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LEX BRODIE
aryc
WILBLR CRAW

Interviewsd by Alex Castro

August 8, 1983

Good aftermoon. This is Alex Castro. We sme sitbting here on the
diningroom lanasi of ths Outriocoger Canoe Club on Monday, August &,
1983, and we have an interview this afterncon with two prominent
businesesmen From Honolulu, Lex Brodie and Wilbur Craw, who jolned
the Club many, many years age, and most of our interview this afber-
noon is going o be spend in anecdobtes snd nemenbrances of things
pant.

AL Lex, when did you First join the Club?

B2 I man't give you the precise date Alex. However I initially
was the guest of Tomumy Ellis whom I had met st Homololu Military
Academy. He brought me in as a guest and it wasn't tooc long
therealttery that 1T bought Tommy E1lis’ old redwood board, had s
locksr and joined the Dlub and it wmust have been late 1924 or
maybe early 1325,

AG: What kind of a board wes thet you bought from Ellis?

B it was an old redwood plank that had his initials on it which
read T.E.E. and incldentally after I bought the bosrd I cohanged
the imitials From T double E to H double E - we called it the
Tee Hee because at thet tims, I think...wasn't thers an express.
lom at that time, Wilbur, sbout "tee Mee what's going on over
there™? - so, that was the name of the bosrd, "Tes Hee'.

Ay S0, it was asbout that time that vou ceme ln, Wilbur?

Wz Yeah, 1924, blex, =nd I guess I was brought in bhrough the
auspices of TOad” Center who wes o good Friend of bthe Family
amd he wanted me out there on the beach and out of nischief.
That was my introduction to the Club, and from then on it was
membership to this day with the sxesption of a8 couple of WW 1T
YEErS .

AC: Did you live in the Walkiki ares at the time?

WG Mo, I did mob; Alex. I lived up on Kinaw Street and caught the
street car to ride down every day.

AG: Vig Pawas juncbion?
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Via Pawaa junction and across the old Molully bridge,
Where did you live, Lex?

I lived in Manoa Valley, on Oahu Avenue. Each weskday we would
go ko Walkiki sfter the close of Lincoln School st Thomas Sguare,
get on the street omr, the King Street street cer, go to Pawas.
Then we bransferred to the Waikiki line and we'd go clatbering
acroas the swamp andd. s oos s

Look at bthe duckS..oa.

Look at the ducks. That's right - and it smalled to high heaven,
as I recall.

This was 1924, mors or less.

Yearr., And then wa'd gebt ofF at the Outrigger Club and spend the
afbarnoor.. ... :

You wouldn't deop off here?

I am talking about the old Club between the Mosna asnd the Seaside
Hotel. This was before the present Roysl Hawaiian was bulli. The
Seaside was a white frame bullding and cottages, as I recall.

That's right.

And, with those big beaubtiful cocomet trees which are still thers -
vary stately palms.

Now, you'ra both members of the Oubrigger in 1824 or 25, and of
course you had magnifleoent privaoy and locker rooms and all the
rest of it, did you?

Yas, this was when the locker room was back close to the roasd and
we had a little parking lot, as I recall, Wilbur, belwean whatb

was called the pavilion and Kslakaus Avenue, and we'd go on theough
there and I belleve we had 8 woman at the desk -~ wasn't her nane
Helemn. She was just sort of & mwother to 211l of us there and that's
where we'd pick up our key and wa'd go on in and undress and
usially AF the surf was up we'd be oubt surflng right awsy pronto.
If there wasn't any surf then we'd be, I believe, learning our

wayy abrout the volleyball court untll the big boys came in around
Fowr otoclogk or Four-fifteen and then they’'d kick owr 1ittle bubts
out of there, and they would take over the court. We, of course,
might be able to sneak in as a Fifth or a sixth on one of the big
tears, but as I remembar best, we had fwo courts at that bime,

Thatta right.
We Mad two courts. One was for doubles - FTor doubles games, and

the other for the "big" games. There was "Ohippy' Chase, For axe-
ample, who was Lrying o slways run the geame and bhere was George
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Oyver-. I belisve, he would be In there, Potber Thurston, Lorrin
Thurston would be in there.

"Ouck Neck' Singlebhursat, "Uho! Minvielle, R. Q. Smith, "Oad?
Center.

Right, right. Then I think there was George Brown, wasn't thers?
Right.

Heid be in the game there. We didn't see too much of Gay Harris
ori the voalleyball court, oid we?

Mo, na. Every now and then you may get Randy Crossley plaving.
Raal ly?
Yap.

He was a big boy. I imsgine "Dad? Center didn't fool around with
the volleyball, did he?

Oy no. "Oady was very active in volleyball. He'd play six-man,
arnd well imbo hisg fifties he was playing two-man.

That's right. If I had one game, I had s bundred as Dad¥ g™
parbtrer .,  Ylad” would let me do Ehe running and I'd sed Yem up
For- "Dad® and "ad", of course, couldntt get of f the ground any
longee and really hnit the ball, bubt he could ceridsinly place itj
cross net, back, ovr & drop shot.

What kind of a volleyball game did Alexander Hume Ford play?

Well, I think, Wilbur, you oo sheasd and take aver on old "Pop®
Ford thers. He plaved obther games.

Yeah, old "Pop® Ford - he was a ladiss’ man.....

You dontt want to say too moch sbout 387 You want to.. ...
Let desr old "Pop" Ford rest in peacse.

ALYl righbt. ALl right, that's grest. let's.....

YRPop! Ford was guibe 8 Pixbure around there, Alex.

Well, he was the Founder, the founder.

He wasn®t the athletic... ..

He was the, er...well, let's lesve it right there.

AlY right. What kind of dues did you have to pay in those days?
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By They were absolubtely outbtrageous. 1 mean, my surfboacd locker
cost me 250 a year I bhink it was, and I think my Little 48Wxiay
locker where my trunks and towel and whatrnot were was asbout the
mame amount, 250 & year.

Al Did you pay duss - mephership duss?

Wy Well, I cean't remember paying an initistion fee, Alex, I don't
think they had such an animal For asmell kids in those days, bt
my parents used bo stand the dues, bubt like Lex says, I dentt
believe 1t was aver 500 a month -~ it was awful good dues.

AG s Was it 1925 to about 48930, would you say?

WO In that reighborhood Alex, then things sterted fto chanoge. We
becams big boys and before we knew it we were senlor membars anc
then they took care of us on the duss.

AG: You were junlor mnesbers - was bhere a senlor membershion?

Wiz There was guite = differential, as I recall.

AGy There was an intermediate membarship, wasn 't therse - now we  just
Rave a junior membership.

We e I think there was just junior abt that times.

=H Through vowr seventesnth yesr, wasn't it - o sixteenbh yeasr, Ltve
Forgotten.

W g Then you becams a regular membse.

AG: cv@ reEgular member. Well, now, in this period of btime we are

speaking of were you in any of the organized athlebtles, or wers you
Just horsing around?

Bz We were, I think, largely horsing around, although Wilbur's swimming
at that btime wam orgasnized =nd I think "Uad” took you under his wing
and Yo, Braie.ss

WSy Yawsh, the Club had 8 very good swimming program. It hed a regular
Outrigosr swimming team that used to ember swimming meets. 0OF
cowrss you know bthere were the Drabbe boys, "Buster' {(Clarence)] and
"Buddy {Edward), and Lex mentionsd Tommy Ellis, and I was a small
kid on the thing, but then bthers were all the girl swinmers, Marlechen
Wahseleas, L11llis Bowner, Dot Watsrs and Bea Newport, to mame & Few,

ACs Gerd Hjorth, Josephine Hopkins - they were older tham you wersen't
they?
WG e Yeah, they werse consliderably older angd they were real tombovs.

= Hemamber, wasn't Dr. (Rodhney] West down thecse st that hime?
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WC: Yeah, Dr. West was there.

B Because he had been swimming at the Military Academy along with
Sam Kahanamoku, and thern I think we also had Pua Kealoha, didn't
wea'?

B . Right.

W Wasn't fe in there swimming boo, at that ftime?

B Yes, Pua was swimming. He was awful heavy, though. He could
atill do a good backstroke.

AC: Who was your coach?
WC s ¥had" Center.
B af course - no one else.

AC: Was he the one? You got very inberested in swimming early,
didn't you Wilbur?

WCs Yep, right. He got me started practically as soon as 1 gobt to be
a member and I was btralning at the Punahow tank and then down st
the beach, and as [ grew older he'd send me out with "Bustert
Crabbe to swim From the old Oubtrigger Club up to Castle's, where
we are now, and turn around and swim back in - that was asbout two
or thras nights a week.

AC: Inside the reef.

WCs Outside the reef.

AC: Outside the resf?

Wi Awful lonesoms out there off the beach.

A Did you have any escorts? ANY.eeas

WG Escorts! What's the.....{Laughter]

ACe No escorts, canoes, nothing?

WCz He'd say, "Hey, Wilbur, go swim out to Castle's, kick half way out,
then with only your arms swim to Castle's. Rest, then swim back in.Y

AC: Good training. Did you follow swimming, Lex?

B: No, I didn’t. They got to me at Lincoln School and in as much as
my fFather had been a Canadian track man, middle distance at McGill
University, and subsequently with the Montreal Athletic Club, I got
talked into track at Lincoln School. I think it was in the sixth
or maventh grade that I started out running the aguarter mile and
the half-mile, when we moved teo Rooseveit. I was in the First
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graduating class at Roosevelt. We had to move to the new school.
I was with you In the First group.

Right.

I was two years behind you.

Right. We had "Spud" (Claude) White and we had “Jinky'" [(Douglas)
Crozier ax cosches - seaing that I had some ability in that asres
I didn't swim or play football at that time. I tried to concen-
trate, specialize, in the one item, track.

But you =lsoc goet into cance racing, didn't you?

Yes, I got into canoe racing because Wilbur and I had been, er,
doing guite a bit of canoese surfing out there. We were in No. 10
and No. 8 cances. These wers small two-man canoes, and it wasn't
too long after we gobt into canoceing that I think we took an old
canoe that was upside down under the pavilion there, what number
was that, 267....o0r whatever it was.

Yeat, Fixed it up.

That thing had been hanging there for years and we went up mauka
and we cub the lakos and got the ama, put thabt part together snd
.« «who did we nave helping us? The Banks boy, Jackis Banks?

Yep. Jackie. He was the go-for.

Yes, he was the gofor and the bucket-boy, and all. And, whereas,
we had besn surfing at the Blow Hole which was pretty big surf in
those days Ffor a two-man canoe, we book this other canoe that we
resurrected out to first break and that was quite a thrill. It
was a wonder that we didn't tear that damned canoe apart. That
canoe was just as dry and brittle as you could make it.

This was the canoe that you had taken off the ceiling of the
pavilion?

Yeat, 1t was just hanging thers unused and had been there as long
as Wilbur and I could remember.

We took some planes and chisels and took of F all the dry rot from

the botbom of it, and Lex got the wild idea let's Fill it Full of

boiling linseed oll and we darned nesr set the old kitchen on fire
(Laugh) but we put the boiling linseed oil in it and that actually
did preserve the bottom of the canoe ~ 1t soaked it up and brought
somz 1ife back into that cance.

You were about 17 or 187
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On, no, I think we were closer to 14-15. That kitchen was some-
thing elsae, now that you mention it, Wilbur, all those gas stoves
in there, talk about a fire hazard. That was something unreal.
Do you rememberavae..

Was the kitchen under the clubhouse diningroom?

Mo, it was in the...they had & bilg sort of hau tree terrace.,

I rememnber.

vese st the side.

It was bulilt on the side and up above was where they hung the
laundry and a Few odds and ends.

The building was wood, wasn't 1t7

Oh, wood, very much s0.

Creosoted.

Right.

They also had some lockers in that gensrel vicinity. "OadY had
one, angd YToobs™ Minvielle had another, that's where they kept
their paddles for the canoes along with thelr ocutboard mobtors.....
That's right.

vessaand 2ll the sails.....

Along the fence.

That is correct, and, er, it was about that time we were also
using "Dad's" cance and the beach services were formed, and as I
recall the cancoe ride charge at that time for tourists was a buck
For three rides and we would go hustling up and down the beach,
and For every dollar we nade we'd kick back to YDad" Center 50¢,
=0 we were getbting BOC & tourist and that was really big monay.

I can remsmber in 1831 we had some ftremendous surf out there and
I was using "Dad's" canoe, I was using the Royal Hawasiisn, and I
made = tetal of $29. im one day.

That was b-i-g money.

That was big money and "Dad” was getting half of that. It was
gearned between two o'clock and six o'clock that evening. I never
had so much fun in all my Life.

Wasn Tt that great.

The Royal Hawsiisn canoe was probably the best sueflng csnoe

Waikikli has ever meen.
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What''s happened to that canoe?

That canne - over the years graduslly deterioreted end was re-
bullt and rebuilt wuntil the only thing that was left were the
manus and the gurwalss.  Where 1t is today, I don't have the
faintest idea, do you Wilbur?

No. -When the Club moved up here 1t disappeared slong with
saveral other cances that we lost track of.

We also had a canoe that was a prebty derned hesvy, one thet we
usaed For salling and we used to go oub sround Dlamond Hesd buay.

With & sail?

With & sail, and I think one of the most memorable trips that we
had was when Waldo Bowman and I had Jeasnette MoDonald asmd her
husbard Gens Raymond, We starbed coming sround bhat buoy out
thars, we were on bthe reach going like hell and were taking on
wabter . To keep that ams dows we mads Gerne Raymond gedt oub on
the oubtrigger and hold the dempned thing down. But we were still
taking water so we made Jesnette MaDonald get in the bottom of
the canos with 2 bucket and start balling. {(Laughter):. She was
vary goood, I omight add.  Jush an absolubtaly charming lady. These
ware the days when she wes with, s2r, the mounted police vou re-
memnher?

Oh, yes. Nelson Eddy.
Nelson Eddy. Right.
Roze Marie.

Rose Marie!

Now, those were the play times, did you have amy real racing that
you participated in, in cances?

O, yeash, let Wilbur take over on that.

You guys were bobth in 1t btogether, I dontt know which one to ask.
Whnat do you say, Wilbuer?

First, Lex and I were on the First irter-island rscing regatta
which was held up in Kona, and the result of 8 lok of effort by
TToots, Wad"?, Lorrin Thurston and, of course with the help of
Jobn D Kaupike and some of the others. In those days when you
ware on the senior six crew, you paddlied the six-man rece, you
took a Ffour-man conbingent From the six amnd padodled the Four-man
race, and then the other twe paddled the two-man race -~ the Ouie
rigger won mll of them.

Actumlly, Wilbur, we had twe teams up there as 1 recall, we wers
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working out on the White Horse, the Lio Ke'oke'o cance, and then
we had a second beam up there comprised of Campbell Stevenson
and, er, bBeorge Perry and George Bates and, I forget who else.
They did very, very well in that race using the canoe named
Kakina. In that race we also had the Huil Malu, and i the Hul
Nalu, as you sald we had John 0. Kasupiko and Joe Ahuna. But

we had one bhoat, bthe Dowsett canos, which Duke Kahanamoku had sll
of his brothers in, and I think.....

W s That was bhe *Ala,
B Was that the TA'a?

WC: No, rng. We tried to get the *Al'a that was hanging up in the
Bishop Mussum and they wouldn't let thabt cance out at that time,
so0 they got Dowsett's canoe - Herb Dowssit's canoe. 1t was a
lovely canoe, it was a little small for racing, but you had Duke
in thers, you had Sam in there, you had Loulie in there, you had
old "Eagle Beak" - Sargent. "Eagle Beak', he just loved to be
called that nams.

AT Yean, I bet.
WC 2 There was, er, Duke's youngsr brother, David., Oh, yes, "Tar Ball'.
Al Who's YTar Ball™?

WC s Wzll, he's still around. He iz one of the Kahanamoku brobhers
who's still around,.

AC: Sarge is =till around.
WG Sarge is still around. Louie, I think, is up on the Big Island.

B: Yep. Bubt they had a2 problem there, they didn’t really have a
working steersman, as I recall. Duke just sat there pretty
much with the paddle in hand, and well, as you say, Wilbur, we
did a clean sweep up there in Kona.

"Oad" won 2ll kinds of money betiting with the Kona ranchers and
businessmen who wera supporting thele tesms. "Dacd™ and Lorerin
Thurston cleansed them out completely! Remember that? Ok, my
heavens they were taking bets everywhere with old man Shipmar,
Leighton Hind, Robble MoWayne, the whole Kons bunch were all
taken to the clesners - thousands of dollars,

AC: You made a clean sweep, eh?

B: We had an sbsolute clean sweep. We won that damn thing by =&
guarter of a mile in the senior six.

WC s We were so far shead at the finish the Kona people could not
helisve it.
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It was just 2 walkaway.

They were teking our plctures when they were still paddling to
the Finish line.

This was & nucleus of aboul elght guys?

Actually this was the Filrst inter-island canoe race that was held,
and from bhen one. ...

Dan you give an approximaste date of thai?
1932, T think, somswhers in "32.

All kinds of money at the bobtom of the depression, is what, a
coupnle of hundred bucks, maybe?

Who, Dadh?
Yad” won thousands.
Thousands !

That's an understatement, and of course that night after the races,
I mean, we proceeded to ftaeke Kailuas Kora town apart and IF11 npewvers
Forget what happened therse. The mansger of the Kona Inn was 2
fFellow named Cherry, George Cherry, who used to be manager of the
Cutrigger Cancs Club.

Gaeorge Cherrey, I rcepesber him well.

And we had a few boys who got themselves prethty well wound wup,
ore was Biifred Paul, snd iF you remember Willis Paul was taking
those big fire extinguishers off the wall and as I remember it,
they were having fire exbtinguisner Fights on the second Floor of
the Kona Inng

Is e the man who becams s rather prominent policeman?

Mo, no. Willie FPaul is still here., He was 2 gresb guy, he was
a swimmer, he was at the University of Hawsil, he ended up work-
ing for Del Momte, public relations man For Del Mombe. Now, his
mother, M-, Paul was at the beach when Wilbur and I First got
down there and she was guite the swimming instrucgtor. She was a
very, very strong woman, a lovely woman,

So that was the inter-island race. Lo you remember any other
canoe races of any great note that yvou participated in?

Actually, we used bo partlcoipate down at the Honolule harbor,
Wi Ly,

Yeo.
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ceacxamwd this is where we had these pick-up crews. Remember?
Nobody trained. It was after the Kona race thet we paddled, I
dorntt know how many years we paddled For the Club, but T can re-
call vividly after gradusting Ffrom Roosevelt, I wenit to the
University of MHawail. The University of Hawsil declided thet it
was going o get inte canoe racing and YPump®™ {Theodore) Searle
was then the cosch. I was told in so mamy words that L7d have
to guit the Quirigger team in order fto paddle with the Unl-
varsity of Mawail. I saeid, "uh-ub®, I'11 stick with "Dad™, and
that yesr they held back my track lestier. The University of
Hawall wouldnt't give me my leather jecket thet I hed coming, aond
I thought that was prebtty darned manini.

They should. ...

That was old "Pump'.

You know, on thess trips to the cuter islands, I imagine the trip
itzelf -~ the transportation was gulte mamorable. What did you go

ar, the Kinsu or something like bhat?

Better than that. We had two cattle bosts, one was ths Homuuls
armd the obther one was the Hawall.

ALL right.

And we paddied the cances down to the harbor.,

From here - Walkiki beach?

From Wailkikl beach - the rascing canoss to the harbor, and we
lashed the canoe, we had ths canoe on & cradls thare right next
to the Humuula, whichever one, and we'd take off the iskos and
the ama and then that was hauled up on deck, and as I remsmber
all the cences were lald oub on the deck. And it wes partl-
cularly memorable thst Ffirst trip up besasuse that was when the
song The Cockeyed Mayor of Kaunaskakszi! was going so strong and
we'ld have people up there with ukuleles and we would sing
YEweed Leilani? From Harey Owens band,

Therse wasn™t very much sisep those nlghts, was there?

N, There was no slesg at =211,

You paddled the rnext day.

Noy, no, no.

No, no, noe. *Dad" was wise in that area. The Firskt year hes
took us up, what was 1t, one week, two wseks ahsad of the race?

To get used fto the weather.
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What they did - didn't they come in to Kellus and they lifted one
cance at = time...No...Yes, they unloaded at Kealskekua, didn't
they?

Yas. Thern they put the canoes up on the beach under the helau.
There was a good bssch theres then.

Where was this sxactly?

I was bthinking of Keaubouw,

KMeausoun .

Did the ship take it right down to Napoopoo?

Yeatt, It was Napoopoo that we off-loaded, yeah.

The landing area, the little pler.

Booouse we went back and forth - we had Arthur Mybre ruoning one
bost. We had two speedbosts up thers, and it was seven miles as
I ressll from Ksilua-Kona to Napoopoo and we fished going and
COmLNG.

And every morning - I am trying to thick of hkis name...he had bhe
spead boat he used to go fishing with us...out every morning when

we'd go down there we'ld come sround the poimt into Napoopoo
there'dbe this bilg shark. Hemember RHim?

Yesr, I hadn't thought of him in, well, 50 yesrs. A& tremendous,
big black son-of-a-gun.

Wes he walting for you?
Well, he thought of thet as his home. He had territoris)l rights.
He was right there st the point.

We'd go by - go within, maybe forbty or Fifty feest of him. He
wouldn't move .

He wss out there sunning himself...Well in these canoeing davs
what obther personalities were there as your crew.

Ted Waters' name came um in our discussions.
WHell, Ted Wabters had the concession there adjscenlt to the Roysal

Hawalian, Now the Royval Hawailan, I belisve, was finished off...
whalt was it, in 19267

Opened February 1, 1827.
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4928 was the Grand Opening, veah.

Ted Weters had the besch service concession, T believe. Up to
that point he used to be in charge of Fixing the canoes.

At the Outriggsr.

At the Oubtrigger, and Lex and I heppensed to be oud 1in one of them
and we had a collision. It broke the front end and Ted was weit-
ing for us on the beach. Did we ever cebtoh hell!  {(Laughies)

All hell, boy!
Whan fthat petered oub, well, he want over to the Royal.

Didn't he - wasn't he one aof the First people in that organizetion,
the Walkiki Beach Patrol or something of thst nature, where bhey
all wore uniforma?

Well, I think that was "Sally" Hale, Louls Sallisbury Hale.
Oh, yeah "Salliy?” Hale.

And, er, ne used Lo wear thob naubics)l cep of his, and during bhe
summars I was in the Besch Patrol end he had guibte a aumber there.
We had Chick Danisls you know, we had Sam, and we had, oh, we bad
Panams Dave HBaptiste, we had Curley Cormwall, Indian Frank Telas
was in, we had ~ oh - I still have that ploture - that picture of
Shirley Temple down there when she was about three years old or
Four years old and she was reviewing the so-called bheasch patrol.

T don't think she was three Feet tall at that time. She was
really in her heyday st that poind.

Talking sbout Ted Waters, I overheard 3 funny story about when you
wera moving canoss around ong afternoon after Ted had been down to
sae the dochor.

I think what vou are referring to was when he got circumcised.

ALt that age?

Yes. He couldn't give up the thought of missing out on collecting
morrey from Lex and me and the other Fellows who were working For
fim, and then he'd have to help with the canoes, you know bo pull

them up, especially when it was migh tide, thern hetd come dashing
in and he'd get wet.o..end he'd run like hell...{Laughter].

The First ftime vou'd ever hesrd bHim scoream?
Yeah. {(Laughter). Only when he took a bath.

0lg Ted would pay us off every night about Five-thirty, and of
coursa, it was all cesh...
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Welbeoossn

wewand e had a rall that was probably an incheand-a-half thick
and we'd wait outside there aboult five-thirty or six o'clock to
get our cut For the day. We were into swimming lessons and we
were into surfing lessons, board lessons, and canoeling and we
usaed to hustle., We used to go From umbrella to umbrella down
there and it was really knocking on the door, so to speak. We
cdid very, very well. Now, of course, the way to do 1t was to
Find s couplsg who had a charming daughter, and you'd scrange 1t
s0 the daughter would ask you to the Roysl Hawaiian to dinner
that night, and you'd have dinner with the family. That got you
into the Rayal, that got you a dinnmer, and that got you to the
dance floor, and she would sign thes chits that night, and it was
a very insxpensive way to have one hell of a wonderful.....

And you still had Ted Wabers® money in your pocket.
Well, vou had to spend $1.50 For a gingsr lei!

OFf course, of course.....Let's take a little break here.....

That was Ted Waters' era there., 1 was teaching @ young couple
how to surf and his name was Joe Colman and he was from Yale Uni-
vaersity, and his girl Felend on the beach was Sue Lehman, Her
uncle was then Governor of New York, snd they were spending the
summer at Wailkikil with the idea that they were going back to the
East Coast to marry. Then they had a change of plans and they
decided they'd get married at Walkiki and while I didn't attend
the wedding, T was at the reception on the fourth Floor of the
Royal. But the interesting part of this story is it was only a
year aco bhat my phone rang down at the tire store and this woman
said, "Are you the same Lex Brodie who was on the beasch many years
ago™' and I said, "Yes". And she sald, "Do you remember the name
Sue Colman, rather Sue Lehman?® And I said, "Very much, and the
boy friend was Joe Colman’. Now this wss Fifty years ago. Well
they 'd been married and hea'd been through Guasdalcansl, the whole
thing, and he was now the Chalirman of the Board of, I think it
was Pall Mall, one of the very, very large companies, and they
were on their way to Guadsloanal and other points through the
Pacific that he wanted to revisit - those points where he had been
engaged in combat. But she had seen one of my TV commercials and
called the tire store.

Heaa!

So that same day we had lunch together at the Roysl. We recapped
the whole doggone thing near Fifty yesrs later. They are very,
very happy, and as I say, I took him ocut tandem surfing at first
break. Hs never got over thatbt.
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You - know whan you get pushed on a bosrd oubt ab Flest bresk..o...
That was Fifby vears ago.....

Thatls right. Bet Tew oub there and let Tew lis on tha boarsd
and you are just about in the curl and give them a shove andg you
can just imagine, you know, I mean that bosed wowld Flip Fifby
Feet up in the air. Well, we ook them canoeing, surfing and
all the like, but bthis iz what has ocourred, Wilbuoe, and.....

That's great and she was marrled For Fifty years, and you hadntt
heard from them?

Nevar one word, and she just plcoked up on this TV commercial on
tires.

1'1) be darned.
esand Bhatts how we gob together. Small world.

Sometimes 1 wonder whether Lex Brodie's blig expense in advertis-
img is worth 4t, and that proves it is. Hight?

Dome in and buy my tires.....

I didn’t sell them a thing, though.

Wilbur, wa were talking sbout...you went to Yale?
He was at Yale. Jos Colman was at Yals University.

Wilbuwr, you had a story sbout swimming -~ sbout performing For
the Yale coasch. How did that go?

Actuslly, the big deal - the Yasle swimmers used to come down, and
the coach was Bob Kiphoth, The team would sompete in the local
swimming races and then we would compete -~ traln with bhe beam.

I recall this one partloular incident that wes ah an afternoon
swim mest and I was entered in the 100 and 200 meter races.

"lad" Center told me to take 1t emsy on the 100 melter race,

and 1F I was ahead just to keep the lead and mot ey o extend
myself any more, just to kesp the lesd as 1 nad to swinm the 200
meters two races after the 100, Sc I wom the rece and laber on

I was told that the 200 meter race was scratched. 5o I went back
to the Club and “Oad" and Bob Kiphuth were talking so Dad asked
ma how I made oub amd T,....

Kipruth was then the coach at Yale?
Yes, he was bhe cosoh at Yele, and so I told thes I head won my

race, So he asked me what time 1t was - the race was for hoys
urder $3. My time was 1':03" For the 100 meters, and Kighuth
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sald, "My God?. 1 didn't krnow what he wes talking about.
Later "Oad" told me that the best time the Yale swimmers made
was S8" snd 597,

B2
Yes.
Ardg you made it in ong minote and.. ...

e bhree seconds.  Just aboub a couple of seconds in back of them.
That was always a big deal, and talking about the Yale swimmers,
one of the swimmers, very prominent swimmers, he is now the No. 1
Master swimmer in the United States and is marrisd to Josn Dowsett,
who by the way ils also the No. 1 Women's Master swimmer in the

. 8.

Lloyd Osborne?

Lloyd Osborne! I used to swim against him. He was much older
than I was.

He was at Yale?

Yes, he was @ Yale swimmer,. A Fine Yale swimmer,
I didn't realize that he was from Yale.

He's still s great swimmer.

He's also 2 great salmon fisherman, I wunderstand.

I read about him all the time. Do you know "Impy" Sexbon, Harold
Sexton, iz swimming in the Masters now and he's oub For some of
Lloydts records,

Speaking of...I was mentioning the fact that Lloyd Osborne is a
great fisherman as well as 3 great swimmes you have a Fishing
story that has to do with uhy -~ you went uvhu Fishing with the
Big BOoyS.isaew

Oh, yeati. When you ars a small kid on bthe bsach thers, you are
the gofor, so "Toots" Minvielle and YSally' Hale and some of the
fellows who used to go out spearing decided to take out "Yoots'™
canoe and go down to -~ off the present resf runway at the airport.
They hung an outboard sngine on the canos just like TDad® Center's
Veadol and we went down there to fish and I was the bag boy. I
Mad & gunnysack. EBEvery time they caught a Fish why they'd call me
and I'd swim over and put the fish in the gunnysack. I was oarry-
a largs gunnysack. After you fish a while you go swim two or
three hundred yvards away from the canoe, you know, and my sack was
pretty full and I was stringing them on my spear and swimming with
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the gunnysack under one arm and holding the spear in my hand and
they decided they'd go and get the canosz. They got to the canoe
and then they all smoked cigarettes. I found a coral head and
was resting on the coral head with just my chin above water and
a wave would come and I'd get swept off the coral head, then I'd
swim back on. Finally they got the canoe starbted and they came
over and picked me up. I sat up in the front and they were head-
ing back home. We hadn't gone, I guess, much more than 150 feeb
frrom whers they picked me up and I locked down in the oosan in
the water and here's this ger-s-a-t big jack - he must have been
about 12 Fest long, swimming directly up stresam to where the
scent of blood was. I never went out with those guys again.

He was heading your way?
He was heading directly for me.....

Now, this caznoe. You'd take 1t out of the Outrigger premises and
go down there?

Oh, yeahn, it belaonged to "Toots' Minvielle.

On, "Tacts®™, I see.

Yeah, it belonged to "TootsT.

Well, “Dad" owned quite a few canoes, didn't he?

"Dad" owned gquite a bunch.

There were guite a few private canoes at that time, Alex, Gay
Harris, for example, had canoes, and “then the Club had a lot of
cances, but I think the private canoss were the well-maintained
canoes because the people using them weres very maintenance con-
scious, and restrictive.

There was Thurston, Harris.....

I don't remenber - did Potter Thurston have any canoes?

Naot bhat I ocan think of,

"Yahot Taylor - remember, he used to have his Indian canos upside
down wunder the pavilion?

Yep. And, of course, "Yaho'! even today is in pretty darned good
shape. He used to go out there to Blow Hole =and he could slide
that thing left like a surfboard.

Right.
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He'd do a tremendous job out there. Another one who wasn't a
member of the Club st that time, as I recall. He wes living at
the besch. We used to call him "Shark Balt" Steiner [(Ernest
Steinerl. He had a two-man canoe andg we used to drlve him abe-
solutely bananas, bhecause he'd be owb there walting to cztoh a
wave, then he'd catch it and we'd come up on our boards and pass
him and run over his manos and lskos and everything else as we'd
oot left into Cornucopis.

Wait until I get Ernle to listen to this. His name is now
Ernie, not "Shark Beit”. He lives at Waimsmaleo Beach., 1711 in-
vite him in to hesr this.

Yeah, he'd like that.

We'td just wave a paddie at him.

He used to live rmight here on the beach, didn't he? Right on the
water . By the Surfrider Hotel.

They had their place thers, and I think some of ths trees - I
think that old hala tree is still there. 1'd see his brothesr
onge in s while -~ the judge.

Harry .

Yeah. He'd be out there surfing.

The canoes that "Dad" had, he kept a2t the Dutrigger, also, until
the general.....

"lasd 'a™ panpes were peetty much for ®Dad", and for "Dad's" friends.

Now, they don't have any prlvabe canoss hers on Sthe Club premisss,
do thay? 2

Mot that I krnow of.

A Lot of private DUOYS. ...

A lot of buoys and suef skis and.e. ...

aaard, sbray boasts lying at anchor here.

I worder whatever happened to that big canos wa had bhanging up st
the Clubd For years and 1t was never taken down until we got into

this canes racing - that was the Hana Keoki.

h, yesh. They lightened it up, I thirnk it is downstairs. They
used to use it as a tralning boab.

I believe when they used it ag 2 braining boat it was probably
abhout three lnches bthick.
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It was a thick, heavy, big canoe.
We had it up there with us in Kona.

That's right...and, that was the canoe after the races that year

we put "Tootks ' 16-horse outboard on and you and T, “"Toots™, and

“had took off...was Cookie (Fodric Cookl with us? Was it a Five-
ey ceal?

Yes, Five men.

And we went right on up all the way to Kawaihse. And one night
we stopped of f - I guess it was...where was 1tP...

We got socked inNs.cessacavaseseras.lend of tape)

let's go back to...You say you came arocund the point at Kawalhse...
let's take it from there.

Alrighty...0n the way back a sborm came up - we ran inte Francis
Brown's Keawikl Paond and.....

Just as we were coming around we got that 30-1b ulua, do you re-
mamber that?

That's right - that big son-of-z-gun, and you'd see turtles
swimming - it was just & Fisherman's paradise, and it was a de-
lightful place - big fishponds in bsck and strangely enough during
World Wer II I bumped into Francis up st the Volcane House and he
enlisted my aid, along with Billy Ruddle, to go drag the pond. So
we went down there - we left at the crack of dawn from the Volcano
and we drove over to Kawaihas - ran up the coast in his speed boat,
dragged the pond and on the way back he was handing out mullet like
crazy, every house we went by he'd toot the horn and a couple of
mullet went out - zll the way up to the Volcano, We had two big
gunnysacks of mullet when we left Kewsihme and when we got to the
Voloano House he had about 12-15 left!

It was sbhout that time that we had a very interesting experisnce
down there at Kailua~Kona., Wilbur and I wanted to go out and do
some trolling from a cange where we would just paddle and Fish For
paplio, using & little hand line, bubt we couldn't Find zny balt and
we wanbed some octopus, he'e, for bait and of course, the ocesn
floor there around Kailua is lava snd sand. We were out there near
the pler looking around and thers was this old Hawalian in a pair
of overalls watching us and he says, '"Eh, haole, what you want,
what you looking for?", and we said we werse looking for sguid, and
he said, "Well, I'll tell you something?, he sald, "there's only
one sgquid hole in Kailua Bay and that squid hole is right under my
feet, over here’. And this Feller only had one leg and a pale of
overalls and he just went right off into the water, no gogoales, no
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robhing, no spear, and comss up with this souid in his hand and
he says, "Here, you go Fish',

Maruakil .
Year, manuahi. Tremendous. Y11 never farget that.
You could have all the paplo you wanted.

The guy sald there was only one squid hole in Kallus 8ay!  (Laughter)
weednd It was right thers,

Keawiki is still in the Brows Famlly. Zadoo Beown now owns the
Mouse . '

Hasm 'L changed an awful lob.
Arnd Fow sbout those pords right mext door?

The porws are still there. I don't know asbout the shring, but
there iz a8 rosd now From the new highway. Tis o lave rosd but you
can get in. Used bto be you ocould only go in by boat.

Right., I know it. The bulldings sbtill there?
Yeahr, The pescocks sre gone.

Francis Brown would never eab any Ffish out of his own Flshpond,
Catch them in the ocean - he gte 1t. Anyithing oub of his Fishpond,
he did not eat. I asked him why, and he saeid, ""Just my own super-
stition, I oive my Fish away', and by Bod that's whalt we were doing
all the way up to the Voloano, Whes we gobt up bthere 1 dhink be had
about 12«15 fish left, and he said, "Gee, I Forgot to ofFfer you onet
and I said, YWhat the hell do you think I wanted to help you drag
the dammed pong Por?h

Oid Franols have the swimming pool there in bthe middle of the lave
when vou were thaere?

Yezah .

Wasn 't that a besutiful thing? Toe cold on s hot day...black lave
all around it.  Just paradiss.

Well, now we are geling slong here. You did do some work in the
caring of cances., I dontt imagine you got asround to actuslly
making one or all bthe rest of that, but you did nake suef boards,
cdicdn't you?

We wers making sutFboards,; repairing surfbosrds. ... .

Whers dicd you get the raw meterisls?
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B Well, we used fto go down to Lewers B Cooke and, as I recall,
Lewers B Cooke was locabted on King Street at that time.

W g Wheare the Deparitment of Transportetion is locstsd now.
AC: Thay had Leweras B Cooke rmext to First Hassilen Bank ool
By Across the strest,

Az a0 King Strest.....

[ They had & small lumber vard.....

AC: Then they nad a lumber yard dows on Guesen - Queen and Punchbowl .

B Punchbowl .  That was the corner that T....0.

AC s That was = lumber yard?

Bz Yes, that was a lumber yard,

Ay That's where you goht yvour raw material?

B You could get ten-fook, eleven-foob, and twelve-Fool drain board
sbock - redwood drain board stock.

Al Kitchen material.

B Right. And that was the widest, thicksst, longest plecs you

could Find.
AC Do you think they still stock drain boasrd maberial.,
WCs I Kinda doubt it.
Al Kinda doubt it. BSo then, how did you maks it?

Wi Like Lex says you take it down, vou plcked out the plece vou wanted,
vou liked the grain and you check that.

B Welght was a big Factor, Wilbue,

Wy Yes, welghit was @ bilg Ffector. You went theough the entire steock,
you know, Lift esch plece, and thern you pubt the one you selscbed
out te the side.

AL What were you looking For?

Wi S [

AC:s The lighter the better?
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waa3nd good grain.
And good grain.

And then, take it and dry it out like Lex says, by the Hawalian
Electric bollers -« nice and hot - leave it there a couple of
morrths .

Tell us about the Hawaliasn Electric bollers.

Well, we had an 'in' there at Hawalilsn Electric. Gay Harris, a
member of the Club, worked there as a machinist.

The opld plant down there at the wabterfrent?
Yeah.

That’s it...and he was a well-known swimmer -~ he was a machinist

at Hawalian Electric, and he used to go fFishing -~ or we'd go Fish-
ing with him ~ and being a machinist he was a very filne feller to
kriow when it came to repairing a resl. The reel. You know, he
could teke them apart in his sleep and put them back togsther
again. Through Gay we were able to get bhese pleces of redwood
into Hawalian Electric asnd they'd be stacked up mext to the boilers,
and this would dey them out, snd...ee

Over a period of nhow lang?
What would you guess, Wilbur? Thres months?
Something in that order.

That heat, that constant heat was just like kiln dried. It was
hetter than kiln dried.

Sure .

But I've never cun into a Flolshed bosrd, a redwood board that was
ten feelt or longer that ever welighed less than 60 ibs., and of
course, afber you'd Bean surfing for two or three hours they felt
like they welghed 90 lbs. And 1f you hadn't maintained your Valspar
fimlsh it sosked up a lot of water, I mean you would, er, stumble up
the beach cold, tired, and it was 8 gresat rellief to get thabt thing
into the lockar.

These boards you were making, were they less than 80 lbs. when you
got them made?

That's what I said, finished - they'd be 60 lbs,.

Finished,
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B I had one board there that I bought Ffrom the mansger of the Moana -
I'm trying to recall his name now, small guy, a local boy - but
that bozrd waeighed 110-120 Ibs. and out st First break in choppy
water it was absolutely grest because it would go through this
chap with no problem at all, and LF you casught the wave in the right
place and gob that bosed set, vou'd have ong hell of & ride. et me
tell you there was no zigging or zagging on that wave.

AC s Just a great big bulldozer.

B: Tehea-ts right. And you didn®t get hit by your own board.

AC No,

B3 1t was too damnad heavy.

Ay Yemh, You ascbually made your own boards and they came ouwl fo your

satisfaction?

W ¢ Well, sccording to your design, you khow, you'd incorporste s
little medern thinkimg, the half-round bottom, the round bobtom.....

B Let me give you the metamorphosis here of the boasrds. We had these
Boards wp uobll 4930-31 and about this same time we got a few of
tie old balsa boards in. I think they were bringing wood in from
Ecuadar - balsa.  And bhad was am exbremaly light wood, and about
the same time they were bringing theses boards in from Californis
which were laminasted redwood and balsa. Also at this same time we
started getting into paddle bosrds which were 11-, 12-, 13-Feelt and
I believe the UOubrigger was using these paddle boards as renbal
boards at the besch and they didn'™t turn out very well because vou
had no menedverability =t =811l on those boards, they wers easy to
pacidle but neo good on the waves. So Finally, after thoses bosrds
had been discualified, so to speak, @s a8 rental board, they were
laft hanging there snd one of the days when they wers cleaning out
nld bomrds down there they were getting ready to throw these sway
and I picked up two of them, and I still heve ore of them now over
at my place in Kaneghe - thabt board 1s Fifty yesrs old. Ths all
gigssed, iits an excellent board for paddling.

AL s In Kaneohe Bay?

Bz Yash, paddling around the bay. Its s wonderful board, just For
paddling. :

WC 2 Lex, talkimg sbout paddle boards, didn't Waldo Bowman deslign the
first hollow board « surfing board? Then Tom Blaske got Wealdo's
plans, becauss he borrowsd my nlang o make 1t and he returnsd the
plane after he was through all bhusted up.

B {taghd

Wi s eeand Waldo's design was what Ton Blake is given oredit For.
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Waldo had all the templates and everything, as the father of the
hollow board. Tom Blake was no more the father of the hollow
board than the Man in the Maon.

You may be correct, Wilbur. It seems to stick in my mind that
Tom Blake bought bthat Flrst hollow bosed in California and he
brrought it down here. He was surfing at Castle's and first break
an bhis beoard and then Walde improved on bthat board., Now, as I
ey, 1 could be gulte wrong.

Is the hpollow bosrd used very much now?

It's not used at all. We've gore to styraFfoam.

And you'lve also gone to skegs.

Now, I believe Waldo had the first board cut theres with a skeg on
it - Waldo Bowman.

Yes. Right.
2ewand, the name of kis board was the "Nani®, wasn't 1t?
That'a right, the Nani.

Well, he had a very long skeg, and a shsllow skeg, and that was to
keaen the board from tail-spinning in the surf.

Now, you and I made our boards out of koa wood. We had the only
koa hollow boards on Wailkiki Beach. 1 sold mine to artist Arthur
Emerson when I finally got rid of it. I needed some money to go
to the University, so I sold it.

1,800 brass screws in each one aof those boards, Wilbur.

Yeah. Put in by hand.

1,500!

ALL put in by hand, and that was shout the time that Weldwood glue
came out.

Wasn't that whal we used?
We ldwood glue - had never heard of it before.

But we ran into a little problem, I know on my board we called it
Lordosis.

That's right. Mine had the same thing. The top, instead of
lying Flat had @ceuers
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Ingtead of being spoon-shaped in the Front so you could svaold
going pearl diving, it went the opposite way.

{Laugh) Then, on the other hand yvou could surf that bosrd top
o bothom.

Yes. You ocould cabtch & wave. They were the only two koa boards
Waikikl has ever seen. Never seen one sinoce.

Koa hollow board!
Koa hollow board. We wernt down to ©. 0. Yee HOp.ows s

That's right.

» oo Found g blg plank of wood, ko2 weod, long, and had them out in
their band saw into, er, what were shey - @ guariter-inch?

Threae-eights - guariter...about three-slghts, I guess; planks and
thaet was bthe top and the botbtom and whoever made the board matched
the edge graln,

What was the advantages, the theoretical at thast tisne, asdvantage?
Lignter.

Just lighher.

Lighter. Easy o paddles.

How was the maneuverablility on the waves?

On whe wave, very poor, oo control.  Then the Outrigoer rentsl
hazrds that T was spesking sbout just s moment ago ware plywood.
Remember that?

Yesh. They were cuarter-inch/Flve-sixbeenbhs-inch plywood.

I dantt think they were marine ply, either.

No, T don't think they were elther.

Construction grade. (Laugh)

I don't think marine ply had cose out st that time.

Now, what's your favorite bosrd now, Wilbur?

My fFavorite boased?...ls the bard

The bar. Well, I know your's kidding, buf you have given up
gl Fing?
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Yeah, I dropped it about ten years ago.
You'lre still surfing, aren't you Lex?

I'm =till swrfing. I have a foam board ten Feet long, about
twenty-Fowr inches wide, three-and-a-half/four inches thick,
waighs 18 pounds.

Got a skeg on it7

Vary nloe skeg on it. IThs & little too hot for me to handls -
my co~ordination ilsn't quite fast enough.

On smaller waves you can still have fun om it.....

I'm fine on three, four or Ffive foot waves, but T don't kid myself
that I'm much of a surfer any longer except to say that I'm still
thera,

Well thet's guite a bit to say.

I'm bound and determined to get one more year oubt of it =0 I can
say that I have been doilng it for sixty yesars.

Mow, we'lve covered all the facets of sarly membership as young men
i the Club including the participation in sports and the repalr-
ing of cances and making of boasrds, but, dooyou have any giel
stories to tell me about when you were ydunger mer, like stories
partaining te canoes and moonlight nights?  You told ane about
getting & free meal now and then at the Royal Hawalian because
some Mainland haocle girl would take a shine to you, but surely
thers were girl members of the Club, wesren't there?

Oh, yeah. I711 tell you a person who is still a member here, Fred
Hemmings and his younger sister, Bessie Hemmings, who was just an
outstanding surfing partner. She was very, very light, very agile.
She must have welghed maybe 105 or 100 pounds - she was relatively
light weight, asnd she was nimble, wvery, very well coordinated. She
was guike 2 girl to have out there on a tendem, but [ think yous
were referring a little mnore towsrd the romantlic emnd of.....

Not nescessarily. I think its nice in an interview like this to
have = few Ffemals names in it.

It's true.

Bring back your memories as young men,. #Wasn't there a swimmer...
did she ever participate in Outrigger - Olga Clarke?

Yes, Olga Clarke is, I believe, still around.
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Yen. She is.

«esand, wasn't she abt Roosevelt?

She was st Roossvelt.

With ws. Right.

I think she made 2 bilg mams in tank swimming.
Tank, that's right.

Who were the obther girls.....

Yoy take some of the old girl swimmers at the Oubtrigoer, like
Mariechen Wehselaw, Helen Moses Cassidy, Dot Weaters, Lillle Bowner
and, of, Janice Lavett, and there were guite a nunber of them,
they were all real tomboys and Lex and I, we were small kids s
round and they dida't waste too much time with us. Bubt I cen re-
call that you didn’t get them riled =t you because they wers al-
ways together, and this one occasion that I recall I've never
Forgottern was when 81l Newport, I think it was, and a frisndg of
his declided to heave some Fun with the girls snd they climbed up on
the canoe shed with a buckst of water and a bucket of sand and the
giris were down on the beasch taking 2 sun bath and they dumped the
wabter on them and then dumped & bucket of sand on them, and these
girls chased the fellows around the Dutrigger and they were up in
the tress - up in the hau trees - and Finally csught them and then
they took them down bto the besch and all these gals, T mean bthey
ware pretby rugged strong kids, and they dug & deep hole - they
put ome in one, and one in the other and left thew right up to
their chins in sand, [Laughter]) and didn't get back For an houe
and 2 half. (Laughl.

How coms you sscaped?

I wasn't inm on it.

No, we were just small fry.

I was just lucky.

Wall, these are wonderful stories about the old Jubtrigger. I
think this just about wraps up our interview, gentlemen. Thank
yos B0 much Lex Brodie and Wilbur Craw.

We still have aboub & half a tape left, so one of these afternoons
pefore we start typing it up IF you think of anything, lst me know

and we'll heve asnother lunchson,  0.K7

Very good, sie.



