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BEORGE BRANDIER
Interview by Ken Pratt

Aumust 8, 1884

This 1s an interview with George Brangier who
has been a membse of the Oubtrigger Canos Club
since 1935. This interview is being conducted
o August 8, 1984, at the home of Ken Pratt,
4847 Aulemi Avenue. The intecvieswer is Kern o
Pratt repressniing the Outrigger Canos Club
Oral History Committes.

Gaorge, before we get into your early days st the Oubtrigger
Canos Club, can you i2ll us & little something about yourselF?

Well, T was born in Frence, came to Californis near San Joss
whera my Tather ran & slcohol distillery for this group in San
Framcisoo -~ he was a pari-owner - and he made a deal with ASH,
Alexander & Baldwln, for molasses. We umed to have storage

tanks in Hilo. The molassegs went into Orockett asnd pact of the
mal asses and dey alfalfa made lnto cattle Feed. The balanos went
down to the distillery nesar San Jose and was distilled inte 180
proof alcohol. Then later thesy mede unout whiskey for the bwo-
it shote.

Ohy yeah.

wreditn the old days. And we used to have 30 coopesrs there making
S50~galion charred barrels all day long, =ight hours a day. Then
it was put into the charred barrels and eventually sent to a dis-
tributor.  What they did with 1t, we didn't know, and dicdn't
parbicularly oare.

¥ see.

Then, the First World War cane along and an englness sald to my
father, you know the resicus from the distillation we used to put -
cump - im the Alviso Creek which sventually landed in San Francisco
Bay - that we make potash out of it., It was reaslly like Finding
gold, you know. Uuring the war we Fligured out - my Father Flgured
out - that he could meke mcetomne ocut of the potash, =nd we were
Furnistiing acetome fo the UuPonts from that perlod on until the

wawe ercied .,

For goodness sske. Now, did yous get into the war yourself at all?

I was too young Forr the First one and ftoo old for the ssocond one.
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I ses, Bubt now, you had fto put in doty in France. Is that righi?

Yes, my Famlly - my Father retired and took the whole Family back
to France, and then he bought the newsgpaper in the small town of
Wiort, where we ceme from because his frierd's son was supposad
to run it aFbter the war. But the boy hed lost both arms end both
legs, so he was a basket cass. 5Bo my father bought the paper and
had my godfather run 1, and they talked him into punning for bhe
Sertate. He said, YThis is ridiculous, Iftve besn gone From the
cagr by For Fifiteen years.Y  And in the old days that's just like
being a foreligner. Well, he ran, snd wes sleched.

That's interesting.

And, eventually he ended up on the Disarmament Commission with
Maginot, but, being & Freoch citizen, I had to do two years?
miditary service, I was gebtiing Fifty centimes a day, which is a
little less tham 100.

{Laggh) You couldn't go out on the town on that. [Laughter].
Wo, I'11 tell you.

Wall, when did you get back to the United States? What year?
Well, T don't knoew IF you want all that sbory.

Well, not too long, we've got to get back to the Outrigger.

Wwall, I got back in 1923 - the encd of 23, the beaglrming of '24 -
via Parmama, where I went broke. I worked Fouwr months as a ftrack
dr-iver. Believe me, in thosse days that was really rough. So
that's when I got beck to Cmlifornia. They made one little
picture in Burlingame, I worked in 1t and I said, I want to
really get imto pictures, so I went to Hellywood. As a matter

af fact I started the same time as Jobn Wayne, Sary Cooper and
Clark Gable.

That's interaesting.

Gary Uooper used to see all the studios aspart From dnlverssl in
those days thet were in Hollywood., Fox was o the corner of Sunssth
ard Western. I remember Gary Gooper standing out in front with
the boots, the jeans, the kerchief and the hat, and the second
assistant director came up and sald, "Hey, you, $3.00 and lunch.?
Hald say, up.” That was a dead tired box lunch - two sandwiches
and an apple - and $3.00. In those days T lived =t the Villsge
I which was about four blocks beyvornd going into Hollywood from
Fax. Then two blocgks beyond that wes Warner Bros. Gla-k Gable,
which wasn't his name then, lived in a garage apariment behindg the
Litkle hotel when I was therse. 0Oh, I was a big shot, I was paying
$10. = week for 3 room and bath. So, Gable was working at Warner
Bros. as & laborer digoing post holes - they were pubtting mew

Farcing around Warner Bros studios there. Wayne never had a
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decent suit of clothes because he drank everything he made so
they had to put him in & mob scene o~ in costums.

Well, sventually hs becams & star.
Oh, sure. They all became stars. I didn't.
But, vou wers in a good many movies.

Oh, sure. I never did snything big. I did extra work, and I did
small parts, T did small scenes hesre and theres. Like, for instance,
Jokhn Ford, the old motion picture producer, was 3 very good friend
of mine. I used to play hearts practicslly every Saturday night
with him, John Wayne, his wife - Mary Ford - Wingate Smith his
brather-in-law, and any time ne had a scensg whetre he wanted @
Frenchman - hotel manager - just & couple of shots. He wanted a
French soldier in the trenches - well, I was elscted.

And you could speak French Fluently, of course.

You never hear it in plctures -« they were silent pictures - it didn't
make a damned bit of difference. He wanted a guy who was a Frenchman.

Now, weren't you in a movie with Duke Kahanamoku?

That goes way back to 18927, on the Roughtriders, and we worked -

Duke worked with us all the time in Texas when we were in San Antonioc
for that picture, for about two months, and we came pack to Hollywood
and there was 3 scene on the beach. See, one day we wers Cubans
fighting the Amerlicans, and the nexbt day we weres Americans Flghbing
the Cubans. (Lasugh). So, that's sl]l of the two months in Texas.
There was 2 scene on a beach. Well the minute I heard that I put a
pair of swim trunks on under my uniform, and I saw the Duke out there
body surfing and I said, "8Brother, 1 have to learn how to do that,”
so I stripped down to my swim trunks asnd I went over and T said,
"Mey , brother, show me,' and he showed me how to bady surf.

{Laugh} ITen't that great. This was at Laguna, eh?

Yeah, Laguna, outside of Laguna a little beach - not right in town,

a little beach outside of town whers there'd be no peoples. So we
became good friends and eventuslly I came over here, the First time
in 1828, and 1 was down on the beach by the exit For the bathers of
the Royzl Hawallisn and Elmer Lee used to have a littles shack there...

Bure, I remember that.

v o oused to sall different things, and Duke was there, and he had
Chick Oaniels, Duckbill, Curley - I don't know, several of the old
timers - and he said to me, "Hey, Keoki, hey, how are you?', so I
wert over and shook hands with him and be introdoced me to the other
beachboys, so I had s Front door entrance to the beach gang.

That was the Hul Nalu bunch?
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Those wetre the beachboys. Oh, the Hul Nalu beaschbovs, ves. As a
matter of Fact one of them said « I had a little dump down on upper
o lowsr Claghorn I was paylng all of 2% bucks a wonth For - and one
of the boys sald, "Where do you change Keoki?" I said, "At home."
"Ehy, noy'’ he sald, "eome in and use Hul Nalu.! That's wheres they
kept the boards. There were no lockers, they were stacksd. So
when you went in to look for your board somebody aslwsys was at
First bresk with it. You had to walt until they came in.

An hour waib, eh?

So I wused their locker room, showers and everything. Dudie Miller
ran the Hoi Nalu, you know.

Sure, he was top man there for years.

And, er, it was interesting to meet that whole gang. They accepted
mey and when they nesded an extre man besides a second cepialn that
they didatt have to pay, I would always voluntser., I wanted to work
out,; get some exercise, so 1 was the third paddle when they had a
big load of tourists.

Then we'dall go fishing. I'd go Fishing with them, and it got to
be sort of a thing, it went on for years. And, even after 1 went
into business Chick would say, ‘'Hey, Keoki, we've dgot some fish For
you,™ and put in an envelops, a brown manlila envelope, a few Fish -
might have been cctopus, but I had a Japenese cook who knew how to
cook it.

So it was to me - I'11 never forget - the first day, the second day
I was on the beach. Do you remember those hau trees before you gotb
to the Moana - the benches therae?

Oh, ves, yes.

I walked in there and put my elbows on the back of those benches,
I watched the surf, the canoes, and I said, "This is it." 1 stayesd.

You were not going back to the Mainland,

No way . No way.

It was a smart decision you made to stay in Hawall.

Oh, sure.

I dont think there's a better place in the world.

Oh, Christ, no.  I'wve besn all over the warld, all the West Indies,
all the islands in the Pacific, islands in the Indian Ocean - the
Seychelles, Mauritios, and on, and on and on. Climatically, we've

got it licked, and as far as a placs to live - this is it.

Well, now, so youwr First introduction to Waikiki beach was at the
Hui Nalu site. When did you joln the Outrigger Canos Club?
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Well, see, I went away, and then I came back. I came back in 1938.
I got & lease or & store in the Dillinghaem bullding - the old Chez
Fierre's restawrant there going makal, and 1 opened a men's shop
there with a partner, Miller - Neil Miller - who claimed he had a
lot of experlence. Then I found ocut later that he'd worked for a
two weeks' Chreigtmas vacstion inm @ men's stors in Los Angeles. 1'd
never run a store. I always felt I knew clothes...and I went on a
puying...He said, *You're dolng all right, vou buy For us," so 1
Boughtit the wholes thing., 1 didntt even know bow to mark those
things at First,

What was the store called?
Miller-Brangier.
T ses,

I put his nane First beosuse mine 1s too hard to pronounce - some
people address me as Brassiere’.

[Laugh)

S0, we started that in 19358, and not knowing any better 1 opsned

the store two weeks before Christmes instead of two months. Butb,

T browsght over lines they’d nobt seen the extent of before; they
hadn't seen this, they hadn't seen that., 1 had a custon tailoriog.
I knaew how to messure beceadse I had all my clothes custom made and
we selected tha materials, and Four weeks later you had yvour sult.

I koew all sbouwt the alierations - shorbten the back a8 littles blt...
and, I don't want to ssem braggedocios, but three days after Ghrist-
mas the First year I was calling the Msinland for more merchesndise.

It was amn lmmediate success.

It was, and then...then the following yvess I ordered twice as muach
merchandiss, but that was the year we had & six-month shipping sbrike
and 1 got my merchandise the Feollowing March after Chreistmas.

Ah-ha.

B, mothing to do, I had bo get something in there, so I bought
hatikas at the East Indla stors)y Jepaness stores I bought Jepanese
prints, and I Found little dressmekers, In the meantims, Nat Norfleeth,
S, had come over asnd he was helping me because Miller had gone back
to the Malnland., He was helplng sell, window dress in the store.

We had shirts made, I had swim ftrunks made, and on and on oand on,

put them in the store and they all sold. So that's when Walter
Flanders - the name is combined -~ and Walter Mac (Maofarlane] wanted
to buy my shap. I had taken Nell - Nell Miller - out of it with a
cashier's gheck, so I was the sole owner. I had gotten him on s boabt
with a caestier's check so he could repay his mother, but otherwlse....
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(58 ¥ They wanted to buy the store so I sold It to them, and I sharted
-~ I #First called it "Branfleset! - the factory For saking sporbs-
wear, half my name and half of Norfleeb's mame. And afier we got
wall establlished =211 over the country, esven London, Paris -
Gailerlie Lafayetts in Paris - David Jomes o Australiz, and all
the Bullocks stores, I talked to them, becsuse we used "Kahala'
as our label in the shirts. 1 ssid, "Don't you think it would be
etitsr to change the name to Kshals Sporitawear?'t and they said,
"Yas." Theres no confusion with it - which we chenged s few years
Iater. As I say, ar, it didn't happen overnight, but we had tham

all - the big ones.
KP: Now, its still im the '30s or are you talking about the '40s7
GE s Oh, we're up into the Fortles, now. 1 mean to give you =n idesm -

B. Altman, thay werse buying For Four blg stores back East - their
operiing order was $185,000 the vear~ I left the company.

Anyway , the thing to me that was so conirary. Nlieman Marcus buyer
cama out. I usuaslly let Morfleset sell becsuse he's a lot mors
patient than I am, I am inclined to be impatient with people when
thay are boo stupld. Sa I was kibitzing -~ in other words 1 was
sititing by to see what was happening, and therse was a print that I
had designed in Japan - we had our prints done in Japan - and we
alse used California band perints from Hersoss Beach that wers all
soreery printed textile. This way we knew we had an exclusive.

KH (Wi BHBE eI

GR: This buyer locked at the little shiritmaker dress and she said, 7T
think that print is berrific, I like that dress." It was a mono-
tone, nothing lowd, just subdued, which I am inclined to llike my-
self. She said, *You know Nieman Marcous won't let us sell =
cotton dress For lsss than $55.7 - thet’'s quite a few years back -

I said, "So.™ "0k, she sald "Nieman won't let us teke g long mark-
up . 850 I said, "That's no problsm, 1711 double the price.!" She
sald, YFine, 1111 taeke 300.%

KPs {Laugh) Nice desl For you, eph?
G682 We were making 40% already!
KP 3 You sald you got hers in 1935, that is about the tims 8111 Mullahey

was putting together his beach services, wasn't it? Do you remember
anything about that?

GB: No, T domtt. Ok, er, I resmember hearing aboubt 1t vaguely, but I
don't really know. :

KF g hotuslly, in the esrly thirties "Toots' Minviells had taslked to
the Bosrd and seid he couwld put togsther a hesch service desl that

worsld be a gold mine.. ...
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we tincer the new Jubrigger Club.
That's right. Thatis righi.
I remembar that now.

But then he went o Molokal For about thres years and in the meat-
while Bill Mullahey came in and they turned to Bill to set that
thing up.

I'm the one who put the garments in that little office.
Im that right?

Kahala Sportswear.

vaeand the Club made good money out of it.

Oh sure. Bubt it...¥ had fto get hold of Val who did the building -
Ossipoff - to put some shelving in there beosuse when "Bally®™ [Lowis)
Hale was running 16, a1l the garments were in s room up by the main
office as you walked in. So iFf he happened to bring the wrong color
o wreong size For g gal who wanted a btwo-plece sullt he'd have to go
all the way back, and forth, so I got Ossipoff to work out scome

desl bto put a miniature storeroom with the bulk up the other end,
bt we had & display so we could show several things at one time.

Al we had pot in at the beginming was Duke Kahesnamoku stuff. Do
your cemenbar the cost of arms and heavy mabtsrial?

Oh, yes, sure.

Two plece suits Fore women, and swim trunks for men, and shirts,
that's all. We didn't have enough room fto put all our other
merchandise there.

Talking about garments, I guesss the Desha law was passed beforse you
got to the Islsmds. Remember the Dasha law on swimming sults where

yau couldntt wear an abbreviated swimming suilt on the street.

D, yeah, I remember that. I belonged to the old ladies’ club when
the Ouitriggesr moved up here,

The Wlunig Swimming Club.

Yes. Youi ocouldn't walk sround unless you had an uandershicrt on owith
Yo swim trurdes,

I Forgot that.

Sure. We'd get out on the beach, take it offf, then we'd walk back
i the Club again and we'd put 1t on sgalin.,
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KPP Now, vou were a member of the Uluniu Swimming Club for a good many
years too, warent't you?

G5B : Mot too long. I joined when we moved up here.
KPz Oh, that lste? I thought vou'd joined long before that.
G8 s Ohy, no. I used to go in there. In fact, they had gotten the Im-

pression that they were golng to be kicked out when the Royal
wartted to pult a8 snack bare in there. I am trying to think of the
manager of the Royal's name at that time. Nice guy. He went to
wortke For.. e ran a bunch of hotels for Rockefeller. I went and
talked with him and T maid, "™Now, look, this would be very bhad
public relations 1IfF you kick these old timers out of here just to
put in @ snack par.® I said, "Isn't there some way that we could
share with you?" He sald, "Weés, yes George, I won't kick them
adt, T'1l just use part of it, use the chairs and tables so people
carn sit down and eat and have a countsr whers they make the sand-
wiches.' So I went back to the gals, and I said, "You don't have
to move., Isn't that great - just share.! They said, "Really?'
"touire all set...from the head man's mouth.'  And ther, you re-
memer that dance studio that was on the Royal Hawallar's groonds?

KF 2 Dary Wallace? Yes, sure.

G0 In & two-story grass shack. I worked on somethimg that iF the old
gales had to move out of there...I tslked with Midkiff who was a
trustee, . .

K g Frank Midikiff.

GB: voe0f Bishop Estate. I bkalked to him and a cowuple of other peopls,

ancd I got Frank Slsvsky to draw some plans, which he was doing
gratis for the club, because he was using the club - just his cost -
that we could put in the old ladies' club thers in that two shtory
grase shack .,

KP: Would have been s natural.

GHy Surme .

KPj Walk 2 few more feel, but whah the heok...

GB: Tt would have been & little tight. Therse was even @ room with a

bar-kitchen For a goy bto take cars of 1t asnd live there. We would
Mot use the Rayal Hawalliasn chalrs and btowels. We'd just use the
besch., This was fine. Bub the gels wouldn’it go forr b, ALl the
work: bo be done and a thousand g month.,

KF e Dirt cheep.

GB 1y What the Royal wanted. Buft the thing that killed the desl was that
thers was about $60,.000 oxpensss o put in the slub.
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KPe Oh, I see. I ses. They nhad a pretdty good portfolio of investmernths,
Gz Sure, but they didn't want to go for that amount, and they wers
talking about moving out to Lale. 1 sald, "Now, walt a minute.

Laie! How many people do you think are going all the way out bo
Lale just to get & swim after work? That's ridicolous. It hes
to e closer in, accessible." Then we were working on anothse
thing, &r...1 can't think of the nasme of lt...the geals had a club
down there in Walkiki right next to QDeRussy .

K# s Ofy, that was the Waikiki Swisming Club. Yes, I remember that.
Actuslly I think that was the YWCA.

G Right, Rignt., Well, I wes ftrying to work 8 deal For there, yvou
krow, it would be that close.

KF 3 Nice littlis plece.

GBg Yeah, yesh. Yes, bub you had, what, eight parking stells?

KPPz A, yes.

GB: Armd, they were all chsined of f. So yoou come,; doubls parbk, you go

in and get the key to your stall, put your car in, and then when
yourTd. take your car out you'd have Bo lock it up asgain and teke

the key back to the office. So, there was no way we could do it.
I was grasping at anything that might work to keep them close in.

KP s - .
GR: But, we had it for, I don't know how long, with the Royal - I

think a couple of years or somebhing like that. I was able bo Fix
up mome aof the dressingrooms.

Kz I thimk they Finally lost the lease around '688.

GB: Something like that.

KF: .o cand mome of them were very happy with the home out thers at
Lalie. I went out and looked at 1t, its not s bad place. IF you

don't have any other place to go, it was aoreat,

Gis You took the words right out of my mowth. If you don't have any
other place to go.

K Weall, we were very Fortunate at the Cubrigger Cenoe Club that some
of the Board and obther pesople were Far sighbed enough to latoh on
to that Elks Club properiy. Do oyou know any of the background on
that purchase?

(583 Mo. Sam - whabts his name...

KR Fospoa?
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Na, not Sam Pospos - Hawailan, big guy, part-Hewalian, he was on
the Board of Uirechors at that time. (Sam Fuller]. I think the
place that we missed, and mnissed badly...You remsmber Chiels Holmes?®
house There?

Oh, that would have been a great thing.

We wers offered two acres, the main house and two side things that
ware used For servants' guerters and gerages, snd could have bean
usad For junlors, on sach side. Hed a kitchen that was blg enough
to handle a2 hobel.

Yesm, I've been in that.

You know, beforse they converted it to Quesn’s Surf. . No, walt a
mimute, what was the neme of the restesurant there? Spence Weaver
put in a restaurent.

Yes, Spsnce Weaver took over.

But we were offered that. Inay Maklinmey - you renemnber Inay Makinney -
Kerypyerth .

Inay was an old buddy of mine.

Well, he and his group offered Lt o us.

Wow! T nmever heard that,

Gzorge, you have besn a btremendous help to the Club as an active
member of the Bulldings and Grounds Commities. As 2 member of Hhis
commitiese for many years could you give us some ldes of the many
changaes that took plesce at the new Club. You got in there shortly
after the Club moved to the new locabtion, didn't you?

I don't exactly remesmbae the dete. I changsd a lot of the plenting,
some of 1t was in the wrong places, we shifted them around. 1 added..
.. Mow, what we are trying to stop is the kids from putting their
salty surfbosrds on all the plants.

Is that right? They're killing them, eh?

Oh, they've been doing it for years. 1 bave been trying bo stop it
since the Year One, but nobody warts to...

I know when they Filirst moved im there was some talk about cubting
down some of the ald ironwoods - the lbronwood teses, they were
moing to ocut them down.

Ory our Fron bage .

Yes, on the frontage.
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Well, I domtt Ehink they'd let us - that is nob ours.,
Oh, that was on the sidewslk, T see.
Yem, on the othes side of the sidewallk,

S0 vou couldntt have done that anyway. 1 remember thers was some
talk. ..

I kmow a Sity and County ouy came to me and sald the tress were up-
rooting all the sidewaslk and we’d have to do all the sidewalk over.
I said, "Well, I am going to have to cub a bell of a lot of roots

off those trees.'" He says, "Forget about the tress. Forget sabout
it, leave the roobts there.'" Not having Neel Blasisdell, of courss
I hed the same problem wilth Kahbals Sportswear - the sidewslk was

all falling spart and they told me I had to do it, so I called Nesl
and he sald, "Forget about it.n

Neal was the grestest Mayor we ever had, and & grest guy.

A great guy. I was very Fond of him. She's still slive, ilsn't
she?

T thirdk s, I think she lives in the cld home of the side of Kailmukl
avarlooking...you can see ot bto Keko Mead from her home.

She was a mice gal. I was very Fond of her.

She was teaching right up even after be wenlt out of office, up
weitil just a few yvesrs sgo, she retired.

Now gebting back te the ODutrigger, again. I don't think I've ever
seen the Club look betier than recently. How do you account For thaet?

ITve been on the Bulldings & Grounds now For sleven yesrz. 1 live =@
block away. I go down every morning and tell the boys what bto do
and what to trim. Yoo ace limited in what you pesn do - certain
areas, you know., There's that spece in froot of the private dining-
room, makai -~ the little lanai there?

The wind, the curcents, sverything comes HKoko Head-way and hits

that corner. I temporarily have some plywood to protect the naupaks
argd the pltitesporum variegabtsd, to get the stuff o grow, but I've
Mad to replase three sets of plants cut there. The salt water comes
1o I

eoomnidd kills them, eh?

Sura it kills them.
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How about ses grape. Have you ever btrled ses grspe?
They grow into a big btree, veah.
Too big, eh?

We want something to grow inte 3 sort of hedge. The Elks Club would
start soreaming 1f we blooked their viaw.

Ohy, oh, of course.

I put in two sets of naupska in thera, snd they went, Fimally.
Thern, I dug up s lot of the seil and T put in cinders for betier
drainage and I put holes in bthe wall.

Yer.

Now there's that - I an frying to think of his name, the man who
was heasd of our Buillding & Grounds last year - just came back from
Californis. He was st the Belboa Bay Olub and he ssid rlght where
the waves splash up on it, these people put six foot high strips
of heavy glass. In thai case the Elks Club couldn't camplain be-
cause they would look right through it. It would have to be hosed
downy perliodically every other day, and it would protect all the
plants, So I am going to bring it up at the next mesting.

It will cost an =re oand & leg, but it would probably be worih i1t.
I fthink it would., I mesn we ara getting those exiters bathrooms
Finished for the help rnow. Do you know how many bollebs and washe-
basine we had Ffor the Femals help, and how many for the men?

Mo idea.

Two toilets and one wash bosin For easch grogp. I told them about
six o eight months o more ago, I said, at least I would like the
people walting on me to have clesn hands.

So thay are putting in several.

That's why they have cut the length of the Board Room and pushed 16
ot toward the street.

Mow pushlng that Board Room out towards the astreet will cut = lob
of your landscaping out of there. How does... It «will cut 2 lof of
the landscaping out - your plamtbs.

That whale areas iz shot, now, I have to do it all over agasin. I am
not going to do it myself. I am going to get & young lsndscsper in

to work with me.

You just have to move a lot of those planits back, I puess.
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When they were put in they were about this high, now they asre tre-
mendous. They've grown up and their roots are up like that, level
with the walls on the garage side - a part of it - and level with
the walls towards the juniors' dressingroom and the passageway
there near the ladies' dressingroom,

So how are you going to plant any stuff in there? Are you going o
get & dirill and dreill threough those roots and hope to Christ every-

thing grows?

Ite like the ares next to the Colony Surf, There sre eight or nine

coconut trees in there and about six ses grapes and several brassals,

Tiis is just a solid root structure.
So you can't grow any small plants...

What I wanted to do...I don't know if you have noticed when you go
to the snack bar, you notice those little walls against the wall
there?

Yezeaby .

I put those up. That was a mess - the messlest area in the Club.
I have a variegated brassala in there. 1 planted it. 1 wanted to
do it along the wall to the Ccolomy Surf. To go like this, ses, on
that ledge seat there, all that old redwood is termite esaten and I
warnt to tzke that out and just put & six ineh wall, the width of a
tile, asbout 18" all the way back to the Colony Suef, Fimish it like
the other wall, paint it the same color, sc I could come in with =
foot of soil.

Oh, I see, 1 see.

Otherwise, you have to get in there with 3 post hold digger to cut
through the roots to get anything to grow.

savand AF you put in rich enough soil you could get a nice root
structure theres.

Now, they put in about eighty coconut trees there, I understend,
whan we moved in to the Club.

Weell, thrree of them went bad - one on the hau terrace at the Ewa
ernc.  That died, one next fto it in the sand, and then the one in
back of the ares by the garage where we are warking., That was
completely hollow to the top.

Is there some bug here? {id some bug "hit 177

Termites.

Termlies.

George, you were with the Club in the old location Ffor many, many
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years. In fact you remember the old Hui Nslu spot in the mid-
twenties.

Yup.

Was this a blow to you when we had to move oult of that location?
Certainly was, because the surf ls so much better daown dthere.

Is that why you stayed at the Uluniu Swimming Club?

That's right. 1 had one boerd there and one I kepbt up at the new
Club becsuse the surf was so much better.

When Castle was up you'd go down to the Outirigger.

Today with the mobs we get...Il remember in the old days at the Blow
Hole we used to complain when there were ten people out there. To-
day there would be a hundred. Its wall-to-wall bodies there.

Its just too crowded.

Its just too crowded, but the surf where we are now is nobhing in
comparison to what we had at Blow Hole, Popular, all that.

Yeah, I remember back in those days old Lorrin Thurston goling ae
cross with khis big board -~ you remember hils pig bosrd? He used to
go like a bat out of nhell.

Yeah, well I had onz hollow ons Rudy Choy mads that was 13 feet,
weighed 85 lbs., outside anything I've ever seen - no skeg, just
a regular shape.

Now, you went through all the boards didn't you, like you had a
redwood?

Yeah. I mean the First redwood I ever got, Ahe, one of the beach-
boys said to me, "Keoki, you got fto get & boasrd,” and 1 said,
"Yeah.™ He said, "OK, let's go down to Lewers 6 Cooke tomorrow.'
OK. So we go down and they have these blemks that are, what, 20
feet long, four inches thick, and I don't know, 20" wide. We
start l1ifting them. 1 said, "Hey, not getiting Lighber, they'rs
getting heavier, let's take No, 2. So we btaks No. 2, pay For it -
ma kiln deled then. They put Lt wp under a2 tin coof to dey and six
months latter we call them up, they owut it in half and deliver it,
and right in front of that vacant lot next to the Moana, you krnow,
where the new Sucrfrider is theres was a big vacant lot.

Yes, I remember that. That was the Judd property.

The Judd praoperty, that’s right. And we start working on it,
getting it in shape. 0OF course, I didn't know anything about
shaping 1 was just following what Abe was telling me. And we got

it down wuntil we could get it sanded, all the way - got to sand
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it down. The damned thing weighed about 8% o 30 lbs.
Yeah., I had one of those.

Had te carry 1t down to Kepili, that little strest betwesn upper
arnd lower Cleghorn.

Yes, yes.

Up to the second floor - I had horsss there,  First you put on one
moat of linseed oil. People told me you can't do thab, and I said,
"Yem, you can.' After it is put on, in 24 hours you wipe off the
surplus. You dont't pul varnish on because varnish dries from the
inside out. You put shellsc on becauss shellac dries from the out-
side in. And the shellac seals, you see. Seals the linseed. Then
you put on one coat of shellsc, twe coats of varnish, Ffour or Five
coats of varnish, and in thoss days we dida't have wax. I am sure
you remember that.

I don't remember when we started using wax, I guess 1t was when we
began using the lighter boards.

Yeah. Wall we didn't have wax., Sa, I don't remembear whether it
was Abe or one of the other beachboys came bo me. He came out with
@ big malt shaker, the bype they use in the kitchen, you know, For
s big guantity. So on the next to last cost of varhbish on the top,
about Four feet up towards to the Forward - Four or five Feet -
while it was wet we put salt on it., Then vou let it dry and then
yau put the Ffindl coat on, but you've got a textured swurface.

A little bit rough. So you didn't siide.

Not enough to cut your body, but enocugh to give a little textures
s your fest could grip a little bit.

1'1l be damned. That is extremely interesting.

TE G384

L've never heard of it.

It is. You are not the only old timer who has not heacd of 1%,
Now, do you remember whern we First converted to the skeg?

Oh, yeah, yeah.

We just used our old boards, cut a groove in the back to fit the
skeg in, and then we'd go into the Mosna Hobtel and swipe a couple

of wax cups to wedge in the side so the thing wouldn't slide out.
Remember that?
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Yaah.

Then on & big wave, you'd be going across and the paper cup would
slide out, {Laugh). Then you'd loss control.

Then yau'd be going down backwards to the nose of the board. I
rememnber that, There was a time when the board I was using was
a Hul Naluy desl, was gone so I grebbed an old olunker there and
I've had those bhings just spin around. There you are going down
backwards with the whole fromt of the boasrd coming at you.

Now, when you First moved to the new Club - Kalakaua at Walkiki, not
Kapiolani Park -~ weren't you interested in having a paddle tennis

court put in? You and Kay, was it?

Yes, I wanted 3 paddle tennlis court put...you are talking aboutb
the new Club, now?

Yes. Whers the volleyball courits were.

Yeah, GK., HNot up here.

o

Well Harold Kay, I don't think you remember him.

Oh, I remember him well. Loczl attorney. Married one of Clarence
Cookets daughters. 1 knew the family well.

Harold and I were great paddle tennis players, and there was room
enaugh at ths new Club there next to the Moans.

Ah, yes.

vo.on the roof. We got a gquote. We could put a2 paddle temnis
court in there with the wire mesh clear up to the top so that the
balls wouldn't land out on Kalasksua Avenus on that bullding - on
tha locker room bullding and the office bullding., We got "dinged”
by the volleyball players and I can't remember the exasct amount -
it was guite 3 long time ago, it wes 1841 or 42 - Harold and I
were each pubbing up...

This is Harold Kay?

Yes...enough to build it - 1 think it was around $400 or $450
each. Then we were dinged. I don't know what Harold did, but
the Club was a little short of money in thosse days.

Yes it was going through a8 rough time.

So I told them. You keep my $400 as advence dues.
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Uh-uh .

So...but, I didn't get my paddle tennis court.

You were out of poocket on that one, huh? Well the Club needed a
lot of help. Remsmber im '33, 1938, they passed by-laws where
they were giving term bonds, you might call it, Ffor 25 years snd

you'd pay advance dues over a period of yvears. 1 think it was
39 and then it was to go on through 1980,

I know T paid $350, 3400, $450 advence dues on the money T put up
for the paddle tennis cowrt,

You zlso got 3 term - 10-yeasr term bond in 1944, I understand from
the records,

I imagine that if there were not a lot of you guys who did that
the Club might have gone out of existence. Without the work of
Walter Y"Mac?”, Walter Macfarlane, really did an awful Jot for the
Club during those days.

Well, I Figure it this way. If I could afford that money for half
the paddle tennis court, I could afford to leave that money with
the Club to help them out of the tough spot they were in.

Gh, yes. Yes, they have been in and oub. I think it was in the
late 60%Ts when they Finally pushed aver the $1 million mark. Re-
mamber that?

Yeah .

And, even the net operating results were shout $70,000, and the
Club has done very well since then.

It might be interesting, George, just to give & little something
on dues. What were the dues when you joinesd for instance? How
mueh did it cost you in initlation fese to join?

Drigimally?

Yas, ariginally, back in 38,

Thirty-Five bucks. And the duss were, I think, $1.75 a month.
We had that old wooden shack with cold waher showers.

Ah, yes.
You remember that?
Yes, yes.

Nothing glamorous. We had lockers for surfhoards. We didn'ht even
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get towels., We had to furnish our own towels, and there was nothing
glamorous, I can assure you. When you csme in late, because after
work I'd go surfing, sometimes being guided by the lights of the
Royal Hawailan.

K, (Laugh)}

B With a dark board, 1t was very scary, becasuse 1f you lost your
board you'd never see 1t sgaln.

KR3 Did you aver lose a board?

G s Never did.

KPz: Never did.

GB: Oh when 1I'd get in so far, I'd lie down and stop standing up. HRe-

member ald Fred Cordes?
KP: Sure, sure,

GB: Fred came in with that long hollow board - it was again late in
the evening - lost the board and he cousldn't Find 1t.

KPRy Fred was an amazing man, even in hls late 70s and early B0s. He
joined the fellows on that - remember that relay asrournd the Tseland?
Where each guy went, maybe, Five miles...

G That's the way he died.
KPs Is it.
GB: Yes. Fred was 79 and he started jogging thres miles a day, or

somathing like that - four miles, or whatever - up on the Ala Wai.
Back and forth, back and...

KP s I didn't know that.

GB: « o eand, he dropped dead theres.

KP 2 I didntt realize that. I thought he died of cancer,

GB: Us towards MeCully, and hils son came by and identified him. And

thery they called nis wife -~ mhe was a2 great old gal.,

KP s She still is.

GB: She's still alive?

KP Yes.

GB: The police called her, and said would you like to come down and

identify your husband? S5he said, '""No, my son has already sesn him
arrd I%d much rather cemember him the way he was when he left the
apartment earlier this morning with & smile on his Face.!
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Wonderful . Wonderful, That sounds like Mres, Cordes. I an not
sure LF she is stlll alive, but I recall her at Certral Usion
Church not too many years agoe, and of course, the son ias still
active...

On the Mainland - travelling - T have the keys on a gold chain so
that I don't take them out and leave them any plsace, they are
right here, the keys to my sulteases, and so forth and so ony, and
my safely deposit box here, =0 when I geb back T don't heve to
look for kKeys. Well, Fred had a gold chain, a snake chain as they
call them, beaubiful gold chain, It had to be this long - 24",

Oh.

Mine was a rather skimpy little thing by comparison and I used to
kid him. I sald, "Fred, if this ever disappears, you know where

to come and look for it.Y I'd kid him. So, er, this was a gift -
a S0th wedding anniversary gift that she had given him - so he told
her...s0 after Fred disd, she callsd mg one day. She sald, "I an
leaving that chain for you at the Outrigger desk, because I am sure
Fred would have wanted you to have it.”

Tan't that great? Fantastic. Fan-tastic!

The thing has got to be worth, I don't know, $500, o~ more.

Well, George, this has been extremsly interesting. The Club owes
you a tremendous amount of thanks for your going down to the Club.
You go there an hour or two a day, don’t you?

They made me a Life Member, you kriow.

A Life Member ils nlce, but that hardly takes...they ows you, still
a lot, becavse not too mamy people have the bime o the green thumb.

People have told me that you have a green thunb.

I have a green thumb, and another thing, I live a block away so
there's no problem to go.

You can get there in two minutes. Well George, thanks very much.
I sppreciate it.

Mot =t =11. I bave a few other thinmgs to do there. They've got
to bhe done. Slowly, but surely.

Well, you are doing a great job. Thanmks very much.



