




















The Soul of Surfing is Hawaiian

By Gerry DeBenedetti

This is the title of a new
book, just out, by OCC member
Fred Hemmings Jr., and available at
a savings to Club members on
November 22, at OCC between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m.

There will also be a display of
vintage boards and surf memorabil-
ia. For you new timers, Fred was
the World Surfing Champion in
Puerto Rico in 1968. He traveled
with Duke Kahanamoku as a mem-
ber of his surf team and went on
promotional tours.

Fred, a former member of the
OCC and ODKF Boards, will have
an autograph signing on Saturday,
November 22 as a benefit for the
Qutrigger Duke Kahanamoku

Foundation and the OCC Surf
Committee, with funds to be used
for surfing grants.

Here are some provocative
quotes from the book:

Number Threes: [ can close
my eyes and envision with great joy
long sessions of riding 6-8 foot sum-
mer swells at Number Threes, with
nobody out but a few friends... The
long right slide is no ka oi...In the
early sixties, Number Threes was
home break to many top athletes
from the Qutrigger Canoe
Club...Ronnie Sorrell, Petie
Balding, and the late, great Tommy
Haine...my brother Butchie, Gilly
Halpern, Paul MacLaughlin, Tim
Guard...I was very low on the peck-
ing order in those days...

Death in the Waves: Death
stalked me on a few occasions dur-
ing my reckless days of riding big
waves. You really never think
about dying on a bad wipe out.

You are too busy fighting to sur-
vive.

First Break:...if you asked
“how big are the waves!” the
answer would be “First Break.” You
would know exactly what the surf
was like...First Break was reserved
for the “Big Guys.”

Gotta have this book? Then
come to OCC on November 22
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and get
your Christmas shopping done
early. You want to give this book
to your old surfing buds, those who
have moved away, and definitely,

i

the next generation, so you can tell
them “when 1 was your age...”

Hard cover is $29.95 and soft-
cover is $19.95. These are being
made available to OCC members
for $25 and $17. A portion of the
proceeds will benefit the ODKF
athletic grant program and the
OCC surf programs.

There will be no sales in the
OCC Logo Shop, and no mail
order sales through the magazine,
$0 you must be present on
November 22 or get a surfer friend
to come do your shopping for you.

This is definitely a one time
only opportunity. For more infor-
mation, leave your name and
phone number for ODKF at the
Front Desk. &

Reciprocal Clubs

By Valerie Davis

Note: Fourteenth in a series of
Reciprocal Club Reviews, this month
features the New York Achletic Club.

This is one of our most popular
clubs—both in usage by OCC mem-
bers—and by their members visiting
us. This club was founded in 1868,
when it sponsored the first indoor
U.S. track meet and is still very
involved in track and field, winning
the national team championship in
1991 in both indoor and outdoor
track and field.

I recently was in New York
City and had dinner at the NYAC.
The facility is very large, 24 floors
in all, and is hotel-like in atmos-
phere. The location is excellent,
right on Central Park South, a few
doors away from the Plaza Hotel
and Fifch Avenue, with all of its
shopping and museums.

Central Park’s horses and bug-
gies await you out front and there
are two subway stops nearby.

New York is vastly improved
over the last time | was there. The
subways are clean, hardly any graffi-
ti anywhere, and the people were
even polite. Times Square has had
a serious facelift, and is, in fact, still
in a remodeling period—all for the
better.

The high ceilinged lobby of
the club was a beehive of activity,

with many people checking in at
the reception desk. The hotel has
218 guest rooms located from the
14th floor up, and at a variety of
prices. Singles without shower have
a current rate of $73.00 and with a
shower $100.

Other single rates are as fol-
lows: queen or twin, $131, and
deluxe, $155. The rates for two
people in the room start with the
queen or twin category and are
priced at $145.00; deluxe - $169.
One bedroom suites range from
$195 for single occupancy on up to
$300 for two people.

Compared to the rates in New
York hotels, and especially those in
the surrounding area, these rates are
extremely reasonable. All rates are
subject to New York State and City
taxes, plus a 15% guest surcharge.
As usual, all rates are current when
the article was written, and are sub-
ject to change without notice.

There are several dining
options starting with room service
every day except Sunday, although
continental breakfast is available on
Sunday. The main dining room is
on the 11th floor with a magnifi-
cent skyline view of Central Park
and is open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. This room is closed on
Sunday except for continental
breakfast and is also closed on

Monday except for regular breakfast.

A suit and tie are required at all
times in the dining room.

The Tap Room, located on the
second floor, is a little more casual,
and is open for lunch Monday
through Saturday, and dinner
Monday through Friday. The Tap
Room Bar is open until midnight
Monday-Friday, and until 8 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday. There is also
a cockrail lounge in the lobby area,
open from 4 p.m. to midnight
Monday-Saturday.

The club has a gym on the 6th
floor encompassing the entire floor
and has a track on top of it.

Floor seven is devoted to
squash courts and the swimming
pool is on the third floor. Also on
the third floor are saunas, steam

rooms, masseuse and a sun room.

The fourth floor is devoted to
women—their lockers and a fitness
center—while the men’s lockers are
housed on the fifth floor.

The 24th floor has a solarium
with a golf practice net, judo room,
and handball courts. There is also a
barbershop, beauty shop, billiards
room, card room, gift shop, various
banquet and meeting rooms, and a
fencing room in the basement. A
complete home away from home.

Credit cards are accepted.
There is a 15% surcharge, and guest
cards are required. Stop by the
OCC office for more information
and to pick up your cards before you
leave. @

MoNDAY@NIGHI

Join us in the Bar every Mondag{night at 6:30 for

your favorite NFL action. The

is available.

au Terrace menu

NOVEMBER 3  STEELERS AT CHIEFS
NoveMBER 10 49ERS AT EAGLES
NoveMBER 17  BILLS AT DOLPHINS
NovEMBER 24 GIANTS AT REDSKINS
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Backward Glances

By Moana Tregaskis
Historical Committee

40 Years Ago - 1957
Fred Steers, President

The Board recommended to
the membership that an amend-
ment to the Bylaws be made, by
virtue of which the Board of
Directors would be increased from
11 to 15, and with Duke as
Honorary Director.

Larry Stahr made a crossing
from Kaneohe to Molokai riding
one ski. Leaving Oahu at 5:55 a.m.
he arrived off Ilio Point at 9:05.

He returned the same day (October
20), coming on the Diamond Head
side. This was a new aquatic
record.

The Club published a photo
of Honolulu’s famous sheriff and
surfer Duke Kahanamoku holding
High Chief Abner Paki’s 148-
pound solid koa board. (His own,
which he made, is a partly-hol-
lowed board weighing 119 pounds.)

QTY ITEM #

DESCRIPTION

The High Chief surfed on the
board at Waikiki circa 1830.
Father of Bernice Pauahi Bishop,
he was 6 feet 4 inches and weighed
300 pounds. Although it took two
men to move the board around at
the Bishop Museum, Chief Paki
had no difficulty toting it.

A Forecast notice advised
members that Donn Beach {Don
the Beachcomber) had opened his
romantic tree house dining-room-
for two at the International Market
Place. (While no longer used, the
tree house still is nestled in the tree
at the Market Place entrance.)

30 Years Ago - 1967
Thomas M. Amott, President
Qutrigger Wins Molokai Race.
This year the crew used the recon-
ditioned Kakina, the sleek 38-foot
koa racing canoe that produced
many outstanding summer victo-
ries. One year ago, following a dis-
astrous swamping in record heavy

seas, the crew of the 1966 OCC

Molokai to Oahu Team pledged to
return in 67 and conquer the
channel. They did. Fred
Hemmings Jr. steered the entire dis-
tance. Cline Mann, the course
navigator aboard the escort boat,
calculated the speed of the canoe.
He determined that at times, the
Kakina had sped 9 miles an hour,
and consistently exceeded 8 miles
an hour.

A notice encouraged members
to open all mail and correspon-
dence from the Club. “Do not
throw away Club mail unopened. It
might be your bill.”

25 Years Ago - 1972
Thomas A. Haine, President

Effective this month, Club
members using the advertising sec-
tion of The Qutrigger will be
charged $1.25 per line and $17.50
for business cards.

Recalling the success of the
Club’s first Gourmet Dinner, the
management considered repeating a
“black tie” event early in December.

The Board of Directors
announced that all Dining Room

Mail Order: Outrigger Canoe Club * 2909 Kalakaua Avenue * Honolulu, HI 96815 » Fax Order: (808) 921-1414

Please print clearly. Do not send checks. All orders will be charged to member’s account.

Your order will be shipped to the address below

COLOR  SIZE

UNIT PRICE

To order by mail, enclose your order form and remember to give us your pbone number.

menu service on the Hau Terrace
was discontinued. A new menu
exclusively for the Hau Terrace was
designed to eliminate the loss of
time servers spent running from the
Terrace to the kitchen and back.

15 Years Ago - 1982
Robert L. Moore, President

Remember Aunty Eva? A
Happy Birthday was extended to
Eva Pomeroy, bomn November 27,
1904, who graced the OCC Front
Desk for 35 years. With her photo-
graph on The Outrigger cover,
Aunty Eva was honored for her per-
petuation of Hawaiian traditions.
In 1957 she christened a fibreglass
canoe in front of the old club.

The OCC Exercise Room
Comes of Age. Last summer the
Club opened its first coed gym.

Personalized instruction was
available from the gym’s competent
staff. Programs could be set up
with specific goals. A masseuse
certified in Swedish massage was
available by appointment. &

TOTAL PRICE  SHIPTO A

* Add 4% sales tax on all
deliveries to Hawali.
** Recipients of international
shipments pay all applicable
duties & taxes.

——————————————-————————1

Subtotal

Shipping & Handling

4% Sales Tax (Hawaii* only)**
TOTAL

| Name Membership #
: Address Phone #

: City State Zip

i Signature Date

We will maintain prices quoted until 12/31/97. After that, some prices may change.

Shipping & Handling Charges

MERCHANDISE ~ VIA U.S. POSTAL
SUBTOTAL SERVICE
$0- 35.00  $ 4.50
$35.01- 55.00 $ 7.50
$55.01- 75.00 $ 9.50
$75.01- 95.00 $11.50
$95.01-135.00 $13.50
$135.01-175.00 $15.50
$175.01-250.00 $16.50
$250.01 - 360.00 $17.50

Over $360.00 5% of
merchandise
subtotal

Orders will be sent via U.S. Postal
Service. Allow 7 to 14 days for
delivery. If any ttem is out of stock,
we will notify you of the expected
delivery day. To guarantee
Christmas delivery, orders must be

- received by 12/7/97.

——————————————————————————-———J

L——————————————————————————————————————————————-—

Outrigger Canoe Club ¥ 2909 Kalakaua Avenue ¥ Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 ¥ Telephone (808) 923-1585 ¥ Fax (808) 921-1414
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'OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB

FUNCTION EVENT PLACE AND TIMES
THURSDAY THANKSGIVING DAY Lunch - Main Dining Room MDR—Closed for Lunch
NOV. 27 Lunch - Hau Terrace ' HT—11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lite Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—2-5 p.m.
Dinner - Main Dining Room MDR—5:30, 6, 7, 8, 8:30, 9 p.m.
Holiday Buffet $24.95 Reservations at Main Dining
' Room Only
‘ Regular Menu - Hau Terrace 6-9:30 p.m.
MONDAY  KEIKI PARTY Lunch - Main Dining Room - MDR—Closed for Lunch
DEC. 15 Children under 12 Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—11:30 am.-2 p.m.
and 2 Adults per family are free. '
Additional people are $5. Keiki Buffet MDR—S5-8 p.m.
Permanent Members only.
No ouest or recinrocal Santa Claus arrives 6:30

puwoL Ui ALLIPIULGL

members

For Reservations:
Give name and how
many children and
adults.

1R aaus al

" on the beach in a canoe

with gifts for the keikis

WEDNESDAY CHRISTMAS EVE

Lunch - Main Dining Room

MDR—Noon to 2 p.m.

DEC. 24 Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lite Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—2-5 p.m.
Dinner - Main Dining Room MDR—5:30, 6, 7, 8, 8:30, 9 p.m.
Holiday Buffet $24.95 Reservations at Main Dining
Room Only
Regular Menu - Hau Terrace HT—6-9:30 p.m.
THURSDAY CHRISTMAS DAY
DEC. 25
For Permanent Members FREE ...
and their spouse or Open House HT—2-5 p.m.
significant other only!! Cocktail Party

Guest, children or other
family who are not
members, reciprocal

-members, and guest
members are not invited.

Dinner—Main Dining Room

Holiday Buffet $24.95

Regular Menu - Hau Terrace

MDR—5:30, 6, 7, 8, 8:30, 9 p.m.
Reservations at Main Dining Room only.

HT—6-9:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY NEW YEAR’S EVE

Lunch - Main Dining Room

MDR—Noon to 2 p.m.

DEC. 31 Lunch —Hau Terrace HT—11:30 am.-2 p.m.

Lite Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—2-5 p.m.

Dinner/Party - Main Dining MDR—9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Room Reservations at Main Dining

Room only.

Regular Menu - Hau Terrace 6-9:30 p.m.
THURSDAY NEW YEAR’S DAY Lunch - Main Dining Room MDR—Closed for Lunch
JAN 1 Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—11:30-2 p.m.

Lite Lunch - Hau Terrace HT—2-5 p.m.

Dinner - Main Dining Room
Holiday Buffet $24.95

Regular Menu - Hau Terrace

5:30, 6,7, 8, 8:30, 9 p.m.
Reservations at Main Dining
Room only

HT—6-9:30 p.m.
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Observations of a Wartime Waikiki

By Emest H."Tommy"” Thomas

n June 16th, 1942, | had my fist

look at Honolulu. The

Commanding Officer of the
Chemical Warfare Depot at Schofield
Barracks met the SS Mount Vernon (The
President Washington in war paint) that
had been our transportation for a couple
of weeks.

We had made a fast crossing from
San Francisco accompanied by the
Matson Line Matsonia, also in grey war
paint. The only other ship in our convoy
was a cruiser, which soon after we left
California, disappeared over the horizon
ahead of us. For protection against sub-
marines our two ships zig-zagged con-
stantly.

Colonel McMillen, our Honolulu
host, loaded us into a vehicle which was
referred to as a “command car” and had
the driver take us through downtown
Horolulu and then down King Street to
Trader Vic’s, which was then on the cor-
ner across from the present Concert Hall.
He thought the first thing we should eat
in Honolulu was coconut ice cream
cones. Were they good!

We went by the famous Kau Kau
Corner Restaurant on our way down
Kalakaua Avenue. Some of the notable
spots were: the Waikiki Theater, the
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, the Moana Hotel,
and a row of rather large buildings
extending past the Moana Hotel up
toward Diamond Head. There was one
night club. On the mauka side, some
smaller businesses extended from the
Waikiki Theater to Kapiolani Park.

loining the OCC

Two of the senior officers in the
Chemical Office where | worked were
members of the Qutrigger Canoe Club—
Colonel George E Unmacht and
Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Q. Smith.
Colonel Unmacht was the first to take
me to the Outrigger. We went one after-
noon for a swim. [t cost me half-a-dollar,
because Colonel Unmacht was not, what
you would say, athletic. Instead, he
belonged to a group of somewhat older
Club members who claimed to be mem-
bers of the “Horizontal Athletic Club” as
they became horizontal on the beach on
their beach towels. Of course [ was too
young and immature to be a member, but
Colonel Unmacht extracted a 50-cent
initiation fee from me anyway. He
deposited it in a cigar box which he kept
in his OCC locker.

Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Q.
Smith and his wife, Clara, took me to
Sunday breakfast at the Club quite often,
and it was through them that | became
acquainted with quite a few Club mem-
bers. One of the breakfasts [ attended
with them was on the day of the memori-

al service held for Walter Macfarlane
who had been a well-loved Club
President.

R.Q. was my sponsor when |
became a Club member in May, 1943.
From that time until the end of the war, 1
spent as much time as [ could at the
Club. I credit the fact that I had reached
the rank of Major with my being able to
go to the Club after work quite often on
week days, and spend time there on
Saturday afternoons and Sundays. Rank
has its privileges, you know. I would
almost always have dinner at the Club
and then catch the bus back to Fort
Shafter.

Joining the Outrigger Canoe Club
in May, 1943 was one of the best things |
have ever done. The Club had about
1,500 members, most being business men.
Many of the members were away from
the island because of the war, although
there were some local members who
were in the service and lucky enough to
be stationed in Honolulu.

Some of the members worked in
jobs connected with the military. Bill
Cook was working on the Red Hill Oil
Storage project; several of the Hawaiian
Beach Boys had jobs at the Pearl Harbor
Shipyard. Some of the young athletes
were enlisted men, but most were officers.
Jimmy Pflueger was a Marine and
Admiral “Bull” Halsey knew him. One
Sunday, the Admiral walked out on the
beach and yelled, “Where's that Marine?”

OCC Life in 1943

[ learned to surf and play volleyball
at the Club. And, starting with the
Kamehameha Day canoe races in 1943, |
became a member of the Outrigger Junior
Paddling Crew. I don't believe I'm exag-
gerating at all when I say, the Outrigger
Canoe Club saved my sanity! 1had a
very nerve-wracking job. It was one of
those with a lot of paperwork, and a lot
of telephone calls.

As | became better acquainted at
the Outrigger Canoe Club, [ became
more involved in the social life of the
Club. There seemed to be more and
more occasions when | would be invited
to parties. Weddings, baby luaus, dinners
in nice homes, parties in night clubs and,
of course, those marvelous parties at the
OQutrigger Canoe Club, all showed what a
wonderful life it must have been in
Hawaii before the war.

The wedding parties in big, old
Kahala residences were outstanding,
There would always be a troupe of rather
large Hawaiian ladies playing music and
dancing the hula. On several occasions, |
asked someone more conversant with the
Hawaiian language than I, what some of
the words were in some of the songs. |
was very surprised to learn that some of

the lyrics were, to be frank, dirty. | had
wondered why the ladies seemed to be
having such a good time.

The absolute best parties at the
OQutrigger were the annual affairs put on
by the Kamaaina Hui. The Hui wasa
“Club within the Club” which had been
organized by some of the Club’s leaders to
help promote the Club’s goals. Many of
the Club’s talented members were Hui
members so the parties included a lot of
good entertainment, as well as magnifi-
cent food and drink provided by the
Club.

Anzai’s famous “Anzai’s Banzai
Punch” was introduced at a Hui party. |
was deeply honored by the Hui to be
elected its president in 1945. However,
one of the greatest honors [ ever received
was my election as president of the

Qutrigger Canoe Club in 1969.

Girl Shortage

There was definitely a girl shortage
in Hawaii during the war. Most of the
local families sent the women and chil-
dren to the mainland when Japan started
making war noises in the Orient, and |
believe there was some evacuation of
families after December 7th.

The net result was it was very diffi-
cult for a young single man to get a date,
particularly at the Outrigger Canoe Club.
The few girls still around the Club, were
not the type who would play the field.
They all came from “good” families who
were Club members.

To me, the Club had a family
atmosphere, as was demonstrated each
Sunday by large groups of members of all
ages and genders gathering on the grass
area. Usually someone would have a
ukulele and there would be some quiet
singing by a small group. Others would
just stretch out on beach towels and talk
to other members. Some would watch
the volleyball games.

Volleyball Was Popular

Under the astute leadership of
seven-term Club president Judge Wilford
Godbold, the game of volleyball was defi-
nitely not a game of champions—it was a
game that everyone could take part in.
The senior court; the senior-junior court
and the small court were usually filled
with players.

Two-player, four-player and six-
player games were played.

Wilford knew that the war placed
great restrictions on everyone’s activities
and he felt that volleyball at the Club
would provide a means for the members
to get recreation. He was right.

Sunday momings were always filled
with doubles matches. Afternoons, after
work hours, were always big-game match-
es. Everyone entering the club was invit-

ed (ordered?) to join a team.

The quality of the games may not
have met current playing standards, but
there was fun, a lot of laughter, good fel-
lowship and recreation. After the war, in
1948, Wilford appointed me Volleyball
Committee Chairman, a post I held for
two years.

Occasionally, and usually when
everyone least expected it, the relative
peace and tranquility of the Qutrigger
Canoe Club would be totally shattered by
a fighter plane making an almost vertical
dive and then a pull-out right over the
Club.

When this happened, volleyball
players reported that they had to pull
their hitting arm down below the net.
We figured that the pilot was just express-
ing his feeiings for being in Hawaii.

Surfs Up

When the surf was too good to
ignore we would all go surfing. Some
would go out in any event, just for the
exercise. There is no doubt about it, with
Canoe Surf so easy to get to—not beyond
any reef barrier—and with easy to catch
waves, why not go out? O, if some single
guy had a

PanAm Stewardess date—why not
take “Duke” or “Dad” (two-man Koa
canoes) out and impress her?

One beautiful afternoon I did just
that, and, wouldn't you know, | swamped
the canoe. We got back to shore OK.
The only one who saw us was Bill
Mullahey, who never let me forget the
incident.

Dining Was Superior

The Dining Room and Bar service
at the Outrigger Canoe Club were superi-
or throughout the entite war years. Even
with rationing, the Club was able to serve
large helpings of very good quality food at
very reasonable prices. It wasn't until just
a few years ago that | was given an expla-
nation of how Henry DeGorog, the man-
ager during the entire period, was able to
doit.

The story was, Henry’s father was
the Matson Line Head Steward and he
would have the Stewards Department
ship things, like good steak, to the Club.
The story has a bad ending.

Henry'’s father was supposedly fired
by Matson when the facts became
known.

The Club had some very good
waiters, several having been waiters, and
even waiter captains, at the Royal
Hawaiian Hotel before the Navy took
over the Royal for the submarine crews.
The Club also had Anzai as Head
Bartender. He was considered by the
other bartenders in Waikiki as the top
one.
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