
Outrigger at the Volleyball Nationals
by Wally Young with Jerry Ober

The beginnings of  the trip to the 
mainland actually got under way on 
April 17th with the highly successful  
Bouil labaisse party, at which 182 
bottles of  cham pagne contributed by 
Western Airlines,  the “Champagne” 
Airline, were consumed by happy 
Outrigger members. The party was 
most successful  as it provided needed 
funds for the trip.

All the logistics for the trip were 
arranged by team manager Wally 
Young who has years of  experience in 
getting Outrigger teams to the m ain­
land and back. The coaching was 
handled by Dennis Berg who in the 
course of the current season got more 
members  interested in volleyball than 
anyone ever has before.

There  were two teams sent to the 
Nationals,  the AA and the Masters.  
In National tournament  play, the M as­
ters are referred to as the Seniors. The 
first group of players left Honolulu on 
Thursday,  April 27th, arriving in Los 
Angeles on the 28th.

There  were actually two sets of 
National Championships played on 
this trip. T he  first was the AAU 
Nationals,  held at Costa Mesa College 
in Southern California,  followed by 
the U.S .V.B.A.  National Cham pio n­
ships at the University of Utah in Salt 
Lake City.

The A.A.U. Nationals  were a com ­
bination of “ pool” play; two pools,
6 teams per pool, and a single el imi­
nation on the final day of the tour­
nament. Our Senior (Master) division 
team commenced play at 4 :00  p.m. the 
day of their arrival. Even with the 
long hours and t ime change, the S e n ­
iors did very well in their play. The ir  
record for the games played was: 
(1) San Diego, OCC won two games 
straight; (2) Marines, OCC won two 
straight; (3) Balboa Bay Club, OCC 
lost two straight; (4) Los Angeles 
Sokol,  OCC won two straight; (5) Long 
Beach,  OCC lost two games straight. 
Outrigger won 6 and lost 4 in this 
pool and were the winners.

In the last day of play of the tour­
nament playoffs, we won one and lost 
two to San Francisco Olympic Club,

which played the Balboa Bay Club in 
the finals. Outrigger took 3d and Ba l­
boa Bay Club was A.A.U. Champion.

The Seniors won a handsome 
bronze trophy, which is on display in 
the lobby trophy case.

In the AA play for the A.A.U. Na­
tional Championship,  the AA teams 
were comprised of 4 pools of five 
teams each. Outrigger’s team started 
Friday morning,  the 28th of April. 
T he  AA record for the games played 
was:  (1) Long Beach,  OCC won two 
games straight; (2) Balboa Bay Club, 
OCC lost two games straight; (3) New 
York West Side, OCC won two games 
straight; (4) Los Angeles Stars,  OCC 
lost two games straight. Outrigger 
was eliminated from the f inals  and 
tied for 9th  place overall in the tour­
nament.

The games were played to sellout 
crowds at the excellent faci lities of 
Costa Mesa College. Whi le in the Los 
Angeles area, the family of player 
Tom  Madison generously hosted the 
Outrigger AA team in their home on 
Balboa Island near Costa Mesa.  The 
Masters were the guests for two nights 
of  Gay Magee at her home in Long 
Beach.  Gay is May Bald ing’s sister. 
Gay and May also provided the c heer­
ing section for Outrigger, and were 
joined in Salt Lake City by Carol S o r ­
rell, Ernie and Kaipo Young and S h a ­
ron and Tom  Reiner.

Both teams once again boarded 
Western Airlines for their  flight to 
Salt Lake City on Tuesday morning 
May 2nd for the U.S.V.B.A.  Nationals. 
Both teams had carefully packed 
plenty of winter gear, the temperature 
prior to their arrival had been cold 
with 6 ” of snow only five days before. 
Upon their arrival it was 80 degrees 
plus, and beautiful spring weather 
was on hand even at the 4000 '  plus 
altitude.

The Tournament  was held at the 
University of Utah’s new athletic 
center,  which is one of the most out­
standing athletic facilities the writer 
has ever seen. It is a complex perhaps 
twice the size of  the H.I.C. and prob­
ably holds in excess of 22 ,000 people.

There  were five courts available for 
play and all were connected by an 
underground tunnel to the main am­
phitheater where the playoff matches 
were held.

The format for the U.S.V.B.A.  Na­
tionals  was a regular double el imina­
tion play, rather than the pool system 
used at the A.A.U. The Outrigger 
Seniors began play on May 2nd and 
their record for the games played was: 
(1) Summit Y,  OCC won two games 
straight; (2) Hobie Bakers,  OCC won 
two games straight; (3) Balboa Bay 
Club,  OCC won one and lost two.

The Seniors commenced play on 
Saturday May 6th in the losers brack­
et. They played four matches and 
their  record for the series was: (1) Cen­
tral Y of  Honolulu, OCC won two 
games straight; (2) Hobie Bakers,  OCC 
lost one,  won two; (3) San Diego, OCC 
won two games straight.

Outrigger Seniors then appeared 
in the finals in the main amphitheater,  
to face Balboa Bay Club who had not 
played before that day. Outrigger 
lost two games before a crowd of per­
haps 5000  people assembled for the 
playoffs. The Seniors took 2nd place 
and were presented beautiful individ­
ual medals.

The Outrigger AA team started 
play and their record for the series 
was:  (1) Kenneth Allen of Chicago. 
OCC won two and lost one; (2) N.C. A. A. 
All Stars (the team that eliminated 
OCC in last year ’s Nationals) , OCC won 
one and lost two.

In the losers bracket,  the AA team 
scored the following: (1) Rubin ’s five, 
OCC won two games straight; (2) Dallas 
Y, OCC won two games straight; (3) 
Armed Forces All Stars, OCC won 
one, lost two.

In all, there was a total of 97 com­
peting teams at Salt Lake City. The 
quality of play by all contestants was 
outstanding, this was especially noted 
by the United States Olympic Com­
mittee officials who were at the meets 
to make selections for the United 
States team to go to Munich, and the 
United States All Star team.

In the Senio r ’s division, Tom Haine 
was selected first string All American. 
There could be no question in the 
mind of anyone who watched the 
tournament about the outstanding 
quality of T o m ’s play.

(See list of players, page 6)



At its meetings on May 10 and May 
18, 1972,  our Board of  Directors elect­
ed sixteen applicants to membership  
in the Outrigger Canoe Club. We are 
most happy to welcome them to the 
Club,  collectively and individually, 
and hope they will find in its m em ­
bership and its excellent  faci lities the 
things they want most in a private 
club. Let’s get better acquainted —  
soon. Our new members are:

REGULAR
John Roy Sanders 
Jack K. Palk

IN TER M ED IA TE
Stanley Shat tuck Taylor  III 
Will iam Rockett Hodges 
Michele  Sharon St. John

LADY
Anita Harman M cMahon

A S S O C IA T E
Aurora Joan Napua Kaawa 
Sherry Louise Holt

JUNIOR
Charles Digby Sloggett 
Steven Randolph Bond 
Suzanne Ululani  Pilliard 
Eric Lynn Bullock 
Mark Alan Bullock 
Leslie Ellen Bullock

NONRESIDENT
Will iam M. Wilson, Jr.
David White

Outrigger Canoe Club
2909 Kalakaua Avenue

Honolulu, Hawaii 96815

These Men represented 
OCC at Volleyball 

Nationals
Twenty members of the Club who 

had qualified in early season play here 
in Hawaii proudly represented Out­
rigger at the A.A.U. Nationals and 
U.S.V.B.A.  National Cham pionships 
held in Southern California and Utah, 
respectively, late in April and early in 
May. Playing against some of the best 
teams in the country,  they made a f ine 
showing and deserve the thanks and 
congratulations of the entire m em ­
bership.

Grouped by the Club teams on 
which they played —  and by their 
official connection with the teams —  
they are: Dennis Berg, Coach; Wally 
Young,  Manager;  Chris Crabb, AA; 
Tony Crabb, AA; John Haneberg,  AA; 
Buster Chapman,  AA; Larry W ood­
ruff, AA; Dave Shoji ,  AA; Tom  Madi­
son, AA; Steve Kiel, AA; Charles Jen­
kins,  AA; Tom  Haine, SR  (or Masters);  
Pete Balding, SR; Bill Baird, SR;  Bill 
Heilbron, SR; Ron Sorrell ,  SR; Fred 
Noa, SR; Colin Chock,  SR; Paul Mac- 
Laughlin, SR; Mark Lawson,  SR.

Transfers approved:
REGULAR to NONRESIDENT 

Thom as  M. Morrish

A S S O C IA T E  to IN TERMEDIA TE 
Pono Von Holt 
Lance M. Dunbar 
James R. Walsh 
Will iam C. Hulick

A S S O C IA T E  to LADY
Patricia M cM ahon Wallace
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Have you picked up 

your Club History 
book? If not, 

it’s waiting for you 
at the Club Office
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