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OH! THOSE WERE THE DAYS!

The party was in full swing on the Koa Lanai, while back in
the Duke Room two young people were busy filming interviews.
It was the Old-timer’s Last Hurrah in August and Marilyn Kali,
Outrigger magazine editor, suggested soliciting memories of the
“Old Club” for our archives. 

Fortuitously, Ja-ne deAbreu, chair of the Historical Committee,
which maintains the Club’s archives, is a professional media pro-
ducer and 2009 Telly Award winner. She liked the idea and ex-
panded it from jotted-down notes to filmed interviews with
several long-time and former members.

After making sure the interviewee was holding the micro-
phone correctly and was properly positioned, the questioning
began. Although each person had his or her own special memo-
ries, there was one that nearly each person had in common. And
that was how every one knew each other, and the friendliness
and camaraderie that pervaded the Club in those good old days
in Waikiki.  

Joe Gilman’s dad, Arthur Gilman, was a Charter Member of
the Outrigger in 1908 so Joe says he spent a lot of his childhood
there and has been paddling all his life. He fondly remembers
other old-timers like Chris Bode, Archie Kaaua, and John D.
Kaupiko, stalwarts of the old Club.  

Peter Nottage, says he too grew up at the Old Club. After join-
ing in 1943, Peter traveled there each weekend by street car, and
later, bus. He soon became an avid surfer and spent many memo-
rable hours riding the waves at Canoe’s, Blowhole, Queen’s, and
First Break. 

Encouraged by her uncle, “Dad” Center, one of Outrigger’s
all-time great coaches and steersmen, Pam Anderson joined the
Club at the age of 13 after which it immediately became her sec-
ond home. “Uncle Dad” taught her surfing and paddling and Pam
went on to become the Outrigger’s first wahine steersman. 

Steering in one of the Kona Regattas, Pam relates how the
buoys drifted off , and caused the Outrigger canoe to ram one
from Kona while making a turn, but still went on to win the race.
Fortunately, the judges recognized the problem and the Outrig-
ger was not penalized. The Club went on to win the Regatta.

A favorite activity that nearly everyone not only talked about,

but also participated in, was volleyball. M. L. O’Brien commented
that the courts were a focal point of the Club. “When you walked
in, there were always games going on to the right of the walk-
way, and on the grass on the left, were all of us watching or wait-
ing to play.” 

Peter Nottage also reminisced about playing with friends,
“Until we got booted off by the seniors, who of course, had prior-
ity.”  Aggie Quigg iterated M. L.’s comments about the lawn op-
posite the courts being the gathering place for members while
they watched the games or simply chatted or read a book. 

The Martin sisters, Beryl (Haxton) and Joan (Rodby,) played,
but mostly on the small court with friends, among them Billie
Neal (Baird). 

Romances often blossomed at the Club. It was where Marian
and Tommy Arnott had their first date, and after their marriage,
just about every Wednesday night and weekend were spent
there. Beryl Martin Haxton met her husband, Bill, at the Outrig-
ger, and often sat on the beach reading and waiting for him
while he was out surfing.

Several people commented on the Beach Boys and how great
an asset they were to the Club. Always gentlemen, most with
super musical talent, they often gathered on the Hau Terrace
after a day’s work, talking story, singing old-time hapa-haole
songs, playing ukulele, and entertaining members and visitors
alike...including movie stars and celebrities.

Lovette “Lala” Thomas Black was one of many teenagers that
hung around the Old Club before being able to join. To this day
she cringes at the thought of encountering manager Henry De
Gorog. Finally, she said with a sigh of relief, a generous uncle
came up with the astronomical initiation fee of $15.00. 

She also had high praise, as did many others, for beloved
“Auntie Eva” who, along with her regular front desk duties, dis-
pensed her motherly wisdom to so many young girls.  The Ka-
hanamoku brothers were high on her list of exemplary people as
well. She mentions how Sarge kept the boys in line and made
sure they minded their manners and abided by Club rules. 

Another favorite reminiscence, especially among the wahine,
was of Linn’s bathing suits. “If you didn’t wear one, you simply

LEFT: The Club Volleyball Courts and the
adjoining lawn were favorites of all.

RIGHT: Ginny May, left, wears the old OCC
swim suit, first made by Linn's and later by
the Club and sold in the Logo Shop.  Cen-
ter, Ivanelle Ho, and Beverly Gram.

FAR RIGHT: Pop Ford enjoys lunch in the
Dining Room in the old days.

By Barbara Del Piano
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weren’t “in,” says Beryl Haxton. The heavy, cotton, two-piece suits
with “saila-moku” buttons up the sides were all the style back in
the forties. Eventually, the Outrigger developed a similar brand of
its own, but with the Club’s logo. This saved everyone the trouble
of going to Chinatown for a new suit.

M. L. O’Brien has vivid recollections of the Club’s founder,
Alexander Hume Ford, or “Pop” Ford, as everyone called him. “He
was a gentle old man,” M.L. said, “who strolled the grounds daily,
wandering around, seemingly at loose ends. But I feel sure he was
taking in everything that was going on. I think several on the
Club staff made sure, in a quiet way, that he was properly dressed
and remembered to eat. He would make his rounds on the beach
and then go upstairs to the dining room; but before he got to the
top, he would sit on the steps, take off his shoes, and pour the
sand out. He never said much to anyone.  I just hope he was
proud of what he started.” 

The author actually remembers “Pop Ford” speaking to her
one day. As she was sitting on an overturned canoe in the pas-
sageway to the beach across from the surfboard lockers, he
walked by and commented, “You have pretty knees,” a compli-
ment she has never forgotten. 

It was “small kid time,” back in the mid-thirties, when Ben
Cassiday started hanging out at Waikiki beach. By chance, he got
to know David Kahanamoku who became his mentor. “David
taught me so many things,” Ben reminisces, “not only how to
swim, and surf, and exercise, but many other things as well;
things that have remained with me throughout my life.  He
taught me the things that are important to becoming an honor-
able person. Not a Club member then, Ben went on to spend 30
years in the Air Force during which time he joined the Outrigger
as a Service Member where his cousin Jimmy Pflueger was actively
involved as a paddler and one of “Duke’s Boys”.  In 1982, at the
present site, Ben served as Club president. 

Donna Lee Sandler Harris remembers going to the Club fre-
quently as a child of about 10 with her parents for Sunday lunch.
It was a special treat when Rose, their favorite waitress, slipped a
scoop of ice cream into her glass of milk. She also remembers a
young man named Rick who set up an easel near the Club en-
trance where he hand-sprayed original colorful designs on tee-

shirts and sold them for $3.00.
Margo Armitage Morgan was never a member of the Club,

but her parents were. Back in the ‘30s, as a small child, she often
splashed around in the shallow water in front of the Club, or on
her dad’s surf board. She even remembers the Desha Law, passed
in 1921 which remained in effect until 1949. It stated that “no
person over the age of 14 years of age shall appear on any road
or highway in the City and County of Honolulu in a bathing suit,
unless covered suitably by an outer garment reaching to at least
the knees.”  

As a sign of changing times, the author recalls playing volley-
ball one day in the late ‘40s or early ‘50s, when, for the very first
time in Club history, a wahine strolled down the center walkway
wearing a bikini. She says, “All the games on all the courts
stopped...all the players stood open-mouthed as they watched
this voluptuous gal go by. There might have been a whistle or
two, but most of the guys were too dumb-founded to utter a
sound. The manager, I believe it was Ted Magill, discreetly in-
formed her that such attire was not permitted on the premises. It
was a hot topic of conversation for weeks.” 

A true icon of the Outrigger was Duke Kahanamoku who
pulled a team of paddlers into top shape for the first annual Wal-
ter Macfarlane Regatta on the Fourth of July, 1943. Tommy Arnott
told his wife, Marian, how hard the original crew, consisting of
Tommy Arnott, Tommy O’Brien, Thad Ekstrand, John Beaumont,
and Jim Fernie worked under Duke’s coaching.  

It paid off when they won the top event of the day, the “Se-
nior Six” and were the first to receive the magnificent Matson
Trophy and partake of champagne personally poured into it by
Walter Mac’s mother, Kamokila Campbell. The crew, which
changed from year to year, went on to win a total of seven times. 

Oh yes! Those were indeed the days, and although it’s been
50 years since the Club moved to its Diamond Head location from
Waikiki, the memories linger on. 

The filming was a first of its kind for a Club event, and when
edited and put on DVD, will make an interesting addition to the
Club’s Archives. It may also be available to the membership for a
nominal fee.
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Christian Peterson, Mary Caywood, Mitzi Murphy,
Kathleen Shea.

Alan Watanabe, Carin Rapson.

Richard Stowell and Diane Stowell. Anne Marie Mizuno, Michele St.
John, Ann Martin, Tracey Wiltgen.

Bob Bradley, Dee Judd, Peter Cornes, Jocelyn Bradley.

Ron and Hisae Hochuli, Marc and
Jamey Etherton.

Mary and Don Machado. Virginia and Bob Vieira, Sachi Braden, Gerry DeBenedetti.

Cathy Hedges and Kawika Grant. Bruce Liebert, Judith Kellogg, Eric Liebert. Richard and Myrna Cundy.

Seated: Tay Perry, Ja-ne deAbreu, Moana Tregaskis.
Standing: Norman Ho, Cindy Mahoney, Glenn Perry,
Gloria and Hal Henderson, Monica Ho.

MEMBERS ENJOY
CHRISTMAS DAY PARTY
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Bette and Richard Berry.

Jeff and Paige
Brattin, Lisa

Velez and Dan
Bradbury.

Maria and Ricky Grigg, Brad Coates,
Gib Bintliff.

Frances Wright, Alan Michaels. Harriet Wedemann, Ben Cassi-
day, Pat Lang.

Don Fowler and Margie Howe. Lisa Hutchinson and Blair
Thorndike.

Greg Berquist, Kehau Kali Berquist, Joe and
Miho Teipel.
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Leilani Maguire, Bob Moore, Scott and Lynn Wardwell.

Mike Beyer and Paul Friese.JD Watumull, Jackie Maguire, Tim Guard.

Richard Ferguson, Joann and Bob Allin.

MEMBERS ENJOY
CHRISTMAS DAY PARTY
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Backward Glances
20 Years Ago 1993
James C. Peterson, President

Have you ever wondered what is stocked behind
the Club’s Bar, in the liquor lockers, coolers or where
the beer kegs, mix and soft drink syrups are stored?
Just ask one of the bartenders.

The Club maintains in stock eight domestic beers
and five imported beers; a complete stock of all fa-
vorite liquors and wines.  Vodka is still the favorite and
used more than any other liquor.

The Wine Cellar contains 40 different wines includ-
ing champagne.  Besides many domestic wines, we
have a selection of imported wines from France, Ger-
many, Italy and Australia.

As a special, the Club has its own label Chardonnay
and Cabernet easily recognized by its distinctive OCC
label.

One of the Club’s favorite drinks is the Henry: a
blend of passion fruit juice, grenadine and vodka.  And
for those who prefer to delete the vodka, ask for a
Henrietta.

Following the President’s Day Steak Fry was a spe-
cial program, “Tailgating with the Rainbow Coaches”
with Head Coach Bob Wagner, Assistant Head Coach
George Lumpkin, Offensive Coordinator Paul Johnson
and Defensive Coordinator Chris Smeland.

Wagner and his staff engaged in a spirited question
and answer dialogue with a knowledgeable experi-
enced crowd.  A film documenting the Western Athletic
Conference Championship season that led to the Bows
post-season win the 1992 Holiday Bowl was shown.

OCC’s first 1993 Stroke Play Golf Tournament was
played at Navy-Marine Golf Course.  Joie Gopez and Bill
Cross won the Low Gross honors.  Cyrena Bryaro and
Bruce Bolton were the Low Net winners.  Cyrena and
Teri Lui each won a Closest to the Pin award for the
Wahines while Bill Cross won both of the Kane awards.

By Carol Lynn Remillard
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As the Terrace Turns

Jimmy McMahon,
center, was happy
to meet his doc-
tors, Harrison
Ishida and Fred
Fong, at a recent
social gathering.

Nanea Brattin gets
some teething
done while enjoy-
ing sunset on the
Hau Terrace!

OCC’s past presidents met for their annual luncheon in the Koa Lanai in
December.  Seated: Bob Moore, Chuck Swanson, Walter Guild, Karl Heyer
IV, Brant Ackerman, Ben Cassiday, Wendell Brooks III, Peter Balding, Bar-
bara Stehouwer, Jimmy McMahon.  Standing: Ron Sorrell, Bob Anderson,
Tim Guard, Vik Watumull, Marc Haine, Mary Philpotts-McGrath, Mark
Buck, Greg Moss, Geoff Graf, Tom McTigue, Alan Lau and Steve Torkildson.

Peter Diamond recently spent a week above
the Arctic Circle on a five mile long island inhab-
ited by 200 Inuit whalers, one dead bowhead
whale, and 40 polar bears scavenging the remains
of the whale.  

“The Inuit are allowed to take a whale every
year using traditional harpoon methods, and
after sharing all the meat, they leave the bones
as an offering to the local bears that congregate
on the island while waiting for the sea ice to re-
form so they can hunt seals out on the Beaufort
Sea,” he said.  “It was an amazing sight to see so
many polar bears in one place at one time.  

“I took a number of photos from a small open
boat guided by an Inuit hunter.  The one of me
(right) is in an old boneyard on the island; that is
the Brooks Range behind me on the mainland.
The big solitary male bear is looking at us just be-
fore jumping in and swimming over to say hello
and invite us for lunch; his lunch that is.”

Members are encouraged to submit items for
this column.  Items may be left at the Front Desk
for the Editor or emailed to OCCmag@aol.com.
Items received by February 25 will appear in
April.  Items received after February 25 will ap-
pear in the May magazine.  Be sure to include
your name and phone number in case additional
information is needed.
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OCC PHOTO CONTEST
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Winners

TOP LEFT: Beached by
Dede Guess
Clubscape

TOP RIGHT: OCC Sunset
by Evan Leong
Ocean

RIGHT: OCC Into the
Turn by Tahiarii Caldwell
Sports & Activities

BELOW: Green Cap by
Nora Meijide-Gentry
Sports & Activities

TOP LEFT: Kisi
by Jan Newhart
Portaiture

BOTTOM LEFT: 
Sunset at the Club by
Blake Johnson
Smart Phone

RIGHT: ABSolutely 
Outrigger by Dede Guss
Creative Photo
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OCC TIDE CALENDAR
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Members it Pays 
to Know 

Please email Pam Davis at

pdavis@lava.net if you would like

to place your card here.

MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW
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Xterra Trail Running
Championships

MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW

Outrigger Canoe Club members did OCC proud at
the December 2, 2012 Xterra Trail Running World
Championship at Kualoa Ranch.

Katherine Nichols was the first woman to finish the
10K Trail Race and also won the Women’s 45-49 Divi-
sion in 43 minutes and 03 seconds.

Also in the 10K Craig Neher was first in the Men’s
50-54 division in 47 minutes, 34 seconds.

Nora Meijide Gentry and her girls, Candes and
Corin all did well in their 5K races.  Candes and Corin
went 1-2 in the 35-39 division in 24:45 and 28:30, re-
spectively.  Nora won her division in 51:55.

Lynne Wooddell Neher was second in the Women’s
50-54 division in 34:18, and her daughter Ku‘ulei Neher
was fourth in the 10-14 division in 30:14.

Corin’s children Nautica (51:46), Tasia (51:46) and
Kaimana (41:41) also entered and finished well in
their divisions.

Tanya Watumull turned in a time of 52:56.

Hikers Enjoy 
Adventures

The Outrigger Canoe Club Hiking Club, chaired by
Katy Bourne and assisted by Andrea Lehman and Don
Eovino has had an epic year of hiking.  Every month an
adventure on the islands for all who braved the out-
doors, the early morning drives in the rain, and the ef-
fort of putting out a little energy on a Sunday
morning.  
Katy Bourne usually scopes out the event ahead of

time to determine the degree of difficulty.  Andrea
provides the graphics, research, and professional style
flyer to the Club and Don Eovino provides the inspira-
tion and usually follows up with a pot luck afterward
for those that like to linger and talk story. 

Join us this year for more adventures.  Look for the
blurb in the OCC e-mail blast, talk to the hikers, and

join us.  We go every month.
Hopefully we will get even more
organized this year and plan the
place months in advance.

Vik and Tanya Watumull
and Katherine Nichols at
the finish.

By Don Eovino

The Gentry family: front, Nautica,
Kaimana and Tasia Gentry-Balding.
Back: Candes Meijide Gentry, Corin
Meijide Gentry-Balding, and Nora
Meijide Gentry.
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• Just Off the Champ-Elysees

• Luxurious; Newly Remodeled

• Quiet; Near 4 Metro Stops

• Close to Restaurants, Shops, Markets

• Special Rates for OCC Members

Call Ginny Bell: (808) 587-7900 or (808) 479-0732

email: vbell@email.com

GOING TO FRANCE?
Rent Our Paris Apartment

George B. Hagar
Deceased:  October 16, 2012
Club Member:  46 Years

John T. Goss
Deceased: December 20, 2012
Club Member: 67 years

In Memoriam

Regular
Chenoa Morris 

Junior
Eric Buckland
Bailey Sylvester 
Beau Sylvester 
Christina Hicks 
Denell Elaban 
Victoria Gacutan 

Nonresident
Roderick McGeary Jr. 
Michael Riger 

Employee
of the Month

Edgardo Tabuyo

By Stephen Riede 

OCC Line Cook Edgardo “Eddie” Tabuyo is the Novem-
ber 2012 Employee of the Month. He has been with the
Club for 3 1/2 years and is well liked by his peers. 

Executive Chef/F & B Director Doug Lum states:
“We all appreciate Eddie being on the OCC Culinary

Team. He brings a well-balanced skill set to our team and
prides himself on the quality of his work. Thank you
Eddie”

Eddie also works full-time as a cook at the Halekulani.
In his “spare” time he enjoys lifting weights. Eddie is mar-
ried with two grown children and a grandchild.  

Congratulations Eddie and thank you for your hard
work and dedication.

newmembers

ON THE COVER 
The Outrigger Canoe Club has stood at the foot of Diamond Head for 49
years.  Photo by Stephen Riede.

Skipper Jones
Associate Spouse

Matthew Reisert
Junior

Alika Philpotts
Junior

Adam Krivatsy
Junior

Charlie Reed
Jones Jr.
Regular

Stephen Collins
Nonresident

‘Eleu B. 
Akimseu
Junior



BOARD BRIEFS

Board Briefs is taken from the minutes of the meeting of
the Board of Directors on December 13, 2012.  There was no
Executive Committee meeting in December.

Membership Count: The Membership Count was 4,748 as
of November 30, 2012.

Athletics: The Board confirmed approval (voted on by E
mail on 12/6/12) of a line item transfer of $1,800 from
Regatta Coaching to a Special Event held on 12/12/12 to
recruit participants for the paddling program. . . The Board
approved reinstatement of CJ Day as an Athletic member
until 12/31/12 and the renewal of his Athletic Membership
from 1/1/13 - 12/31/13. . . The Board approved the following
language for the transfer of ownership document for the Oni
Pa‘a (transfer approved at November 29, 2012 meeting.)  “In
consideration for providing a used 6-man outrigger canoe
(the Manu O Ke Kai) in good condition to the Outrigger
Canoe Club (OCC), and agreeing to leave the Oni Pa‘a at the
OCC site at the Ala Wai for other OCC members to use for the
next five (5) years (i.e. until December 2017), OCC hereby
transfers ownership of the Oni Pa‘a to Bruce Ames.”

Judges of Election: The Board approved Gerri Pedesky to
serve as the Chairperson for the Judges of Elections in 2013.

Aloha Party: The date for the Aloha party, honoring
members and staff who served on Club committees in 2012,
will be March 4, 2013.

Manager’s Report: Management will be concentrating
on minimizing member displacement by private parties with
the goal of achieving a balance between banquet revenue
and member satisfaction.  . . The wall clock has been repaired
and is up and running. . . New valves were installed in the
Men’s Locker Room Showers with 3/8 inch supply lines from

the old 1/2 inch lines. The larger diameter valves are no
longer available. No restrictors were installed, but there is a
drop in pressure. We are looking at installing a booster pump
to increase the pressure. . . The tiki torch gas lines have a leak
and are currently turned off until a repair can be made. . .
The wooden front entrance signs were repaired and
refurbished. . . The Kalanianaole property was appraised by
the Hallstrom Group Inc. at $13,580,000. . . The manager has
spoken with Ward Research regarding the Member survey. . .
The Liquor Commission has issued a violation to the Club
regarding the approval process for the Bar renovation. More
details will follow after a hearing is scheduled. . . The
Employee Christmas party was very successful and well
attended. Closing the Club early so that employees could
attend was very much appreciated.

Financial Report: Ending Net Operating Fund Income for
October was a loss of $15,196.   YTD there is a net income of
$22,095.  There was a combined Food & Beverage net loss,
with the mini-charge, of $33,604 in October.  Year to date,
non-member income is at 15.1% compared to 14.1% last year.

Canoe Racing: The canoe racing committee is looking for
a women’s paddling coach. 

Buildings & Grounds: The volleyball court repair project is
being re-evaluated due to cost.

Wave Deflector: The Board approved writing off the
$26,285 spent on the 2008 wave deflector project. The money
is currently sitting in a “work-in-progress” asset account on
the balance sheet. The project was cancelled and as a result
will be written off and removed from the fixed assets
category. It will be reflected on the income statement as a
loss on asset disposition.
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