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KP: George, before we get into yc:1ur early days at the Outr~igger~ 
Canoe Club, can you t.ell us a little something about yatJrsel'f? 

GB: Well, I was born in Ft~ance, came to Cc:1li Farnia near~ San Jose 
wher~e my father ran a alcohol distillel-y for this group in San 
FI~ancisco - he was a part--owner - and he made a deal with A&B, 

Alexander & Baldwin, for molasses. We used to h a ve storage 
tanks in Hila. The molasses went into Crockett and pat-t of the 
molasses and dry alFalFa made into cattle feed . The balance wen·t 
down to the dist;.il.Jet-y near~ San .Jose a nd was distilled into 190 

proof alcohol. Then latet~ they made uncut whiskey for the two­
bit shots. 

KP: Oh, yeah, 

GB: ••• in the old days. And we used to have 30 coopers t.here making 
50-gallotl chsr~red bar1~els all day lang, eight hours a day. Then 
it was pu·t into the charred barrels and e ventually sent to a dis-· 
tr-ibutoJ~. What they did witr1 it, we didn't know, and didn't 
par·ti.cularly c<::~re. 

KP: I see. 

GB: Then 1 the First World Wsr came along and an engineer said to my 
f'ather, you know the residue f'rorn the distilla·tion we used to put -
dump - in the Alviso Creek which eventually landed in San Francisco 
Bay - that we make potash out of it. It was really like 'finding 
gold, you know. Our ing the war we figured out - my f·ath e r- f igUJ~ed 
out - thst he c:o~lld mske EJ(~etone aut of the potash~ and we wer~e 
rur~ni.slling acetone t;o the OuPonts f'rom that per~iod on until the 

war endr;~d. 

KP: For~ goodness sake. Now, did you get into the war your-f.:.;el f "'lt all? 

GB: I was too young ror- the first one and too old rar ·the second one. 
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I<P: I see. But r1ow, you had to put in duty in Ft~ance. Is that ~~ight? 

GB: Yes, my family -· my father ,~etired and took the whohJ Family back 
to France, and ·then he bought the newspaper in the small town of 
Nio!~t, where we came -from because his f'riend's son was supposed 
to run it after the wa1~. But the boy had lost both arms and both 
legs, so he was a basket case. So my father bought the paper and 
had my godf'ather r·un it., and ·they talked him into .1-unni.ng for the 
Senate. He said 1 "This is r•idiculous, Itve been gone from tr1e 
countt~y fDr Fif'teen years." And in the old days that 1 s just like 
being a for·eigner•. Well, he ran, and was elected. 

KP: That's interesting. 

GB: And, eventually he ended up on the Disarmament Commission with 
Meginot, but 1 being a Fr·ench citizen 1 I had to do two years 1 

militar•y ser•vice. I was ge·ttir1g fifty centimes a day, which is a 
little less than 10¢. 

KP: (Laugh} You cou.ldn 1 t go out on the town on that . (Laughter} . 

(38: No , I'll tell you. 

KP: Well, when did yc:~u get back to the Uni.ted St<:~tes? What year·? 

GB: Well, I don~ t know if you want a ll ·that s·tory. 

KP: Well, n ot too lang, we 1 ve got to get back to the Outr~igger . 

GB: We ll, I got back in 1923 - the end of 1 23, the b eginning of ' 24 -
v.ia P a n ama , whel~e I went broke . I woc~ked four months as a truck 
dr~ i ver. Believe me, in those days that was r~eall.y J-ough. So 
that's when I got back to CaliFornia. They made one .Little 
picture in Bul~l.l.ng<~me, I worked in it a n d I said, I wsnt to 
r eally get into pictut~es, so I wen t to Hollywood. As a matter 
o f Fact I star ·t:ed the same time as John Wayne, Ga!~y Cooper and 
Clark Gabl e . 

KP: That's interesting. 

GB: Gary C ooper~ used to see aJ.l the sh;dios ap<:lrt from Uni vet~sal i.n 
those days thst w et~e i n Hollywood. Fox was on the corner o-F Sunset 
and Western. I remember Gary Cooper standing out in f·ront with 
the boots, the jeans, the kerchieF Elnd the hat, ar1d the second 
21ssistsnt dire ctor came u p and said, 11Hey, you , $3.00 and lunch." 
He'd say, uyup. n That was a dea d ti;~ed box lunch - two sandwiches 
and an apple - and $3 .00. In those days I Ji ved at the Village 
Inn which was about f·our blocks beyond going into Ho llywood fro m 
Fox. Then two blocks beyond that was Warner Bros . Clark Gable, 
which wasn't his name t hen, lived in a garage apartment behind the 
little hotel when I was there, Dh , I was a big shot, I was paying 
$10 . a week for a room and bath. So, Gable was wor~k.ing at War-net~ 
Bros. as a l aborer digging pm:;d: holes ·- they wer-e p u·tt ing new 

fencing arou nd Warner Bro s stlJdios there . WCiyne never had a 
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decent suit or c lot hes because he dran k everything he made so 
they had t o put him in a mob sce ne or in costume . 

KP: We ll, eventually he became a star. 

GB: Oh , sure. They a ll b ecame stat~s. · I didn't. 

KP: But, you wet~e in a good many movies. 

GB: Oh , sur~::!. I never did anything big. I did ex tra wor"'k, a nd I did 
small pa,~ts, I did small scen es he re and ther e. Like, for i nstance, 
.John Ford, the old motion pictut~e producer, was a very g ood Friend 
of mine. I u sed to play hea!~ts pr··actically e very Saturday night 
with him, ..John Wayne, !"tis wire - Mary F"ord - Wingate Smith his 
brother- in-law, and any time he had a scene where he 
Frenchman - hotel manager - just a couple of shots. 
Fre nch soldie r in t h e t r-enches - well, I was elected. 

KP: And you could speak French fluentl y, of c ourse. 

wanted a 
He wanted a 

GB: You neve•- hea r it in pictures- they wer-e silent pictur·es it didn't 
make a damned bit of di 'fference. He wan ted a guy who was a Ft-enchman. 

KP: Now, weren't you in a movie with Duke Kahan amoku? 

GB: That goes way back to 1927, on the Roughride r-s , a nd we wal-ked -
Duk e worked with us al l the time in Texas when we were i n San Antonio 
for that p i cture, for about two months, and we came back to Hollywood 
and there was a scene on the b each. See , on e day we wer-e Cubans 
fight ing the Amer i cans , and the ne xt; day we were Amer-icanr,; fis_~hting 

the Cubans. (L augh) . So, that's a ll of the two month s in Texas . 
Thel-e was a scene on a beach. Wel l the minute I i"leard that I put a 
pair of swim trunks on under my uni'form , and I s aw the Duke out thel-e 
body SlJrfing and I said , "Bl-ather 1 I have to learn how to do that," 
so I s tripped down to my swim tr-unks and I we nt over and I said, 
!tHey , brother, show me, n and he showed me how to b ody surf. 

KP: {Laugh} Isn 't that grea t. Thi s was at Laguna, eh? 

GB: Yeah, Laguna , outside of Lag~ma a little beach - noi: r· ight i n town , 
a 1 i ttle beach outside of town where the.re 1 d be no peop le . So we 
b ecame good friends and eventually I came over here , the Fi.rst. time 
in 1928, a nd I was down on t he beach by the exi t f o r the b a thel-s of 
the Royal Hawai ian and El mer Lee u sed to have a little shack there .•• 

I<P: Sur·e, I r emember- that. 

GB: ••• used to sell differe nt things, and Duke was there, a nd he had 
Chick Daniels, Duckbi ll,. Curley - I don't k now, sevel~al o f the old 
timers - and he said to me, "Hey, Ke oki, hey, how are you?" , so I 
we n t over and shook hands with him and he i n t r·oduced 1m~ to i:he other 
beachboys, s o I had a f ront door entrance to the beach gang. 

KP: That was the Hui Nalu bunch? 
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GB : Those were t h e beachboys .. Oh , t he Hui NaJ. u beachboys , y es . As a 
matter- o·f fact o n e of them s aid - I had s l i ttJ. e dump d own on upper­
or l ower Cl eghorn I was p a y i n g a ll of 25 bu c k s a month For- - a n d one 
of' th e boys said , nwher e d o you c hange Keoki?" I said, "A t h ome. " 
fiEh , n o, " he said , "come i n a n d u se Hu i Na lu . r• That 1 s wher e they 
kept t h e boards. Ther e wet-e n o l o c kers, they wer e stacked. So 
whe n y ou went i n to 1 oak f o r"' y our board somebody a lways was at 
f irst brea k with i t. You had to wait u n t i l they carne i n . 

KP : An h our~ wait, ~:h? 

GB: S o I u s ed t h eir l ocker r-oom , shower- s and everything . Oudie Mil l e e­
ran t h e Hui Na l u, you k n ow . 

KP: S ure, h e was top man t her- e for yeac- s . 

GB : And , er , it was i n teres t i ng t o mee·t: t hat whohJ g ang. They accep ted 
me , i'!lnd when the y n e:~edt:;d a n ex tra man b esides a second c aptain tha t 
the y didn 1 t h a v e to pay , I would a l ways v o lunteer . I wanted to work 
o t..zt , get s ome exer-cis e, so I was the t h i r d paddl e when they had a 
b i g l oad of tour ists . 

Then we' d a l l go fishing . I 'd go fish i n g wi th t h em, <=Jn d it got to 
be sort of a th ing, it went on for years . And, even af·t:e r- I we n t 
i n to busine ss Chick would S<Jy , " He y, Keok i , we've got some f ish f o r 
you, " a nd put i n a n e nvelope, a b r o wn manila e n vel o p e , a few fish­
rn .ight hav e been octopu s , but I had a .Japan ese cook who k n e w how to 
cook it . 

So it was to me - I ' 1 1 n ever- for get - the first day, the secon d day 
I was a n t h e beach . Do you remember~ tho s e h au trees before you got 
to t h e Moan a - t h e ben ches t h e r e ? 

KP : Oh, yes , y e s . 

GB : I walk e d i n ther e a nd put my e l bows on t h e back of those ben ches, 
I wa tched t h e s urf, the can oes, a n d I said , " This is i t. " I sta yed . 

I( P: You we r· e not goin g back t o t h e Mainl a n d . 

GB: No way . No wa y. 

KP : I t was a smar t decision you rnade to stay in Hawaii . 

GB : Oh, s ure. 

t<P : I don' t t hink ther•e ' s a better place in the world. 

GB: Oh 1 Chri s t, n o . I ' v e bee n a ll o v e r t h e world , a ll t he We s t I ndies , 
a ll t h e i s l a nds i n t h e P<-3ci fie, isl and s in 1.~he I n dian Oc ean - the 
Seychel l es, Maur~itius , and on, a n d on and o n . Cl imatical ly, we' ve 
got i t licked , a n d as f a r as a place to live - this is it . 

KP: Wel l : n o w, sa y auc~ first intr odu ction t o Wa i kiki beach was at t h e 
Hui Nal u s i te . When did you join the Ou t;r~i.ggel- Canoe CltJb? 
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GB: Well, see, I went away, and then I came back. I came back in 1935. 
I got a lease on a store in tht;J Dillingham building - the old Chez 
P iet~:~e t s restaurant there going makai, and I opened a men's shop 
there with a partnet~, Miller - Neil Miller - who claimed he had a 
lot of experience. Then I found out later· that he 1 d worked For a 
two weeks 1 Christmas vacation in a men's store in Los Angeles. I 1 d 
never run a store. I always felt I knew clothes . • • and I went on a 
bLtying .• • He said~ 10You're di.l.ing a.ll r•ight, you buy for LJS,H so r 
bought the who.le thing. I didn r ·t even know how to rnar•k those 
things at first. 

KP c What was the stot~e called? 

GE:l: Miller-Brangier. 

KP: 1 see, 

GB: I put his name f.iJ~st becaust~ mine is tao hard to pronounce ·· some 
people <oddrt-;ss me as 'Brassiere' • 

KP: {Laugh) 

GB: So, we star• ted that; in 1935, and not knowing any better~ I opened 
the stat-e two weeks before Chri.strnas insteQd of two months. But, 
I brought over lines they'd not seen the extent of beFore; the y 
l1adn't seen this, they hadn'·l: seen that. I had a custom tailoring. 
I knew how to measUI~e because I had all my clothes custom made and 
we selected the mat.erials, and fol.lr weeks later you had your Sllit. 
I knew all about ·the alterations - shor-ten the back a 1 i ttle bi i: ..• 
and, I don 1 t want to seem braggadoci os , but three dc:;ys after Crl!~ist­
mas the first year I was calling the Mainland for mot~e merchandise. 

KP: It was an .immediate sUCCl':ss. 

GB: It was, and then ••. then the following year 1 ordered twice <~s much 
merchandise, but that was the year we had a six~-month shipping str-ike 
and I got my mer•chandise the following Mclrch a'fter Christmas . 

KP: Ah-ha. 

GB: So, nothing to do, I had to get something in there, so I bought 
batiks at the East India star·e; .Japanese stores I bought ,Japsrtt;!se 
pr·int.s, and I f'ound lii:tle dressmakers. In the meantime, Nat Nor~fJ.eet, 
Sr . had come over and he was helping me b(i!Cai.Jse Miller had gone back 
to th~J Mainla nd . He was helping sell, window di~ess in the si:ore. 
We had shirts made, I had swim ·tr•unks made, and on and on and on, 
put; them in the store and they all sold. So that's when Walter 
!=-landers - the name is combined -· and Walter Mac ( Macf<:li~J.ane) W<'lnted 
to buy rny shop. I had taken Neil ·- Nei.l Miller - out o r it with a 
r.::ash ier~ r s chE!Ck, so I W~"'s the sole owner. I had gotten him on a boat 
with a cashier 1 s check so he could repay his mother, but otherwise . • .• 
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KP: (Laugh) 

GB: They wanted to buy tt1e store so I sold it; to them, <~nd I ;::-;'b:::n~ted 

·M I first called it "8ranfleet11 - the factory for making spot~ts­
we;;n-, half my name and hal f. of Not~Fleet' s name. And aFter we SlOt 
well established al.l over· the country, even London, Pat~ is -
Galler•ie Lafayette in Paris - David Jones in Aur5tl-alia, and a11 
the Bullocks stores, I talked to them, because we used "KahaJ.a11 

as out~ label in the shirts. I said, 11Don t ·t you think it waul d be 
better to change the name to Kahela Sportswearri"' and tl1~;y ~o;aid, 

''Yes .n There 1 s no confusion wi til it - which we changed a Few years 
later. As I say, er, it didn't hsppen overnight, but we had them 
all - the big ones. 

I<P: Now, its still in the ' 30s or are you talking about the '40s? 

Gf:J: Oh, wetre up into the forties, now . I mean to give you an idea-· 
B. Altman~ ·they were buying for fou1~ big stores b<~ck East - th<~ir 

opening order was $185~000 the year~ I left the company. 

Anyway, the ·thing ·to me that; was so contrary. Nieman Marcus buyer 
came out. I usually let Nor~fleet sell because he 1 s a lot mor·e 
pa·tient than I am. I am inclined to be impatient with people when 
they ar~e tao stupid. So I was kibitzing - in other wor~ds I was 
si i:t.ing by to see what was happening, and there was a pr·int that I 
had designed in Japan - we h<:~d our prints done in Japan - 1.:-md we 
also used California hand prints fr-om Hel-mosa Beach that wer~e al l 
screen printed textile. This way we knew we had an exclusi ve. 

KP: Uh-·uh. 

GB: This buyer· looked at t he littl e shir~tmaker dress and she said, "I 
think that print is terrific, I like that dr-ess.n It was a mon o­
tone, nothing loud, jw;t subdued, which I am inclined to like my­
self. She said, "You know Niemsn Marcus wan 1 t l et us sel l a 
cotton dress far less than $55." - that's quite a few years back -
I said, "Sa. 11 "Oh, n she said nNiemsn won't let us take a long rnC~r·k­

up." Sa I ssid, nThat 's no problem, I'll double t he pt-ice. 11 She 
said, "Fine, I'll take 300." 

KP~ (Laugh) Nice deal For you, e h ? 

GB: We wer··e making 40% al ready! 

KP• You sa.icl you got here in 1935, that is about the time Bill Mull ahey 
was putting together his beach services , wasn 1 t it'? Do you remember 
anything about thet? 

GB : No, I dan' t. Oh , e!~ , I remember hearing about it vag1Jsl.y, bll t I 
don't really know. 

KP: Actual ly , i n the early th.i.r•ties nTootsH Minviell.e had talked to 
the Boa1~d and said h e could put together a beach ser~vice deal that 

would be a gold mine .•.•• 
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GB: ••• under the new Outrigger- Club. 

KP: That's right. Th~t's right. 

GB: I remember that now. 

KP: But then he went to Molokai for· about three years anq in the mean­
while Bill Mullahey came in and they turned to Bill to set that 
thing up. 

GB: I'm the one who put ·the garments in that li:ttle office. 

KP : Is that right? 

GB: Kahala Spor-tswear. 

KP: ••• and the Club made good money out or it. 

GB: Oh sure. But it ••• I had to get hold of Val who did the building­
Ossipoff - ·t.o put some shelving in t.here because when nsally'' (Louh.>} 
Hale was running it, all the garments were in a r-oom up by the main 
off' ice as you walked in . So if he happened to bring the wrong color 
01~ wt~ong size for;;;; g;;.1l who wanted a two-piece suit he'd have to go 
all. the way back, and ·forth, s o I gat Ossipof'f' to wot~k 01.1t some 
deal to put a miniature storeroom with the bulk up t h e other end l 
but we had a display so we could show several things at one time. 
Al.l we had put in ii:lt the beginning was Duke Kat1anamoku stufF. Do 
yot.J remember ·the coat of' at~ms and heavy mate t~ ia.l ? 

KP: Oh, yes, sure. 

GB: Two p i ece SlJits for women, and swim trur1ks f'or men , and shirts, 
that's al.l. We didn't have enough room to put all our other 
merchandise there. 

KP! Talking about gal~ments , I gLiess the Desha law was passed befa,~e y ou 
gat to the Islands . Rernc-!!mber t.t1e Desha law on s wimming suits wher-e 
y o.J cauldn 1 t wear a n abbr·e viated swimming st.:i·t on the stt~eet, 

GB: Oh, yeah ~ I remember ·that. I belon ged to the oJ d 1 adies' club when 
·the Outrigger~ moved up here. 

KP: The Uluniu Swimming Club. 

GB: Yes. You couldn't walk around un.less you had an unde1~shirt on with 
your s wim trunks. 

KP: I f' or• got ·that. 

GS: Sui-e. We 1 d get out on the beach, take it off , then we'd walk back 
in the Club again and we r d put it on aga i n. 
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KP: Now, you wer e a member oF the Ulun i u Swi mming Club fol~ a good many 
yeat-s too,. were n 1 t~ y OtJ? 

GB: Not t oo long. I joined when we moved up here. 

KP: Oh , that late? I t hought you ' d joined long before that. 

GB: Oh , no. I u s ed t o go in ther~e. I n 
pression that they were going t:o be 

wanted to put; a snack bar in there. 

fact, they had gotten the im­
kick ed out when the Royal 

I am tr~ying ·to think of= the 
manager of t he Royal's r1ame at that time. Nice guy. He went to 
wor-·k for . •• he ran a bunch or hotels for Rocke-Feller . I went and 
talked with him and I sa i d, ttNow , look, this would be very bad 
public relations if you kick these old timers out of here just to 
put in a snack bar. n I said, Hisn 1 t there some way that we could 
share with you?H He said, HYes, yes Geor·ge, I won't kick ·th<=m 
out, I ' 11 just use par t of it, use the chai rs and tabl e s so p e ople 
can sit down and eat and havt:ol a coun·ter wher~e tt1e y make. the sand­
wiches.n So I wen t back to the gal s , a nd I said, 0 You dontt have 
to move, Isn't that great- just share." They s aid, 11Really?" 
"You're all set ... r rom the r1 e sd man's mouth. 11 And thr=n, you re-· 
mernbe;~ that dance studitJ that was on the Roya l Hawaiian's grounds? 

KP: Dan Wallace? Yes, sure, 

GB : I n a t wo·-stor y gJ~ sss s hack , I work ed on something that. i f' the old 
gal s had to mov e ou t of ther-e •• • I tf·3lked with Midkiff' who was a 

tru stee ,,. 

KP : Fran k Midkiff . 

GB : • • • of Bi shop Estate . I tal ked to h im and a c oup l e of' othe r peopl e, 
a n d I got Fran k S l a vsky to d raw some plans ~ which he was doing 
gratis f or the c l ub , because he was usi ng t h e club - just h is cost -
that we could put i n the o ld ladies ' c l ub ther e in th2d: t wo story 
g r ass shat::k . 

KP ~ Wo u ld have been a natur al . 

GB: Sur e . 

KP: Wal k a f e w mor e Feet, but what the heck. , . 

GB: It wo uld have been a littl e tight . Ther e was even a room with a 
bar-kitct-len for a guy t o take c aJ-e of' it and live ther e . We would 
n o t use t he Royal Ha waiian chairs and towels. we•d j ust use the 

beach . This was fi n e , But the gals wou l dn't go for it . All the 
work to b e done a n d a thou sand s mon th. 

KP : Dirt cheap. 

G8: What the Royal wanted . Bu t the th ing that ki lled the deal was that 
ther~e was abou t $60, 0 0 0 expenses to put in the c l ub . 



DCC 22-9 

KP: Oh, I see. I see. They had a pretty good portfolio of investments. 

GB: Sur·e f but they di.dn l t want to go for that amount 1 and they were 
talking about moving out to LCJie. I said, "Now, wait a minute. 
Laie! How many people do you think are going all the way out to 
Laie just to get a swim aftF~r· work? That's r~id.iculous. It has 
to be closer in, accessible.Y Then we wet~e woJ-king on another 
·thing, et~ .•• I can't think of i:he name of it,,. the gals had <~ club 
down there in Waikiki right next to DeRussy . 

KP: Oh, that was the Waikiki Swimming Club. Yes, I remember that. 
Actually I think ·that was the YWCA. 

GB: Right. Ri.ght. Well, I was trying -t::o work a deal for the,-e, you 
know, i i~ would be that close. 

KP: Nice little place. 

GB: Yeah, yeah. Yes, b1.1t yo1.1 had, what, eight parking stalls? 

KP: Ah, yes. 

GB: And, they wer~e all chained off'. So you come, double park~ you go 
in and get the key to yow~ s·tall, put yow~ car in, and then wrH;,n 
you 1d. take your car~ out your d have to lock it up again and take 
the key back to the office. So, there was no way we cm.lld do it, 
I was grasping at anything that might work to keep them cl CJSe in. 

KP~ Uh-uh. 

GB : But, we hEld it f"or, I don't. know how long, with the Royal- I 
think i-'l couple of' years or· somet!<ing like that . I was sb l e to fix 
up some of the dressingrooms. 

KP: I think they finally lost the lease a round '68. 

GB: Something like that. 

KP: . . • and some or them wel-e v e r-y happy with the home aut there at 
L aie . I wer;t out; and looked at it, its not a bad place. IF you 
don't have any other• place to go, it wa s gt .. eat, 

GB: You t.ook the words right out of' my mouth. If you don ' t have any 
other~ p lace to go. 

KP: Well, we were ver·y fol-tunate at the Ou tri gger Ca noe CJ ub ·that some 
of" ·the Board and other people wet-e Far· sighted enough to lat1.~h on 
to that Elks Club prope1~ ·t:;y . Do you know any of the background on 
that purchase? 

GB: No. Sam- what ' s his name .. • 

I<P: Poepot'O!? 



DCC 22-10 

GB: No, not Sam Poepoe -- Ha waiian, big guy, part-Hawaiian, he was on 
the Board oF Directors at th~;Jt time. (Sam Fuller) • I think the 
plC3ce thC3t we missed, and missed badly ..• You r··emernber Chr~is Holmes' 
house the!~e? 

KP: Oh, that would have been a gr•eat thing. 

GB: We were of'fered two acr~es} the main house snd tw~J side things that 
werr-: used fa!~ servants' quarters and gar• ages, and could have been 
used for juniors, on each side. Had a kitchen that was big e nough 
to handle a hotel. 

KP: Yes, I've been in that . 

GB: You know, bef'ore they converted it to Queen ' s Surf~ .•. No, wait a 
minute, wh a t was the name of the restaur~ant ther~e? Spence We<•ver~ 
put in a restaurant. 

KP: Yes. Spence Weaver took over. 

GB: But we were rJfferr~d that. I nay Makinney - you remember' I nay Makinney -
Kenneth . 

KP: Inay was an old buddy of mine. 

G8: Well, he and his gr~oup off'er•ed it to us. 

KP: Wow! I never heard that. 

George, you have been a tremendt-:J~..Is help to the Club as an active 
member of the Buildings and Gr·ounds Committee. As 21 memb<-~r of this 
committee for many years could you give us some idea of the many 
ct-ranges th~~t took place st the new Club. You got in ther~e shor-tly 
af'te1~ the Club moved to the new location, didn r t you? 

GB: I don r t exactly , .. em ember the date. I changed a 1 ot of the planting, 
some of it was in the wr~ong places , we shifted them around. I <3dded •• 

. . . N ow~ what we are tr~ying to stop is the kids from putt.ing their· 
5<31 ty sw~fboards on alJ. tr1e pl a nts . 

KP: Is tt1at right? They're killing them, eh? 

GB: Oh, they r ve been doing i t for years. I have been tr .. ying to stop it 
s ince the Ye 21r One, but nobody wants t o ... 

KP: I know when they fir-st moved in there was some tslk about cuttinS) 
dawn some of' the o.ld ironwoods - the il~onwood trees~ they were 
going to cut them down. 

GB: On our frontage. 

KP: Yes, on the Frontage. 
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GB: Well, I don 1 t think they'd let us - that is not aur~s. 

KP: Oh, th"'t wss on the sidewalk, I see. 

GB: Yes, on the other~ side of i:he sidewalk. 

KP: So you couldn't have dane that anyway. I remembe!~ U1ere was same 
t a lk ••. 

GB~ I know a City and County guy came to me and said the tr•e.es wer-e up­
rooting all the sidewalk and we 1 d have t o do all tht"J s.idew alk over·. 
I said, "Well, I am going to have to cut a hell of a lot of roots 
off thost~ trees. 11 He says, "For~get about the tr~ees. Forget <;:~bout 
it, leave the roots there. u Not having Neal Blaisdell, of cowr··se 
I had the same p!··oblem w i th Kahala Sportswec;Jr·· -- the sidewalk was 
all falling t:!par~·t and tht:?Y told me I had to do it, so I called Neal 
and he said , ''Forget about it.n 

KP: Neal was the gre<~test Mayor~ we evet~ h<;d l and a gr~ea·t guy. 

GB: A gre<?Jt guy. I w<=JS ver~y fond of him, She's still alive, isn 1 t 
.she? 

KP: I think so. I think she lives in the old home of the side of Kairnuki 
ovet~look ing •.. you can see o ut to Koko He ad f r om her home. 

GB: She was a nice gal. I was very fond of her. 

KP: S h e was teachin g right up e ven aft er he went out of office , up 
un til just a rew yeat~s ago , she ret:i. r~ed. 

Now getting back to the Ou t rigger , aga in, I don 1 t t h ink I 've ever~ 

seen th e Club l ook bettet~ than recently. How d o ymJ a ccount for that ? 

GB: I 1 v e been o n the Buildings & Ground s now for eleven y ears. I .live a 
bl ock a way. I go d own evei"Y mor~ning and tell the boys wh<;'lt to do 
and what to trim. You a r e limited in what y ou CC!n d o - certain 
a t-eas, you k n o w. There' s t ha t space in f r ont of the pri v .ate dining­
room 1 makai - the little lana i t here? 

KP: Oh, yes. 

GB: The wind, the cur·r ents, everything comes Koko Head-w a y a nd hits 
that corn e r•. I tetnpot~arily ~1ave s o rne plywood to protect the naupaka 
and the pi ttespor·~H11 variegated, to get the stu Ff to g r o w , b u t I've 
had to repl a ce three sets of plants out there . The salt water comes 
u p •• . 

KP: ... and kills them , eh? 

GB: Sure i t kil l s them . 
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KP: How about sea gt~ape. Have you <: ver t~~ied sea gr-ape? 

G8 ~ They grow into a big tt~ee, yeah. 

KP: Too big , eh? 

GB: We want something to grow into a sort of hedge. The Elks CI.ub would 
star~t scr•ea ming if we blocked their- view. 

KP: Oh~ oh , of course. 

GB: I put i n two sets of naupaka in ther~e 9 and they went, finally. 
Then, I dug t.tp a .lot of the soil and I put in cinders f"or bett:er·· 
draina ge and I put holes in the wall. 

I<P: Yes. 

GB: Now therev5 that -· I arn t r•ying to think or his name, the man who 
was head of 01..tr Building & Grounds last year - just came back f"rom 
CElli Forn i a. He was at the Balboa Bay ClLJb and he said r•ight where 
tl"le waves splash up on it, these people put six Foot high stl-ips 
of heavy gl a ss. In thst case t he Elks Club coulctn r t complain be­
cause t hey would look right through it. It would hsve to be hm;e d 
down periodically every other~ dsy, and it would p r·ot:ect all ·the 
p l ants. S o I em going t o b1~ i n g i t up at the next me e t i n g . 

KP : It wi l l cost: an a r·m a n d a l eg , b u t i t woul d probably b<--; worth i t . 

GB : I th i nk .i t woul d . I mean we ar·e getting thm.:,;,a ex tt~a bathrooms 
f inished for the he l p now. Do you know how many ·toi l e ts an d W2lSh·­
bas ins we hsd fot- t h e ferm:~l s h e lp , a n d how many for the men ? 

KP: No i dea . 

GB : Two t oi l ets a nd o ne wash bas in -For each g r oup.. I tol d t hem sbou t; 
six or eight mon ths or mor e ago, I 5ai d , at l east I waul d l ike the 
p eop le wait i ng on me to have clesn han ds . 

GB: Th at's why t h e y have c u t t he len gth or t h e Boa rd Room a n d p u shed i t 
out towar d ·th e str~eet. 

KP: Now p u s hing tha t Boa11 d Ro om ou t tow sr~ct s thr: str eet wiJ.l cu t s l ot 
o f you r l a ndscaping out of ther e . How d oes .. . I t wilJ cut a J ot o f 
the lsndscap ing aut - your p 1 an ·ts . 

GB: Tllat whale a r·ea i s shot , now , I hav e to d o i t a l l over sga.i. rr . I am 
n ot goin g to do i t my sel f . I sm going to get a youn g landscaper in 
to wot~k with me . 

KP: You j u s t have to mov e a l ot of those p l ants back, I guess , 
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GB: When they were put i n they were about this high, now they are tre­
men dous . They've grown up a nd their r oots are up like that, level 
with the walls on the gar·age side -a part of it- and l evel with 
the wal l s towards the juniors' dressingroom and t11e passageway 
ther~e n ear the ladies' dressingr•oom. 

KP: So how are you going to plant a n y stuff in ther~e? Ar~e you going to 
get a d!-ill and dr~i.ll through those r~oots and hope to Christ ever~y-­

thing grows? 

GB: Its like the ar-ea next to the Colony Sur··f . There a r e eight 01~ nine 
coconu t trees in ther~e and about six sea gr .. apes and several brassaia. 
This is just a solid root structure . 

KP: So you can't grow a n y small plan·t;s •.• 

GB: What I wanted to do ••. I don't know if you have noticed when you go 
to t h e snack bar~ , you notice those little wal ls against the wall 
t h et-e? 

KP : Yeah. 

GB: 1 put those up. That was a mess - the messiest c:u~ea in 'l:h(~ Club. 
1 have a variegated brassaia in there , I pl anted i·t. I wanted to 
do it a long the wal l to i:he Colony Surf'. To go l ike this, see, on 
i~hat ledge seat there 1 a ll t;hat old r~edwood is ter·rni te eaten and I 
wan t to take that out and jt.tst put a s ix inch wa1l, t:he width of a 
tile, about 18" all the way b ack to the Colony Sur~f , fi n ish i·t like 
the oth<-:!r"' wall, paint i·t; the same color , so I could come in with a 
Foot of' soil. 

KP: Dh, I see, I see. 

GB: Otherwise, you have to get in there with a post llold digge1~ to cut 
thr~ough the roots to get anything to grow . 

KP: •. . a nd if you put in rich enou gh s oi l you c ould ge·t a n ice root 
structure there. 

Now , they pu t in about eighty coconut trees tl<ere, I understand, 
when we moved in to the Club. 

G8: Well, thr-ee of them went bad - o n e on the haw terrace 
end. That died 1 c1ne next to it i n the sand, and then 
back of the area by the garage where we are working. 
complete l y hol l ow to the top. 

KP: Is there some bug here? Di d some bug "hit it"? 

GB: Termites . 

KP: Te rmites. 

at the Ewa 
the one in 
That was 

George, you were w.i th the Club in the old location for many, many 



DCC 22·-14 

year~s. In f'act you remember~ the old Hui Nalu spot i n t he mid­
twenties. 

GB: Yup. 

KP: Was this a blow to you wt1en we had to move out of' that J. ocatiar·e 

GB: Cer~tainly was , because the surf is sa much bette!'~ d own t he r·e. 

KP : I s that why you stayed at the Uluniu Swimming Club? 

GB: That 1 s right. I had o n e board ti·rer~e and r:1ne I kept up at the new 
Club because the surf was sa much bette1~. 

KP: When Castle was u p you'd go dawn to the Outr~ igger. 

GB: Today with the mobs we get •• • I r~emember in the old days at t he Blow 
Hole we used to compl ain when there were ten people aut there. To­
day there would be a hundred . Its wall-to-wall bodies ther e. 

KP : Its just too crowded. 

GB: Its just too cr-owded> but; ·the surf where we are n ow is nothing in 
comparison ·to what we had at Blow Hole, Popular, all that. 

KP: Yeah 1 I remember back in thosci! days old L orr· in ThurstrJt"l going a·· 
cross with his big board -· you remember his big boar-d? He usf'~d to 
go like a bat out o~ he ll. 

BG: Yeah, well I had one hollow one Rudy Choy made that was 13 feet, 
we i ghed 85 J.bs., outside anything I've ever s een - no skeg , just 
a regular shape. 

KP: Now, you went thr~ough a l l the boards didn't you, like you h a d a 
redwood? 

GB: Yeah. I mean the ~irst r~edwoad I ever got, Abe, one of the beach­
boys said to me, "Keok i ·' you got to ge t a board," a n d J. said, 
"Yeah. ' ' He said, "OK, l et 1 s go down to Lewer-s & Cooke t ·omorrow. r! 
OK. So we go down a nd they h ave thes£~ blanks that are , what, 20 
feet long, 'four .in ches thick, a nd I don!t know, 20" wide . We 
start lifting them. I said , nHey, not getting lighter, they• r~e 

getting h eavier, 1 et 1 s t a ke No. 2 • 11 Sa we take No . 2 , pay f'or it -
no kiln dr~ied then. They put it up under a tin r oof to dry and six 
months l atter~ we ca.l.l .them up, they cut it in h a lf' a nd deliver i·t, 
and r~ight in f'ront of that vacan t lot nex t to the Moana, you k r1ow, 
where the new Sut~rr ider is there was a big vacant l ot . 

KP: Yes, I remember that . That was the JJdd property . 

GB: The ..l.rdd property, that's right. And we star-t work ing on it, 
getting it in shape. Of course, I didn ' t know a ny thing a bout 
shaping I was just following what Abe was telling me. And we gat 

it down until we could get it ssnde d, all the wa y - got to sand 
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it down. The damned thing weighed a bout 85 or 90 .lbs . 

KP: Yeah . I had one of t h ose. 

GB: Had to carry it down to Kapili, that l ittle street between upper~ 
and lower Cle ghor·n. 

KP: Yes, yes. 

G8: Up to the second floor· - I had hor~ses th~".!r~t~. Fir~st yot.J put on one 
coa-t of 1 in seed oil. Peop l e told me you can 1 t: do that , and I said 1 

" Yes, y ou can." After~ it is put on, in 24 hours you wipe off the 
sur·pJ.t.rs. You don't put var~nish on because varnish dries from the 
inside out . You put shellac on because shellac dries fr~om the out­
side in. And the shel l ac seals , you see. Seals the linseed . Then 
you put on one coat o f shel lac, two coats of varnish, four or five 
coats of varnish, and in those d ays we didn't have wax. I am sure 
you remember that. 

KP: I don t t remember when we star-ted using wax. I guess it was when we 
began using the lighter boards . 

G8: Yeah. We L t we didn't have wax. So, I don't remember whe'l:;her- it 
was Ab e or one of the other beachboys came to me. He came out with 
a b ig salt shaker~, the type they u se in the ki·tchen 1 you know, for 
a big qu a ntity. So on the next to last coat C>f varl"lish on t lle tLJP, 
about four feet up towards to the for~w at·•d - fou r C.)r~ five feet -
while it was wet we put salt on it. Then you le!t it dr·y a nd then 
you put the final. ccJat on , but you 1 ve got a textw~ed sur· f ace. 

KP: A little bit rough. So you didn't slide, 

GB: Not enough to cut your body; but enough to give a little textur~e 
so your f ee t could grip a litt l e bit. 

KP: I' 11 be damned . That is ext,~emely i nteresting . 

GB: It is ... 

KP: I' v e nev e r hear~d of it. 

GB : It is . You are n ot the only old timer- who has no1~ hear·d of i t. 

KP: Now, do you r~emember whE!n we first convel-ted ·to the skeg':' 

GB: Dh, yeah 1 yeah. 

KP: We j ust used our old boal-ds, cut a groove in the back to fit the 
skeg i n , and then we ' d go i n to the Moana Hotel and swipe a couple 
of wax cups to wedge in the side so the thing wouldn't slide out. 
Remember that? 
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GB: Yeah. 

KP: Then on a big wave, you'd be going acr oss and the paper cup would 
s lid e out . (Laugh) . Then you'd lase contJ~ol. 

GB: Then you'd b e going dawn backwa•~ds to the n ose of the board. I 
r•emember thai:. There was a time when the boar d I was u sing was 

a Hui Nalu deel, was gon e scJ I grabbed a n old clunker there and 
I 1 ve had t h ose things just spin at~ound. Thet~e you cn~e goin g down 
backwar~ds with the whole front, o f the board coming a t: you . 

KP: Now, whe n yow first moved to the new Club- Kalakaua at Waikiki, not 
Ka piolani Park - wel~en 1 t y ou interested in havir1g a paddle tennis 
court put in? You a n d Kay , was it? 

GB: Ye s , I wan ted a paddle tennis court p u t • • • yau are talking about 
the new Club, n ow? 

KP: Yes. Where the volleyball courts were . 

GS: Yeah , OK. Not u p her e . 

GB : Well Harold Kay, I don't ·think you remember him . 

KP: Oh, I remember him well . Local attor n e y . Mart~ied one of Cl ar·ence 
Cooke's d aughters . I k n ew the f am ily well. 

GB: Haro ld and I wer~e grea·t paddle tennis p l ayers, and there was room 
enough at the new Club ther~e nex t to the Moana. 

KP: Ah , yes. 

GB: • •• on t he roar . We got a quote. We COL!l d put a paddl e tenn is 
COLirt in ther e wi ·th the wi1~e mesh clear u p to the top so that t h e 
balls wouldn ' t l a nd aut on Ka l akau a Ave nu e on t h at b uilding - a n 
t h e locke r r oam building and the offi ce bui l ding . We got "d.inged" 
by the volleyball. pl. ayE~rs a n d I c a nT t J~emember the exact: arno1Jr1't -
it was qui te a long t ime ago , i·t was 194 1 or 1 42 - H c:u~oJ.d a n d I 

were each putting u p . . • 

KP: Thi s is Har~old Kay? 

GB: Yes ••. enough to build i ·t - I thi n k it was around $400 or $ 450 
each. The n we were dinged. I don t t know what Har~old did, but 
the Club was a l ittle shor t or money in those days . 

KP : Yes it was goin g through a r o u gh time. 

GB : So I told them . You keep my $400 as advan ce dues . 

, '• , 
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KP: Uh-uh. 

GB: So ••• but, I didn't get my paddle tennis court. 

KP : You were C'JtJt of packet on that one, huh'? Well the Club rseeded a 
lot o f help. Remembe r in 1 39, 1939, they passed by-laws whet~e 
they wer·e giving ·term bands, you might call it, for~ 25 years and 
you 1 d psy advance d1..tes aves~ a peri ad of yeat~s. I think i. t was 
'39 and then it was to go 011 t hrough 1960. 

GB: I know I paid $350 1 $400 , $450 adv<>nce dues on the money I put up 

far the paddle tennis court. 

KP: You also got a term - 10-year term bond in 1944, I understand from 
the rec01~ds. 

I imagine that if there we re not a lot of you guys who did that 
the Club might have gone aut of existence . Wi ·thout the work of 
Walter "Mac", Walter Macfarlane, really did an awful J. ot f ar the 
Club during those days . 

GB: Well, I figure it this way. If' I could afford ·that money For half 
the p addle tennis court, I could afford to leave that money with 
the Club to help them out of the tough spot they wer~e in. 

KP : Oh, yes . Yes , they have been ir1 a nd out; . I think it was in the 
l ate 60's when they finally pushed over the $ 1 million mar-k . Re­
member that? 

GB: Ye ah. 

t<P: And, even the net oper ating r esults were a bou t $70,000, and the 
Clu b has done very we ll sin ce then. 

I t might be interesting, George, just to give a little something 
on dues. What were the dL1es when you joined for instance ? How 
muc h did it cast you in initiation fee to join? 

GB: Originally? 

KP : Yes, originally, back in 1 35. 

GB: Thirty-five bucks. And the dues were, I think, $1 . 75 a mon th . 
We had ·th at old wooden shack with cold water showers . 

KP: Ah , yes. 

GB: You remember that'? 

KP: Yes, yes. 

GB: Nothing g l amorous. We had 1 ockers for surfboards. We didn 1 1.~ even 
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ge t towels. We had to Furn ish our o wn t owels, and t h ere was not hing 
glamorous, I can assur e you . Whe n you came in l ate, b ecau se a Fte r 
wor k I ' d go sur fin g, s ometi mes being guide d by t h e li g h ts o f t h e 
Royal Hawai ian. 

KP . (Laugh) 

GB: With a dark boar·d , it was ve ry scar·y 1 because i r y ou last your· 
board you'd never see i t aga in . 

KP : Did you ever lose a b oard? 

GB: Never did . 

KP : Ne ve r did. 

GB : Oh when I'd ge t i n so far , I 'd l i e down a n d stop stand ing up . Re ­
member old Fred Cordes? 

KP: Sure ~ s ure. 

GB : Fred came in with t h at l ong hollow board - it was again late i n 
the e vening - lost t he board a nd he couldn't find it . 

KP : Fred was an amazing man , e v en in his hote 70s and ean-J. y 80s . He 
joi ned the f e ll ows o n t b at - remembe1~ th a t r e l a y al~ound t he I s l a nd'? 
Whe re e ach gu y we n t , mayb e , F i ve mi l es .. . 

GB : That ' s ·the way h e died. 

KP : I s it. 

GB: Yes. Fre d was 79 a nd h e s t a r ted j ogging t hree mi l es a day , or 
someth i ng like t hat - fou r miles , or whatevet~ - u p on the Ala Wai. 
Back a nd forth , back a n d • • • 

KP: I didn't k n ow t hat. 

GB : • • • and, h e dr opped dead t h ere . 

KP: I didn r t realize t h a t, I thou g h t. h e d i e d o f" c an cer . 

GB : Up towar-ds McCully , a nd his son came b y a n d ide n t i f" i ed him. And 
the n ·the y called his wi f e - she was a great o l d gal . 

KP: S he s t i ll is. 

GB : She's stil l a l ive? 

KP : Yes. 

GB : The p o l ice call e d her , an d said would you l ike to come down a nd 
i den ·ti r y your hu s b a n d? S h e said , uNo , my son has a l ready seen h im 
a n d I 'd much rather~ remember- h.im t h e way he was whe n h e l.ef't the 
apartment e a l-.lie r thi s mor~ning with a sm i le on h i s face , u 
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KP: Wonderful. Wonderful. That sounds like Mrs. Cordes . I om no·t 
s ure if she is sti ll alive, but I r·ecal1 her at Central Un ion 
Church not too marly yeat~s ago, a nd of coUf~se, t he son is still 
active ••• 

GB: On the Mainland - travelling - I have the keys on a gold chain so 
that I don't take them out and leave them a ny p l ace, they at~e 

r~ight here, the keys to my sLii teases, and so for th and so an, and 
my safety deposit box here, so when I get bar;k I don 1 t have to 
lot'Jk f'or keys , Wel1 1 Fred had a gold chain, a snake chain as they 
caJ.l them, b eautiful gold chain. It had to be thi s long- 24". 

KP: Oh. 

GB: Mine was a rather skimpy little th i ng b y comparison a nd I u sed to 
kid him. I said, "Fred, i f this eve1~ disappear s, you know wher·e 
to come and look for it." I'd kid him. So, er, this was a gift -· 
a 50th wedding anniversary gift that she had given him - so h e told 
her • • • so after Fred died, she called me on e day. She said, tti am 
l eaving that chain f or you at the Outrigge r desk, because I am sure 
Fre d would have wanted you to h ave i t." 

KP: Isn't tha t great:? Fantestic. Fa n-tastic! 

G8 : The t hing h as got ·to be worth, I don' ·t know, $500, m- more. 

KP : Well, George, t his has been extremely interesting. The Club owes 
you a t remendous amount - of thanks for your goin g down to the Club . 
You go there a n hour or two a day, d on'-t you? 

GB: They made me a L iFe Member, yDLt know. 

I<P: A Life Member is nice, but that hardly takes •.. they owe you, s till 
a lot, b ecause not too many people have ·the time or ·the gr- een t humb . . 
People have told me that you h ave a gt-een thumb. 

GB: I have a gt-een thumb , and a nother thin g, I live a block a way so 
there's no p 1-oblem to go. 

KP : You can get there in two minutes .. Well Get?t .. ge, thsnks v ery much . 
I appreciate it. 

GB : Not a t all. I have a few other things to do the t-e, They've got 
to be done. Slowly, but surely. 

KP: WeLl, you are doing a great job . Thanks very much. 


