
‘The Hawaiian Canoe’ President’s Message
By Tommy Holmes

II . VOYAGING
An ingenious organic concoction of 
wood, sap, fiber and leaves perfected 
by centuries of Jife and death interac
tion with an unforgiving sea, the Poly
nesian voyaging canoe stands as sup
reme testimony to the Polynesians' re
sourcefulness and spirit.

With a few exceptions, the voyaging 
craft were double canoes; most were 
probably “v ” or “sem i-v” in cross 
section to prevent excessive lateral 
drift. These voyaging canoes were 
typically not hollowed out from single 
logs; rather they were built up with 
strakes or planks on a one- or several- 
piece keel. The carefully adzed and 
fitted strakes were sewn to the keel and 
each other with coconut sennit and then 
caulked, usually with molten breadfruit 
sap congealed in water.

Exactly what an ancient voyaging 
canoe to Hawaii looked like will never 
be known. However, borrowing certain

design features common to different 
voyaging canoes of Polynesia, and 
avoiding localized adaptations and 
known foreign influences, it could be 
that such a vessel looked something like 
the Hokule'a. the sixty-foot, double
hulled canoe built for voyaging in 1975 
by the Polynesian Voyaging Society. 
Some scholars, however, maintain that 
the hulls of an ancient voyaging canoe 
would have been deeper than those of 
the Hokule'a.

D ouble-hulled voyaging canoes 
were surely more narrowly spaced than 
modern catam arans. This was due 
primarily to the limited ability of the 
wooden cross pieces and coconut fiber 
lashing to withstand the phenomenal 
stress the ocean imposes on a widetrack 
double-hull craft. Probably as a result 
of this narrow hull spacing, the sail area 
was kept relatively small (three hundred 
square feet on Hokule'a) as a safety 
factor to prevent overturning. Further
more, the strength limitations of the 
hala leaf material made large sails more 
likely to rip. The sail design of the 
Hokule'a, a Polynesian “sprit," seems 
to have been fairly wide-spread 
throughout prehistoric Polynesia and is 
probably representative of the type of 
sail that an early voyaging canoe might 
have used coming to Hawaii.

Considered performance accurate, 
though constructed with modern ma
terials, the Hokule'a is able to make a 
70- to 75-degree course to windward. 
While not an outstanding performance 
by today’s standards it is very likely 
comparable to an ancient voyaging 
canoe, or for that matter to an early 
European ship. The canoe in moderate 
to strong tradewinds is able to average 3 
to 5 knots on a course into the wind and
6 to 10 knots on a beam or down-wind 
leg. An average day’s run for the 
Hokule'a is about one hundred miles. A 
run of 130 miles, though, for a twenty- 
four-hour period is not unusual. Some 
days have been as high as 150 miles or 
more.

Conversely, Western-designed ves
sels, such as those the Europeans used 
to rediscover the Pacific, were gener
ally a good deal slower than a typical 
Polynesian voyaging canoe under com
parable conditions.

By Robert L. Moore

It’s now been three weeks since Outrig
ger members first received word con
cerning the new Outrigger Foundation.

I'm delighted to tell you that the re
sponse to date has been tremendous. 
The Board is most encouraged by your 
interest in the Foundation and its goal to 
provide an additional boost to the club 
athletics as much as possible through 
tax-deductible contributions.

I believe that the main reason for 
supporting the Outrigger Foundation is 
to help perpetuate the founding spirit 
of the Club in terms of excellence in 
sports.

In addition, my friends who work in 
the financial world keep reminding me 
that 1982 is definitely an important year 
to make donations, because the amount 
you can deduct from your 1981 taxes is, 
generally, going to be much greater 
than in 1982 and thereafter.

I wish you all a joyous Holiday Sea
son. Thank you again for helping us get 
the Outrigger Foundation off to such a 
good start.

Your Responsibility
Section 32 of the By-laws states: Each 
member shall immediately notify the 
Secretary of a change of address.

By the same token, on page 16 of the 
membership handbook: It is each mem
ber's responsibility and obligation to 
advise the business office in advance of 
a pending membership change due to:
1. Older age or marital status that makes 
a person ineligible for his or her present 
membership category. 2. Change from 
inactive to active status for the summer 
by Mainland students home on vaca
tion. 3. Any other situation.

A full-time student (at least 12 cred
its) attending an accredited school or 
college (full-time Mainland student) 
may qualify for inactive status. A 
document confirming student status 
must be filed with the business office.

During the Month of December the 
Friday Night Seafood Buffet will 
not be served. There will be a reg
ular dinner menu on Friday Nights. 
The Seafood Buffet will resume on 
Friday, January 8.
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