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C: Here we are at the Outrigger Canoe Club and we a r e overlooking 
the beauti-Ful Pacific Ocean on t his lovely afternoon of .June 8 , 
1981. This is Alex Castro, and I am about to interview two of 
the great swimmer s of the early da ys o r the Outrigger Can oe 
Club. They are, in order of interview, .Josephine Hop k ins , no w 
Garner, and Gerd Hiorth, now Blodgett . I n the years a r ound 
1917 and on up they were friends here in Honolulu and have been 
ever since . 

.Josephine, a s I understand it you entered the Club before Ger ci 
did. Is that correct? 

G: Thatts ri ght. 

C: Tell me a bout the circumstances . 

G: Well , I was noticed by .Judge (Wil liam T.) Rawlin~ s wimmin g at 
Kuhio Beach a nd after watching me for a number of mont hs he de­
cided that I should belong to the Outrigger Club, so h e pu t me 
i n as a member o f t he Outr igger Club in 1916. In 19 17 I swam 
For the Outr igger Cl ub against Dor o thy Bur ns, then Pacific Coast 
champion , i n the so, 100 and 220 . 

C: Was this tank swimming? 

G: No, this was down at Pier 2 in HoncJlu.lu Ha,~bor. 

C: Dh. Pretty clear wate 1~ in those d;;,ys . 

G: That 1 s r~ight , aJ,d I placed second in t he so , 100 and 220 . 

C: Was that a Paciric meet? 

G: No, it was an AAU meet . 

C: An AAU meet. I see , and that was in 1917. We have a picture 
in our d isplay case of a n AAU swi mming medley, not medley, but ... 

G: Relay? 
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C: Relay team that was held at the Kuhio Wharf i n Hila on the 12th 
o f November, 1919 , and you and Gerd were both on t hat team, and 
you won, didn't you? 

C: And that was also held right in Hila Harbor? 

G: Right at t he p ier in Hila Harbor. 

C: Weren 't you afr aid of sharks or anything like that? They didn ' t 
h ave them in those days. 

G: There weren't any sharks , but • •.. 

B: I was petr ified because I swam on the o utside lane towards the 
open ocean . 

C: Gerd, you were petri fied? That's the first~ time I have ever 
hear~d about you being pe·t r i fled. 

G: And col d . 

C: It was cold? 

8: I t was very c old. 

C: Oh, yeah , Nove mber 12, it s h o u ld have bee n cold. I understand, 
.Joseph ine that i n those days you had a nickname - Phena? 

G: That ' s ri ght . 

C: That's t he e n d of .Josephine. 

8: Everyone called her Phena . Phe na Hopkins . 

C: Ah, b u t the re was one ·gu y who called you Freck 1 es, Ger·d. 

B: Oh! 

C: I don't know, but was he a member of the Club? 

B: Ah, he was a Hui Nalu me mber, and I don ' t t h ink he was a member 
of the Out r igger, but he gave me my First s o-called training. 

C: I see , Well .• • 

8: And I s wam unattached, oh, for a year or two I think , beFore I 
joined the Outri gger . 

C: An d you joine d the Outrigger under what circu mstances? 

B: I believe Phena SL.lgges·ted it . 



DCC 11··4 

C: Josephina . 

8: Josephina, 

C: Josephina talked you into it, eh? 

B: Yes , uh, uh. 

C: Well, .Josephine, tell me a little bi t more about your s wimmi119 
career. I understand that you were an open water· swimmer and 
that sometimes Gerd would beat you in the tank. 

G: Oh, she'd beat me all the time in the tank. I think I beat 
her once, and that's about it. Yes , she beat me all the time 
in t he tank. 

8: Quick on the turns . .• 

G: Excep t once I think I beat her . But, not too often . 

8: But, I was only a spr inter , I never swam above 100 yaJ~ds • 
.Josephine s wam 220 , 440 , a mile . 

G: 880 ••• 

8: Yes . 

G: A mi le and a half . 

8 : • .. . as wel l as tr.e spr ints. 

C: Are we talking only about freestyle? 
today? 

8: Pertaining to this , yes . 

C: Did y ou e ver swim any other styl e? 

B: Oh, I swam breaststroke and back str oke . 

C: Br eaststr·oke and backstroke? 

Wh a t we call freestyl e 

G: I swam a little of both, but I don't dare tell you where I 
placed! 

C: I understand you got quite proricient at one time in the breast­
stroke. Is that correct? 

8: Well, I won a tank meet once, 50-yard breaststroke, urn • • . 

C: What t ank? 

8: YMCA , that was the only other tank they did have .. . Alakea and 
Hotel. They put bl eachers around, you know. 
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G: We have a pic t ur e o f one of t he meets, I d on ' t kno w if it was 
o ne t h a t you wer e i n . They did put bleache r s around. I b e ­
l o nged t o t he YMCA when I wa s a n e lementa r y s chool kid , and I 
r e membe r tha t t ank very , very we ll . I r e member i t s chl orine 
content wa s unu sually high . But, y ou d i d win your bre aststroke , 
didn't y ou? 

8: Yes , uh , uh. 

C: And, did t he y let t he recor d s t a n d? 

B: No, they di s qual i f i ed me. Ha, ha , because I pulle d my a r ms 
back tao far . 

C: I n a c:corda n c e with what s tandard? 

B: Well , I don' t know what t he r u l es were then, bu t I had not been 
admo n i shed or r e primanded or s c o lde d for s wi mm ing wrong whil e I 
was train i ng, so I was miffed . 

C: Wasn't t he r e s ome lady s wimmer of s ome nationa l pr om i ne nce whose 
s t anda rds t he j udges we r e taking? 

B: Wel l, I don 't know . What I was f al lowing I thought was a pic ­
tur e of An nette Ke llerman that was a b eautifu l pictur e. She 
was s upposed t o have a perfect body a nd she had her a rms way 
back an d her b a ck a r c hed a nd he r ·t oes p ointed, and the caption 
be nea t h it said " t he perFect e nd t o a p e rfect backstroke " -
breaststr oke , excuse me , so I swam t hat way a nd t hen I wa s t o l d 
that the b r east s t r oke s hould e nd with t he a rms , urn ~· · · · · 

C : Pe r pend i cul ar to the body . •• t?h? So yo u wel~e d isqualified .. . . 

B: I was disqual ified e ven though I wan , and I wasn' t too happy 
ab ou t tha·t. 

C: That' s too b a d. Did you wan t t o b lame yOLir t rainer 01~ a nybody 
like t hat? 

B : We lL . . . 

[Pa use j 

C: So, Annette Kellerman was t he perfe c t b r eas t s t r oker, b u t the 
j udges d idn ' t understand. I s tha t about • . . . 

B: That ' s the wa y I f e lt a bout i f . 

C: Th a t 1 s great. .Josephine, I under s t a n d t .hat you d id other t h ings 
other tha n j ust s wimmi ng, like s u r fi ng? 

G: Oh, yes . Yes, I took up s ur fbcH3rd r·i d i n g a n d use d t o spend 
all my days ou t the r e in the s u r f f rom e i gh t o ' clock in the 
morn ing un t i l lunchtime . Chan ge the b athing s uit . Res t f or 
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an hour . Back out on the board again unti l five o 'clock -
every day . 

C: Isn't that mar vellous. Did you ever get into a ny contests? 

G: Yes, I did. In 19 17 I took part in the women's surfboard 
champ ionship a t Queen ' s Surf . 

C: And, you won. 

G: I won. 

C: I s n't that great . What kind of board did you have? 

G: Oh, it was one of the big heavy boards, but I managed to be 
able to carr y it down to the beach by myself. Had a lot of 
good guys rooting for me such as Charlie Lambert, "Sonny" 
Ruttmann, Harold Harvey, and Clair Tait. I was under Cl~ir 
Tait 1 s tutelage, y ou know, at that time. He was the. coach f or 
·the Club and "Dad" Center was the captain. 

C: And those are names of course that are known to this Club. 

G: Oh, yes indeed. 

C: And you swam, I mean you s urfed under the Outrigger colors? 
That 's just wonderful . And did you ever get into surfing, 
Gerd? 

8 : In a mi l d way. 

C: Tandem? 

B: Always tandem. No, I never managed the surfboard. 

C: Al l right, now, we are going to t a lk about soma ather things 
in a moment ..• We've had a moment' s intermission •. . We want to 
compl ete the r ecord, and, er, Phena, that's .Josephine Hopkins 
Garner, sudde nly remembered an unusual situation of contes ting 
her surfboard abilities with one of the o·ther young ladies 
of Waik ik i beach . I don't know whether· she was a member of 
the Club . Would you l ike to tell us about it? 

G: Yes, s he was a member of the Club and a very good s ur fer, so 
we went aut this particular morning to catch al l these waves 
at Queen's Surf, but I had such a lot ••. a good rooting section . 

8: This was c ompetition? 

G: Oh, yesj this was competition and we had to do certai n things. 

C: .Jus t the two of you? 

G! .Jus t the t wo of us t hat I remember . There might have been 
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others, but I think there were just the two of us, and what 
else can I say, except that I won. 

C: Wasn ' t there some guy out t here to c heer you on ? 

G: Oh , yes, there were several guys, particul arly one, Harold 
Ha rvey. He was really rooting for me. The others were, too, 
but he seemed to be more interested in the size of the wave I 
caught and so forth and said "Come on , Phena, c atch this wave". 

C: What kind of tric ks were you expected to do? 

G: Oh , we had to s tand up end slide a certain way on the wave. 
We had t o stand up and turn a r·ound, and we had to surf a litt l e 
ways backwards, you know, but they d idn 't press i t too much. 

C: You had that one, called now , ten, ten toes on the front or 
whatever the term is now? 

G: Oh, my, we could n e ver compete with the ones t hat do it new , 
that ' s for sure. 

C: A di f fere nt kind of board wasn't it? 

G: Ot1, yes il Di ff.ererYt size o r a wsve 1 too .. 

8: Oh , indeed. 

C: Gerd, what we r e you doing all t hi s time, just sitting on the 
beach charming the young men? 

B: Oh, no, I was - er . . . 

C: Rooting? 

B: Well, I didnrt g o in for the surfboard, I s wam along with the 
s urfboard training to swim out to the big surf and all just to 
get my wind , and then I 'd do a little surfing , b ut this was i n 
the days when Knute Cottrell was on t he surfboard and I swam 
alongside. 

C: Tha t was a form of training? 

8: That' s right. And, then sometimes we would go d o wn to Fort 
OeRussy, and he would walk along the seawall, and it was deep 
sw imming there in the c hanne l , and I think ther e was a pipe 
s ticking out of the water and he kn ew what the di stance was so 
he cou l d time me as I was training~ also. 

C: That's .• • I'm not aware, of course, I am not a swimmer or a 
contestant any more these days but I don ' t think they train 
swimmer s that way any more, do they? 

8: Oh, "Dad" Center did. Every day I had to swim out to the big 
surf and back. 
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C: I mean, today. 

B: Oh, today, I don't kn ow about t hat, but my regular routine was 
out to the big s urf every day and back. I did t hat every single 
day . 

C: And he would go along on the board. 

B: That 's right . 

C: I'll be darned . Do you still go swimming out to the surf, Ge rd? 

B: No , I haven't been s wimming for years. 

C: You haven't! Just because they closed the YMCA tank? 

8: No. No. Just because I have problems with my hair. 

C: Other things to do . 

B: Yes. 

C: And what d id you do with your boar d, How often do you t ake t hat 
out, ~losephi ne'? 

G: Oh, I used t o go out every day in the surf. 

C: I mean n ow. 

G: Oh , now ! I haven ' t taken one out for years. 

C: You haven't! Well, my goodness •.• 

G: Guess I'd better do it, eh? 

C: You ought to do it every day. 

G: Yes, that's what my son says . 

C: What~ did yoiJ do with your board'? 

G: I don't know, I borrowed one from the Club . 

C: Gave it to yo ur son . 

G: No, it was o ne that noad" used to loan me al l the time . 

C: Well, now, tha t • •. 

8: .Josephine was one of "Oad ' s" pet.s. 

C: Oh. 
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B: Oh, yes, his favorite of all. It was obvious. Whe n he would 
come to pick up all the girls he would always want ~osephine 
to sit next to him on the front seat. 

C : Did he call her Phena? 

8: Everybody called her Phe na , yes . 

C: And onl y one guy called you Freckles? 

8: Oh I hiild no nickname, my name was funny enough. 

C: Well, now I ••• 

G = Ano·ther· one who was out in the surf was TfMousen Smith. 

B: Oh, yes, "Mouse11 Smith. 

G: Do you remember "Mouse" Smith? We r•ner- Smith was his name, his 
father u sed to be ~ared Smi t h who wrote f or the Ad vertiser . 

C: Oh, yes, yes. 

G: Wel.l, "Mouse " Smi ·t:h was another one at that particular time . One 
of the guys out there rooting for me. 

C: Sounds like quite a rooting section. Do you think we have come 
to the e nd of our intervievl? Do you have any other fond memories? 

G: I t hink I do 1 I have so many f"ond memories. I have f'ond memories 
of my swimming with all these thir·ty men f'rom the Elks Club to 
the Outrigger Club a n d earning my swimming team pin, and a 
special medal swimm ing with f'orty men, including Duke Kahanamoku. 

C: Oh, I 1 ve heard his name. 

G: Believe it or not 1 beat out old man (A . H. "Bertn) Tarleton . 
Do you remember him? 

C: I don't remember old man Tar leton. I see a gold pin hanging a-­
round your neck. Its a medsl - sc.1l id gold. 

G: That's right. 

C: And , what does it say on it? • . . It says nopen Wa ter, Ladies, 50-
Ya rd Swim~ November 3, 1917". That's four months after I was 
born! (LalJghter ). "First Place". And that gi ves an indication .. . 
What other wonderful things do you want to talk about? 

G: Don't you think its fun to mention the opening of the Universi·ty 
of Hawaii swimming pool, and the Yale swimming t eam that came 
here? They had a swimming meet at the Unive r si ty - many of the 
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Outrigger girls participated, and I won the Ladies' Pl un ge re­
cord, and came in second in the 50 a nd the 100, b u t I am sorry 
I don't remember who came first in the 5 0 and the 100. 

C~ Well, they don' t matter do they? 

G: I t h ink Lorrin Thurston was 1 er . . . 

C: Maybe Lorrin. 

G: Probably , I mean I think he took part in t hat swimming meet at 
that time. 

8: That was what year? 

G: 1917. 

C: Was this boys and girls? 

G; Wait a minute, 1921 . 

C: Was thi s boys a nd gir ls? 

G: JLJSt a boys' swimming team that came over fr·om Yale Un iversity. 

C: You were .swimming and you took second . 

G: I took second in the 50 and the 100 yards. 

C: Against the boys? 

G: No, no, against girls. 

C: Agains t girls. 

G: And I won the plunging record far women . 

C: Plunging record - what does that mean? 

G: You pl unge, dive do wn, see how long you can ho l d your breath 
an d see how far you can go . They don't do t ha t anymore, I 
believe. 

B: I used to win the plunge at Punahou . 

C: Real ly? At the Wa t erhouse pool, which is now a thing of t he past? 

8: No. I was the best al l around s wimmer at Punahou far three year s 
in succes sion. 

C: Really? My goodness, we should pu t you in the Hal l of Fame. You 
know, I might tel l you l adies, that a copy of this tape goes t o 
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Punahou because there are so many people that a re associated 
with the Outrigger Canoe Club that were Punahou s t uden ts, so 
we have duplicate tape.s, a n d the people who are doing t he 
fur ther wor k - I am only doing the interviewing - but the typing, 
and the recording and the rest of it, al l done by Punahou g r ads . 
They are yoLrr old fr·iends 1 like Margaret Young and Kenny Pratt -
peop l e like t h at. 

What other fond memories do you have , Josephine? 

G: They were same of the lovl iest years o f our lives. Yes, indee d, 
a nd the fun yea!~ s when I t ook care of the g irls 1 s wimrning ·team 
and used to take t hem to the Punahou tank twi ce a week when 110i:"Jd" 
was in Europe at the Olympic Games. 

C; " Da d" was i n Eur ope , that was •.. 

G: I was i n charge of the gir ls - 1924, I bel i eve it was '24 , I'm 
r eal l y not sur e. 

C: And Duke was stil l swimming then . 

G: Duke was s·till s wimming and I took chat~ge of t he gir ls' 
s wimming t eam and took ·t;hem to the Punahou tank twice a wr~ek for 
about six month s . 

C: And you were the coach? 

G: I was the coach . 

C: My goodness . You were out of school by then. 

G: Yes , I was out of school. 

C: But they stil l liked you - you were sti l l youn g, a r elativel y 
young woman weren' t you. 

G: That 's right. 

C: No t relative to the stu den ts, but • • • 

G: Nat too many y ears ahead of t he m. No 1 but a few yea1~s rnakes s u ch 
a difference when yoLl are in your teens . A few year s made a 1 ot 
o f dif f e re11ce, then. Ir it was two ye ars w~1y :i t seemed l i ke yoL• 

we re s i x year s olde r. They we re very , very happy day s . 

C: I ndeed t hey sound like ver·y happy days , I only witnessed the end 
or it but this deep water swimming has become r ather rare n o w. 
We don 1 t have too many participants, but i n those da~'S I t hink 
that probabl y it was more common , from what I hear. 

G: I was trying to r emember, too , when I went to Ha waii, I went u p 
to Hila and r·aced in the canoe races for girls on e year·, b t.Jt I 
don ' t; r-emem!:Jer~ ·tt·l e year· . 
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C: But it was in that period, '17 to .•• 

G: No , later than that, aft e r 1 19 , I believe. 

C: You haven't always lived in Hawaii, have you? 

G: Yes. When I got married we went away, .Je r·ry and I went away fr·om 
'46 t o 1 52 wi th my two s ons , but we s ti l l kept up our membership . 
I had a nan-resident membership. 

[Pause] 

C: We had a temporary interruption there because we decided not to 
tell the entire s tory about membership, but Membership Committees 
do get s crewed up, but Josephine is still a member. 

G: And, a good paying member I might add. 

C: J osephine, let me ask you a question. In those days when you 
wer e train ino to be a s wimmer were there a lot of girls who were 
trainin g with you or did you have just a couple of characters, 
or .. . 

G: No , t he first time I trained for my f irs t swimming meet I train­
ed with about t wenty or thirty boys , more or less. 

C: Did you always get in b efor .e dark? 

G: 1 had to. I had a ver·y stri ct gr•andfather· . 

C: And how did you do with t he boys, were you . •. 

G: PerFect. They wer e al l like my brothers, they j ust took good 
care of me . 

C: The old Aloha spirit, eh? 

G: Very much so. 

C: The chana . 

G: They cer tai nly were, locking aFter my welFare al l the time . 

C: Yes , I remember being a gentleman once . Gerd, did you go t r ain­
i ng wi t h a bunch of boys? 

8: No, I t hi nk I came a long later, you see, when there were more 
girls on the team. 

C: And less gentlemanly. 

8: Oh, no, they were al ways gentlemen. 
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G: And very, very protective. 

8: Yes, they were. It seemed nice. 

C: Well, I suspect from this interview that you recall those days 
veryl very fondly! and we will have time later on if you want 
to add P.Ss to this, but at the moment, this is the end of our· 
inter•view at the Outrigge,- Canoe Club on Monday, .June 8, 1981, 
with .Josephine Hopkins Garner and Gerd Hiorth Blodgett. 

C: 0 K. Here's another P.S . 

.Josephine, you know 1 I am very in·terested. 
I know. How did you get the name Hopkins? 
ing us. 

You're part Hawaiian , 
Would you mind teJ l -

G: Well, I was adopted by my grandfather, Charles Hopkins. He was 
Marshall during King Kalakaua 1 s reign. And when Queen Liliu be­
csme Queen she had her own Marshall. and my grandrather became 
Hawaiian interpreter in the courts until his death. My grand­
Father legally adopted me and raised me. 

C: Thst 1 s called "hanain? 

G: rtHanai 11 - yes. 

C: S o you a1~e a Hopkins by virtue of yoLw grandfather· 1 s adc•ption. 

G: That 's r i ght . 

C: And he was ve!-y str i ct about you training wi th aLl those guys 
out ·there .. • 

G: Yes , very strict. 

[Pause] 

C: Now, Gerd, I understand • • . it is obvious with your original name 
that you a re not part Hawsiian. How come you're such a k amaai n a ? 
Can you tell us that? 

8: I came to the Islands when I was two years old. It so happened 
that my father was Norwegian - my mother and father were both 
Norwegi an , And he had gone from South America back to Oslo look­
ing for s job, and at that time Liverpool was the clearing house 
for all people in Europe who were seeking employment away from 
the countries that were economically below par at that time. And 
he went in to the of'rice in Liverpool and said t.hat his eat-ly 
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training had only been in sugar plantation work. Was there any­
one seeking that sort of help? 

They announced to him that a man had been in there the day be­
fore by the name of Hans Peter Faye from the Island of Kauai in 
the Sandwich Islands who was looking for - recruit ing help for 
the sugar industry. So they met - and therefore my Father' came 
to the Islands and in due course my mother followed with my 
sister and myself when I was about two years old. And we went 
to the Island of Kauai and settled down there in the hottest 
part of the island which was Waimea. (Laughter). 

My chi ldhood was spent on Kauai and then we came to Honolulu be­
fore World War I . 

C: And that 1 s how you became a kamaaina . 

B: 0-o-o-h, it's imbued. 

C: And you've never gone back to anywhere e l se. 

B: And I'm where I want to live the rest of my life. 

C: Gerd 1 you were talking about the medals which you had won, s wim­
ming. Could you be more specific as to what those were? 

B: Well, aside ft~om all the bronze medals that I got for third place, 
I did win a Few gold ones, but I think that what I appreciate most 
was the fact that I won the Thurston medal for being the best all 
around swimmer at Punahou for three years in a row. And this was 
a silver pin that was donated by Lorrin A. Thurston. 

C: Potter Thurston's Father. 

B: Potter Thurs ton 1 s father , yes. And he himself was there in the 
assembly hall and presented this to me in open session with all 
the other student s . 

C: The old man was there? 

8: The old man was there and gave me the Thurston medal which he had 
put up. I being the best ali around swimme1~. And I got; it. three 
years in a ,~ow. It a .lmos:t meant more to me than the gal d medals 
I won. 

C: Now these were all in one particular evening or afternoon? Three 
years in a row? 

B: Yes , I got the medals separately. One year it was a nnounced that 
I was the best swimmer - then t he second year - and t hen the third 
year . 
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C: That 's great. Thank you. I didn 1 t realize that you we,-e a t hree­
time winner . 

B: And this was the little old Pu nahou tank. We used to call it the 
little old tank -before the Waterhouse pool. And to swim 50 yards 
I forget how many l aps and how many turns . 

C: What kind of a swimming s uit d id you have? 

B: The full wool swimming suit with the legs dawn half way to the 
knees and the little skirts over it- and high necks ... (Laughter) 

C: You didn' ·t have any of those funny suits that .Josephine Hopkins had -

Silk . •. 

B : Oh , that came l ater . The racing suits t hat "Dad" Center orde r-ed. 

C: I f you had had one of those I talian swimming suits do you think you 
would have made faster time? 

B: The chaperones would have objected. {Laughter) 

C: Josephine~ in the days when they were doing all those crazy things 
in the - the old Punahou tank ... 

G: Going back to ·t;he Outrigger· - I n e ver did s wim r-aces in i~he Pwnahou 
tank , did I Gerd? No, it was the YMCA t ank . I n e ver did s wi m at 
Punahou . 

C: Well, d idnrt you girls g~t rub downs, or something like that? 

G: When I First started s wimming for the Club I used to get a rub down 
r or that . 

C: Who rubbed you down? Duke Kahanamoku? 

G: Clair Tait. 

B: And Francis Bowers .• 

G: No , Clair Tait . 

B: Francis Bowers gave me rub downs. 

G: Francis Bowers and Clair Tait. 

C: Both nice guys. 

G: Oh, very . And we had to be chaperoned. Always had to be chaperoned. 

C : You always had a c haperone s t a nding by . 

G: Mrs . Fullard -Leo . And after Mrs . Fullard-Leo, Leslie Hicks ' s i s t er, 
I can 't think oF her First nsme. 
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C: Mrs, Full.ard-Leo would be a pr- oper chaperone, I am s ur·e. 

G: Oh, s he was a wonderful chaperone . Strict as anythin g. 

C: I just t hink that's marvellous. Today, when you get a rub down -
there isn't anybody t o rub you down - let alone get a chaperone. 
(Laughter) 

[Paus~;J 

C: Josephine, you ' ve been talking a lot about medals. Did you ever 
have a f avori te medal that you won? 

G: Yes, I think the medal for the mile-and-a-half swim from the Elks 
Club to the Outrigger Club with about thirty of the guys. I 
think that means as much t o me as any . 1\nd winning my swimming 
team p in at the same time . In 1917. 

C: You beat all the boys. 

G: Not all, but many of them . 

C: And you got back o n to the beach before dark because of Grandfather 
Hopkins. (La u ghter} 

Gerd, what was your favorite medal? Not talking abou t gold or 
bl~onze . 

8: As I said, my Thurstan medal. I'll explain why I think why i·t 
meant so much to me. I knew when I won the 50 yar d dash, or· the 
100 yard dash, o r the breaststroke or the backstroke or the plunqe 
but ther e was one girl there who was absolutely beautiful with a 
lovely ri gur·e. When it came to the springboard and ·the high div­
ing , which wasn't ver y high in the little Punahou tank .•• 

C: How high? 

8: Oh, I think only about 10 feet. The springboard was, I think, 
average . She got up and floated through the air and in to the 
water and there were only two or thr ee littl e bubbles where her 
toes went in. Such perfection that I kn ew that the diving was 
hers. I was so astounded, and to this very day I cannot believe 
that I could possibly have won the d iving over this beautiful 
diving that Madeline Chapin did ••• but I won. 

C: You won! 

B: I won it. 

C: Toes and all. 

B: I never had seen it in camera or slow motion o r fast rno·tion be·­
cause they didn't take pictures in those days. I would have given 
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my eye teeth - and s till would today - to have seen how I could 
poss ibly have been a better diver than ·the beautiful perfec·tion 
that was Madeline Chapin. 

C: In the old Punahou tank . Whatever happened to Madel ine Chapin, 
or whatever her n ame is? 

B: Well, I don't know that she is with us any more. 
she is no longer living . 

C: She has taken has last dive . 

I think that 


