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OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB: Member since 1908 (Charter Member)
DATE OF INTERVIE) February 7, 1980

INWTERVIEWED BY . Kenneth J. Pratt

PLACE: 12~4 Kailuva Road, Kailuva, Hawaii, 96
TEME: Q:00 AN

TAPE SPEED: ki P9 TPl

TAPR COUNT: Side 1 : 4bh Side 2 : 46L Side 3
TRANSCRIBED BY: Benneth J, Pratt

PROCYT READING B Margarst Smith Young

FINAL TYPING BY: Linda Mistysyn

Phig oral history is & project of the Quirigeer Canoe
Ciuk Oral History Committse. The legsl rights to this
material remain with the Ouirigger Canoce Club. Anyone
wishing to reproduce it or quote at length from it
should contact the ﬁmtrﬁrﬂw% Cance Club Archives,

2909 Kalaksus Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96815,
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GIIMAN, JR.

J. f”hﬁ%tmw Gilman, Jr, was born in Honoluln (Walkiki) on
Got per 2l 1uv1¢ went Eag tw gehood dn 1906 after hig
fr - £

Ve

student 1902«08,
had & yvear at

; J;iﬁr Lo
Frsteyr Acads

He play @a ?ﬁﬂwu years
chosen by Welber fanp

Harvard
Loan bac

?@?

i’

e merved two years Iln the Aruy o he Megican borde: After
his return to Honolulu he worked i ¢ ompany
for many vears and retired in

He has heen a member of the Outrigger Cance Club since 1908,

vas married in 1920 to Loulimss | myiwwﬂ He
ﬂb@rm Gilm E haord, Patricia &

arr Bngoelhn

: .le ﬁm@m
Gilman Schuster, and J. Abtherton Gilman,

His interests are sporis.
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So ee in 1008 the family ssnt me Lo the mainlar
My fapily ! latives in Cambridge, Hassachuseits -- 50 I
Fﬁqvv& t&&r for a Tew w Bk ﬁnm ?pwn went o a 1iittls private
sancord, ! m&aammmmwi From there T we 1# Lo
mnmﬁbww pyx”&tz sehool hnown as AG”WT? ige in Wel : il L,

d to osohonl,

: i
%“wmas gabhlte : thoere T woenbt f k23 vm”r to Exeter Acadeny
in gk ] T was begly Lo pet tarasted in
athl 16 football. 1 those days, as they do
twm&y, the colleges had scouls out for athlstes.
Oh, ves.
And, it appears I had been spolted as a possibility.

¢ g0 up o & boys' sumner
A fwi**" Hammn '
how Lo hand
wWas abh nn oo

the Job.

SR

shire as a counselor to teach apoult fifty young
le themselves ilp the w&naﬁ and how to swim.
agt o me - in facl I Lhink T was pald 200

in 1913 1 thinl, I was asked ¥
" 10 it

gonnected with Hoorvord vigited bthe
and footbhall to me, T had left

¢ that when the time ceme T

¥ w0 Wesh Point %y duhio who was
o Dongress,
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Ch, wves, Prince Kuhio.

Uh -= however, talk of football and Harvard put West Point out
of the guestion, I played foothall at Harvard and coached
somewhat there with Dr. Paul Withington, {(Note: Withington
was from Hawaii,)

Now, wag ==?

I played football for Haprvard for three years and in 1915 wae
chosen by Wallter Canp ss an All-dmerdcan te 3

That's terrificl

This was before the West really knew very much about the
Amervican gare of football, Today, of course, Eastern foothall
is known as the Ivy League,

That is, I refer to Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Cornell, Dartmouth,
Columbla., The Ivy Leasue team of today would get killed during
the first quarter if they played against a modern middle West
or a good Western college Tsen,

‘H{:}.M B ilfﬁ% >

Of course -- uh == the game in ny time -« that ls up o 1015
wae very different from the gome tuday. That change come about

Wb o st
because of the change in the shape of the foothall.

.

I didn't realize fhatb,

Todey you can almest pass the footvall ths way you'd throw a
bageball., But in my time, with the comparatively round ball,
you could only maike what they called a fliat-hand or lobbing
PaABS.

More like a volleyball then? Well, 1'11 be darned.

Yes, so that that forward pass, as you kr
dangerous thing in football today, It
second frow black Lo white or wice ver
the Ivy Lesg teams cannot compete G

1w, ie a terriflc
snange the game

The real reason
the Westorn teams

(23

Wiy

A ]
today Llg because the Ivy League peopls colleges == will not
pay and their curriculum is too strict. If = ~ football

playsr from Califocrnia or Notre Dame or what-not was expelled
for academic reasons today the professor might be f{ired too,

Heh, hah, thali's pretty good. BSay, what did you weigh when you
were playing on the Harvard foothall feanm?
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187 as a tackle. In thoge dave 4
195 pounds or over would be oo glow we

And inactive. ’”Em & Was no
you see today - Loare as gul
pounds,
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That'es interesting - I didntt realize that,
vt 4 e T tuabtion as 1t sxiats bodas
b LLEE b f,u}.i 3, WELLONn 55 A0 8RLBLE Lo mualw;r "

How, as 1 ffﬁlli youtre the only iﬁg'”
& r that ever came oul of the
or am I misging somebody?

riginally %alter Camy was the one -~- only selector of an Alle
ericen football team. Ub -~ that continued up until approg-
mately 1916 and then the sporiswriters pot inbto it.

Oh, ves.
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to the All-fmerican side of it, in lalter vearsg w=-

‘“umﬁ 6t» was chosgen by the newspaper people
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Poul Withington never made the first team, &d he?
Ho,

i rewmember Adwiral { *‘"‘a:z:*fm Paiea)
e 4 bhink, on the third tas
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when he was at Annapolis,

Ui o o B ) i S M sy o T . B W o " G AN W L T Eo e A b o
Speeldrng of Aunapelis, dn 1216 1 was hired by the Naval Acaden
don o g g ey e T gy g ey g

to coach their line,
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Intevesting.
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So T went down there for the
Jonas Ingran -~ later an Admiral in the U.Z, Navy
very well krown character throughout the Ravy.

o

I recall reazding about him,
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How aboul bthe
from the noder
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and quite &

i fferant

The equipmen the clothing - with ithe egception of shoes -

practically the saume &¢ 1& used today.

Is that right?

But today == ub == geems a very light shoe without the heavy
used,

it
spikes and weight is
;o

Looking at some of th
you see nose guards belng used.
They didn't use nose guards at

¢ old Purnahou School football
& #nen did that go
Harvard, did they?

Uh == Harvard
line wan was
alming at
pundshing

Carted a very vough way
xﬁhﬁ to charge with bis
1y head -« preferably his

[
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All, yves.

To push him out of the way. Eventually,

to a ruling whereby you were not allowed to hit a
hands above the shoulders -« 1 believe,

Some might be interested in this, Youtve all kn
Glen ﬁarr r -- connected with football

Oh, sure.

Ltd Tittle League and so forth, In 1016 whmu I was
the Navael Academy we h&ﬁ a game against PL
was Lhe f@}mh@lj coach at imttm&arzh at tha ﬁnmw.

at the Naval Acadewny wﬁ Annaypolls,

(Per Mr, Gilmants request delete from 34L& through 364 on taype.)

Well, all right after 1916 I came home. The U,.8, got into the

war ~= I Weﬂt to an Officers Training Camp -~ served two years

with the o0ld a,tﬁ G 8. Infantry == coloved in Nogales on the

“821bﬂﬁ crﬁe¢, It was thers I met ny wife -~ got out of the
ry ~= game home and went to work for the Dillipgham interests

anu finally Schnnman

b Carrlapge
1G58,

Company,
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o vhatis interesting -- in the administrative capacity, T
na?
G. I was a heavy truck man.
P. Oh, is that right? Sold & lot tov the plantetions,
&

timed
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G, I of the hesvy hauling equl

P hy yes, Well, you re-uged the Outrigger Cance Club at that tinme,
gy o

3

Now, 0 gel down to the origin and early days of the

Slub,

F. Ab, ves

Ge  The Hustace family lived in a large house Diamond Head
the Meoapna Hotel. There wers five sons in iy and
young boys in ths beach ares used to wm$}mrt at the Hustac
te plan the ﬁmimgﬁ for the day. 1 believe 1t was in late
possibly early 1908, that we *gy@ a1l mﬁn* 1 o the iuﬁ%am@ stons
wall when Ale x; wder Hums Fordhsd came walking down the beagh ww
dressed In fLhe old & ﬁj?e swowplece babhing sult, &v came up and

Bed o us bovs and @yyjaﬂmﬁﬂ that he wa ¥ ri Lo ride a

surfboard, HMe sntert 4 us with te g tes of his
Lravels. in the southe ialands, Meny m should not be told
Lo Foung By bt we did anjay Lb,m, e k Ford toand tried
to teach wm ride a board ﬁmi he was too old b wrn. But he
WaE Vaery and took many a ducking and swallowsd z lot of watbter,

- VSR,
i. Ford took & pos iﬁwmn on vhe board and somsone snapved a

tn f?
i
i:m-m ﬁvf}'ﬁ-

an bhe wave
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board.

81,
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Fe B0 Pord gob a picture of hiwmsell on a surfhoard,
Pe Surfing in on a wave, hah?

oy eaway was thal we, in the hknow, conld see two
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S0 Ford started talllneg about a boye' olub on the beach Lo per-~
petuate surfriding, To start with he naturally went to the boys
on the beach. The beys on the heach obiected to sny off-the~beach
boys becoming members. They were referred to as the Mauka Doys.
The beach boys did not went any Meuks Boys, Iriendly as they might
be, as members of the club,

Those from Punahou, Manoa and up in that area, huh?
However thalt, of course, was unreasonpable and could not last.
How about Pete Young == was he a Mauka Boy?

Pete Young, an exceplionally close friend of myself and Harry
‘ is restrict

Steiner, was considered a lMauka Boy. However, th
never did become really effective,

Now you mention the Hustace home there., Was that on the side of
the lagoon clossr to the Moana -~ closer to ihe Moans Hotel?

The Hustacs house was on the Dismond Head side of the Moanas Hotel,
there being a rather large vacant lot betwesan the Hustace house
and the hotel at that time,

Ford, of courss, knew that if the Ouirigger Club was going to grow
it would have to have nembership, so he sitarted a drive for mem-
beraship and the club was formally orgarized, I belisve, in Aprll,
1908,

It was 1908 -~ I'ye forgotten what month.
wwe With the help of some of the larger organisations in town.

Castle and Cooke being one, nayba?

Thney gave financial help, 1 imagine,
A lesse was made for the erigin?% Outrigger grounds from, I
believe, the GQueen Znma Batate, «2)

",

Was Ford able to get a reasonable price on that?
That I wouldn't know.

But at that time the zoo oubl at the end of the old Redmuki car
line was closing up -« and the county offered to mgive the Oulbriy

: {7
8l Ty s i o " i ] P
Club two grass shacks /-

Ah ves,
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e gl ta&w Vﬁﬁ oub there, We got btogether and apranged Lo
vorrow 2 streicheout lumbsyr wagon fronm Lewers and @mnﬁk and want
gut to the ﬁ&&munm fZow, loaded up at least one grass ahack and
brought i& into the Outriseer Club. te early facilities at
the Outrigger Club, there was no such thing until Bhis

shack was m?ﬁﬁﬁh@ Al

T gy o e g oy ol i g g o ) - & B B e
better judgment, I will tell you of the first
shaok,
The only Taciliity owned by It did not take
g young boys long to notice 3@xh31g MDD, e
1 into the grass she o1 Ohhgr e

Hue ught over a very
which W@ wonnected up o & y%svby faucet and
the other end of the hose which we %L;ﬁ u% ¥l

Nt B S | o " .
the mr&~ god at the proper

of hose
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ouh of the shack opn the run,

p i e SRy ; 5 e T by
Hal, hah -~ you guye wiere rascals then, huht

e £ g 1y " & P .
&. B8y, incldently, where

o

o Heloukl on
o~ Rad e o o
op of the

T

.
wan nall Wad

At the very end of the old car line == wou g0 oul
1 xmmﬂ we Yoy opet up to what IYd call :

: G e o . s
then you start golng down Hill in

Hoould that be about where the

S5¢ vou bad a preily

long

I don't kr
september,

yop

R A e e bl B i B o £ izl A
B0 vou membey a shordt tdme fThen? Thal would

s it T - SRS B % T ey e
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Yes. I recollect that some of us saw no point in joining the
Cutrigger Club because we already had better facilities on the

heach of ocur own.

I sse, I see, Right in the Hustace homs.
Qur own homes.,

Oh, your own homes, Thai's right, you lived right on the beach
@b that time == pight,

-

Steiner was on the beach.
S0 aetuwally -~ you and Harry and some of the gthers were not too

active in the glub =« your facilities wers tetier -- 80 you
changed at home, ete,

Did you surf z lot in those days?
Yes,
The o0ld redwood was an 30 or 90 pounder in those days?

4

A - ag to surfing 1 can remewber back and I1'd say to abvout ]
or 1905 when there was only one men on Welleill Beach that could
stand up on a suriboard,

TY11 be davrned.
And that was 2 man hnows as Dudle Miller.

Al yes, he was guite a member of Hul Nalu in later years, wasn't
he == he was very active.

He did have to do with Bui Nalu. Zo that none of the older
iens that coperated the cances professionally or took care
rists on fthe beach could ride & suriboard,

I don't belleve that the oLld Hawslisnsg at amﬁ ?ﬂmm@ ix the
rode the waves on a surdboard asg we consider surfing today.
Itm not referring to uun&mt Beach or ti ?ﬁpfiﬁﬂ@ or the Nort

1
14

St
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e

ne th
Those waves, of course, are in the extreme, But there seems to be
noe evidence of a ﬁawi¢man really riding a surfhoard on a Falrly
sizeable wave == I have seen prints &} have been mate, I oneg
case the surfbcard is on the back of the wave instead of the fron
Ah -~ yeg., But doesn't Bighop Museun have a huge board that Xing

Kamehameha used to use?

I believe those huge boards -- one or two presently at the Bishop
Museun were used on vwry small wavas -= but perhama more for

hwﬁvmi*”_a ww Looking for squid -- or momething of thaet nature.

Ehora,
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1 see,

H

Your knowledgesvle surfrider of today will tell you thait one of iLhase
grest big boards, *“g ag you see oubt dn the Musoun ”

A

m.”@ ﬁf heavy kﬁ&‘mﬁfﬁp could not be handled on any kWind of a
WHYS,

k.

Possibly on very swall waves == obtherwise Thev'd Just dive and hesd
for the bottonm.

spbdoned cannes,

»mw ¥ou m
prebty resulerly way back the

o
Y88,

£ "y = e e Ao . w1 aton Uy, g R — p S P
noewd  Probebly not as many canoss then -- but they were
G
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Just
doing

1 when
b, we did
&, L,t uﬁwg LB

id the beach boys object to this compestition?

5

that was in the busminess at

Yoty g Yo gy o o e T e § e Sy oy 1o g B et o
Dudie was the gzar ae far as the Hawalian veach boys were concerned.

.

T mee, Was Duke Kshanswg mdﬁﬁl}‘WWﬁW much in evidence abt this time =
or didn't he come into the forefront until afier ww

I can remenber bhack == oh, let?
thereaboubs, when wefd hm surfrd
Hotel where there was a raft oulb =
very often used to race from that zft to shore. Duke,
ﬁ;ﬁm} was not waim?mpﬁme§ although he was there. If we
later yooars when Duke becane fast “ﬂﬁ de some phenoms
down “@v ~= and evenptually had to be to the Mainland in
connection with teisls ?mr an Glynpic Tesum.

§ BEG w- going back to 1903, or

el and come in by the old Moans

T A00 vards from shore. We

thatl
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That was his first Olvmpics.

Madnlang would no
for Duke,

Yes., The people on the

ware reported down here
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Al yes,
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said "Yesg, I would®™, I went Clark, a well known

rer Ao Those days ewe

play

e P Y WD e
Lo EmEmeerT O35,

oyt

thall ﬂiji ﬁﬁ& wamw &

sald to Hermer i

mvam it T 1% g; e
. .

O

ergoat or sconetiuly
you be thwr@

o0

the

you the il Lo
Ao ALC Y o Tk

i ¥ Eq :L 4
Cubpd

later

mvdl T i P
AVl 4 Ware In o
il 4
S gneN e Waa LD

et O ose Uk e

"y 5, s Y S
amé Bradsbhay was 8

Ak v o
ih, ves.

g e - WTRRNE LI gy o "

But, I wag in pretty good ”?mpw
b W | i

alweys QUTSWMmem & lateral run

fou

lomses which bothared

AN P R
Laikia y

Ve, Tﬁﬂmwd thﬁ ernd of Lane
down qa L g :

G e e 1

%J-\J 2'3.?&.1%/ (a{..

and never gained an fach, T believe bhat
or uncls or courection 0% the bregsent -
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not sure of that, but I

Thatt's interesting.
S the scors wound up -~ 1 20 bo 19,

Who won?

Noy 1B a tie z
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Say, Atherion, here live
et ol
et 1
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Scmetinme about 1204 or five Ruhlo brought a long cance oul frowm

R S P o o 4, T PR, g vy 2 T O A T R g L i

his boathouse on the besch by the neme of &lah), a big capital
; 14

Unitke the com

2 G
gunwales, thisg conoe was black with a white g Bub,
the only thing in those days that you could i

In or
belisve, had been lvaned, I
anyway, (Dr, Alford) ¥Well had a racing cance
and shipped it down hers to Honclulu to his pla
the present Ft. Delussy area. I believe,
the firet polished koa wance that T know of.
common boday, b
o
h
a very ¥ i Tl
rabher heavy, Thalt cance today belongs to the

. 1
the Club call it As. How do you

QCC 7=-1h

ALL over 200 pounds, ehi

Yeh, well let's see, does thet about cover thinge?

Well, Atherton, on behalf of the Oulrigger Cance Club I'd like
to thank vou for all the help youlve given fLo the Clud over the
YEELE -

Yourre entirely welcoume.

And your cooperation in making Eistory possivle. Many,

many bhanks,

You're entirely welcome., Uh, I Tthink we

“ i i"l —
the canoas in

et ¥
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n those daoys?

‘ Toyow for your s
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of Herbert Dowsett who had §
ey Aoh e 5 wondew
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fal job but 2

So it 1s the oldest and the original racing

-

g along the A the hoys st

Worw = ghmewher
Y

gw nothing about that == how -~ when == excepbing thet Itve
»d 1t referred %o as the As.
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Wow, how about the nawme Honakeokl - how did that origlinate?
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¢ Now, dn
Surd on “Wa Wﬁf mw¢
Bamenbar *

for L

of MQ%ﬁ
bo owabteh &}wmv

Popvlayr Supri?
oy the labe £if

Sy
Rt i

) o o SO o T
Gwnn DuUT o In The

avout that, That was after

b}

a good

wer g e g ™
and ne followed L3

Uh, in the old days there
three 0 be gorrect. One
weents Surl, and
4

AR - a w s o ey oy P i e 1 ey PR o
Trose waves only came W wien bhe surf was

You rememnbher

i pjwviw Believe 1t orp ﬁmbg hayin
ridden & w&w&ﬁ i Ll

R 3
i s St OF
g oa mile long?d Froo Zero Drac

gurf in the

ranring,

b e e . N
It would have to be big surf, of course, to ==

i asl you how Cornucopla got 1lts name? 1 don't think T d4id,

* T g g o ¥ ¥ o i s Tk 5
What wee that? How 4id that oris e
T T e A @ o
Well, dn ¢ Cornucopia ice

Yo a6
‘;wx oubslide of the old
era very small -- the water was very
yjmﬁv for begilnners. Bubl the wav
strange ?“@@muwmxmg forming at mﬁu %
you might to do with ths poin

W ﬁa% ahs ?tﬂa w;
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BaY

Hah, hah - Lthat's interssting.

x

50, the location

Ty S ey

Enown ¢ bhe Gornuco
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Ientt that interesting? I1fll be darned. Then Gueents Surf was
Now Queen's Surf was only for surfbosrds -- never for a cance,
Gueents Surf waves, I Woald gay == glightly faster then the
regular Cance Surf. It ls a 1ittle stronger wave -- 1t bullds

«

up a 1little higher.
f}ry}:‘. Fl .}T & ey b ™

There was & Time in Tthe old days whan we always came down & wave

straight -~ therse was no sliding, as it is known today.

o sbtraight in?

And the customary belief was, if you slid
g P
oo &

sideways on the wave,
you didn't have the nerve to take 5

]

Hah, thatts interssting.

-
a5 &

That cane up in connection with the Quean‘\ Surf ~-- where,
a eper than

have said, bh@ waves ere a 1little faster -~- g little ste
the rayﬁiar Cance Surf,

Oh yes,

T%wn of course, Uastle had to come in., Duke was a great surfer
in ¢ hm old days -~ the first one, I balieve, to go oub and use

the Castlets Surf.

Iz that right? This would have been around 1908, maybe?

Yes.

Duke was a great man. Well, agein thank you very much, i we

think of something more wmaybe we can get ancther story going.
Many thanks, Atherton.

Things come to mind ~-~ I Think of a lot of things -- litile by

L 8o
little they come out.

An, that's great.
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