check one 
thing. I think that the Outrigger Canoe Club not 
only is an outstanding Club, but it's outstanding 
because of the participation and the quality of the 
people that a~re members of the Club . Ward, you are 
a perfect exampl e of it. You've been so very 
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i n"str1Jmental in_ ma.k . .ing tl1e ·c111b \~l'la.t :i..t. is t c)day. 

I b•0l.ong to t ><ro country clubr~ a nd I ca.n tE;;ll you 
the -r,.;ay the Ol.:.trig-ger operates , the quality of the 
people on c ommittees and the way the Board 
operates , you don ' t have any b ickerin9 and in­
fighting between mern.bers and t he Board becau::,;e the 
Boa:cd does their homewox··k. The committees do their 
homework. They recommend to the Board and the 
decisions that the Board make, I think f or the most 
part, every member of the Outr igger says: "You 
know, that's really the best for the Club." One of 
the country clubs I belong to there is so much 
individual ism in the club that it's 11 n.ot good for 
me" i t doesn 1 t matter whether it 's good for the 
club, 11 I don't want that". There is so many 
unrealistic expectations in some of those clubs 
that t hey j us t don't function well. I would not 
want to be invol ved in being a director or 
president of couple of the clubs I know. They just 
don't function like the Outrigger does . They don't 
have the expertise and the quality of membership 
that t h e Outrigger does . That's what real ly makes 
the Club. It's made it easy for management . 

JWR : You know this is one of the best interviews I've 
had. I have been told you shouldn't go over an 
hour . You know we~"ve been at it for well over a 
full hour . (laugh) 

RWG: Yes, I realize it . It ' s very easy t o talk. 

JWR: Rab, thank you very much . 

RWG: Ward, I ' ve got to tell you, I probably ducked this 
interview for a long time because I really didn 1 t 
thi nk I had much to talk about. I was concerned I 
wouldn ' t remember a lot of names I should have , but 
you have done your homework and you know more about 
me than I probably know about me , particularly 
involving the Club . I just want to tell you that I 
r eally appreciate you doing it, taking your time to 
do it. I'm honored to have you do it and Senator, 
"just send the check" . 

JWR: (Laugh) urn the mail" . Thank you very much . 
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ADDENDUM 

I am ward Russell, a member of the Historical 
Committee of the Outrigger Canoe Club and 
chairman of the Oral History Subcommittee. A 
few months ago I conducted an oral interview 
with Robert "Rab" Guild, a former president of 
the Outrigger Canoe Club . A very· interesting 
intervie~~~ and subsequently in discussion with 
"Rab" he mentioned that there were a couple of 
things that he would l ike to have added to his 
int.erview. Specifically* one of those is in 
respect to some problems that had arisen 
during his term of office which I think is 
v1orthwhile recording. This is October 2nd, 
1998 . "Rab 11 and I are in the Boa.rd room of 
the Club on a very beautiful Friday afternoon . 

JWR : How did you enjoy the lunch, Rab? 

R~·1G: I enjoyed my lunch immensely, particularly because 
you bought it. (JWR laughs) I appreciate that . 
Thank you very much. 

JWR: You b ought lunch at our first interview! Ok, 
referring to your previous interview, what would 
you like to add? 

RWG: I think that the question you asked was: "Were 
there any specific challenges or anything like 
that , during my term of office. Actually, the 
second time that I was president in 1985 , there 
really wasn't a lot of challenges . We were in very 
good financial health . It was just a normal year, 
but in 1973 it was an interesting thing because we 
were having problems with the parking deck, and the 
deterioration from aging and rusting in the 
"re-bar" in it . 

We had done a number of studies on it to make sure 
that it was substantial and safe . In the process 
we decided that because it wasn ' t sufficient for 
parking for all our members all the time, that we 
needed to add additional parking to the top of it 
(structure) . 

The first des ign was an interesting design which 
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I'm very happy we didn't end up doing . It was one 
and a half decks and it was one-half deck up and 
then a full deck on the top . There were two 
reasons for the design for the full deck on the 
top . One was we were very conc e rned about the 
water that was draining down th.e ramps onto the 
deck structure itsE'Jlf, on ·the lower levels and 
causing r ust t o the re ···bars . 

The other t hing was that there was a group that 
wanted tennis courts . The design was that we would 
have one half deck of parking and then a whole deck 
above t hat would be use as tennis courts, but also 
be able to be used for parking . 

This was the design that actually was accepted and 
sent out for bids and got bids on . Ne took a very 
close l ook at that and there was a lot of feeling 
that we should go ahead and build the additional 
parking structure with the tennis courts up there. 

I had several reservations about i t. One, after 
discus sing t he· tennis court conc e p t wi th tennis 
players, they felt it would be too windy, because 
of the Colony Surf for one thing. That it would be 
windy to be playing tennis up there. Two, the 
structure wou.ld have to have a coating on it. that 
was not only be waterproof, but was suitable for 
playing tennis. The waterproof coating that was 
suitable for playing tennis was also going to have 
to be driven on by automobiles, which could drop 
oil on it. we were assured that it would not be a 
problem and the oil could be cleaned up and it 
would not deteriorate the coating. But, the car 
tires turning on it would have worn the coating 
substantially . We could have possibl y had leakage 
from t.ha t. That factor I was ver y concerned about, 
and I didn't think that i t was worthwhile as tennis 
courts and if we designed it that way and the 
tennis courts didn't work we had k i nd of a strange 
design t hen , because t.he design require an unusual 
kind of ramp . It w·ould not have been an easy ramp 
for older members or a lot of members to navigate. 
I felt that was not the kind of design that we 
really wanted . 

The really big factor that I thought was really 
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more of a challenge than anything else was that in 
the fall of 1.973, was when we had the oil crisis. 
We had a gas shortage and people 'lt17e:ce standing in 
lines . As you can remember in Calif ornia they had 
shoot ing·s in gas stati on lines because people 
thought they were being cut off . That really was a 
r:ecession and it looked like we were sliding into a 
depr ession. One of the things that had happened to 
the Club was that our guest membership usage and 
our reciprocal club membership usage had just 
fallen off to practically nothing . The membership 
usage had dropped substantially also. At that 
time the Club was going to have to borrow t.he 
money, a half a million dollars or so, to build the 
structure . I was really concerned with the 
recession and the fall off of member usage and 
revenues that we really got to the point we had 
started to hurt. I was concerned on taking on an 
obl igation like that where we would have a 
substantial mortgage payment to make in a declining 
market. So that was the biggest challenge that I 
faced in that presidency . I took the 
responsibility for "chill ing" that at that time . 

Looking back on it, we could have built it for a 
third of what we paid for hav ing the other parking 
decks done in the years afterward. The design of 
the new parking decks we do have are far better 
than the design we would have had before. Looking 
back on it using "20-20 hind sight" , I think that 
it was the right decision at that time and I'm not 
really unhappy that I made that kind of move at 
that time . 

,JWR: I have a couple of questions and an observation . 
First the question . Was there any problem with 
respect to obtaining permission under the height 
limitations for the structure? 

RWG: No . The struc ture would ha.ve been exactly the 
height that we have now. That wasn't a problem. 
We were able to get the variances and things l ike 
that, so that was OK. 

JWR: The SE~cond ques·tion . Don 't you feel that in view 
of what has happened over the years of substantial 
increase of usage of the Club due to canoe paddling 
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and associated activities which on occasion demands 
a g reat deal of par king space tha t isn't i t better 
t hat we have the parki ng space we have now rathe:r.:· 
than be encumbered by a tenni s court at the top. 

RWG: As a matter Qf f act we , as I r emember i t now, have 
now a few more parking spaces ·t han we would have 
had before, but the t e nni s court woul d have been 
set up so that the net s could have been easily 
talcen down and .it would have been able to 
accommodate a lot of cars . So it was a dual 
purpose situation and I t hink the onl y thing that 
it was a bette:r.· design was that all the water off 
the top deck flowed off the sides and down the 
sides and shield the structure, the inner part of 
·the structure, from having any water running down 
the ramps into the parking structure. That would 
have been. a plus, but there was no way of doing it 
the way it i s designed now, wi th the three levels . 
What we did was that we had to do a better job of 
sealing and waterproofing. 

JWR: Question. Did that design inc lude provisions for 
night tennis? 

RWG: No . There wer e no lights . One of the reasons was 
that we had enough problems with our neighbors 
u sing the lights on the volleyball courts . They 
were not happy about having lights up there 
(tennis) . I think now that the lights could have 
been directed down and probably would not have been 
offensive to them . Tha t was a problem at the time . 

JWR: I am one of those that was very active i n having a 
parking space rather than a tennis court up there. 
I could see occasions where there could be a. real 
conflict in terms of the demand f or parking and 
somebody want i ng to use the tennis courts. You 
would have h ad two tennis courts? 

RWG : Two tennis courts . 

JWR : That's not a lot. 

RWG: No 1 it wasn't a lot and it was trying to satisfy 
the tennis players in the Club who had to go off 
premises to play tennis . I f we had enough room it 
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would be great to have tennis courts here, but I 
don ' t think sitting on top ... on third or fourth 
floors bE~ing :r:·ea1 successful . They have t hem at 
t.he Ilikai and they're not successful . 

Jl'RR: I think i t turned ou t very well . 

I have a couple of. othe r quest.i.ons while I have 
this opportunity for continuing your: interview. 
am very impressed with the job being done by your 
sister ·- in·- l aw , {Mary Philpotts McGrath} as 
president of the Club. 

R'V'TG : I was concerned initially when Nary was elected 
president , because I thought that her busy schedu le 
was going to preclude her spending the titne that I 
thought she would have to spend here . It is 
interesting that j ust this morning, I was talking 
to John Rader (General Manager) and he said that he 
is tremendous ly impressed with Mary of how she 
handles it, on how she juggles everything and gets 
everything done. I think part of that also is a 
great help to liiiary is having someone like John 
Rader who is a very hands --on , very disciplined 
mana.ger that has control of everything. That makes 
a big difference . 

Mary is a very very talented person and she was on 
the board when Walt , my son, was pres ident and was 
really the one behind designing and putting i n the 
new dining room . She has done a marvelous job on 
that and that has been a big boom to the Club as 
far as bringing members back and usage of the Club. 
Because she is so talented she /s very 
international . She 's doing things all over the 
world and it amazes me that she can do all the 
things she does, as wel l as she does i t and I (m 
very impressed/ as I was talking to John this 
morning, with what she is doing as president of the 
Club . I'm very proud of her . Obviously it's a 
wonderful thing that her father and mother (Waltex· 
and Muriel Macfarlane Flanders) are e xtremely happy 
that she is the first women p r esident and she is 
Walter Macfarlane's, Walter Mac's niece , so the 
family tie is very very st rong in the Club . 
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,Jlif:R : I can't bE~gin to t ell you h ow delight~;d I V<7aB "'then 
she was eJ ected. I remember going up and 
congratulating her and how wonderful I fel t it was . 

I r e c alled some memories '!f.rhen she >vas growing up a s 
a l ittle girl. 

I was a little apprehensive: when ~'!al ter (Gui ld) was 
made president of the Club. He was s o outstandinsJ 
i n athletics and paddling and what have you, I 
never imagined a young man s tepping in and being 
president of the Club at that point in time . I 
always r emember we bad our annual past presidents 
luncheon and he made a report and I was dumb 
founded. He did a beautiful job and he was a damn 
good president. So you have lots to be proud of . 

RWG: I appreciate that. I think ·that' s a very nice 
thing for you to say. You know, I don r t think any 
par-ents probably really giv-e their children credit 
for what they did , because you have kind of an nold 
parent" stereotype, thinking of what your kids do 
and the p .coblems . You know 'ilal ter was not a 
"sweet heart 11 of a little kid when he was growing 
up. He got into trouble all over the place . 

JWR : Took after his father .. . 

RWG; Yeah , I hope not. I w~as a little apprehensive 
about him .becoming president . I know that he 
didn't want to be on the board when I was on the 
board. He fe l t that would have been a conflict. I 
agreed with him and thought it was proper . vlhen he 
was elected president I had really said the same 
thing that I thought he was too young and t hat he 
should probably wait some years and he was 
s truggling in his business. I knew what kind of 
time it took to really do an efficient job. I 
really thought. it was a l ittle premature to have 
him president at the time. 

I have to say something that I really appreciate 
you saying it that I'm constantly amazed at what 
t.Valt has accomplished and what he does and his 
feeling for the water and activities and how he has 
gotten into the paddling community . It's amazing 
because I go to different places and peopl e .. .. He 
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used to be known as Rab Guild's son and now I'm 
known as Walt Guild 1 S father. 

I have mothers of children that are paddling and 
come up and give me a hug and a kiss and tell me 
that they absolutely love Walt. He has really 
turned out very well and I'm very proud of him. I 
was proud of him when he ov'las president . 

Let's say that he ~qas smart enough to have Mary do 
the dining room. (Laugh) 

JWR: You have every right to be proud of the 
accomplishments of all the members of your family. 

RNG; I certainly hope that they appreciate and follmv- in 
the foot steps of their uncle Ward Russell. By the 
way -- As I asked you at the end of t .he previous 
interview - Where 1 S the ckeck? 

JWR : (Laugh) It's in the mail! Is there anything else 
you ' d like to add? 

RV'JG : I thirJ( that ' s about it . The Outrigger experience 
has .been a great experience for me. I've just 
passed my fifty-first year as a member of the Club, 
so I'm trying to last as long as you are and maybe 
hit seventy-five years or something like t,hat . 

JWR: (Laugh) While were here, I have something we might 
kick a round for jus t a m:i.nu.te. 

All the rest of the clubs in town are having 
problems in view of the current economic situation. 
Have you any concerns about what the economic 
situation might do to the future of this Club? 

RWG: Not really. The Outrigger is a very unique club. 
I had dinner at the Pacific Club l as t Wednesday 
night and there had to be at least ten people in 
the dining room, maybe twelve . One of the things 
the Outrigger is so unique about is the loca tion. 
There isntt another club in Honolulu that has 
anything near this kind of location. If you want 
to go to Oahu Country Club it's like very formal 
dining, but it ' s a golf club and Mid-Pac is t h e 
same way and so is Wa:i.alae. The Outrigger, being a 
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beach club, is s o unique. 

I had an opportunity l ast week to run into Ed 
Hutace up in Waimea and Ed is an old family friend. 
We were talking and he had been a member: , for 
almost all his life , of the Oahu Country Club. Now 
he's living next to his son in Waimea. Ue had 
resigned from the Oahu Country Club because he felt 
they didn't treat him right, because they wanted 
him to still pay the minimum (mini - charge) for food 
a.nd beverage; even though he was a non-resident 
member. He said: "I won 1 t resign from the 
Outrigger ." So that I think is the difference 
bet\>~een the clubs and the attitude toward it ' s 
members is different. 

I'm a member of Oahu and Mid- Pac and I know that 
everybody is so worried about money that they don't 
really. . . . The things that they do for the members 
is that they charge them more money because they 
are the only ones they can charge! 

'I'he Out:rigger really doesn , t. look at it that way. 
It's like looking at a non resident or an island 
member and being happy t .hat we still have them as a 
member. Whereas these other clubs, if you're off 
the island then they really don 1 t care too much 
about you. I thi nk that it's the attitude of the 
Outrigger toward its members and what it does for 
its members, the location of the Outrigger . I 
think that one of the reasons the Outrigger has 
done so much better and the other clubs haven't 
done as well. As the economy improves, hopefully 
with the right kind of leadership, that I think 
that business will get even better. 

JWR. : I'm sure it will. Rab - again i t has been a most 
interesting, informative and fun interview . Thank 
you very very much. 

R~JG: Ward, it's a pleasure ·to be here with you. Thank 
you. 

JWR: Anytime. Want to do it again , I'm always available. 

RWG : I would love to . 
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ROBER.T WYUE GUILD 
Nomination for Life Membership 

ROBERT WYLIE GUILD has served the Outrigger Canoe Club in a distinguished 
manner beginning as a member on July 14. 1947. He has served in many capacities, as 
a committee member, director and offic.er as fo llows: 

Director ·-1969, 1970. ·19"11, 1974, 1981, 1982 & 1986 
Secretary - 1972 

Vice President-Activities - 1983 & 1984 
President- from February 26, 1973 to February 25, 197 4 
President-from FebrrJary 25, 1985 to February 24, 1986 

During his tenure as president the Club benefited as follows: 

In 1973: 

.. Improvement in food & beverage service in the Hau Terrace. 
I'll Increased utilization of parking areas, espedatly during weekends. 
• New uniforms for food & beverage serv·ing. staff, 
• Arranged for sale of old OCC china to members at minima! charge. 
• Improved employees' vac.ation plan and payroll benefit, 
• Improvements in content and style of Club' s monthfy publication, 
"' Activities of Club archivist continued apace. 
• Pr~)ram to re-cycle old, stored and unused trophies began, 
~ Distribution of "The Outrigger Canoe Club" history book. 

Membership increased by 56 to 3,289 and member equity increased by $113,642.00 to 
$1 ,390,252.00. 

ln 1985: 

o Employee locker room expansion & boardroom renovation, 
• Kiicl1en renovation master ptan completed, (4-phases-3-year plan} Phase 

II completed, 
• Lobby renovation & ceiling replacement, 
G< Courtyard landscaping, · 
e Replacement of business office air conditioning, 
• Renovating & re-routing roof drains, 
• Completion of a parking structure integrity report, 
• Completion of a questionnaire and survey, 
• light dinner menu for the Hau Terrace, 
• New tables and c.~airs for the snack s~top 
• New windproof candles for dining room, 
<i' installation of a large screen TV and improved Monday night football meal 

service, 
• Hired Hayes Security Guards for the Club's night time security. 

Membership increased by 126 to 3,884 and member equity· increased by $819,039.00 to 
$4,901 ,456.00. 
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In addition, he served the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation as follows: 
Diractor -1986 (1st ODKF Board} 1987-1988-H189-1993 to 1999 

Secretary -· 1990 to 1992 
President -1987 

Birth date: May 13, 1929 

Nominated this 200 day of October 2003 by unanimous vote of the Historical Committee 
of the Outrigger Canoe Club. 

IS Moana McGlaughlin-Tregaskis , Chairperson 
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