
OUTR GGE R I 
'Kaukahi' and Crew 

Go to France's Brest 96 
By 1'ay PeriJ' 

Here is a rief history of our 
expedition to Fn nee with a small 
group of Hawaii paddlers ;md a fully 
restored, truly awaiian canoe. 

Early last fr surfboard shaper 
Ned McMahon w, · approached by a 
friend in France 11~th a proposition. 
The idea inYolved pat1icipation in the 
Brest 96 Rondezvous. This event is, 
to date, the world s largest classic boa 
festival. 

The question was, could Ned fin 
someone who owned a Hawaiian 
canoe that could be used in tlte festi
val? The idea was to take a tr.ulitional 
koa canoe, preferably a sailing canoe, 
to Fmnce and enter it in the festival to 
give the Europeans a glim(>Se of Hawait 
that they had never seen before. 

The sequence of events wentlik 
this: Ned contacted.well known local 
paddlers, Nappf 1apoleon :md Sam 
Rodrigues to sec if they had the need
ed canoe, or if they knew who might 
have one. 

Sam contacted me and asked if I 
had any suitable canoes. I hesitantly 
said yes, knowing the deplorable state 
of the canoes in my shop. I own two 
old 24 foot koa hulls that needed a 
great deal of work done on them if 
tltey were to go anywhere. Witlt my 
busy schedule and my usual procrasti
nation, I did not start work on the 
restoration until mid-December of 
1995. 

I knew tltat I would need a sup
ply of koa to patch the hull and some 
large blocks to fashion the manu(s). 
went to Kona to search for wood. I 
contacted severd.! people and got a 
few leads. 

My friend Peter Greenwell said 
that he had some fallen trees on his 
family's Kaloko Mauka property. At thi 
point I appointed him a partner in th 
project. We then went up with chain 
saws and cut some chunks from the 
logs on the ground. Peter also had 
some of tlte lumber milled into two 
inch stock which would be perfect for 
tlte patching. 

We shipped the wood to Oahu 

and I began the work. From this point 
on, I did nothing but concentrate on 
the restoration work. It took an aver
age of 30 hours per week for 24 
weeks of nights and weekends to com
plete the work. 

The original name :md the origi
nal builder of the canoe has long been 
forgotten. In view of this, I took it 
upon myself to find a name that would 
fit. I decided on the name Kaukthi 
because its simple translation means 
"outrigger canoe" and its other mean
ing stands for "singleness of purpose." 
Considering my obsession to complete 
it on time and finish it with the degree 
of quality I desired, "singleness of 
purpose" fi ts the description of condi-

undertaking would have almost been 
impossible. 

We had originally planned for 
eight of us to be our crew from 
Hawaii, but due to the lack of fu nding, 
only six of us were able to go. 

Cindy, Sam Rodrigues and his 
daughter 1erissa :md I arrived in Paris 
at 8 p.m. on July I Oth and stayed just 
out of town for the night in prepai~t
tion for the seven hour drive to Br st, 
on the Brittany coast, the fo llowing 
day. 

Fortunately, when we arrived in 
Brest, Ned's friend, Gilles Romigou, 
adopted us and saw that we were 
properly housed (at no cost to us), 
took care of the details of getting the 

lions ve1y 
well. 

The 
last possible 

Making !be Brest journey a realiiJ• were Sam and 
Nerissa Rodrigues, Peter and Carol Greenwell, 
Tay Pen:~• m1r~ Cinrlj' Mahoney, and Jllonique, 
Gilles and German Romigou. 

customs, 
finding us a 
place to rig 

date to ship the boat was on May 30th 
to be in Brest by the first week in july. 
We completed the canoe and had it's 
blessing two days prior to shipping. 
We just made it to the dock at the last 
possible moment. 

Outrigger member Cindy 
Mahoney was, from the start, heavily 
involved in the project. Her hmction 
was to be the publicity contact and the 
head of hmd raising for our effort. In 
many ways this was the most difficult 
pa11 of tlJC venture. 

We did hal'e some very positive 
support from some good friends, indi
vidw~s in the community and from the 
Outrigger Duke K.1hanamoku 
Foundation. Without their help, the 

and a place to dock the Kaukahi. lie 
also escorted us in the Grand Regatta 
from Brest to Douarnenez. He even 
spoke enough English so that we could 
communicate VCt)' well ;md usc him as 
an interpreter. 

Peter, Sam and I rigged the 
c:moe, complete with mast and sail 
11~th about 200 curious spectators 
looking 011. We were intcivicwed by a 
French TV network during our rigging 
and shown on the evening news 
throughout France that night. 

The first thing to impress us 
upon our launching was the sheer 
abundance of boats and ships in the 
Brest harbor. At lc:Lst a thousand 
boats and ships were underway in the 
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harbor and just outside of it. In addi
tion to this there were another thou
sand tied up, moored or anchored in 
the immediate vicinity. 

Most of these vessels were of tra
ditional designs and were sailing ves
sels, although there were :~so many 
older power boats <L~ well. Most of the 
boats and ships were from Europe. 

There were also entries from 
exotic sounding places such as 
Ma11inique, Indonesia and Malaysia. 
There were even a Viking ship and a 
Greek galley there. All in <~I . there 
were 2,514 entries in the Brest 96 fes
tival. There were only 5 entries from 
the U.S. of which we were one. Our 
enlly from Hawaii was the one that 
was acknowledged to have traveled the 
fa11hest to participate. 

Our daily activity was to go to the 
canoe, take it out for a paddling tour 
of the five basins of the Brest harbor to 
look at the other vessels and to let 
them sec us. As we paddled along the 
crowded quays the people would clap 
:md cheer us as we paddled by. 

Sam had brought a lot of shell 
leis and other Hawaiian curios which 
we would throw into the crowd, much 
to their appreciation. 

Our mast Oew the U.S. flag, the 
Hawaii Oag, the Outrigger Cmtoe Club 
burgee and the Hawaii Yacht Club 
burgee. The Hawai i flag with its Union 
jack insignia caused many to ask us if 
we were from England or one of its 
former colonies. 

Our canoe was noted in the pub
lished program as one of about 160 
"Les Centcnnaires" (boats of I 00 years 
of age or more). 

'1\vo days before the big journey 
to Oouarnenez, Sam, Peter and I took 
our craft out to the Brest roadstead to 
test our previously untried sail and rig
ging. To our pleasant surprise every
thing worked as we had intended. We 
were ready for the big trip. 

About 9:30a.m. on Wednesday 
morning, july 17, the bulk of the fleet 
depm1ed Brest for Douarnenez for Lc 
Regale Brcst-Douarnenez, a trip of 
some 35 miles. We had a shaky start 



in that some of the crew were not 
ready for a timely departure. 

As a result, we were late and 
were rushing out or the harbor right 
behind a large sailing vessel. The ship 
in from of us stopped suddenly and 
went imo reverse. We were not able to 
stop in time :md hit our front end on 
their tmnsom and broke orr the tip of 
the manu. 

We were lucky, the damage w:L~ 
only minor compared to what it could 
have been. After that incident, things 
seemed to fall into place, we put up 
the sail and began on a broad reach 10 
set for our first landmark, Pointe des 
Espagnols. 

The wind held well as we pro
gressed with the latter half of the Oeet, 
easily keeping up with most of them. 
The wind held well for about 2 hours 
and then gradu:~ ly stopped entirely. As 
the wind decreased, we started pad
dling and began to pass boats, one by 
one, until we were no longer in the lat
ter half of the Oeet. 

We soon took down the sail 
completely and paddled for another 2 
hours until we reached port. By the 
time we had arrived, we had passed 
about 80% of the boats. All in :~1 , we 
sailed about 20 miles and paddled 
about 15. The weather was beautiful 
and sunny and the water temperature 
was about 65 degrees. The scene1y 
along the way was extraor<lincuy with 
the majestic gray bluffs with their 
many chateaus and the long white 
sandy beaches along the Brittany 
coast. 

After four more days in 
Oouarncncz, we unrigged the canoe 
and put it on a tmiler for an unsched
uled trip south to the surfing area of 
Pointe de Ia Torche. 

At the request of our host Gilles, 
we re-rigged the Kaukahi so that we 
could be the fi rst Hawaiian koa canoe, 
that we know of, to surf in France. (I 
understand that they have done canoe 
surfing with fiberglass canoes in 
Bicrritz in France in recent years.) 
We had a good time in rather small 
waves, giving a thrill to many lucky 
French bathers who happened to hitch 
a ride with us. I would say that we 
made a few friends that day. 

We then took the canoe to its 
temporal)' new home at Pont LAbbe, 
cle:med it up and prepared it for stor
age in a commcrci:~ warehouse until 
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its next usc or its retu rn to Hawaii. We 
arc not shipping it home at the present 
time due to the high cost or shipping 
and because we have plans for further 
European activities in the next few 
years. 

The Kaukahi , under the care of 
our former host, Gilles Romigou was 
featured in a boat show in L1 Rochelle 
in September 1996 for one week. It 
will later possibly be sh011~1 in a muse
um in the Brittany area when it is not 
being used for one of our adventures. 

Our future plans include a possi
ble journey down a major European 
1ivcr in 1997 and we intend to partici
pate in the World Expo to be held in 
Lisbon in 1998. 

Currently 1 am beginning another 
major restoration project on a 24 foot 
koa canoe to possibly be mated with 
the Kaukahi in order to make a 
matched koa double hull sailing 
canoe. We hope to have this vessel on 
exhibition in Lisbon. To my knowl
edge, there arc no such craft opera!-
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ing at this time. 
We plan to continue Holo 

Kaukahi, lnc. as an educational non
profit corporation to further the inter
ests of Hawaii and its people through 

IVilb sales blowing in the wiud, the 
Kaubaki journe_yed to Douamenez. 

the USC of the llawaiian canoe :L~ a 
principal part of Hawaii 's culture. We 

wish to thank, again, those contribu
tors who helped us to make this ven
ture possible. Those generous indil~d
m~s and the Outrigger Duke 
Kahanamoku Foundation were truly 

appreciated by those of us who partici
pated. 0 

WINNERS' 
k 

Personal and Academic Success 
Executive Training for Teenagers 

Congratulations to 
our 1 996 graduates! 

For an application and information 

call 263-6909. 
Enrollment in eac/1 camp is limited. 

Winners' Camp is a non-profit organization. 
Use the tools! 
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