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Members Celebrate Easter at the Club

Karen, Bill, Koa and Kiana Kato. Seated: Nanea, Julie, Nalehia Wassell.
Standing: Gary, Pat, David Wassel.

Traci Phillips and Marge Howe.

Seated: Natalie Schull, Hunter, Nicole, Claire Johnson. Standing:
Gunner and Mari Jo Schull, Mark, Sterphanie, Larry Johnson.

Don, Don Jr. and Mary Machado.

LEFT: Seated: Greg Berquist, Danny Kali.
Standing: Joe Gobiel, Kehau Kali
Berquist, Marilyn Kali, Kiki Gobiel.

LEFT: Guido Lozada, Sarah,
Charlotte, Mason Garcia,
Ann Lozada.

RIGHT: Sirena Balding.

Seated: Annabelle Brunner. Standing:
Sarah, Matthew Brunner, Angie and
Peter Ackley.

Jay, Laniku, Ashley Marumoto.
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(Editor’s Note: Jimmy Austin won the Kaiwi Channel Solo 

OC-1 Race on April 15, 2012 setting a new course record of 

3 hours and 31 minutes, beating out Karel Tresnak Jr. who 

finished second in 3:32:45.) 

The Steinlager Kaiwi Channel Solo is regarded as the
World Championship for single person outrigger canoe
paddling.  It is the title that watermen covet most. The
solo race begins at Kaluakoi on the western end of
Molokai, crosses the Kaiwi Channel, considered one of the
roughest ocean channels in the world, and finishes in
Hawaii Kai.  Since its inception in 1993, there have only
been six winners:  Pat Erwin, Steve Cole, Mark Rigg, Karel
Tresnak Jr., Kai Bartlet, and Danny Ching.  

The level of competition in the past few years has be-
come quite tough and in turn requires huge sacrifices to
be fast.  Training regiments consist of workouts six days a
week, both morning and afternoon.  Time is spent pad-
dling, doing cardio, lifting in the gym, stretching and get-
ting bodywork done (i.e. chiropractor/ massage).  

To be competitive there are many things that come
into play; experience is one of the biggest.  Paddlers don’t
just come out here for the first time, step off the plane,
and win the race.  To win, it takes many crossings through
the channel.  

The winning recipe for everyone is different; for me,
it’s important to figure out what nutrition works, what
course works, and how to push myself mentally through
those painful moments when my body is telling me to
quit.  

On top of that, you never know what the conditions
are going to be.  The past few years have been upwind,
downwind, and even flat.  With such a variety of scenar-
ios, you have to train for all three conditions and be pre-
pared for whatever Kaiwi is going to throw at you that
day.

I never knew what training at a high level was until
John Puakea told me, “here’s a program why don’t you
see how well you can do.”  I had recently lost my dream
job with Aloha Airlines and the ocean was my way of get-
ting my mind off of the situation.  I put a wholehearted

effort into the training, and with my family’s support I
went all in.  

In 2009 I finished third and was absolutely shocked;
that year the course was upwind and I was not expecting
such a good outcome.  In 2010, I finished second even
with an unfortunate mishap during the race (I flipped my
boat).  In 2011 I finished third again and thought to my-
self that I missed my opportunity in 2010 and thought I
may never be able to win this race.  

This year, on the day of the race I thought I had a
chance of winning, but knew it wouldn’t be easy.  I would
be up against Pat Dolan (a top waterman who had been
training as an Olympic hopeful and who has done more
training than me), Karel Tresnak Jr. (seven time solo OC-1
World Champion), and Danny Ching (2010 OC-1 world
champion and the guy who had always edged me out
over the past three years).  

In the solo it’s all about being patient, trying to main-
tain hull speed, conserve whatever energy you have and
wait for an opportunity to present itself.  If and when that
happens you go all out to seize that chance at victory.  For
me that opportunity didn’t come until the three-hour
mark.  I fought through everything you could imagine and
then some.  

Just when I thought I had the race won, Karel pulls up
on a wave next to me inside Hawaii Kai and says “Hi, I’m
back!”  I knew at this point this was it.  This is where all
my training, sacrifice, and drive came in to play.  I put my
head down and gave it everything I had.

As I crossed the finish line I was in tears.  It was so sur-
real.  I had trained so hard and dreamt so much of that
moment but for some reason there was always doubt of
whether I was capable.  My lifelong dream of being a
world champion had come true.  It still hasn’t completely
sunk in, but I thank God everyday for what He has blessed
me with and look forward to what the future has to offer.  

It just goes to show you that if you’re willing to put in
all the effort, your dreams can come true.

Jimmy Austin in the Kaiwi Channel Solo Race..

Austin Wins Kaiwi Channel Solo Race
By Jimmy Austin



As the Terrace Turns

This photo of
Duke Ka-
hanamoku and
Jack LaLanne was
taken in approxi-
mately 1952 at
the Outrigger
Canoe Club. 

Al Darling, Alice Lunt, Tracy Bradley, Kim Darling, Rici Guild, Debbie
Deshais are shown on Easter morning at the Everest View Hotel show-
ing it’s all about the “O”.  At the end of their trek they gave their
shirts to their Sherpa’s and porters so if anyone sees a local wearing an
OCC shirt in the Himalaya Everest region, this is how they got it.

Tiare Salassa and David Walker Kowen on their
recent honeymoon in St. Lucia.

OCC members Alan Darling, Kim Darling,
Tracy Bradley, Debby Deshais, Alice Lunt and Rici
Guild set out on a true adventure in April,
trekking for nine days in the Mt. Everest region
of Nepal.   

“We encountered every type of weather
along the way, Rici said, “which included snow,
hail, thunderstorms and brilliant sunshine.  One
of our biggest thrills was to wake up Easter
morning to see everything covered in fresh snow
with a clear Mt. Everest holding court over the
rest of Himalayas. 

“Nepal is a country rich in Buddhist and
Hindu culture and traditions, a woven tapestry of
colors, sounds and tastes.  However, we all came
to appreciate how lucky we are to live in a coun-
try where the electricity is always on, you can
drink water out of the tap and your garbage gets
picked up. 

“In Nepal, you are greeted with "Namaste",
which is like our word "Aloha", which means
"hello", "goodbye" and "I care for you".  It was a
nice way to see how our two cultures are con-
nected.”
Brett Thomas sent along the photo of Duke

Kahanamoku and Jack LaLanne.  Jack’s wife
Elaine related to Brett that Jack was a big ad-
mirer of Duke.  Jack, who passed away in 2011,
was widely known as the “Godfather of Fitness.”

Both men were iconic waterman.  Ka-
hanamoku as an Olympic swimmer and surfer,
and LaLanne, whose feats included:  Paddling
solo in 1958 at age 44, the approximate 30 mile
channel between the Farllon Islands and San
Francisco.  LaLanne paddled the channel on a 12
foot paddleboard made by Jack O'Neil.  He also,
for his 70th birthday, swam handcuffed and
shackled while pulling 70 rowboats across the
Long Beach Harbor for one mile.

Brett and his father visited Jack and Elaine at
their home in San Luis Obispo, California about a
month before he passed away.  Still working out
and fit, he was very excited to pass on this photo
and asked that I present it to the Outrigger
Canoe Club.  He had fond memories of his time
spent at the Club over the years.  His son, John,
lives on the Big Island of Hawaii shaping surf and
paddleboards

Members are invited to contribute items for
this column.  Items may be left at the Front Desk
or emailed to occmag@aol.com.  Items received
by June 25 will appear in the August magazine.
Items received after June 25 will appear in Sep-
tember.  Be sure to include your name and phone
number in case additional information is needed.
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George Clooney, star of The Descendents,
was all smiles at Sans Souci Beach during
the filming of the The Descendents.  OCC
canoes were used in the scene.  
Photo by Stephen Riede.
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4th of July Macfarlane Pre-Sale
Macfarlane Regatta merchandise will be offered for sale at

the Club on Friday, June 22 from 5-7 p.m. and 

Saturday, June 30, 5-7 p.m. at a tent in front of the Snack Shop.

To assure the size, color and style you want shop early.  

If you miss the pre-sale, you can still purchase your 

Macfarlane memorabilia on the 4th of July at a booth 

in front of the Outrigger Waikiki Hotel from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

On Monday, June 18, we’ll get a
revealing look backstage from an il-
lustrious group of local extras who
made movie history appearing in the
Oscar-winning motion picture The
Descendants. 

Based on OCC member Kaui Hart
Hemming’s acclaimed novel, the
movie is a compelling portrait of a
modern Hawaii rarely seen in popular
culture.  With an uncanny mix of
tragedy and comedy, it traces an im-
probable path across the islands’
emotional landscape from grief to
greed to gratitude, finding its voice in
a cast of flawed but resilient charac-
ters who are only too human.

Invited to share top billing on the
Koa Lanai are Tiare Finney, Marc
Haine, Tom McTigue, Al and Kim Dar-
ling and Todd Bradley, among many
others.

We’ll hear their personal stories of
what it was like to work under the di-
rection of award-winning director
Alexander Payne, and with stars
George Clooney, Shailene Woodley

and Beau Bridges.  Club members
Matt Corboy (Uncle Ralph) and Celia
Kenney (Reina) also had featured
roles in the movie.

As a special treat, we’ll share a
rarely seen blooper tape that will fea-
ture some hilarious scenes that never
made it past the cutting room floor.

Make your reservations today at
the Front Desk for an entertaining
evening that’s sure to reveal as much
about the characters in the movie as
the characters of the movie.

The Descendents

Date:Monday, June 18
Location: Koa Lanai

Menu: Special Mahimahi &
Shoyu Chicken Buffet

Cost: $16.50 plus tax and tip

Time: 
5:30 p.m. No-host bar
6 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Presentation
8:30 p.m. Pau

“Reunion of the Descendants”
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE PRESENTS:

By Peter Brown
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Regatta Season Begins June 3 
By Diane Esecson

Mark Your Calendar and Join Us!On Sunday’s in June and
July you will find many of your
fellow OCC members paddling
and cheering at Oahu Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association Re-
gatta races.  Each Sunday gives
you the opportunity to join in
and celebrate this display of
Club pride.

Races start at 8:30 a.m.  and
continue until late afternoon
with events from youth to mas-
ters.

A perennial favorite is the
Club’s Walter J Macfarlane Re-
gatta held on Waikiki Beach on
the 4th of July.  Spirits are high
as the island’s best steersmen
charge the waters of Waikiki in
a full day of competition.

In a change of venue this
year, the July 15 John D.
Kaupiko Regatta will take place
on the Kaneohe Marine Corp
Base. What a great venue to
participate and spectate!

June 3 
Keehi Lagoon

June 10 
King Kamehameha Regatta
Kailua Beach Park

June 17
Leeward Kai Father’s Day Regatta
Nanakuli Beach Park

June 24
Waimanalo Beach Regatta
Waimanalo Beach Park

July 4
Walter J MacFarlane Regatta
Waikiki Beach

July 15
John D. Kaupiko Regatta
Kaneohe Marine Corp Base

July 22
OHCRA Championships
Keehi Lagoon

August 4
HCRA State Championships
Keehi Lagoon

Paddlers form a tunnel to
welcome a winning crew.
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New Cribbage Tournament Champs
By Marge Howe

At the 5th Annual Cribbage Tournament held
March 24, new champions were named.  Hugh Damon
and Lance Livingston outpegged Art Bauckham and
Roger McNicoll in a close and exciting game.

Congratulations to the new champions.
Other winners in Pool 1 were Dave and Rosalie

Wadsworth, 2nd place; and Dave Wetzler and Ken
Smith, 3rd place.  Pool 2 included Sid and Diana Snyder,
2nd place, and Karl Heyer IV and son Karl Heyer V, 3rd
place.

Other partner players were Tim Guard and grand-
son Ian Guard; brothers Mark and Mike Buck; Kent Giles
and Michele St. John; Arden Moore and granddaughter
Maile Heyer; Beverly Ashford and Michael McGuire; and
Jimmy McMahon and Blake Johnson.

This was the closest competition we’ve had.  No
team won more than three games out of five.  So it
came down to the winning margin of points pegged.
Good playing everyone.

This tournament was dedicated to our special friend
Adrian “Muffy” Perry Ohlmeyer.  She loved playing crib-
bage and played several times a week with her good
friend Kent Giles.  We all miss her.

Cribbage winners were Lance Livingston, Art Bauckham,
Roger McNicoll, and Hugh Damon.
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2012 Pilot Athletic Membership Program 
By Marilyn Kali

In an effort to make the Outrigger Canoe Club more
competitive with other canoe racing programs, the Board
of Directors approved a pilot program for a new athletic
membership for 2012 at its Board meeting on April 26.

“The OCC Board of Directors has been concerned
about the competitiveness of our paddling teams over the
last decade,” stated President Marc Haine.  “The increase
in the number of OHCRA regatta events has changed the
number of paddlers necessary for any club to successfully
compete in individual regattas, the overall OHCRA and
State championship, and long distance races.”

Per our Bylaws, Outrigger must find paddlers within
its own membership, he pointed out, while other clubs
have the ability to recruit paddlers from anywhere on the
island.

“It takes a minimum of 350 paddlers evenly spread
throughout the 44 OHCRA regatta races to compete and
win regattas,” said Club Captain Jen Bossert.  “We haven’t
been able to fill all of the events, every week, for a num-
ber of years.”  

“We often have an overage of paddlers in a particular
age group, but then not enough to fill a boat in other
events.  We do our best to move people around but due
to race rules we aren’t always able to get enough bodies
in the boat in each event,” Bossert added.

“Our goal will always be to put regular Club members
in boats first,” she added, “but the new athletic member-

ships will allow us to recruit paddlers to fill the empty
seats.”

The Canoe Racing Committee and Club Captain re-
quested that the Board consider special athletic member-
ships for outstanding paddlers who could make a
contribution to our Club.  After several months of discus-
sion, the Board approved the new athletic membership for
the 2012 Regatta and Distance seasons.

Outrigger has offered athletic memberships in the
past, most recently in the 1980s.  The program was
stopped when we could fill all the boats with regular
members.  However, since then, new regatta events have
been added that have stretched our membership’s ability
to fill seats in a canoe.

The Athletic Membership falls under the Special mem-
bership classification as defined in Club Bylaws Section 30.

A maximum of 40 athletic memberships will be avail-
able for the 2012 paddling season, Haine said.

Guidelines for the program have been set up.  They in-
clude the same application process  that all applicants fol-
low including obtaining two sponsors, a 30-day posting,
an interview with the Admissions & Membership Commit-
tee, subsequent approval by the Board, and if approved,
paying appropriate age-based category monthly dues. Ap-
plicants will be allowed to practice while posted, as cur-
rent BOD policies permit.  

The athletic membership shall be for a set period of

Members it Pays 
to Know 

Please email Pam Davis at

pdavis@lava.net if you would like

to place your card here.
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time, which shall generally include the practice period
leading up to a season through the end of the season and
any subsequent award events related to the season.

Behavior unbecoming of a Club member shall not be
tolerated.  In general, the athletic member shall be held to
a higher standard of personal conduct: loss of member-
ship, not reprimand.

Potential athletic membership candidates should be
directed to the Club Captain and/or Canoe Racing Com-
mittee Chair.  Candidates will need to go through the ad-
missions process outlined above.  There will not be an
initiation fee.  Athletic members will pay the existing Club
dues, including sports fees for the sport season; however,
will not pay the mini-charge. 

Athletic members will have family guest privileges,
but no family signing privileges.  Family may only use Club
facilities in the company of the athletic member.  Athletic
members may not grant guest memberships but may bring
a guest to the Club twice a month (normal rule).

The new athletic membership is good for paddling re-
gatta and distance seasons only.  AM’s may use the Fitness
Center.

If you know of someone who would be a good addi-
tion to our paddling program, please contact the Club
Captain or Canoe Racing Chair.
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Backward Glances

103 Years Ago
President: Alexander Hume Ford

In 1909, just a year after its founding, the Outrigger
Canoe Club entered a canoe in the popular barge races in
Honolulu Harbor. This helped to rejuvenate the sport of
outrigger canoe paddling when a total of five canoes com-
peted. 

Of course the most exciting events of the day were
barge races between  the Healani and Myrtle boat clubs,
but for the first time, the two famous clubs entered canoes
as well as barges, and Prince Kuhio brought a crew of
Hawaiians from Kona to paddle his famed koa canoe, A.
The A won the race.

70 Years Ago
President: Walter J. Macfarlane

World War II, with its curfew, blackout, and barbed wire
circling the beach, really restricted activities at the Outrig-
ger.  But not long after the Battle of Midway in June, 1942,
the curfew was moved from sundown to 10 p.m. 

Social events at the Club expanded and dinner dances,
ending at 9:30 p.m. were popular on weekends. Weekday
dinners drew large crowds. In his oral history, Bill Barnhart
recalls the longs lines of people waiting to be seated. 

By Barbara Del Piano
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Regular
Sachiko Konaka-Pigliasco 
Donald Thomas Dunton 
Ed D’ascoli 
Joseph P Donahue 

Associate
Guido Pigliasco  

Junior
Paul Goo 
Logan Williams 
Kekoa Vieira 
Sydney Marie Edwards 
Elsa Ann Kronen
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Employee
of the Month

Miles Trela 

By Stephen Riede 

Long time cook Miles Trela is the Employee of the
Month for April.  Miles started with the Club in 1990
and is now the afternoon-evening lead cook. In addi-
tion to preparing outstanding cuisine, Miles has a repu-
tation for working hard, solving problems as they arise,
and dependability.  He is highly regarded by his co-
workers, the Sous-Chefs, our Executive Chef, and the
rest of the OCC ohana. 

In addition to working at the OCC, Miles has been a
cook at Ala Wai Elementary School for the last 26 years.
In his spare time, he enjoys coin collecting and going to
the beach. 

Congratulations to Miles whose hard work and dedi-
cation to his craft are greatly appreciated. 

Tessa 
Barbosa
Junior

B. Kainoa 
Downing
Junior

Richard Blum
Surviving 
Spouse

Casey M. 
Bolda
Junior

Melvin 
Chiogioji
Regular

Noah 
Hayashida
Junior

Spring K. 
Golden

Intermediate

Kapono 
Fujitani
Junior

Kolby 
Kanetake
Junior

Jasmine K.
Palafox
Junior

Robert S. K. 
Lin

Junior

Keri K. 
Ogden

Intermediate

Andrew 
Okimura
Junior

Joseph “Bud”
Robinson
Junior

Brandon 
Pulice
Junior

Evan K. 
Powers
Junior

Michele 
Rosenblum

Associate Spouse

Alden 
Wong
Junior

Henry R. 
Ross
Junior

Matthew 
Saffery Jr.
Junior

Hannah 
Shipman

Nonresident

Derrick 
Wong
Regular

Joan Cave
Deceased:  April 15, 2012 
Club Member:  68 Years

In Memoriam

newmembers



BOARD BRIEFS
Board Briefs is taken from the minutes of the Board

of Directors meeting on April 26, 2012.  There was no
Executive Committee meeting in April.
Membership Count: The Membership Count was

4,745 as of March 31, 2012.
Standing Committees: The Board approved the

following members to serve on the standing
committees.
Admissions & Membership: Jenifer Bossert, Chair,

Jimmy Austin, DC Eichelberger, Matt Esecson, Kulani
Jones, Alan Lau, Michelle Luxton, Gerri Pedesky.
Buildings & Grounds:Michael Leineweber, Chair,

Mike Cote, Co-Chair, Robert Freeburg, Mary Philpotts
McGrath, Dave Puder, Gregg Robertson, Leighton
Taylor, Jr., Kimbal Thompson, ARC, Mike Cote
(Architect), Mike Leineweber (Architect), Mary Philpotts
McGrath (Interior Design).
Entertainment: Conne Sutherland, Chair; Kim

Darling, Diane Esecson, Barbara Giles, Jackie Guild, Suzy
Hemmings, Gabi Kane, Alice Lunt, Mary McGowan,
Andrea Ray, Michele St. John, Wendy Wichman, Laura
Williams.
Finance: Brad Wagenaar, Chair;  David Buck , Allan

Darling, Marc Haine, Harold Henderson Serge Krivatsy ,
Gregg Robertson, Art Tokin, Steve Torkildson.
Historical: Ja-ne de Abreu, Chair; William Barnhart,

Peter J. Brown, Mazeppa Costa, Barbara Del Piano,
Kawika Grant, Keith Griffin, Marilyn Kali, John Lacy,
Michael McCabe, Moana McGlaughlin-Tregakis, Tay
Perry, Carol Remillard.
House: Bruce Liebert, Chair; Jimmy Austin, Valerie

Davis, Norm Ho, Jennifer Lyons, Gregg Nasky, Glenn
Perry, Carin Rapson, Al Serafin, George Szigeti, Nancy
Wallace.
Long Range Planning: Jeff Dinsmore, Chair;

Wendell Brooks, Jr, Steve Gilley, Marc Haine, Hal
Henderson, Jeff Kissel, Greg Moss, Steve Torkildson.
Public Relations: Kellie James, Chair; Peter Brown,

Mary Caywood, Pam Davis, John Henry Felix, Tiffany
Herder, Marilyn Kali, Michelle Luxton, Carin Rapson,
Ryan Sakaguchi.
Vice-President of Activities: Options for the

Kalanianaole property are still being explored. The
Board will present options to the membership at special
meetings once more details are available and
recommendations are formulated.
ODKF: Outrigger will continue as part of the ODKF

name.  The Board discussed an ODKF proposal to have a
large party at the Club. They are against closing the
Club for this event unless it is a Club function. A
decision was tabled pending more information.
Financial Statement: Ending Net Operating Fund

Income for the month was -$21,684. There was a
combined Food & Beverage net loss, with the mini-
charge, of -$22,492.  Year to date, nonmember income
(parties of 9 or more, sponsored by a member, with
payment for the function paid by an entity other than
the sponsoring member) was $62,761.  Year to date,
non-member income is at 15.4% compared to 13.6%

last year.
Executive Chef: The General Manager is pleased

with the performance of the new Executive Chef, Doug
Lum, and is working with him in analyzing food costs
and lowering this number.
Buildings & Grounds: The Bar renovation project is

estimated to cost $250K. Further study is being done on
the benefits and return on investment (energy, sales
etc.).  The warranty on the volleyball courts
waterproofing expired in 2009.  The Front Desk
reception area is being considered for renovation.
Athletics: The Board approved $5,000 for Koa

wood to repair the canoes.
Entertainment: The Board approved $1,500 for

expenditures for the Club Day event on May 27.
Public Relations: The PR Committee is forming a

sub-committee to handle the Lobby Display Case.  Peter
Brown and Laura Williams will be working on future
displays.
Historical: The Historical committee is discussing

the opportunity to house the Club’s old Board of
Directors minutes in the State Archives under climate
controlled conditions. The Board requested a more
detailed recommendation from the Historical
committee.
Fitness Center: A suggestion from member Robert

Harrison to name the Fitness Center was denied.
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On the Cover:  Jimmy Austin crosses the Kaiwi Channel on his
way to winning the Steinlager Kaiwi Channel Solo Race in
record time.  See story on page 3.
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