
Transpac 2007 
OCC to host racing yacht Ho 'okolohe 
By Jeff Davis 

Ho'okolohe 

The 44th Annual Transpacific Yacht Race begins its sec­
ond century of racing as the longer of the two oldest run­
ning races in the world. The race starts July 9th in Long 
Beach CA, and concludes some 2,250 miles later right off 
our own beach at Diamond Head buoy. 

With more than 70 yachts racing this year, the Outrigger 
will be well represented with member participation, most 
notably that of Roy Disney and Mark Towill. 

Roy will be coming out of retirement to make his 16th 
crossing this year, on his yacht Pyewacket. As a previous 
record holder, he is again considered to be a top contender 
this year. However; his primary reason for coming back is 
in support of his Morning Light Project 

OCC Surf Team 
By Mark Jackola 

It is time to sign up for the Outrigger Surf Team for 
2007-2008. 

The Hawaii Amateur Surfing Association and the Long 
Board Association season begin in August and run to June 
2008. There are 10 events with the finals in June to deter­
mine the state champion and qualifiers for the nationals in 
California. 

There will be a sign up sheet at the Front Desk. Space 
is limited so sign up early. The surf team includes ages 
from 10 to 80. We look forward to a great season. 

New Ama for the Cline 
By Gerry DeBenedetti 

Surf Subcommittee Chair Mark Jackola has crafted a 
new ama for the four-man surfing canoe Cline. The ama is 
solid foam core covered with a special epoxy and fiberglass 
coat. The ama was made for safety reasons. If it breaks or 
receives a gash, it will not sink. User comments are posi­
tive. 

Outrigger 

(www.pacifichighproductions.com), a documentary film 
based on the premise of the youngest crew ever to sail 
Transpac. 

The film will follow the selection process, training and 
actual race itself aboard Morning Light and our own Mark 
Towill is not only the youngest member of the crew, but 
has also been selected as the narrator of the movie. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club will again be involved as a 
yacht host for Cecil and Alyson Rossi and their crew from 
the St. Francis Yacht Club in San Francisco. This is the same 
team the Club hosted in 2005 when they made the crossing 
on the oldest boat in Transpac history, the 58' yawl 
Odyssey. 

This year, Cecil will be aboard his newly acquired Farr 58' 
named Ho'okolohe with his veteran crew of sailors, many 
of whom have been racing this event since the 1960's 
including Scott Abrams, whose grandfather, John 
McFarland, was a founding father of this race back in 1906. 

As an Aloha Class racer/cruiser, Ho'okolohe will be start­
ing on July 12th and estimates a crossing approximately 10 
days later, arriving in Honolulu on or around July 22nd. 
You can get more information on arrivals of Cecil and all 
the Transpac yachts after the race is under way at 
www.transpacificyc.org . 

As the welcoming host, the Outrigger will be responsible 
for throwing the crew of this yacht a well-deserved wel­
coming party at the Ala Wai upon their arrival complete 
with the traditional Mai Tai, lei and aloha greeting. 

Past President Barbara Stehouwer is heading up the wel­
coming committee and any interested members who 
would like to participate should contact her directly at 
bstehouwer@hawaii.rr.com or 377-7087 for further infor­
mation. 

Oahu lronman Revisited 
The Oahu lronman Revisited is scheduled for Sunday, 

August 12, this year. There will be a two-day pre race tri­
clinic led by former Kona lronman Dave Scott. Limited to 
50 participants, the lronman Revisited event is always fol ­
lowed by a great banquet at the Honolulu Aquarium on 
the Monday after the event, August 13 this year. 

The Oahu lronman Revisited is a re-creation of the 
original lronman course on Oahu that was started, in part, 
by several OCC members, in 1978. The current Kona 
lronman distances are what they are, because the Oahu 
course was the Waikiki Roughwater Swim (2.4), Oahu circle 
bike ride (112) and the Honolulu marathon (standard 26.2 
marathon distance). 

The lronman event left Oahu and moved to Kona 
because the expanded entries could not be accommodated 
on Oahu any longer. The lronman Revisited event is just 
that, a fun event, going around Oahu on the old course. 

For more information and applications go to 
www.challengedathletes.org, or call (858) 866-0959 x1 02. 
A local contact is Gerry DeBenedetti. Leave a message at 
the Front Desk. 
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