outrigger’'s Koa Racing Canoes
Span the Ages, Await New Season

By Marilyn Kali

The art of racing outrigger canoes,

once the sport of Hawaiian roy-
alty, will be revived once again this
month when the Oahu Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association begins its
regatta season.

The OHCRA perpetuates the
ages old tradition of racing in sleek
koa canoces, as opposed to the
newer fiberglass canoes.

In the case of koa cances, new is
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Outrigger is the proud owner of
three koa racing canoes--the Leilani
and Kakina, both built in the 1930s,
and the Kaoloa, built in 1986. This
season, our paddlers will be racing
in the Kaoloa and the Leilani.

Since its founding in 1908, the
OCC has owned and raced five koa
canoes.

On a rainy night several years
ago, a group of Club members sat
down with George Downing, OCC
Beach Captain in the 1950s, and
former president Cline Mann, to
reminisce about the Club’s early koa
canoes and record as much infor-
mation about the canoes as possi-
ble.

Later meetings with Mark Buck,
Walter Guild, Bill Danford and Joe
Quigg produced additional informa-
tion.

When you step into the canoe
this year before your first race, take
a minute to think about the proud
tradition of outrigger canoe racing
and the thousands of Club mem-
bers who have raced before you in
these beautiful koa canoes for the
past 60 years.

Hanakeoki

The Club’s first koa canoe was
the Hanakeoki which was built by
Kealakahi in Kona around 1900 and
owned originally by Dr. Alford
Wall. The name means "working
George" and refers to George Car-
ter, who was Territorial Governor.

The Hanakeoki had a calabash
shape.

The first recorded regatta for the
Hanakeoki was September 16, 1906,
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two years before the founding of
the OCC. The canoe was one of
three entered in the regatta at
Honolulu Harbor for the Territorial
Championship. The crew of haoles
in the Hanakeoki were later to be-
come the founders of the OCC.

The other two canoes were the
Alabama (with a Hawaiian crew
from Kona) which was owned by
Arthur M. Brown, and Prince Cu-
plds (Kuuiu; canoe, the A (6150
with Hawaiian paddlers from
Kona).

The A won by a half-length over
the Hanakeoki. It started the age-
old debate--do paddlers win the
race or is it the canoe?

In 1910, after Outrigger again lost
to Prince Cupid’s A, OCC captain
Kenneth "Rusty” Brown reportedly
said that the men of Kona had won
because of their superior canoe.
Kona graciously agreed to a second
race with swapped canoes and six
days later defeated Outrigger for the
second time.

After the race, according to the
Honolulu Advertiser, Prince Cupid
reportedly kidded the OCC, telling
them "that they could take his ca-
noe A to Hawaii and race flying
fish until they worked up some
speed.”

Once Outrigger purchased the
Leilani and Kakina in 1933, the Ha-
nakeoki was primarily used for
training. The canoe could win un-
der certain circumstances but had a
hard time competing with the
lighter and sleeker Leilani and Kak-
ina.

In 1947, Downing wanted to en-
ter the 4th of July Macfarlane Re-
gatta. He didn't have a canoe, so
borrowed the Hanakeoki from Out-
rigger.  The official competitors
were OCC, Hui Nalu, McCabe-
Hamilton & Renny and the Hawai-
ian Civic Club.

Downing and Wally Froiseth had
so much fun that they decided to
start their own canoe club, the
Waikiki Surf Club, and became offi-
cial competitors in the Macfarlane

race from 1948 on.

Outrigger first entered the
Molokai race in 1954, the third year
the event was held, and finished
fifth in the Hanakeoki. Only four
members of the OCC crew (Bill Mc-
Cracken, John Russell, Jim Smith
and Allen Wooddell) were OCC
members. The others were a pick
up crew from the military.

OCC also raced the Hanakeoki in
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all-OCC crew (Doug Carr, Paul Do-
lan, Al Lemes, Frenchie Lyons, Jack
Mattice, Tom Moore, Bob Muirhead,
Harry Schaffer and Tom Schroeder)
and finished fourth.

In 1959, the Hanakeoki was
hanging in the old canoe shed at
the Club. It was loaned to the
Beach Boys to use in the 1959 and
1960 Molokai races.

After the Molokai race, Harry
Field of Maui Canoe Club appealed
to the Club to borrow the canoe for
their Prince Kuhio Regatta. They
agreed to repair the canoe and pay
shipping expenses. The Board ap-
proved the loan of the canoe for
two years.

In 1965, the Hanakeoki was
loaned to Hui Nalu, whose famous
canoe the White Horse was used
during the filming of the epic
movie, "Hawaii" in Makua. The
White Horse had been damaged
during the filming of the movie and
they used the Hanakeoki while re-
pairs were made.

The Hanakeoki was sold to
Makaha Canoe Club, a new canoe
club, in 1972. Look for it this sea-
son. Now in it's 90s, the Ha-
nakeoki is the oldest koa canoe still
in competition.

Leilani, Kakina, Malie

The story of the Leilani and Kak-
ina and their sister canoe, the Ma-
lie, starts in the 1930s (some say
1933, others 1935). This is the story
told to Downing by Outrigger’s fa-
mous coach and Club Captain, the
late Dad Center.

Center worked for American Fac-


















