


By Tay Perry 
In an informal ceremony on August 9, the 

Outrigger Canoe Club Bar and Lounge was 
renamed the Ka Mo'i Lounge in honor of the 
restored koll ct1noe, Ka Mo'i, which now hangs 
from the ceiling of the Lounge. 

This outrigger canoe is reputed to have been 
built by James Takeo Yamasaki and Kyuhei 
Takimoto in Kailua, Kana, circa 1931. It was fin
ished by James "Box" Kaya, an employee of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club in 1933. The original log 
was from the North Kona forests on Hualalai. 

Though its original builders probt1bly intend
ed it as t1 large fishing canoe, it did not serve as 
such. From the time of its arrival and completion 
in Waikiki, the Ka Mo'i was a surfing canoe and 
sometimes a racing canoe. 

When the canoe was finished it was placed in 
service on the beach fronting the original 
Outrigger Canoe Club. It served the tourist indus
try and Club members from that time until the 
Club moved in 1964. It was used in attempts to 
revive the sport of canoe sailing in the late 1940s. 

The Ka Mo'i was used by a beach boy crew in 
the Molokai to Oahu race in 1954. It was then 
placed on display at the Ulu Mau Village at Ala 
Moana Park from 1966 through 1977 when the vil
lllge was closed. 

At that time, it came back to the Outrigger 
sadly in need of restoration. In 1978, a group 
including Bob Fisher, Tlmmy Wong, Charlie 
Martin, Bill Cook, Mike Mason, Walter Guild, 
Wayne Faulkner and others worked on the canoe. 
Their work consisted of patching the leaks and 
refinishing the canoe so that it could be displayed 
at the Wt1lter J. Macfarlane Regatta on july 4, 
1978. 

The canoe was paddled to the race site and 
back that day. That was the last known time the 
Ka Mo'i was paddled until its recent blessing. 
After this event, the canoe remained stored on 
Outrigger Canoe Club premises until 1982. 

To our knowledge, the canoe was placed on a 
lease to a restaurant in Poipu on Kauai in 1982. It 
is rumored that it was used as a salad bar until the 
restaurant was destroyed by Hurricane lwa. It sur
vived this ct1lamity and was worked on by members 
of the Hanalei Canoe Club and prepared for exhi
bition in the Princeville Hotel where it remained 
until 1992, when that hotcl wtlS destroyed by 
Hurricane lniki. 

The canoe again survived and was taken to 
the nearby 1-lllnalei Bay Resort where it was hung 
from the lounge ceiling. 

In November 1998, at the request of the 
OCC Historical Committee, Tay Perry and OCC 
General Manager John Rader, went to Kauai to 
locate the Ka Mo'i and to determine how we were 

to arrange for its return home. 
On January 17, 1999, a party consisting ofTay 

Perry, Kawika Grant and Allan Dowsett went to 
Kauai to retrieve the Ka Mo'i. With the help of 
the Hanalei Canoe Club, we were able to deliver 
the canoe to the dock. 

The restoration work on the Ka Mo'i did not 
commence until August 2000. 

The condition of the canoe was far worse 
than origint1lly estimated. A complete and total 
overhaulwlls begun and lasted for one and one hlllf 
years. Work was completed on the canoe itself at 
the end of January 2002. 

The work involved stripping the former fin
ish, removing all of the metal fastenings, rebuilding 
the stern, patching the cracks, termite damage and 
dry rot. The existing fir and plywood manu were 
discarded and new ones fashioned from a koa log. 
The ama and iako are new with the wood being 
gathered from the Maunawili forest by Club mem
bers. 

The principal members of the restoration 
crew in the order of time participated were Tay 
Perry, Kawika Grant and Allan Dowsett who con
tributed over 85% of the total hours worked. Also 
participating were Norman Ho, Jay Dowsett, Mike 
Mason, Clarence Au, Cale Holman, Norm 
Dunmire and Bret Chuckovich. 

In all, a total of I, 155 man hours were con
tributed to this project. All of the labor was volun
teer. 

Donors of materials were George Norcross of 
Epoxy Sales of Hawai i and Ted Wilson of Fiberglass 
Hawaii, Inc. The Friends of Hokule'a and Hawaii 
Loa provided space, electricity, equipment, moral 
support and lunch for the project. 

Ka Mo'i was launched again in a simple 
Ht1waiian ceremony conducted by Kawaika 
Kapahulehua at the Sans Souci Beach on Febmary 
25, 2002. This launching party included mostly 
the workers, close friends, and those associated 
with its history. 

Upon launching, it was paddled out to sea 
and then back in to the Club for its homecoming 
blessing which was conducted by the Rev. Thomas 
Van Culin, following the OCC Annual Meeting. 

There is a lot of history of the Ka Mo'i that is 
not known to any one person. This canoe has had 
an intimate relationship with the Outrigger Canoe 
Club, belonging to it for more than 70 years. 

Many members have their own experience 
and history with this canoe. There are many thou
sands of people who have had thrilling surf rides in 
it who will never forget their experience. 

Sadly, most of the steersmen who have surfed 
this canoe have passed on. They would have been 
overjoyed to see the Ka Mo'i as it is today finished 
and ready for the sell. 

An informal ceremony on August 9 honored 
those inlloft,ed in the reswration, including 
Calc Holman , Kawika Grant and Tay Perry. 
All wore black polo shirts with the name Ka Mo'i 
embroidered on them. 

Tay Perry sands the hull. 
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Allan Dowserr tmrks on the Ka Mo'i. 

Club members garher for rhe blessing. 

The Teves Trio sang during the ceremony. 

The srem had 10 be rebuilr . 

The Rev. Tom Van Culin ulith the assistance o[Tay Perry 
blessed rhe resrored canoe on February 25. 
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