
On Friday, August 17, on a glorious afternoon before a 
sparkling, tranquil sea OCC welcomed its newest fiberglass rac
ing canoe. Surrounded by coaches, paddlers, members and 
guests, Kahu Sherman Thompson of the Kamehameha Schools 
pronounced the formal blessing and anointed the canoe with 
the name U)LI'I - meaning CAREFREE. 

What's the story behind the name Loli 'i, you ask? Good 
question. Here's the equally interesting answer. 

The naming of Outrigger's canoes for the past quarter 
century has fol lowed the guidance laid down by the late Cline 
Mann, w ho took on the task of recommending canoe names 
in the 1980s w ith the passing of OCC's beloved Auntie Eva 
Pomeroy. 

Cline's guiding principle was that the names of OCC's ca
noes should always have a connection with the Club's history 
or with its spirit, so wherever Outrigger paddlers venture they 
will be taking a part of our history or spirit along with them. 
The name Loli'i reflects both. 

Being a surveyor, Cline was naturally inclined toward place 
names, those having an association with the old Club and the 
new- the land beneath or adjacent to the Club, and the wa
ters flowing through it or by it, or fronting it. 

As for the Club's spirit, Cline summed it up nicely on the 
dedication he wrote for the bronze plaque that greets all who 
pass through the Club's front door: 

Let this be a place where man may commw1e with sun and sand and sea, 
where good fellowship and aloha prevail, and where the sports of old 

Hawai 'i shall always have a home. 

It is the spirit expressed in this quote, combined with simi
lar aloha for this place in Kapi'olani Park expressed 70 years 
earlier that the name LOii'i embraces. 

While the land Outrigger now sits on and shares with the 
Elks was once the estate of Col. Charles Macfarlane, King 
Kalakaua's chamberlain, later James Castle's oceanfront home 
Kainalu, another famous estate was once located on the 'ewa 
side of the Club. 

It was that of Allan Herbert, a Swedish adventurer and 
local entrepreneur, a man of wealth and w ide-ranging inter
ests, manager of the first Royal Hawaiian Hotel in downtown 
Honolulu (later the site of the Armed Forces YMCA), confidant 
of King Kalakaua, and one of the principle figures involved in 
the establishment of Kapi'olani Park. 

It was here Herbert entertained f riends who came out 
from town to attend t he horse races in Kapiolani Park, and 
provided them lodging in bungalows nestled among the 
beach-front trees. 

In the early 1890s Herbert turned his beachfront property 
and lodgings over to a hotelier acquaintance of his from San 
Francisco named George Lycurgus - later to become renown 
for his Volcano House at Halema'uma'u on the Big Island. 
Lycurgus expanded the bungalows into a full-fledged hotel
one of the first in Waikiki. By far his most famous and cele
brated guest was tJ-;Je Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson. 

Outrigger 

The blessing 
ofrhe LO/i"i. 

About his extended stay there Stevenson penned these 
words to the Honolulu Advertiser scarcely more than 100 yards 
from our Hau Terrace, seeing and sensing the beauty and am
biance of this place- as Cline did later- and that we are 
blessed to share in in our own time: 

!!"anyone desires such old1ashioned things as lovely scene1y, quiet, 
pure a it; clear sea wate1; good food, and heavenly sunsets hung out 

before his eyes over the Pacific and the distant hills of Waianae, 
I recommend him cordially to LOli'i. 

When he left Kapi'olani Park and Hawai'i for the last time 
to sail for Samoa and the sunset of his life, Ste)Jenson wrote 
these words in the hotel register: 

6 Octobe1; 1893: 
To me, who pass my days listening to the wind and waves along the reef, 

I can !Jut say that/ desire no quieter haven than LOii'i. 

Stevenson didn't use the Hawaiian word LOii'i in either of 
these quot es, of course. Nor did he use its English meaning
Caref ree. He used the French name Lycurgus had given the 
place - Sans Souci - the name the beach there retains to this 
very day. It is this carefree spirit- our spirit- that our new 
canoe will take with it where)Jer it may go. 
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