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Good afternoon. This is Alex Castro. We are sitting here on the 
diningroom la11ai of the Outrigger Canoe Club on Monday, Augus·l:: 8 , 
1983~ and we l1ave an inter•view this af'ternoor'l with two pr•orninent 
businessmen from Honolulu, Lex Brodie and Wilbur Cr,aw; who joined 
the Club many, many years ago, and most of our" interview this af'tel")­
noon is going to be spent in anE.~cdotes and remembrances of things 
past. 

AC: Lex, when did you first join the Club? 

B: I can't give yo~J the precise date Alex. However I init:ially 
was the gues·t of Tommy Ellis whom I had met at Honolulu Militany 
Academy. He brought me i n as a g u est and it wasn't too long 
thereaften that I bought Tommy Ellis ' old redwood board, had a 
locken and joined the Club and it must have been la·t:e 1924 on 
maybe early 1925. 

AC: What kind of a board was t~1at you bought fr·om Ellis? 

B: It was an old redwood plank t h at had his initials on it which 
read T, E . E. and incidentally after I bought; the board I cr1anged 
the initials from T double E to H double E - we called it the 
Tee Hee because at tha-t time, I think ••• wasn ' t ther·e an express­
ion a t; that time, Wilbur t about Htee hee what ' s going on over 
there11? - so, that was the name of the bo<~rd, "Tee Heen. 

AC: So, it was about; that time thst you came in, Wilbur'? 

we: Yeah' 1924, Alex' and I ~JUBSS I was brought in through the 
auspices of "Dad" Cen·l;;er who was a good f riend of tJ•e family 
and he wr.;tnted me C..1lJ t there on the beach a nd OLrt of mischief . 
That was my introduction to the Club , and from t;hen on it was 
member·ship to ·this day with the exception oY a couple of WW II 
years. 

AC: Did y ou live in the Waikiki a !-ea at tr1e time'? 

WC: No, I did not, Alex. I lived up on Kinf.'lu Street; and caugh·t the 
street car to ride down every day . 

AC: Via Pawaa junction? 
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WC; Via Pawaa junction and acr·oss the old McCully bridge . 

AC: Where did you live, Lex? 

8: I lived in Manoa Valley, on Oahu Avenue . Each weekday we would 
go ·to Waikiki arter the clos e of Lincoln Scht;ol at Thomas Square 1 

get on t he street car , the King Street street c ar 1 go to Pawaa . 
The n we transfe rred to the Waikiki line and we 1 d go ch~ttering 
across the swamp and •• , ••• 

AC: Look at the ducks • • ••• 

B: Look at the ducks. That's right - and it smelled to high h e a ven, 
as I recall. 

AC : This was 1924, mare or less. 

B: Yeah. And t.hen we'd get off at the Out;rigger Club and spend the 

afternoon ••••• 

Ae: You wouldn't drop off her•e'? 

B: I am talking about the old Cl ub bet.ween the Moana and the Seaside 
Hotel. This was beFore the present Royal Hawaiian was b1.1il t. The 
Seaside was a wh ite f r•a me b u i1d i ng and cott a ge s, a s I reca ll, 

We: That's right. 

B: And, wi-t:;h ·th o se b i g L;eautifu l coconut tre es which al-e sti l l ther•e -
very stat e l y palms . 

AC : Now, y o u 're bot h member•s of the Outrigger in 1924 or '25 , and of 
c ourse y ou had magnificent p r i vacy and l ocker r ooms and a ll the 
r est of it, d i d y o u? 

B: Yes , th i s was when the l ocke!- room was back c 1 ose to t h e road and 
we h ad a l ittle par king lot, as I recallt Wi l b u r , between what 
was called the pavi l ion and Kalakau a Av e nue, and we'd g o on throu gh 
t her·e a n d I be l iev e we had a woman at t he desk - wasn Yt her· name 
Hel en . She was j tJst sort: o f a mot her to al l of u s t h e r e and ·that 1 s 
where we vd pick up our key and we'd g o on in snd u ndr•ess and 
usual l y i f the sur· f wss up we 1 d be out sur fing r i ght a way pronto . 
I f ther•e wasn 1 t any SLJr f t hen we ' d be , I b elieve, l e arn i n g our 
way abou t the vo l leyba ll coul~ ·t unti l t he b i g boys came in ar·oun d 
fou1~ o'cl ock or' fou r·-fift,een and t h e n they'd kick o u r litt l e butts 
ou t of the r·e , and t hey would take over the cour-t . We, oF cou l~se , 

migh t b e abl e to s neak i n as a fiFth o r a s i xth on o ne oF t h e big 
t e a ms , b u t as I remember best , we had twa cour ts at that t ime . 

we: Tha t ' s ri g h t. 

8: We !lad two c ourts . One was f"o r 
t h e ather Fa r ·the 11big11 games. 
amp l e, who was t ryin g t .o alwa y s 

doub l es -· far doubles games , and 
Ther e was ttCh ippy" Chase 1 for ex­
run t he game and there wa s Ge orge 
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Dyer. I believe, he would be in there, Patter Thurston, Larrin 
Tt~rston would be in there. 

WC: nouck Neck" Singlehurst, "Uhuu MinvhHle, R. Q, Smith, noAd" 

Center. 

B! Right, right. Then I think there was Gear·ge BrcJwrl, wasn 1 t ·there? 

we~ RirJht. 

B: He 1 d be in t.he game there. We didn't see too much of Gay Harris 
on the volleyball court; 1 did we? 

WC: No 1 no. Ever·y now and ther; you may ge·t Randy Crossley playing. 

AC: Really? 

we: Yep. 

AC: He was a big boy. I imagine noad" Center didn't fool around with 
the volleyball, did he? 

WC: Oh, no. "Dad" was very active in volleyball. He'd play six-man, 
and well into hi::; fifties he was playing two···rnan. 

B: Thatts righi~. IF I had one game , I had a hundred as ~'Dad's' 1 

partner. 11Dad" would let me do ·the running and I'd set 'em up 
for '~0ad 11 and nnad" ~ of course, couldn ~t get off the groLmd any 
longer and really hit the ball, but he could certainly place it; 
cross net;, back , or a drop shot. 

AC: What kind of a volleybc:lll game did Alexander· Hume Ford play? 

8[ Well, I think, Wilbur~ yo1J go ahead and take over on old rrpop" 
Ford there. He played othel~ games. 

WC: Yeah, old "PopH Ford - he was a ladies' man ., ••• 

AC: You don't want to say too much aboLtt it? You want to •• •• , 

B: Let dear old "Pop" Ford r·est in peace. 

AC: All right. All right, that's great. Let 's ••••• 

8: "Pop" Fo1~d was quite a fixtur-e around there 1 A .lex . 

AC; Well, he was the founde,~~ .it!!;. founder. 

AC: He wasn't the athletic .•• •• 

B~ He was the, er., .well, let's leave it right there . 

AC: All righi~. What kind of dues did you have to pay in those days? 
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B: They wer·e absolutely outr·ageous. I mean, my sur··fboard locker 
cast, me 25(); ;,3 year I think it was, and I think my li·ttle 12"x12" 
locker where my trunks and towel and whatnot were was about the 
same amount , 25ft a year·. 

AC: Did you pay dues - membership dues? 

WC: Well, I can ' t remember paying an initiation fee, Alex, I don't 
think they had such an animal For small kids in those days, but 
my parents used to stand the dues, but like Lex says, I don't 
believe it was over 50¢ a month - it was awful good dues, 

AC: Was it 1925 to about 1930~ would you say'? 

we~ In that neighbor•hood Alex, then things started to change. We 
became big boys and bef'or•e we knew it. we wer·e senior~ members and 
then they took care of' Lts an the dues. 

AC: You were junior members - was there a senior membership? 

we: There was quite a differential, as I recall. 

AC; There was an intermediate membership, wasn't there - now we just 
have a junior membership. 

We: I think there was just junior at that time, 

8: ThrOLJS:Jh your seventeenth year, wasn't it - or sixteenth year, I 1 ve 
forgotten. 

WC: Then you became a r•egu.lar member • 

AC: ••• a regular member. 
speaking of' were you 
just horsing around'? 

Well 1 now, i.n this peric)d of time we ar·e 
in any of the organized athletics , or were you 

8: We were, I think, largely horsing around, although Wilbur's swimming 
at that time wa.s or·gan:i.zed and I think uoa d 11 took you under· his wing 
and you, er ••••• 

WC: Yeah, the Club had a ver·y good swimming pr·ogram. It had a r·egular· 
Outr~igger swimming t:eam that used to en·ter· swimming meets. Of' 
cour·se you know there wer•e the Crabbe boys, nsustern ( C 1 srenc:e} and 
"Buddy!! (Edwal-d) , and Lex mentioned Tommy Ell is , Clnd I was a small 
kid on the thing, but then t here were all the girl swimmers, Mariechen 
Wehselau~ Lillie Bowmer, Dot Wo:-1ters and Sea Newpor·t; to name a few. 

AC: Ger··d Hjor·th, .Josephine Hopkins - they were older· t;han you wer·en 1 t; 

they? 

WC: Yeah, they were considerably older and they were real tomboys. 

8: Remember, wssn 't Or . (Rodney) West down t;hewe at t;h at ti.me'i' 
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WC: Yeah, Or. West was there. 

8: Because he had been s wi mming at the Military Academy along with 
Sam Kahanamoku, and then I t hink we also had Pua Kealoha , didn't 
we'? 

8: Hight. 

WC: Wasn't he in there s wimming too, at that time? 

8: Yes, Pua was swimming. He was aw'fu.l heavy , though. He could 
still do a good backstroke. 

AC: Who was your· coach? 

WC: "Dad" Center. 

8: Of course - no one else. 

AC: Was he the one? You goi; ver y i n terested . in swimming early, 
didn 't y ou Wilbur? 

WC : Yep, right. He got me started practically as soon as I got to be 
a member and I was trainins.J at the Punaho1J i.:?.mk and t.hen down a t 
the beach, and as I gr·ew o lder he 1 d send me out with ' 'Buster" 
Crabbe to swim f'r•om t he old Outrigger· Club up l:o Cast;le 1s, where 
we are now , and tL1rn ar·ound and swim back in -· that was abou ·t t;wo 
or thre e nights a week. 

AC: Inside the reef. 

WC: Outside the ree'f. 

AC : Outside the r eeF? 

WC: Aw'fwl lonesome out there o'f'f the beach. 

AC : Did you have any escorts? Any • • ••• 

WC : Escorts! What 1 s the • •. •• (Laughter) 

AC: No escorts, canoes, nothing? 

WC : He'd s ayJ "Hey, Wilbur, go s wim out to Castl e's, kick half way out, 
·then with only yoUI- arms swim to Castle 's. Rest , then s wim back in." 

AC: Good tr·aini ng. Did you follow swimming, Lex? 

8: No , I didn't . They got to me at Lincoln School and in as much as 
my father had been a Canadian track man, middle d i stance at McGill 
University, and subsequent l y with the Montreal Ath l etic Club, I got 
talked into track at Lincoln School. I t hink it was in the sixth 
or seventh grade that I start ed out r unni ng the quarter mile a nd 
the hal 'f -mile, when we moved to Roosevelt. I was in the fir·st 
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graduating class at Roosevelt. We had to move to the new school. 

WC; I was with you in the first group. 

B: Right . 

WC: I was two years behind yow. 

8: Right. We had "Spi.Jd11 (C.laude) White and we had "..Jinky" (Douglas) 
C1~ozier as coaches - seeing that I had some ab.i.li ty in that area 
I didn't swim 01~ play football at that time . I tr"ied to concen­
trate, specialize, in the o ne item, track. 

AC: But you also got into canoe racing, didn ' t you? 

8 : Yes, I got into canoe racing because Wilbur and r had been, er, 
doing quite a bit of canoe surFing out t her e. We were in No. 10 

and No. 9 canoes. · These were small two-man canoes, a nd it wasn't 
too long after we got into canoeing that I think we took an old 
canoe that was upside down under the pavilion ther~e, what number 
was that, 26? •.. , or whateve1~ i ·t was. 

WC: Yeah, fixed it up. 

B: That thing had been hangin g there fo1~ years and we went up mauka 
and we cut the iakos and got the ama, put that part together· and 
.. . who did we have helping us? The Banks boy, Jackie Banks? 

we: Yep , ..Jackie. He was t he go-For. 

8: Yes, . he was the gofer and the bucket- boy, and all. And , whereas , 
we had been surring at the Blow Hole which was pretty big surf in 
those days For a two-man canoe, we took this other canoe ·that we 
resurrected out to First break and that was quite a thrill.. It 
was a wondr~r that we didn't tear that damned canoe apart. That 
canoe was just a s dry and br.i ttl.e as you coLJld make it. 

AC: This was the canoe that you had taken orr t he ceiling of the 
pavilion? 

8 ~ Yeah~ it was just hanging ther•e unused and had been there as long 
as Wilbur and I could r emember. 

WC : We ·took some planes and chisels and took orf all the dry rot from 
the bottom of it , and Lex got the wild idea let's Fill it full oF 
boiling linseed oil and we darned near set t he old kitchen on fire 
(Laugh) but we put the boiling linseed oil in it and that actually 
did preserve the bottom of t he canoe - it soaked it up and brought 
some life back into that canoe. 

AC: You were about 17 or 18? 
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B: Oh, no , I think we were closer to 14-15. That kitchen was some­
thing else, now that you mention it, Wilbur, all those gas stoves 
in therel talk about a fire hazard. That was something unreal. 
Do you remember •••.• 

AC: Was the k i tchen under· the c lubhouse diningroorn? 

8: No, it was in the .•• they had a big sor t oF hau tree terrace, 

AC : I r e member. 

we: •.... on t he side. 

8: It was built 01, the side and up above was where they hung the 
laundry and a few odds and ends . 

AC: The building was wood, wasn 1 -t it? 

8: Oh, wood, very much so. 

AC: Creosoted, 

WCt Righ t. 

B: They a lso h ad some lockers i n t h a t general vicin i t y. "Dadn had 
one, and " Toots" Minvielle had anoth er , that 1 s whet-e they kept 
their~ paddles For the canoes along with the ir outboard motors .•• •. 

WC: That's right. 

8: • • • •. and all the sails •.•• • 

WC: Along the fence. 

8 : That is correct, and, er, it was about that time we were also 
using noad 's" canoe and t he beach services were formed, and as I 
recall the canoe ride charge at that t i me for tourists was a buck 
fat- three rides and we would go hustling up and down the beach , 
and For every dollar we made we 1d kick back to uoadu Center· 50¢, 
so we were getting SOt a tourist and that was really big money . 
I can r emember in 1931 we had some t r emendous surf out there and 
I was u sing "Dad 1 s " canoe, I was u sing the Royal Hawai.i t=Jn, and I 
made a total of~ $29. in one day . 

AC : That was b-i-g money . 

8: That was .pig money and "Dad" was getting hal f of that. It was 
earned between two o'clock and six o'clock that evening . I never 
had so much fun in all my l ife . 

AC: Wasn 't that great. 

6: T1··16 Rc1ye~l llawe~i.il::ln c:l!!lno<~ wa~' probably ·che b e st S1 . .1rf.ing canoe 

Waikiki has ever seen. 
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AG: Wh21t 'e h21ppened to tt121t canoe'i' 

El: That c a noe - ave\~ thr~ years gr adually de-teriorated and was re­
built and rebuilt until the only thing that was leFt were the 
manus and the gunwales. Wher e 1 t is today, I dan' t have tt1e 
faintest idea, do you Wilbur? 

WC: No. When the Club move d up here-J it disappeared a long with 
several other canoes that we lost track oF. 

B ~ We also had a canoe that was a p r etty da!~ned hezNy,j one that we 
used for sailing and we used to go out. al~ound Diamond HeacJ b u oy, 

AC: With a sail? 

8: Wi·th a sail, and I think one of the mast memorable trips that we 
had was when Walda Bowman and I had Jean e tte McDonald and he1~ 
husband Gene Raymond. We st;;,r"t;ed coming <3r'ound tl1;;3·t bLroy t:Jut 
thel~e , we were an the ~~each going like hell and were taking on 
water. To keep t~ha·t ama down we made Gene Raymond get out on 
the outrigger and hold the damned thing down. But we were still 
taking water so we made Jeanette McDonald get in the b o ttom of 
tl1e canoe with a bucket and start biililing. (Laufjhter) ~ She was 
very good, I might add. .Just an absolutely chal~ming lady. The,;;e 
we re t he days wh e n s h e was wi th 1 e r} the mot~nted police you re -­
member? 

AC : Dh, yes. Ne l son Eddy . 

B: Ne l son Eddy. Ri g h t . 

AC: Rose Mar ie . 

8 : Rose Marie ! 

AC: No w, those we r e the play t imes, d id you h a v e any l~eal racing that 
yoLJ participated i n 1 i n canoes ? 

B: Dh , yeah , l et Wi lbur take o ver on that . 

AC: Yo u gLrys were bath in i t togc-!!ther·, I don't k n o w wh i c h r.me to ask . 
What do you say , Wi lbur? 

WC: Fi r st , Lex and I we1~e on the rir·s t inter-island !~acing reg<~tta 
which was he ld up i n l<on a , a n d the resu J. t of a lot of (;! ·ffc:wt by 

"Toots,. 1 "Dadn , Lorr• i r1 Thurst on and , of ~::our se with t h e help o f 
J ohn D. Kaupiko s n d s c.1 me of ·t he othe~rs. In t h ose days when you 
were on t h e senior s i x c r e w, you paddled the s i x-man r ace, you 
took a fou1~ -man continge nt from the s ix and padd l ed t h e f our-man 
race, and then t l•e o t her two padd l e d t h e two-man r'ace - U 1e Out; ­
r .i.gger wo n a l l of t h e m. 
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working out on the White Horse, the Lio Ke'oke'o canoe, a nd t hen 
we had a second team up there comprised or Campbell Stevenson 
and, er, Ge orge Perry a n d George Bates and, I Forget who else. 
They d i d ver y, very wel l in that race using the canoe n amed 
Kak ina. In that race we also had the Hui Nalu, and i n the Hui 
Nalu, as you said we had J ohn 0 . Kaupiko and .Joe Ahu na. Bu t 
we had one boat, the Dowsett canoe, whi ch Duke Kahanamoku h ad all 
of his brothers in, and I t hink • •.•• 

WC ; That was the 1 A'a. 

8 : Was that the ' A 1 a? 

WC : No, no. We tried to get the 'A 'a that was hanging up i n the 
Bishop Museum and they wouldn't let tha·t canoe out at that time, 
so they got Dowsett's canoe - Herb Dows ett' s canoe. I t was a 
lovely canoe, it was a little small for racing, but you had Duke 
in there, you had Sam in there , you had Louie in there, you had 
old "Eagle Beak" - S a r gent . "Eagle Beak" , he just loved to be 
called t hat n ame. 

AC : Yeah, I bet . 

we : There was' er' Duke I s younger brotber' David. Oh ' yes' "Tar Ball''. 

AC: Who' s "Tar Ball"? 

WC: Well, he 's still around. He is "ne of' the KahanamoktJ brother s 
who's still around . 

AC: Sarge i s s till around. 

WC : Sarge is st i ll around. Louie, I think, is up on the Bi g I sland. 

B: Yep . But they had a prob lem t here, they didn 1 t really have a 
working steersman, as I recall. Duke just sat there pretty 
much with the paddle in h and, a nd well, as you say , Wilbur, we 
did a clean sweep up the r e in Kana. 

"Dad'' won all kinds of money betting with the Kana ranchers and 
businessmen who were s uppor-ting their teams. n oad11 and L.orrin 
Thurston cleaned them out completely! Remember ·tha t? Oh, rny 
heavens they were taking .bets everywhere wi·th olcl man Shipman, 
Leighton Hind, Robbie McWa yne , the whole Kana bunch were a ll 
taken to the cleaners - thousands of dollars. 

AC: You made a clean sweep, eh? 

8 : We had an absolute c l ean s weep. We wo n t hat damn thing by a 
quarter of a mile in the senior six . 

WC : We were so far ahead at the finish the Kana people could not 
be.lieve it. 
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B: It was just a walkaway, 

WC: They were taking our pictures when they we1~e still paddling to 
the finish line. 

AC: This was a nucleus r..lf about eight guys? 

B : Actually this W<':!S the first. intEH''·-isJ.and canoe race that was held, 
and from then on • •• . • 

AC: Can you give an apprm<imate date of that? 

B: 1932, I think, somewhere in 1 32. 

AC: All kinds of money at the bottom of the depression, i s what, a 
couple of hundr·ed bucks, maybe? 

B: Who, "Dad"? 

WC: ~'Dad11 won thousands. 

AC: Thousands! 

B: That 1 s an understatement;, and of course that night after the r-aces, 
I mean , we proceeded to take Kailua Kana town apart and I' 11 never 
forget what happened there. The manager of' the Kona Inn was a 
fellow named Cherr·y, Geor•ge Cherry, who used to be manager" of the 
Outr i gger Canoe Ch1b. 

AC: Geor·ge Cherry , I remember him well . 

B: And we had a fe w boys who got themselves pretty well wound up, 
one was Wilfred Paul, and if you remember \<lillie Paul was taking 
those big fire ex-tinguishers off the wall and as I remember· it, 
they were having fi1~e B><tinguisher fights on the second floor· o f 
the Kona Inn, 

AC: Is he the man who became a rather prominent policeman? 

B: No, no . Willie Paul is stiLl here. He was a greo::rt: gLJY, he was 
a swimmer, he was at the University of Hawaii, he ended up work ­
ing for Del Monte, public relations man For· Del Monte. Now, his 
mother, Mrs. Paul was at t.he beach when Wilbur and I first got 
down there and she was q1.1i te the swimming instructor. She was a 
very, very strong woman, a lovely woman. 

AC; So that was the inb:w-.island race. Do you remember any o t her 
canoe races of' any great note that you participated in? 

B c Act\Jally , we used to participate down a 'l:: the Honolulu harbor, 
Wilbur. 

we: Yep. 
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B: ••..• and this is whel-e we had these pick·~up crews. Remember? 
Nclbr:Jdy trained. It was after the Kana race that we paddled, I 
dan 7 ·t know how many years we paddled Far the Club, but I can re­
call vividly after graduating Fr·om Roosevelt, I werrt to the 
University of Hawaii. The University of Hawaii decided that it 
was going to get into canoe racing and "Pump" (Theodore) Searle 
was then the coaGh. I was told in so many words that I'd have 
to quit the Outrigger team in order to paddle with the Uni-
versi ty of Hawaii. I said, Huh-·uh11 , It 11 
that year they held back my track letter. 
Hawaii wouldn't give me my leather jacket 
I thought that was pretty darned manini. 

AC: They should ••••• 

B: That was old HPump". 

stick with "0ad11 , and 
The University of 

that I had coming, and 

AC: Yc)U knr.lw, on these trips to t.he outer i.slands~ I imagine the trip 
itself ~ the transpo1~tation was quite memorable. What did you go 
an, the Kinau or something like that? 

WC: Bette!~ than that. We had two cattle t'Jc:Jatsy one was the Humuula 
and the other Dne was the Hawsii. 

AC: All right. 

WC: And we paddled the canoes down t o the harbor. 

AC: From here - Waikiki beach? 

WC; From Waikiki beach - the racing canoes ·t o the harbor~·' snd we 
lashed ·the canoe, we had the canoe on a cradle ther·e right next 
to the Humuula 1 whichever one 1 and we'd take off the iakos and 
the ama and then that was hauled up on deck, <.=md as I r•emember 
all the canoes we r•e l e id ou·l:; on the deck. And it was part i ­
cularJ.y iileffiiJrable that first. trip up because that was when the 
song rtThe Cockeyed Mayor of Kaunakakai" was .going sa strong and 
we'd have people up there with ukuleles and we would sing 
"Sweet Lei l ani" from Har~r-y Owens band, 

AC: There wasn't very much sleep those nights, was there? 

8: No. There was no sleep at all. 

AC : You paddled the next day . 

WC: No, no, no. 

B: No, no, no. uoad11 was wise in that ar·ea. The First year he 
took us up, what was it, one week, two weeks ahead of the race? 

WC: Ta get used to the weather. 
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B: Wh at they did - didn 1 t they come in to Kai l ua and they 1 i F·ted one 
cano e at a t ime • . • No . , . Yes, they unloaded at Kealakekua, d idn ' t 
they? 

WC: Yes . Then they put the canoe s up on the beach under the heiau. 
Ther•e was a good beach ther•e then . 

AC: Where was thi s exactly? 

B: I was thinking of Keauhou. 

AC: Keauhou. 

WC: Did the ship take it right down to Napoopoo? 

B= Yeah, It was Napoapoo that we of'f-loaded, yeah. 

AC: The l anding area, the little pier. 

B: Because we went back and forth - we had Arthur lv!yhr·e runnin[:l one 
boat . We had two speedbo ats up there, and i t was s even miles as 
I recall f'r·om Kailua - kan a to Napoopoo and we f·ished going and 
coming. 

WC: And every morning- I am trying to t h i nk of hi s n ame • • • he had the 
speed boat h e used to go Fishing wi th u s •.• but e very morning when 
we ' d go d o wn ther e we'd come arou n d the poi nt i n t o Napoopoo 
the1~e 'dbe this big shark, Remember h i rn? 

B: Yeahv I hadn't t ho u g rrt of him in, well, 50 years ~ A tr·emendous, 
b ig b l ack son-.oF-a-gun . 

AC ~ Was he waiting for you? 

WC: Wel l , h e ·t hought of that as h i s horne . He had terr.i tor• ial r'ights . 

B: He was r ight there at the pai nt. 

WC; We'd go by - g o within , maybe forty or f'ifty feet of hi m. He 
wou l dn ' t mo ve . 

AC: He was o u t t here s unning himsel f' •.. Well in t hese canoe i ng days 
wi'1C~t other per'sonal i t i es were there as you r cr-ew. 

WC : Ted Wa ter s ' name came u p in our d i scu ssion s. 

B: Well , Ted Watel~s had t h e concession ther·e adjacen t to the Royal 
Hawai ian , Now t h e Royal Hawaiian, I believe , was f i n i shed off •.• 
what was it 1 in '1928?>:< 

* Opened Febr•uary 1 , 1927 . 
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AC: 19<:~8 was the Grand Opening, yeah. 

we: Ted Waters had the beach service concession, I believe. Up to 
that point he used to be in charge of fixing the canoes . 

AC: At the Outrigger. 

WC: At; the Outrigger, and Lex and I happened t:o be out in one of them 
and we had a collision. It br•oke the front end and Ted was wait­
ing for us on the beach . Did we ever catch hell! (LalJghter) 

8: All hell, boy! 

WC: When that petered out, well, he went over to the Royal. 

AC: Didn r t, he - wasn t t he one of the first people in that organization, 
the Waikiki Beach Patrol or something of that nc-.tur·e 1 where they 
all wore uniforms? 

8: Well, I think that was "Sally11 He~le, Louis Sallisbury Hale. 

Ae: Oh, yeah "Sally" Hale. 

8: And, er, he used to wear ·tho:rt nautical cap of his, and dur'ing the 
SLimmer's I was in the Beach PatJ~al and ~K-:1 had quite a number there. 
We had Chick Daniela you know, we had Sam, and we had, oh, we had 
Panama Dave Baptiste, we had Curley Cornwall, Indian Frank Telas 
was in, we had - oh - I still have that picture - tha t picture of 
Shirley Temple down ·there when she was about thr·ee years old or· 
four year~s old and she was J~ev.iewing the so-called beach pertrol. 
I don't think she was three feet tall at that ·time. She was 
really in her heyday at that point. 

Ae: Talking about Ted Waters, I C1verheard a fLJnny s·tory about when you 
were moving canoes around one af'ter·noon aftt~r· Ted had been down to 
see the doctor . 

we: I think what you are referring to was when t1e got circumcised. 

AC: At that age? 

WC: Yes. He couldntt give up the thought of missing OLit on collecting 
money from Lex and me and the other· ·follows who were working for' 
him, C!nd then he'd have to help with the canoes , you know to pull 
them up, especially when it was high tide, then he'd come dashing 
in and he'd get wet: .. •• and hetd r·lm like hell. •• (Laus,]hter} . 

AC: Thn first time you'd ever heard him scream? 

we: Ye<=~h. [Laughter) . Only when he took a bath. 

B: Old Ted would pay us off eve1~y night about fi ve-thil-ty, and or 
course, it was all cash •.• 
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we : Wet •••• • • 

8: • •. and he r1ad a roll that was probably an inch-and-a-half thick 
and we'd wait outside there abou·t five-thirty or s ix o'clock t o 
get our cut for the day. We were into swimming l essons and we 
were into surfing lessons, board lessons, and canoeing and we 
used to hustle. We· used t.o go f rom umbr•ella to umbrella down 
there and it was reaLly knocking o n the door, so to speak. We 
did very , very we l l. Now , of cour se 1 the way to do i t was t;o 
find a couple who had a charming daughter, a nd ymJ 'd ar-r a nge it 
so the daughter would ask you to the Royal Hawaiian to dinner 
that night , a n d you'd have dinner with the family. That got you 
into the Royal, that got you a dinner , and that got y ou to the 
dance floor, a n d she wou l d sign the chits that night, and it was 
a very i nexpen s ive way to have one hell of a wor1derful • .• .• 

AG: And yo1.J st i ll had Ted Waters r money i n y oLw pocke t . 

WG : Well, you had to spend $1.50 for· a ginger lei! 

AC: Of course, of course .• •.• Let's take a little break here • • ••• 

8 : That was Ted Waters' era ther·e. I was t t':lach.ing a young couple 
how to surf and his name was Joe Colman a n d he was f rom Yale Uni ­
versity, a n d hi s gi 1~1 fr i end on the beach was Sue Lehman. Her 
uncle was then Governor of New York 1 a nd they were spending the 
summer at Waikiki with the idea that they were going back to the 
East Coast to marry. Then they had a c hange of plans and they 
decided they 'd get married at Wa i kik i and whi l e I didn ' t attend 
the wedding, 1 was at the reception on the fOLir·th floor of t:he 
Royal . But the interesting part of this story is it was only a 
year• ago ·that my phone r•ang down at the tire stor·e tmd this woman 
said 1 nAr e you t h e same Lex Brodie who was on the beach many year's 
ago?" and I said, "Yesn. And s h e said , "Do you r·emembe,~ the n ame 
Su e Colman, ratl, er Sue Lehman?" And I said, "Ver y much 1 and the 
boy frien d was Joe Colman". Now this was f.i'fty years ago. We l l 
they'd been married and he 1 d been through Guadalcan al 1 the whole 
thing, e1nd he was now the Chairman of' the Board of, I t hink it 
was Pal l Mall, o n e or the ver•y, very 1 arge companies , and they 
wer·e o n their way to Guadal cari~l and ot~her poir1ts throL1 gr~ the 
Pacific that he wanted t o revisit - thos e points where he had been 
e n gaged in combat . But s h e had seen one of' my TV commercials and 
c a l led the tire store. 

AC: Ha! 

B: So ·that same d ay we had lunch 1~ogether at the Royal • We r·ecapped 
t11e whole doggone thing near fifty years later. They are very 1 

very happy, and as I say, I took him out tandem surFing at First 
break . He never got o ver that . 
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WC: You know when you get pushed on a boar•d out at first: break •••• , 

AC ~ That was fifty years ago ... . • 

B: That's r· igtlt. Get tern out ther·e and let 1 em lie on the board 
and you are just about in the curl and give them a shove and you 
can just imagine, you know, I mean that board would flip fifty 
feet up in the air. Well, we took them canoeing, surfing and 
all the like 1 but this is what has occurred , Wilbur, and • ..•• 

AC: That 1 s gr·eat and she was married for• fi f·ty years, and you hadn 1 t 
heard from them? 

8: Never one word, and she just picked up on this TV commercial on 
tires . 

AC = I 1 11 be darned. 

8: ••• and tr1at 1 s how we gt>t together·. Small world. 

AC; Sometimes I wonder· whether Lex Brodie's big expense in ;sdvertis­
ing is wot~th i.t; and that proves it is. Right? 

WC: Come in and buy n~ tires •.••• 

B: I didn't selJ. them a thing , though. 

AC: Wilbur , we were talking about ..• you went to Yale? 

8: He was at Yale. Joe Colman was at Yale University. 

AC ~ Wilbur, you had a story about swimming - about performing for 
the Yale c:oach. How did that go? 

WC: Actually , the big deal - the Yale swimmer-s used to come down~ and 
t;he coach was Bob Kiphuth. The team would compete in the local 
swimming t~aces and then we wo~Jld compete - train with the team. 
I reca ll this one particular· incident that was at an <-'l·fternoon 
swim meet and I was entered in the 100 and 200 meter races. 
"Dad" Center toJ.d rne to take it easy on the 100 meter race, 
and if I was ahead just ·to keep the lead and not tr·y to f;~Xtend 
myself any more, just to keep the lead as I had to swirn the 200 
meters two races after the 100 . So I won the race and later on 
I was told that the 200 meter race was scl~atched. So I went: back 
to the C1Lrb and HQad" and Bob Kiphuth wer·e talking so Dad asked 
me how I made out and I •• • • • 

AC: Kiphuth was then the coach at Yale'? 

WC: Yes, he was the c oach at Yale, and so I told them I had won my 
race 1 so he ssked me what time it was - the race was f"or· boys 
under· 13. My time was 1t:Q3n for the 100 me·ters, snd Kiphuth 
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said~ nMy God'1 • I didn't know what he was tslking about. 
Later "Dad'' ·to.ld me t hat the best t~ime the Yale swimmers made 
was 58" and 591t . 

AC: :58"? 

WC: Yes. 

AC: Ar1d you made it in one minute and •. •. . 

WC: •.• three seconds • .Just about a couple of seconds in back of them . 
That was always a big deal, and talking about the Yale sw immers , 
one of the swimmers, very prominent swimmer s, he is now the No . 1 
Master s wimme r in the United States and is married to JoanDowsett, 
who by the way is also the No. 1 Women's Mas t er sw immer in the 
lJ . s . 

AC: Lloyd Osborne? 

we: Lloyd Osborne! 
than I was. 

AC: He was at Yale? 

I used to swim against him. He was much older 

WC: Yes, he was a Yale sw immer. A fine Yale swimmer. 

B: I didn't realize that he was from Yale . 

WC: He ' s sti ll a great s wimmer. 

AC: He's a lso a gr eat salmon fisherman, I u nderstand. 

WCt I r ead about him al l the time . Do you know 11 Impyn Sexton , Harold 
Sexton , i s swimming in the Master s now and he 1 s OLl t for som•?. of 
L.loyd' s records. 

AC: Speaking o f •• • I was mentioning the fac t that Lloyd Osborne i s a 
great f i sherman as well as a great sw imme17, you have a fishing 
story t hat 11as t o do w.i th L.t hu - you we nt uhu fishing wi ·th the 
big boys .• •• , 

WC: Oh, yeah . When yoLJ are a small kid on the beacb tbere, you are 
the gofor, so "Toot s " Mi nvi elle and "Sal ly" Hale and s o me of the 
f e llows who used to g o out spearing decided t o t ake out 11 Toots 1 " 

canoe and go down to - off the present reef r unway at t he airport. 
They hung an outboard e ngine on the canoe just like "Dad" Cente r' s 
Veedol and we we.nt down ther·e ·to f ish a nd I was the bag boy . I 
h a d a g1.mnysack . Every t ime they caught a f.i. sh why tt"ley ' d cal l me 
and I'd swim over a nd put the fis~1 in the gunnysack. I was carr·y­
a large glmnysac k . After you ris h a while you go sw im two or 
three hundred yards a way from the canoe, you know, and my sack was 
pretty f ull a nd I was s tring ing them on my spear· and s wimming with 
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the gunnysack under one arm and holding the spear i n my hand and 
they decided t hey'd g o and get the canoe. They got to the canoe 
and then they all smoked c igarettes. I found a coral head and 
was r~esting an the coral head with just my chin above water~ and 
a wave would come and I'd get s wept off the coral head, then I'd 
s wim back on . Fina lly they got the canoe .star-ted and 'l~hey carne 
over and p i cked me up. I sat up i.n the front. and t hey were head­
ing back horne. We h adn ' t gone, I guess , muc h more than 150 feet 
from where the y picked me up a nd I looked down in the ocean in 
the water r;3nd here' s t h i's g-r· - e-a-t big jack ·· he must have been 
about 12 feet long 1 swimming directly up s ·t r·eam to where the 
scent of blood was. I .!2~~ went aut with those guys again . 

AC: He was heading your way? 

WC: He was heading d irectly far me • • . . • 

AC: Now , this cano e . You'd take it out of the Outr i gger premises and 
go down there? 

WC ; Oh , yeah, it belonged to "Toots" Minvielle . 

AC: Oh , nraots 1'n, I see , 

we~ Yeah I it belonged t o "Toots " . 

AC: Wel l, ''Dadn owned quite a 'fe w canoes , didn tt he? 

WC: "Dad" owned quite a bunch. 

B: There were quite a few private canoes at that time, Alex , Gay 
Harris, f or example, had canoes , and -, t he n ·the Club had a lot of 
canoes, but I thin k the p r i vate canoes were t he well-maintained 
canoes becau se the peop l e using them were very maintenance c on­
sci ous, and restrictive. 

AC : There was Thur ston, Harris •.••• 

WC ~ I don r t r•emember - d id Potter· ThtJrston have any canoes~:' 

B: Not that I can think of . 

WC : "Yabon Taylor - r"emember, he lJsed to have his Ind i an canoe upside 
down under t he pavilion? 

8: Yep. And, oF course, "Yabo" even today is in pretty da,~ned good 
shape. He used to go aut there to Blow Hole and he could slide 
tha·t thing l eft l i ke a surfboar d. 

we: Right . 
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B: He 1 d do a tremendous job out there . Another one who wasn't a 
member oF the Cl ub at that time, as I recall. He was living at 
the beac;h. We used to call him "Shark Bait" Steiner (Ernest 
s·teiner) • He had a two-man canoe and we used to dr· i ve him ab­
solutely b a nanas J bec;euse he'd be out there wei ting 1~o catch a 
wave , then he'd catch it and wet d come up on our boar·ds and pass 
him and run over his manos and iakos and everything el.~:;e as we td 
scoot left into Coi-rHJcopia. 

AC: Wait until I get Ernie to listen to this. His name is now 
Ernie, not "Shark Saitu. He lives at Waimanalo Beach. I'll in­
vite him in to hea- this. 

B: Yeah, he 1 d like that. 

We: We'd just wave a paddle at him. 

AC= He used to live right here on the beach, didn ' t he? Right on the 
water. By the Surfridew Hotel . 

B: They had the.i1~ place there, and I think some of the trees - I 
think that old hale tree is still there. I'd see his brother 
once in a while -· the judge. 

B~ Yeah . He'd be out t here surfing. 

WC : The canoe that "Dad" had, h e kept at tl1e Ot.d::ri gget~, also 1 until 
the gen eral •••• . 

8: "Dad ' s " canoes wer'e. pretty much For· noad", and For' noad ' su Friends , 

AC: Now , t hey don 1 ·t have any pr·ivate canoes here on the Club premises , 
do tr1ey? 

B: Not that I k now of . 

AC: A lot of priva te buoys • • • •• 

WC; A .lot of buoys and surf s kis a nd ••• •• 

AC ~ •• • a n d , st;r•ay boats lying at anchor here. 

WC: I wonder whatever h appened to ·tha t big canoe we had hanging up at 
the Club for~ years and i t was neve r i:sken down unt i.l we got i n to 
this canoe racing- that was the Hana Keoki. 

8~ Oh, yeah. They lig htened it up, I think it is down s tairs. They 
used to use it as a training boat. 

we: I believe when they used i t as a training boat i ·t was pr•obably 
about three inches thick. 
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8 : It was a thick , heavy, big canoe . 

WC : We had it up there wi th us in Kana. 

B: That's right ••• and, that was the canoe after the r·aces that year 
we put "Toots nt 16-horse outboard on and you and I, "Toots", and 
noad" took oFF • •. was Cookie (Ed r·· .i.c Cook) wi th u s? Was it a rive­
man deal? 

WC: Ye s , r ive men. 

B: And we went right on up al l t he way to Kawaihae . And one night 
we stopped off - I guess it was •• • where was it? ••. 

WC : We got socked in . .. . ...... . ...... . .. (end of tape) 

AC: Let' s go back to . •• You say y ou came around the point at Kawa iha e .•• 
let's take it f rom there . 

WC : Alrighty •. . On the way back a s torm came up ·~ we ran into Fr·ancis 
Brown's Keawiki Pond and • • ••• 

B: Jus t a s we wer·e com i ng around we got that 30 ~· lb ulua, do you re­
member that? 

WC: That 's r i ght·- that bi(.;l son-or-a -gun, and you'd see turtles 
s wi mming -· i·t was just a fis herman 1 s pal- adise , an d it was a de­
lightFul p l ac e - big fishponds in back and s ·tr a ngely e nough during 
Wor l d War II I b u mped into Francis u p at the Volcano House and he 
enlisted my a i d, along with Billy Ruddle, to go drag the pond . So 
we went d own there - we lert at the crack or dawn 'from the Volcano 
and we drove over to Ka wa ihae - ran up the coast i n his speed boat, 
dra gged the pond ahd on the way back he was h a nding out mulle t like 
crazy, e very hous e we we n t by h e 'd toot the horn a n d a cou p l e of 
mullet went ou-t: - all the wa y u p to the Volcano . We h ad two bi£.1 
gunnysacks o f mullet when we l eft Kawaih a e a nd when we g ot to the 
Vt1lcano House loe had abou t 12-15 left ! 

8: It was abou t that time tha·t we had a ver·y inter·es ting exper~.ience 

down there ·~t Kailua-Kana. Wilbur and I wanted to go aut and do 
some trolling from a canoe where we would jus t paddle and fi sh for 
papio, us ing a l .i·ttle tu=md line , but we couldn't find a n y bait and 
we wanted s ome octopus , h e' e, 'for~ bait and o f course, the ocean 
f loor there around Kailu a i s l ava and sand. We were o u t there near 
the p i e r l ooking around and there was this o l d Hawai ian in a pair 
o f o veralls watch ing u s a nd h e says , ffEh, haole, what you want, 
wha t you looking for?" , a nd we said we were looking For squid, and 
he s aid, "Well, I' 11 tell you s omething", he said, "ther~e 's only 
o ne s quid hole in Kai lua Bay a nd that squid hole is rigl"lt under my 
feet , over heren, And this fe l ler only had o ne J.eg a n d a pai r of 
ove r aLls and h e ju~.;t we n t right afT i n·l::.o the water, n o gog<;~ler..; , n o 
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nothing, no spear~ and comes up with this squid in his hand and 
he says, nHere, you go fish". 

AC: Manuahi. 

B: Yeal1 ~ manuahi, Tremendous. I 1 11 never for·get that, 

AC: You could have all the papio you wanted. 

B: The guy said ther-e was only one squid hole in Kailua Bay! 
.•• and it was right there , 

(Laughte r·} 

AC: Keawlki is still in the Brown family. Zadoc Brown now owns the 
house. 

B: Hasn't changed an awful lot. 

WC: And how about those ponds right next dCJor'? 

AC: The ponds are still there. I don 1 t know about the shrimp 1 but 
ther·e is a r•oad now from the new highway. It:s a lava t~oad but you 
can gat in. Used to be you could only go in by boat. 

8: I know it. The buildings still there? 

AC: Yeah, The peacocks a re gone , 

WC: Francis Brown would never eat any fish out of his o wn fishpond. 
Catch · them in the ocean - he a t e i t . Any t h ing a u t of h is fish pond , 
he did nat eat . I ask ed him why, and he said, ",Just my own super-­
stition, I gi v e my f' isl'l away", and by God that ' s wh<3t we werl::l doing 
a ll the way up to the Volcano, When we got up there I th i nk he h ad 
about 12- 15 fish left, and he said, "Gee , I fo,-got t o r)ffer you one'' 
and I seid, n what the hell do you think J wanted ·to help y ou d racJ 
the damned pond ·for?" 

AC: Did Francis have the s wi mmin g pool there in the middl e of the l ave 
when you were there? 

B: Yeah , 

AC: Wasn 't t h at a beauti fu 1 t hing? I ce cold on a hrJt d ay., . b l ack lava 
al l al-·ound it. Just paradise. 

Well, now we are going <=~long he1~e . You did do some work in the 
caring of canoes. 1 don't imagine you got at- o und t o actu a lly 
making one or· al l the res1; o f t h a·t, but you di d make surf boards, 
didn 1 t you? 

B: We were mE1kir1g s ur fboar-ds, repair· ing s u rfboEirds •• •• • 

AC: Where did you get the r a w materi a l s ? 
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B~ Well , we used to go down t o Lewers & Cooke and 1 as I recall~ 

Lewers & Cooke was loca ted on Kin g Stre et at that time . 

WC : Where the Department or Tr•anspor•tation is located now, 

AC: They had Lewers & Cooke next to First Hawaiian Bank ••••• 

8 : Across the street. 

AC: •• • on King Street • • • •• 

B: They h ad a small lumber• yard .•••• 

AC: Then they had a lumbe!~ yard down on Queen - Queen and Punchbowl . 

B: Punchb owl. That was the c1orner that I ..• ,. 

AC: That was a lumber yar•d? 

8: Yes , that was a lumber~ yard . 

AC: That ' s where you got your raw material? 

B: You could get ten - foot, eleven-foot, and twelve-foot drain board 
stoc k -· r~edwood d r a i n b o ard stock • 

AC: Ki t chen material . 

B: Right. And that was t he widest, t hickest, longest piece you 
cm~ld find. 

AC: Do you think they st i l l s t o c k drain boat~d mate t~ i al . 

WC : I k.i.nda doubt it. 

AC: Kinda doubt i·t , So then , how d id you make it? 

WC: L ike l_ex says y ou take it down 1 you picked out the piece y ou wanted, 
y o u l iked t~he grain and you check that . 

B: We i ght was a big -Factor , Wilb u r . 

WC: Ye s, weight was a big fac t or. You went throu gh ·the ent;ire staok, 
y ou know , lift eech p iece , a n d t hen you put t h e o n e you selected 
o u t to the side . 

AC: Wh at were you l ooki n g f o r? 

we: L i ght •••• • 

AC: The l ighter the better? 
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we: ••• and good grain. 

AC: And good grain. 

WC: And then, take it and dry it out like Lex says, by the Hawaiian 
Electric boilers - nice and hot - l eave it there a couple of 
months. 

AC: Tell u s about the Hawaiian Elec: tr·ic boilers . 

WC: Well, we l"lsd an 'in' there at Hawaiian Elec;tl~ic . Gay Harr"'is, a 
member or the Club, worked there as a machinist. 

AC: The old plant down there at the waterfront? 

WC: Yeah. 

8: That's it •• • and he was a well-·known swimmer - he was a machinist 
at Hawaiian Electric, and he used to g o fishing -or we'd go fish­
ing with him - and being a machinist he was a very fi ne fe ller to 
know when it came ·to repairing a reel. The reel. You know, he 
could take tllem apar t in his sleep and ptJt them back together 
again. Through Gay we were able to get these pieces of redwood 
into Ha waiian Electric and they'd be stacked up next to the boilers , 
a nd this would dry them out, a nd •.••. 

AC : Over a period of how long? 

8: What would you guess, Wilbur? Three months? 

WC: Something in that order. 

8: That heat, that constant heat was just l ike ki l n dried. It was 
better than k iln dried. 

WC : Sure. 

B: But; I 1 ve never run into a finished board, a r edwood board that was 
ten feet or longer that ever wei~;1r1ed less than 60 lbs., and of 
course, after· you 1 d been surfing for two or t h l-ee hours they fel t 
like they weighed 90 lbs. And i F you hadn't maintained your Valspar 
finish it soaked up a lot or water·, I mean you woLlld, er, stumble up 
the beach cold, t i red, and it was a great relie f t(J get that thing 
into the locker. 

AC: These boards yotJ were making 1 were they less than 60 l bs. when you 
got them made? 

WC: That's what I said! finished - they'd be 60 l bs. 

AC: Finished. 
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s: I had one board there th<='lt I. bought from the manager of the Moans -
I'm trying to rec all h i s name now, small guy, a local boy -but 
that boc:n~d weighed 1 10-120 lbs. and out at fir s t. b reak in choppy 
watet~ it was absolutely gr•eat because it would go tht-ough this 
chop with no problem at all, and if you cau~~ht i;he wave in the right 
place and got that boar•d set, you 1 d have one hell of a ride. Let rn~~ 

tell you ther•e was no zigging or zagging on that wave. 

AC: Just a great big bt~lldozer·. 

B: T-h-a-t's right. An d you didn't get hit by your own boa r•d. 

AC: No. 

B~ It was too damned heavy. 

AC: Yeah. You actually made your own boards and they carne out to your' 
satisfaction? 

WCz We ll, accor~ding to your design, you know, you ' d incorporate a 
little modern thinking, the half-round botto m, the round bottom . ,,., 

B: Let me give you the metamorphosis her·e of the boards, We had these 
boards up until 1930-31 and about th i s same time we got a few of' 
t he o l d bal sa boa r·ds in. I t hink they we r e bl~inging wood in from 
Ecu ador - bal sa. And t hat was an e xtr-eme l y l i g h t wood , a n d about 
t he s a me t i me they were b r ingin g these boards in from Californ ia 
which wer e l aminated r e d wood a nd balsa. Also at t h is same t ime we 
s t;arted getting into padd le board s wh i ch we 1~e 1 ·1-, 12- , 13- feet and 
I be l ieve t h e Outr i gger' was usin g these padd l e boar ds as r ental 
boards at t h e beach and t h ey didn r t tur n out ver-y we.l .l because y ou 
h a d no maneLJ ve r abil i t y at all on those boards, t hey were easy t o 
paddle but no good on the waves. So fin ally , af'ter those boar ds 
had been disqualified ~ so to speak , as a r en t a l boar d, they wel~e 

left han ging there and one of' t ,he day s when they were c l ean ing out 
o l d bosr ds down ther e t hey we r·e gett . .ing r e ady t o throw t hese away 
and I p i c k ed up two of them, and I still have o n e or t h e m n ow over· 
a t my p l ace in Kaneohe - that board i s f ifty ye ars old . Its all 
glassed, its sn excellront board f r.Jr paddl i ng. 

AC : I n Kaneohe Bay? 

E3: Yeah, paddl i n g arou nd the bay. Its a wo nderful board , j lJst for 
pad d l ing . 

WC : Lex , tal k i ng a boLJt pedd.te b oards , d.idn 't Wa ldo Bowman design the 
first hallow board - sur f i n g board? Th e n Tom Blake gat Waldo ' s 
plsns , because he bot~rawed my plane to make it a n d h e r e ·tur ned the 
p l s n e after he wss t h r• ou gh al.l busted u p. 

8 : (Laugh) 

WG: .. • a n d Walda's design was what Tom Bl ake i s given c r e d it for . 
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Waldo had all the t emplates and everything, as the fa·ther of the 
h ol l ow board. Tom Blake was n o more the father of the hollow 
board than the Man in the Moon. 

8: You may be cor rect, Wilbur . It. seems to stick i n my mind t h at 
Tom Blake bought that first hollow board in Cali forn i a and he 
br·ought it; down here. He was surf i ng at Castle ' s and f ir·st break 
on this boar•d and then Waldo improved on that boar· d. Now, as I 
say, I could b e qui ·te wr·ong. 

AC: Is the hollow boar·d used very much now? 

B: It's not used at all. We've gone t o s·tyr· ofoam. 

AC : And you've also gone to skegs. 

B: Now, I believe Waldo had the first board o ut there with a skeg on 
it - Waldo Bowman. 

WC: Yes. Righ t. 

8: .• . and, the name of his boar•d was the "Nani", wasn ' t it? 

WC: That's righ·t, the Nani. 

8: We ll, he had a very long skeg, and a shallow skeg, and that w;;~s to 
keep the board from tail-spinning in the surf . 

WC: Now, you and I made our boards OL.l t of koa wood. We had the only 
koa hollow boards on Waikik i Beach. I sold mine to artist Arthur 
Emerson when I finally got rid of it. I needed some money to go 
to the University, so I sold it. 

B: 1,500 brass screws in each one of those boards, Wilbur . 

we: Yeah. Put in by hand. 

AC: 1 ,SOD ! 

We : All put: in by hand, and that was abou·t the time that Wr.ddwood G)lue 
came out. 

8: Wasn't t:hat what we used? 

WC: We ldwood glue - had never• heard of it before . 

8 : But we ran into a little problem, I know on my board we called it 
Lordosis. 

we: Tha t 's right. Mine had the same thing. The top, instead of 
lying flat had a .••••• 
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8: Instead of being spoon-shaped in the front so you could avoid 
going pear' l diving, it went the opposite way. 

we: (Laugh} Then; on the other hand you COL!ld sur f that board top 
or bott;om . 

B: Yes. You could catch a wave. They were the only -t;wo koa boal~ds 
Waikiki has ever seen. Never seen one since. 

AC: Koa hollow board! 

WC: Koa hollow board. We went down to C. Q. Yee Hop . . ... . 

8: That's right. 

we: •.• found a big plank of wood' koa wood' long' and had t h em cut in 
their~ band saw ir1to, er 1 what were they - s qLiarter·-inch'? 

8: Three-eights - quarter ••• about three-eights 1 I guess, planks and 
that; was the top and the bot·tom and whoever· made t he b oard match(:>d 
the edge grain. 

AC: What was the advantage, the theoretical at tha t time, advantage'? 

8: Ligh-ter • 

WC : Lighter. Easy to paddle . 

AC: Haw was t h e man e u verabi lity on the wave-:!:=(:' 

WC : On the wave , very poor~ n o con t r·ol . Then the Out r i nger rental 
boards that I was speaking abou t jtJst a moment ago wer·e p.tywo od. 
Remember that? 

8 : Ye a h. The y we1~e quartel~-inch/fi ve-si xteenths ·-inch plywood . 

we~ I don't th i nk they were mari n e p l y, either. 

8: No , I don't thin k t h e y were e i t h e r . 

we : Con structio n grade . ( Laugh } 

8 : I d a nt t think mar•i. ne p l y had come o u t at t h at t ime . 

AC~ Now , what 1 s your Favorite board n o w, Wilbur'? 

WC : My favor ite boar d? . •• is t h e bar ! 

AC : The bar· . Well , I know your r e k idd ing , b1..Jt you have g i ven up 
s ur· f i ng? 
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WC : Yeah, I dropped i t about ten years ago . 

AC : You're still s urfing, aren 't you Lex? 

B: I'm still surfing. I h ave a f o a m boar·d ten feet l o ng, about 
t we nty-four inches wide, three-and-a-half/four inches t hick , 
we ighs 18 pounds. 

AC: Got a skeg on it? 

B: Very nice skeg on it. Its s li ·ttl a too hot for me to handle -
my co-ordination i.sn ' t quite f asi; enough. 

AC: On smal ler waves yOlJ can stil l have fun on i t • . •.. 

8: I'm fine on three, four or five foot wa ves , but I don't k id myse lf 
that I ' m much of s s u rfer any longer except to say that I'm still 
there. 

AC: Well that's quite a bit to say. 

8: I'm bound and determ ined ·t o get one more year ou t of it so I can 
say that I have been d oing it for sixty years. 

AC : Now, we've covered aLl ·the f acets of early membership as you n~:3 me n 
i n the Club including the participa tion in sports a nd t he repair-· 
ing of c anoes and making of boards , but, do• you h ave a ny gir l 
s tories to tell me about when you were younger me r·r, l ike :;;tories 
pertaining to canoes a nd moonlight n ights? You told o ne about 
getting a fr•ee meal now a nd then at t he Royal Hawaiian because 
s ome Ma i nland haol e girl would take a shine to you , b u t s urely 
there were girl members o f the Club , weren't there? 

\VC: Oh, yeah. I'll t e ll you a person who is s ti ll a member here, Fred 
Hemmings and his younger s i s t e r, Bessie Hemmi ngs, wh o was jus t a n 
outstanding s urf'i.ng partner. She was ver y ., very light, very agile. 
She must have weighed maybe 105 or 100 pounds - she was relatively 
lig h t weight, and she was n i mble, very, ver y well coor dinated. She 
was quite a girl to have out there on a tandem, but I t h ink you 
were ,~eferring a little more toward the r·omantic e r1d rJf •..• . 

AC: Not necessarily. I think its nice i n an interview like thi s to 
have a f e w fe male na mes in i t. 

WC: It's true. 

AC: Bring back your me mo r ies as you ng me n. Wasn ' t there a s wi mmer •.• 
did she ever participate in Ou tr i gger - Olga Clarke? 

B: Yes, Olga Cla~ke is, I believe , sti l l a rou n d . 
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we: Yep. She is. 

B: ••• and, wasn 1 t she at Roosevelt;? 

we: She was at Roosevelt . 

B: With us. Right . 

AC: I think she made a big name in tank swimm:Lng. 

8: Tank, thatrs right. 

AC: Who were the other girls ••••• 

we: You take sam(~ or the old girl swimmer's at i:;he Outrigger .I like 
Mar•iechen Wehselau 1 Helen Moses Cassidy 1 Dot Waters, Lillie Bowmer 
and, oh, .Janice Lovett, and there were qui t.e s nurnber of them, 
they wer·e all real t omboys and Lex and I 1 we were small kids <:~­

round and they didn 1 t waste too much time with us. But I can re-­
call ·that you didn't get them r i 1 ed at; you because they were al­
ways together, and this one occasion that I r·ecall I've never 
forgotten was when Bill Newport, I think it. was, and a fr i end of 
his decided t;o have ;;ome fun wi-t.h the gir·ls and they climbed up on 
th·s t~anoe st1ed with a bucket; oF wa-ter and a bucket of sand and the 
(]irls were down en the beach taking a s u n bath and they dumped the 
water on them and then dumped a bucket of san d an them, and these 
gir l s chased trte fellows around the Outrigger~ and they were up in 
the t r ees -· u p in the hau tt~ees - snd finally caught them and then 
they took them down to the beach and all these gal s, I mean they 
we1~e pretty rugged strong kids, and they dug a deep hole - they 
put one in one, and one in i::he other and leFt them t~ight; u p to 
their c hins in sand, (Laughte r·) a n d d idn tt get back for an hou r · 
a nd a half . (l_augh), 

AC: How come you escaped? 

we: I wasn' t in o n it . 

8: No, we were just small f ry . 

WC: I was just lucky . 

AC: Well, these are wonderful stories about the o l d Ou t rigger . I 
think thi s just about wJ~aps up our· interview, gentlemen, Thank 
you s o much Lex Brodie and Wil b u r Craw. 

We still h a ve about a half a tape leVt 1 so one of these afternoons 
before we start typing it up if you think of a nything, l et me know 
and we 'll have another luncheon . O.K? 

WC: Very good , sir . 


