
M elbourne  
December 10, 1956

Dear Ernie:
A n o th e r  O lympic  Games have been concluded  

and the Australians taught  us Americans a th ing  
or two about sw im m in g  and we accept the new  
challenge. There  were a round  o f  parties fo r  the  
D uke,  Dad and Gay. I  had pleasure of a t tend ing  
several. One most notable was in honor  of Sir 
Frank B. A ll  sw imm ers (old-timers) who  had  
competed  w i th  or against h im —M ax  R it ter ,  T h e  
D uke,  Gay Harris, Harry  Glancy, Reg. Collins, 
K eith  K irk la n d —also at the dinner,  Bob K ip u th  
of Yale, "D ad" Center,  J im  Donahue .  1912 O ly m ­
pic  (Decathlon); Ian  Beaurepaire, son of Sir  
Frank; Paul  Z im m erm an ,  Los Angeles Times;  
Bill  Schroeder of H e lm s  A th le t ic  Foundation .  I t  
was a great evening and brought  back many  
w onderfu l  memories. Lady  Beaurepaire had all 
of  us to her h o m e  for  barbecue dinner.  Duke,  
Gay and myself  ven tured  into the water and  be­
lieve it or not we p u t  on a l ittle  exh ib ition  and  
tandem  sw im m ing .  T h e  D u ke  had an honor  seat 
at all sw im m in g  events, made  his usual fine a p ­
pearance and was well  l iked by all w ho  was 
fo r tuna te  to meet  h im  personally.  T h e  D u ke  and  
Mrs. K. looked well  and seemed in w onderfu l  
health.

Ernie, this is just  a lit tle run  down which  
m ig h t  be of interest. Please rearrange this i n ­
form ation  as yo u  see fit  should  you  w ant to 
make a write-up out of it. I ' l l  drop you  a line  
fro m  the States.

H A R R Y
P.S. T h e  d inner  was held at H o te l  Australia ,  

M elbourne 's  finest.

OLYMPIC NOTES
Back from Australia is our own John  

Beaumont. While not a medal winner, 
he did real well, having taken n in th  place 
in the silhouette rapid  pistol shoot. This 
was the best of any American entry.

T h e  winner, Stefan Petresen of R o­
mania, set a world’s record with a score 
of 587 out of a possible 600. Beaumont’s 
score was 572/600. T h e  previous world 
record was 580/600, which shows how 
tough the competition was.

BO B M A T H IA S  CLUB GUEST

On his way home from the Olympics, 
Bob Mathias, 1952 Olympic Decathlon 
Champion and envoy from P r e s i d e n t  
Eisenhower, was guest of the Club, spon­
sored by George Bustard, Jr. H e praised 
the Australian management of the Games, 
stating that it was the finest run  off and 
managed Olympics he had attended. He 
enjoyed surfing and swimming at the 
Club for two days before returning to 
the mainland.

CANOE NOTES
Robert Fischer, OCC member who has 

represented the OCC in the Hawaii Ca­
noe Racing Association, has been elected 
President of the Association for 1957.

Bob has long been an ardent supporter 
of canoe racing and all aquatic sports. 
He has been starter for races so long that 
we cannot remember when he started. He 
has been a canoe paddler, steersman and 
active in the Association. We predict a 
successful year for the Association under 
his guidance.
1957 C A N O E  C H A M P IO N S H IP  RACES

Kailua, Kona, will be the scene of the 
championship races in August, 1957. This  
event is dedicated to Frank Henriques, 
a member of Kai O pua Canoe Club of 
Kailua, Hawaii.

A full list of events will be held at this 
time and it is hoped that the OCC will 
be represented fully in all events. Under 
the able coaching of George Downing, 
the Club has p r o g r e s s e d  rapidly and 
again assumed its place in the forefront 
and the Club to beat.

HAWAII SURF TEAM HOME
Home from their Australian trip is the 

Hawaii Surf Life Saving Team. While 
they did not compete in Olympic Games 
Events, they did compete in the various 
events held by the Australian Life Saving 
Association. O ur boys made a very cred­
itable record and received fine praise 
from the Aussie press.

Hawaii tied New Zealand for the over­
all team title in the two day meet held at 
Sydney, scoring 24 points.

Hawaii won the 4 m an beach relay, 
consisting of Balding, Schroeder, Shaffer 
and Hangea. T o m  Schroeder won the 
individual surf skiing event. T o m  Zahn 
won the surfboard event.

At other meets, Zahn was third in surf­
board event.

Shaffer won the best p e r f o r m a n c e  
award in the six day championship meet.

Hawaii also took fourth place in rescue 
and resuscitation in M elbourne at Tor- 
kuay Beach.

T h e  boys not only performed with 
credit against teams from South Africa, 
New Zealand, United States and Aus­
tralia bu t gained much experience and 
knowledge from the trip.
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