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The Beach Boys of Waikiki
and the Outrigger Canoe Club

By Barbara Del Piano

It’s late one afternoon back at the “Old Club” and the
beach office has closed down for the day; the canoes and
surfboards have been put away. Most of the swimmers and
sunbathers have packed up their belongings and headed
back to their hotels. But do the beach boys even think of
going home after a hard day’s work of giving swimming
and surfing lessons, and steering outriggers filled with
tourists through the waves at Canoes Surf? 

Of course not! They gather on the beach in front of the
Club with their guitars and ukuleles, and joined by a group
of people, including millionaires and celebrities, they start
to sing. Their musical talents rival their athletic abilities,
and their charming ways enchant all who come in contact
with them.  

Yes, those were the old-time beach boys, and although
they’re gone, their memories linger on. Most of them were
full or part-Hawaiian and were lured to the beach as
youngsters, drawn by a magnetic force that remained with
them throughout their lives. And with that love of the
ocean was an innate sense of the spirit of aloha and love
for the Hawaiian way of life.  

This special charismatic crew of beach boys, associated
with the Outrigger Canoe Club, comprised the Waikiki
Beach Patrol, formed in 1934, with Bill Mullahey as its
head. It came about because commercial activity at the
beach was getting out of hand, and there were no rules or
regulations in place to control it. 

The Patrol paid rent to the Club for the beach-front of-
fice from which it offered all types of beach services. It pro-
vided everything from chairs and umbrellas, learning or
just enjoying Hawaiian water sports, or simply relaxing
under the hau trees for a good lomilomi provided by the
supple hands of Earl King, called the “Oil King,” for the
generous application of coconut oil he massaged into the
tight, tense muscles of mainland tycoons. 

After Mullahey left to begin a successful career with
Pan Am Airways, Sally Hale took over, the only haole other
than Mullahey, to serve as a full time beach boy. Except, of
course, for the honorary captain, Shirley Temple.  With few
exceptions, they all had nicknames:    Steamboat, Turkey,
Blue, Chick, Curly, Ox, Panama, Kalakaua, Boss, Squeeze,
Splash.  Further down the beach by the Waikiki Tavern
were Rabbit, Blackout, Mud and Scooter. 

And they each had their own special brand of hoomali-
mali which they lavished on their devoted fans, and for
which they were often handsomely rewarded. Besides gen-
erous tips, they at various times received such gifts as a trip
to New York City, or even front row seats at the World Se-
ries. At the age of sixteen, Freckles Lyons, brother of
Splash, traveled around the world, the guest of an admirer
he met on the beach. 

Some had other jobs at night; Kalakaua (Simeon Aylett)
was door man at the Halekulani, Splash (Kepoikai Lyons)
had his own band which performed Hawaiian music at vari-
ous night clubs, and was a recording artist. Chick (William
Daniels) was a published songwriter. For most, however,
the beach was their entire life, love, and livelihood.  But
what they got from it, they gave back with heart and soul.

Although they were well-known for entertaining the
rich and famous, the Beach Boys were, in a sense, celebri-
ties themselves, known far and wide for their charming
personalities, and their musical talents, which included
playing instruments, singing, and even dancing hula. They
possessed an inimitable ability to entertain–all this aside
from their prowess in the ocean. They were a tremendous
asset to the nearby hotels and to the Outrigger Canoe Club
as well. 

Singers like Bing Crosby and ukulele players like Arthur
Godfrey joined them in entertaining as they lazed on the
beach in the late afternoon, attracting crowds of people,
malihini and kamaaina, who were mesmerized by the
beautiful harmony that flowed so effortlessly from their
combined voices. 

There were others who were not professionals, but
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who also devoted much of their life to the ocean like Duke
Kahanamoku and his brothers, Dad Center, John D.
Kaupiko, Johnny Hollinger, Jimmy Hakuole, and Charley
Amalu. 

They all coached and steered Outrigger and Hui Nalu
crews for years and helped to develop many outstanding
aquatic athletes among members of both organizations.
They taught young Outrigger members how to surf,
loaned them boards to practice on, and gave them great
encouragement in their endeavors. They also helped build
character, instilling values in young people that would help
them grow into honorable men and women. 

This idyllic lifestyle came to an abrupt halt on Decem-
ber 7, 1941, as World War II drastically changed the face of
Waikiki, and indeed, all of Hawaii. Huge coils of barbed
wire stretched down the beach and armed sentries were
stationed at intervals. Access to the ocean was prohibited,
blackout and curfew were imposed and martial law went
into effect. 

The luxurious Matson liners that brought boat-loads of
visitors to the islands each week were transformed into
troop ships. The Royal Hawaiian Hotel was taken over by
the Navy for R&R for its submariners.  Business at the Out-
rigger fell off significantly. Instead of wealthy visitors
strolling down Kalakaua in their satins and furs, or catch-
ing tans on the beach, it was uniformed servicemen every-
where.

With no visitors coming to Waikiki, and the ocean off-

limits, the Waikiki Beach Patrol fell behind in its rent and
eventually closed down for the duration. Sally Hale and
other Beach Boys joined the military while many others
took defense jobs at Pearl Harbor or other military bases. 

When the war was finally over and the Royal Hawaiian
was restored to its former grandeur, tourists again flocked
to Waikiki.  Most of the Beach Boys, including Sally Hale,
returned to their jobs at the renamed Waikiki Beach Serv-
ice, but it was not the same. 

Air transportation introduced a different type of visitor
to Waikiki and new hotels sprang up that catered to the
middle classes. The Beach Boys found their clientele was
different. Nevertheless, they continued to offer the same
friendly and hospitable service with a smile as they steered
their canoes through the surf, their passengers thrilled as
they glided over the crests of the rolling waves. 

They still gathered to entertain with their harmonious
voices and their inimitable wit. Their reputation as icons of
Waikiki Beach never diminished as they continued to ply
their trade on the beach at Waikiki.  

It was truly the end of an era when the Outrigger
Canoe Club left its original site at the center of the best
surfing spots on the island. Many of the Beach Boys had re-
tired by then, and the hotels instituted their own beach
services. Harry Robello became head of the Royal Hawai-
ian’s operation.  Gone, but not forgotten, the famed Beach
Boys will remain legends, truly a vital part of the history of
Waikiki.

The Beach 
Patrol showed

off its new 
uniforms in

1935:  Johnny
Makua, Colgate,
Panama Dave,

Ted Waters,
Chick Daniels,

Curley Cornwall,
Pua Kealoha,
Sally Hale, Joe
Miner.  Photo

courtesy Lorrin
P. Thurston. 

Joe Miner gives
a lomi lomi.

Sally Hale welcomes Shirley
Temple as an honorary member
of the Beach Patrol.

The Beach Boys weave
a hat for a visitor.

A celebrity gets star treatment from
Sally Hale and another beach boy.



Aloha Party Celebration
for Board, Committees

Each year the Outrigger Canoe Club thanks members who have served on the Board of Directors and on Standing and
Athletic Committees, for their service.  This year, the Aloha Party was held on March 4 and featured a bountiful buffet.
Past Presidents and the Club management team are also guests.
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Outgoing President Marc Haine, left, and incoming
President Jeff Dinsmore, right, congratulate Steve
Gilley and Liz Perry for their service to the Board
of Directors.

Keahi Pelayo, Kim Darling, Arnold and
June Lum, Al Darling.

Leslie and Jack Mattice.

Val, Jeff and Pam Davis, Mark Jackola. Mark Bratton, Kalani Schraeder, Todd and
Kris Bradley.

Past President Chuck and Anne Swanson,
Keith and Polly Steiner.

Eva, David and Maxine Rochlen Gay and Phil Sevier and Reid
and Linda Perry.

Carol Remillard, Joy Barnhart, Lily Coulifik,
and Barbara Del Piano.
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Linda Taylor, Conne Sutherland,
Carin Rapson.

Lisa Perry, Don Eovino, Rosalyn Dwan,
Bruce Liebert and Gerri Pedesky.

Maile and Doug Ostrem, Maureen and Bill
Kilcoyne, Ann and Past President Mark Buck.

Mike Leineweber, Past President Bob
and Sue Moore, Peter Balding Jr.

President Jeff Dinsmore and Past
President Barbara Stehouwer.

Byron and Norm Ho.

Steve Scott and Past President
Tom McTigue.

Jim Anderson and Andrea Lehman. Kala Judd and Past President Glenn Perry.



As the Terrace Turns

These girls know how to have
fun:  Wendy Crabb, Michele
St. John, Gay Austin, Cindy
Cote, Suzy Hemmings, Ann
Martin and Alice Lunt.  They
recently returned from a holo
holo to Bora Bora.

Silvia Sophia Buck and
her auntie Lesley
Goldman share some
love on the Terrace.
Photo by Nora Meijide
Gentry.

Elizabeth and
Michele Carbone,
left, and UH Presi-
dent M. R. C.
Greenwood at the
grand opening
celebration of the
UH Cancer Center.

The Roth family gath-
ered at the Club recently
for John Roth’s marriage
to David McCollugh.
Front:  Madeline, George
and Peter Nielsen.  Back:
Tom, John, Walter and
Cassie Roth Nielsen. 

In February, Linda and Leighton Taylor celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary at the Club with fam-
ily and friends from Hawaii and the Mainland. Inter-
national sailors Bill Jacoby, Dave Carroll and Russ
Foster joined them, re-visiting their tasks as members
of the original wedding party.  The Taylors wrote a
long letter to Club GM Gary Oliveira praising the staff
for superb food and service. They have already re-
served the Terrace for their 75th.

Members are invited to contribute items and
photos for this column.  You may leave items at
the Front Desk to the attention of the Editor or
email to occmag@aol.com.  The deadline for the
July magazine is May 25.  Items received after
May 25 will appear in the August magazine.  Be
sure to include your name and phone number in
case additional information is needed.
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Garrett Saikley, left,
and Robert Carpenter,
right, hosted a
launching party for
John Berger’s (center)
new book, Hawaiian
Music and Musicians:
An Encyclopedic His-
tory.   A group of
great local entertain-
ers and friends en-
joyed the evening.

Enjoying lunch
on the Terrace
recently were
Blythe Wilson,
visiting from
Nashville, TN,
Sharon Peter-
son and Margo
Borland.

Kathryn Miller just
finished her freshman
year at Montana
State University and
her first year as a
cheerleader for the
MSU Bobcats.
Kathryn says she en-
joyed cheering for
the football team
through their playoff
games and the men’s
and women’s basket-
ball teams.  She’s
looking forward to
next year.

Ray Galas met
with Defense
Under Secretary
Jessica Wright
and was among
those present
for Defense Sec-
retary Chuck
Hagel's wel-
come address
on his first day
as SECDEF at the
Pentagon.
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Faye Parker and Margie Howe won the 6th annual
OCC Cribbage Tournament on March 16.  As the win-
ners of Pool II, Faye and Margie squeaked out their
championship game over the winners of Pool I, Karl
Heyer IV and Chris Laird, while many of the other crib-
bage players were watching and cheering.

This year 16 teams (32 players) played seven round
robin games.  The youngest team was Maile Heyer and
Amber Chong, 12.  By the way, they were the only
team to win a game from Faye and Margie.  Good
playing girls!

The other players this year were Pool I: Jimmy
McMahon and Blake Johnson, Ethan and Jean Abbott,
Roger McNicoll and Nancy Freeman, Mark and Mike
Buck, Allison and Tyler Guard, Megan Abbott and
Melie James, Matt Jaswick and Eric Abbott.  Pool II: Sid
and Diana Snyder, Robby Kelly and Mark Towill, Lance
Livingston and Hugh Damon, Tim and Ian Guard, David
and Pumehana Wadsworth, Chris Abbott and Martin
Lee.

In case you didn’t know there’s a cribbage board
and cards at the Front Desk.  Just sign them out and
back if you want to play cribbage at the Club.

It was a great day of cribbage.
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Parker and Howe Cribbage Champs
By Margie Howe

Cribbage champs Faye Parker and Margie Howe.
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Bradley and Jordan Lead
OCC Golfers at Kapolei

Paddling at the Ala Wai

Twenty golfers enjoyed perfect course and weather
conditions at the March OCC golf outing at Kapolei Golf
Course. The competition was intense and at the end
Drew Bradley and Judy Jordan prevailed with the lowest
gross scores for men and women respectively.

For the lowest net scores, Lloyd Jones placed first
followed by Phil Sevier and Uli Frowein.  Also honored
at the 19th hole were the winners of the closest-to-the-
pin jackpot which were Bruce McDonald, John Conway,
Ken Garzo and again Drew Bradley.  Finally, the prize
for the longest drive was awarded to Mark Bratton who
hit it “out of the park”.

The upcoming venues of the OCC golfers will take
place at Ewa Beach Golf Club, Waialae Country Club and
in June an exciting Junior/Senior tournament at Hawaii
Kai.  Check the bulletin boards and weekly OCC e-mails
for details.

By Uli Klinke

The Ala Wai is a great “tool” for paddling. There are
at least five canoe clubs, including the Outrigger, that
have used the Ala Wai for many years.  That being said,
we hear members concerns and recognize that there are
issues for some due to water quality.

We have investigated other alternatives including
property run or owned by DLNR, Kapiolani Trust and the
City. We have talked to other canoe clubs. We have also
consulted with the Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Associ-
ation.  After all of this research we have determined
that the Ala Wai is our best location.

Going forward we are taking a proactive approach
to address members’ issues.  We have equipped each of
the coaches with a complete first aid kit, which includes
Hibiclens, an antibacterial cleanser along with first aid
supplies. There are four hose hook-ups supplied to the
coaches which can be used to rinse off with fresh water
after practice

You can help to insure that your family is not suscep-
tible to any negative reaction from the Ala Wai.  Please
educate your family members and make sure that if
they have any cuts, scratches or abrasions they should
be covered before practice. The coach should be made
aware of these.  Always rinse off after practice and
wash paddling clothes, gloves and shoes.

By taking these steps we can continue to use the Ala
Wai as the great training tool that it is.

If you would like further information on Staph, you
can search Google for an article by Dr. Alan Tice, enti-
tled  Swimming with Staphlococci at Waikiki. 

By Michele St. John and Alice Lunt, Canoe Racing Committee Co-Chairs

Participating in the Kapolei tournament were front:  Agenhart Ellis, SE
Lee, Donna Ryman, Jerry Bookin, Sydnee Kakina, Larry Wennick and
Mark Bratton.  Back: Nancy McDonald, Lloyd Jones, Drea Kia, Roger
Ryman, John Conway, Judy Jordan, Phil Sevier, and John Eveleth.
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Running
Hawaii Pacific Health Women’s 10K
3/3/13 Kapiolani Park
Candes Gentry, 2nd W 35-39, :44:56
Corin Gentry Balding :52:03
Laurie Sloan 1:00:48
Nora Meijide Gentry, 1:28:21
Gerry DeBenedetti 1:30:58
Cassie Senner 1:31:09

For the Record
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MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW

Kimo Smigielski
Broker-in-Charge

R, CRS, GRI, ABR, e-PRO

kimo@sandislehawaii.com

–––

–––

808 255 2400  cell

808 735 5585  office

808 735 5598  fax

www.sandislehawaii.com
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Backward Glances

47 Years Ago, 1966
Thomas Martin Arnott, President

The U. S. Volleyball National Championships were
held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, from Wednesday, May
11 through Saturday, May 14. Of the 39 teams entered,
Outrigger was seeded third by virtue of its fourth place
finish last year at Omaha. 

Outrigger proceeded to the finals in the winners
bracket without losing a game. Among the victors were
highly regarded Sand and Sea “White” and defending
champions, Westside of LA. As the winners bracket fi-
nals came to a close, we saw Outrigger in a dual with
the Sand and Sea “Greens.” In the first game, with a
minute to go, Outrigger led 14-9, but finally suc-
cumbed 16-14. 

We were quite proud to be second to a club that
placed five players on the All-American team including
Outrigger member Bob Hogan. Hogan was selected as
an alternate on the America Olympic team in 1964 and
to date has developed into the foremost “setter” in the
country.

By Barbara Del Piano

MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW

ON THE COVER:  They could surf, they could sing, and their smiles
would enchant the visitors at Waikiki Beach for a decade.  They were
the Waikiki Beach Patrol of the Outrigger Canoe Club.  Formed in
1934, they served the Club and nearby hotels for three decades.  
Story and more photos on pages 2-3.
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Michael Luna
Junior

Dwight Lin
Associate Spouse

Hayden Brown
Junior

Lisa M. White
Regular

Kristine Nakaoka
Regular
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New Summer Merchandise at

LOGO SHOP
Open Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Nicole C. Segovia
Deceased:  May 25, 2012
Club Member:  32 Years

Doris T. Guss
Deceased:  November 4, 2012
Club Member:  18 Years

Frank Boas
Deceased:  March 16, 2013
Club Member:  22 Years

Thomas Conner
Deceased: March 28, 2013
Club Member: 43 Years

In Memoriam

Employee
of the Month
Summer LaBrecque 

By Joyce Nobriga

“Summer is a breath of fresh air.  Her bright, friendly
smile greets everyone in the Lobby. In a short time, she has
shown her dedication to the Club by embracing opportuni-
ties across multiple departments in the Club. 

Her primary position is at the Front Desk but she also
works as a Logo Shop attendant and Hau Terrace busser.
She takes tremendous pride in her work and always makes
herself available to cover open shifts. 

We are very fortunate to have her on our OCC team. 

Regular
Daniel Justice 

Intermediate
Douglas Kaipo Sarkissian Jr 

Associate
Michelle Justice 
Kelly Pang 

Junior
Gavin Hogan 
Emma Nitao 
Thomas Nitao 
Raquel Roman 

Nonresident
Kenneth Gerdau 
Edward L. McCall

newmembers



BOARD BRIEFS

Board Briefs is taken from the minutes of the meeting of the
Board of Directors on March 28, 2013.  There was no Executive
Committee meeting in March.

Membership: The Membership Count was 4,759 as of
February 28, 2013.

Hardship Requests: The Board requested that A & M review
all requests for hardship prior to the requests going to the Board
for approval. The Board would then act on the committee’s
recommendations.

Pension Fund: The Board approved the 2013 minimum
contribution of $260,000 to the pension fund.

Budgeted Comebacks: The Board approved Board Policy
3.2.3.3, granting the authority of the Club Captain and
Coordinating Director of Athletics to approve any budgeted
comebacks related to off island events/competitions.

Persona Non Grata: The Board reviewed and approved the
Persona Non Grata list and suggested that the names on the list
be researched by staff to purge the list of any deceased persons.  

Crisis Management Team: The Crisis Management Team for
2013-2014 was approved by the Board. The team consists of Jeff
Dinsmore, Fred Noa, Brad Totherow, Jon Whittington, Diana
Allen, Marilyn Kali, Gary Oliveira and Robert Greer.  The Board
requested that the Club Captain be added to the list.

Financial Report: For February, there was net income of
$44,141.  Year to date $137,500 in initiation fees have been
collected and deposited in the Operating Fund.  The Building
Fund has net income of $199,062 this year.

Capital Spending: A spalling problem was recently

discovered in the parking garage on the lower level underneath
the exit. This needs to be addressed ASAP.  B & G has asked to
put some funds into landscaping.  Lobby renovations are
complete.  Elevator cab replacement:  Kone, in addition to Otis,
will also submit a bid.  Most companies will not bid on freight
elevators.  The glass door replacement in the Koa Lanai is waiting
for bids.  Still researching specifications for the Hau Terrace bus
station requirements.  The sound system is almost complete.

Budget Revisions: The Board will work with the General
Manager to fund additional member activity/experience projects.

Admissions: A & M is looking at the Service category to
consider updating and revising the category to make more
relevant.  The Board requested that Special members be
separated from the Special Athletic member category for
reporting purposes.

Kalanianaole Property: The buyer for the Kalanianaole
property has cancelled the contract to purchase the property due
to the difficulty in getting necessary permits. The current tenant
is moving out at the end of April.  LRP and the Kalanianaole
Property committees will be meeting to consider alternatives
going forward.

Surfski Race: The Board discussed and approved the placing
of temporary watercraft stalls for use by entrants in the May 19
Molokai-Oahu race along with approval of up to 35 guest
memberships sponsored and guaranteed by Gib Bintliff.  Small
fee will be charged for stall rental.  Epic will administer the stalls.
One beginner and one advanced kayak clinic will be given to
OCC members.
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