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Napa Valley 
By Julie Haig 

" It gives a slightly dusty, yet polished 
impression." 

" It 's very oaky. " 

" Yes, kind of spicy oaky, but a bit 
grassy, too, don't you think?" 

This discussion takes place not , as 
you might think , in an antique shop but 
in a Honolulu restaurant between two 
attractive, intelligent women who work 
for downtown law firms. The subject is 
not furni ture but wine, of course, and 
the ladies discuss the golden liquid with 
relish. They are part of a growing 
crowd of local wine sophist icates 
and represent what seems to be an 
irreversible trend in the islands towards 
wine, its vast consumption and 
appreciation. 

"People seem to be moving away 
from the " hard stuff" and into the 
drinking of (softer) wines, acquiring as 
they go the knowledge to appreciate 
them," says Pamela Kelly of Sequoia 
Grove Vineyards in Napa Valley. 

comfortable and irresistibly warm , and 
all needs are met before the asking . To 
stay in a Napa Valley inn is to 
experience a treat in pampering , and 
beyond that a gift of friendship that 
lasts a lifetime. 

One of the best places to stay in 
Napa is a delightful Bed and Breakfast 
inn a t the start of the valley called 
Bowen Manor. A spectacular Southern 
Colonial mansion on 12 acres of prime 
Napa land , the inn boasts five large 
private rooms with bath , each 
air-conditioned and furnished with 
charming historical pieces of authentic 
design. Champagne and wines of great 
varie ty are always available a t the 
quaint bar near the sunny breakfast 
nook. Care for champagne with your 
cro issants? But of course. And brandy 
when you return from dining out is 
served around the fi replace in the 
spacious living room. Comfort and 
hospitality greet you at every tu rn. 

There are hot tubs for the weary, 
horseback riding for the athle tic and 
much more to make a Bowen Manor 
guest feel at home in Napa. 

The inn was built by the owner 
himself to house his healthy brood 
of seven children. As they reached 
adulthood , Bowen converted the 
mansion to an inn. Several of the young 
Bowens continue to reside in the valley 
and assist with various detai ls at the inn 
in true 'Napa Valley style.' 

Other inns can be located by 
consulting the Bed and Breakfast 
Exchange at P.O . Box 88 , St. Helena, 
CA 94574; phone (707) 963-7756. The 
variety of B and B lodging is amazing. 
There is even a unique combination Inn/ 
Ar t Galle ry located on First Street in 
Napa. Run by talented art ist Joan 
Osgood, it is an enchanting 
environment for lovers o f wine, 
art and elegance. 

Is it necessary to take a class to 
appreciate wine? Not a t a ll , say many 
residents who have gained their 
knowledge by another popular means 
- a vacation in Napa! Two or three 
days in this famous wine-producing 
region guarantee a visitor the basics in 
wine tasting and making and g ives him 
yet another advantage- two or three 
days of great romance and fun in this 
lovely Northern California valley. 

Water Polo on Surfboards? 

The atmosphere of the valley is 
quaint , full of charm and hospitality, 
with rolling green stretches of vine 
backing into deep slopes o f fragrant 
pine, which reach to the mountaintops 
and the rich blue sky beyond . The 
people are warm and friend ly and seem 
unaware that their litt le valley rivals 
Disneyland as a major tourist attraction . 

Choosing a place to stay is a 
delightful challenge, facilitated by 
numerous books and pamphlets to 
guide the newcomer. Napa Valley is 
noted for the popular Bed and Breakfast 
concept and it is here that 
the visitor discovers hospitality par 
excellence. The host and hostess of 
each inn provide for the comfort of 
guests far above and beyond the call of 
duty. Breakfast is delic ious, coffee 
fresh , information is dispensed with 
real concern for accuracy, beds are 

By Doug Jocelyn 

With the recent announcement that the 
Club is forming a Water Polo team, 
some of our real oldt imers may be 
asking whether they will be playing 
on surfboards. 

Surfboards? 
Right , surfboards. In his Oral 

History interview in February of 1979, 
long-time Club member Albert E. 
"Toots" Minvielle, Jr. tells of water 
polo matches on surfboards being 

played in front o f the Royal Hawai ian 
Hotel in the mid-twenties. 

It was the Outrigger Canoe Club 
versus their old rivals, Hui Nalu . 

The game was s imilar to regular 
water polo, according to Toots, with 
six men and a goal keeper on a side. 
The ball was the size o f a regular water 
polo ball which the players would toss 
back and forth as they paddled about. 
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