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The Masters 50 near the finish line of the Moloka`i Hoe.   Photo by Jan Newhart.

Outrigger Fields 4 Crews in Moloka`i Hoe

Mahalo to everyone at the Club for all their support dur-
ing my first season coaching the Open Men of the Outrigger 
Canoe Club.  This was an exciting new challenge for me, having 
coached women for the last 18 years.
 As in any endeavor, there are people who must be ap-
plauded for the time and energy they give to make a program 
successful:
	 •	Tom	McTigue	has	done	an	outstanding	job	as	Canoe	
   Racing Committee Chair. 
	 •Guy	Wilding	has	been	a	great	Head	Coach,	keeping	all	
   schedules, canoe use, morale, and countless other 
   responsibilities in top shape.
	 •Jenn	Kilpatrick	got	us	through	the	thankless	job	of	
   registration, and so much more with commitment and 
   class. 
	 •Liz	Perry,	Paula	Crabb,	and	Alice	Lunt	kept	everything	and	
   everyone in place, doing what they do and loving it. 
	 •Art	Mallet	has	been	a	blessing.	He	does	it	all,	with	a	smile,	
   and deserves special recognition. 
	 •Don	Isaacs	and	his	crew	of	beach	attendants	are	an	
   incredible asset to the Club and the paddling program. 
	 Without	these	men	and	women,	paddling	at	OCC	would	
struggle to survive. They should never need to pay for a drink in 
the bar again!
	 When	I	was	approached	to	coach	the	Outrigger	men,	I	

admit to having some apprehensions. There were rumors of  
“entitled”	individuals	and	recurring	drama.		What	I	found	was	
an	amazing	group	of	young	men,	willing	to	listen,	work	hard,	
and eager to learn. There was not a single negative interaction 
or incident throughout the season. The men of Outrigger were 
professional in every sense of the word. 
	 We	started	the	regatta	season	with	some	decent	results,	
placing in the Open races at each regatta and taking home 
some gold medals along the way. There were some anticipated 
learning pains, but moving into states the men qualified in all 
four of the Open races. OCC was represented at the HCRA State 
Championship Regatta with a solid performance from the men. 
	 Distance	season	came	quickly	with	the	running	of	the	Duke	
race	shortly	after	states.	We	were	able	to	enter	three	open	
men’s crews, with the second crew racing Leilani	in	the	Koa	di-
vision.  The men had an outstanding race, coming in first place 
followed	closely	by	Lanikai.	Building	on	that	great	start,	we	set	
our goals for a sound Molokai performance. 
 Once again we were able to enter three Open men’s crews 
in addition to the 50’s crew for excellent Club representation 
and participation in the 2015 Molokai Hoe. 
 The third Open men’s crew had a solid race. There is so 
much	potential	and	natural	talent	in	this	group	of	men.	It	is	
exciting	to	watch	these	young	guys	and	I	look	forward	to	see-
ing them develop into world class paddlers and championship 
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competitors.	Please	recognize	Jayson	Whitman	who	steered	
the crew with only one short break, keeping a positive attitude 
throughout the race. 

The second crew raced Leilani in the Molokai Hoe. There is 
something	amazing	about	this	canoe,	the	guys,	and	the	mana.	
All of the men in this crew are motivated, exceptional paddlers. 
By	all	accounts	these	guys	had	a	fantastic	race,	finishing	first	in	
the	Koa	division.	

The reason we race is for the emotional highs. Athletes 
work hard to achieve that high, and the endorphin rush that 
competing	and	doing	well	produces.	Without	the	lows,	the	
highs don’t have much significance. 

The first crew ran the emotional gauntlet. Having been a 
little tangled up with other canoes at the start of the race, the 
crew was slightly off their game. Coming into the first change 
we were working to get into the top 20. For the next hour the 
guys paddled great, passing 10 plus crews putting themselves in 
contention with the lead group. 

At some point (for about 45 minutes or so) our team dis-
cipline broke down and we paddled as individuals, letting our 

emotions get the better of us. That time cost us dearly, losing 
ground and leaving some paddlers in a pretty low place emo-
tionally. 
 The solution was to quit focusing on our position in the 
pack,	relax	and	just	have	fun	with	racing	together	across	the	
Ka`iwi	Channel.	Our	guys	started	to	have	fun,	and	for	the	next	
two hours we were simply moving faster than any of the crews 
around	us.	We	had	an	absolutely	incredible	run	from	Hawaii	
Kai,	surfing	past	crews	like	they	were	standing	still,	finishing	
in fantastic form. The men in this crew experienced highs and 
lows, and came back and finished a solid 13th place. 
 Finally, in addition to the paddlers, coaches, and all who 
volunteer, train, and sacrifice time with their families to make 
the Outrigger Canoe Club such a prestigious paddling club and 
special	place,	I	would	like	to	acknowledge	the	all-inclusive	sup-
port from my patient wife and children who make my coaching 
possible. 
	 It	has	truly	been	my	pleasure	coaching	each	and	every	pad-
dler this year. Thank you for the opportunity and experience.

Red Crew
Place: 13th Overall 
Time: 5:37:25
Canoe: Manu Ula

Crew
Victor Agostino
Christian	Bradley
Bret	Chuckovich
Jake Hamstra
Heneire	Itchner
Sean	Kaawa
Simeon	Ke	Paloma	
Cory Nakamura
Ryan	Woodward

White Crew 
Place:	1st	Koa,	27th	Overall
Time: 5:50:54
Canoe: Leilani

Crew
Mike	Beyer
Connor	Grune
Neal Hafner
Uluwehi	Keaunui
Deke	Kilpatrick
Billy	Philpotts
Indar	Lange
Pat Shea
Max Solmssen

Blue Crew
Place: 62nd Overall
Time: 6:26:31
Canoe: Mamala

Crew
Kyle	Chang
Stephen Enos
Kealaka`i	Hussey
Rob	LaFontaine
Wilson	Lau
Art Mallet
Riggs Silva
Jayson	Whitman
Roydon Yim

Masters 50 Crew   
Place: 6th Masters 50,  
51st Overall
Canoe: Kapua 

Crew
Al	Darling
Mark Eliashof
Billy	Foytich	
Marc Haine
Rick Hobson
Twain Newhart
Keahi	Pelayo
Ken	Silva
Gunner	Schull
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Sean Kaawa
Simeon Ke Paloma
Cory Nakamura
Ryan Woodward

Billy Philpotts
Indar Lange
Pat Shea
Max Solmssen

Art Mallet
Riggs Silva
Jayson Whitman
Roydon Yim

Twain Newhart
Keahi Pelayo
Ken Silva
Gunner Schull
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Kneeling:		Twain	Newhart,	Cory	Nakamura,	Billy	Philpotts,	Cory	Nakamura,	Gunner	Schull,	Billy	Foytich,	Ken	Silva,	Al	Darling.		Standing:		Coach	Sean	Monahan,	Jake	Hamstra,	
Uluwehi	Keaunui,	Bret	Chuckovich,	Keahi	Pelayo,	Christian	Bradley,	Roydon	Yim,	Victor	Agostino,	Kyle	Chang,	Rob	LaFontaine,	Kealaka`i	Hussey,	Jayson	Whitman,	Ryan	
Woodward,	Stephan	Enos,	Simeon	Ke-Paloma,	Indar	Lange,		Marc	Haine,	Max	Solmssen,	Pat	Shea,	Mike	Beyer,	Rick	Hobson,	Neal	Hafner,	Art	Mallet,	Connor	Grune,	Mark	
Eliashof,	Riggs	Silva,	Deke	Kilpatrick,	Coach	Liz	Perry.		Not	pictured	Sean	Kaawa,	Heinere	Itchner,	Wilson	Lau.



As the Terrace Turns
 Gerry DeBenedetti and her son Grant Senner 
went into Haleakala Crater in September with a Sierra 
Club	work	crew.		They	spent	two	days	at	Kapalaoa	
cabin at their invasive weed work site.  On their 
departure day they hiked across the crater floor to 
Holua cabin where they had lunch, and then out the 
Halemaumau trail to the highway exit.  Easy to say, 
but it took from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Half way across they 
took	a	picture	of	Grant	in	a	plastic	garbage	bag	as	an	
acknowledgment	of	a	picture	of	Grant	at	age	12	that	
was taken in 1983, entitled The Bag Boy of Haleakala.  
That	photo,	taken	by	Gerry’s	late	husband,	Clair	E.	Fol-
some,	won	first	prize	in	the	first	OCC	Photo	Contest.	
While	the	first	picture	was	a	prize	winner,	Grant	no	
longer fits into a plastic bag.
 Rianna Williams’ new book Queen Lili`uokalani, 
The Dominis Family and Washington Place, Their 
Home has recently been published.  She says it con-
tains some rarely seen photos and information not 
commonly	known.		It’s	available	at	museum	gift	shops.
 Members are invited to submit items and photo-
graphs	for	this	column.		Items	may	be	left	at	the	Front	
Desk	or	emailed	to	occmag@aol.com.			Items	received	
by	December	25	will	appear	in	the	February	maga-
zine.		Items	received	after	December	25	will	appear	
in	March.		Be	sure	to	include	your	name	and	phone	
number in case additional information is needed.

Fred Hemmings welcomes 
his old surfing buddy Joey 
Cabell	into	the	Waterman	
Hall of Fame.

Doug	and	Caron	Davis	
enjoyed	Domaine	Carneros	
Wine	Dinner	at	the	Club.

Grant	Senner	and	Gerry	
DeBenedetti	at	Haleakala.

Celebrating 60 years of OCC 
friendship	were	Gerri	Pedesky,	
Ron Sorrell and Paige Vitousek.

When	Tropical	Storm	Nora	was	approaching	the	islands	the	waves	
at	the	North	Shore	were	epic.		Corin	Gentry	hosted	a	group	of	
friends	to	celebrate	her	mom	Nora	Meijide	Gentry’s	birthday,	serv-
ing	Argentina	Empanadas,	Italian	lasagna	and	Peruvian	three	lech-
es	dessert.		Younger	guests	enjoyed	surfing	at	Velzyland	including:	
Sirena	and	Kaimana	Gentry-Balding,	Eva	Sandvold,	Seanna	Glatzel,	
Tasia	and	Nautica	Gentry-Balding,	Malia	Sandvold,	Teja	Laird	and	
Ava	Kilpatrick.		Nora	said	she	had	a	ball,	after	all,	how	often	do	
you have a Tropical Storm named after you.
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Where Has All The Koa Gone?
	 The	days	of	koa	canoes	on	Waikiki	Beach	are	waning	in	
memory. Notably gone is Moi Lii used in the Norman Rockwell 
Pan Am advertisement with Steamboat sitting in four seat 
and	tourists	in	two.	Iconic	Ka Mo’i once steered by legendary 
beach	boys	for	Outrigger	Canoe	Club	Beach	Services	and	more	
gifted	OCC	steersmen,	now	hangs	in	the	Ka	Mo’i	Boat	House	
at Outrigger Canoe Club.
	 David	Kahanamoku	in	August	1967	steered	Ka Mo’i on a 
good wave before legend says he told his second captain at 
rides end... “Take over, boy”... and slipped asleep into the sea, 
dead of a heart attack.
	 Charles	Amalu,	David’s	close	friend	and	lifelong	paddling	
companion...even to the final wave...once told this writer, “He 
would have wanted to go no other way; often we talked of 
this.”
	 “I	hope	to	die	out	there,”	David	would	say	and	point	to	
the sparkling sea.

How many have earned such freedom of choice?
Ka Mo’i	dates	to	1931	when	it	was	built	in	Kona.	A	beach	

boy crew paddled it in the 1957 Molokai race.  Then weighing 
approximately 650 pounds it is likely the heaviest to compete 
in	the	race.	It	was	later	put	on	display	at	Ulu	Mau	Village	at	
Ala	Moana	Park	until	the	village	closed	in	1977.	In	1982	it	
was leased to a Poipu restaurant and rumored to be used as a 
salad	bar	until	the	restaurant	was	destroyed	by	Hurricane	Iwa.
	 It	survived	that	calamity	and	Hanalei	Canoe	Club	then	
prepared it for exhibition in the Princeville Hotel where it 
remained until 1992 when the hotel was heavily damaged by 
Hurricane	Iniki.	Again	a	survivor	it	was	relocated	to	the	nearby	
Hanalei	Bay	Resort	and	hung	in	the	lounge.
	 In	January	1999	Tay	Perry,	Kawika	Grant,	and	Allan	Dow-
sett	went	to	Kauai	to	retrieve	Ka Mo’i.	In	late	2000	a	complete	
renovation was begun which took two and one half years.
Reflect on the Ka Mo’i	(The	King)	enduring	legacy	next	time	
you relax and talk story and savor a pint or swirl the grape in 
the bar honoring its name.

Waikiki Surf Club...It’s all in the Name
	 The	Outrigger	Canoe	Club	Walter	J.	Macfarlane	Regatta	
held on July 4th mandated koa canoes through 1979. Oahu 
Canoe Racing Association lifted this regatta rule in 1980 and 
Waikiki	Surf	Club’s	Malia in 1981 has the distinction of being 
the last koa to race in Macfarlane. 
	 But	that	is	not	to	say	‘kama’aina	koa’	has	vanished	en-
tirely,	several	canoes	are	displayed	in	Waikiki	hotels,	notably	
and	fittingly,	the	Outrigger	Waikiki	Beach	and	Outrigger	Reef	
Waikiki	Beach	Resorts.	Ala	Moana	Hotel,	(managed	by	Outrig-
ger Resorts), is also a keeper of tradition.

Kahuna Kalaiwa’a
Tay Perry, present chair of the Outrigger Canoe Club His-

torical Committee, appreciates and knows koa canoes as does 
a blue grass horse breeder pedigree; he has built in the past 50 
years five from the log and restored 16. Currently he is nearing 
his third year working weekends shaping a new six man koa 
for	Kawaihae	Canoe	Club	which	he	will	finish	by	year’s	end.	

He	estimates	the	felled	log	from	the	North	Kona	forests	of	
Hualalai at well over 100 years old.  
	 When	this	writer	last	saw	the	unfinished	Waihou, (new 
water), Tay sat on a stool with one hand on the manu, in his 
other a chisel; a time wrap linking the centuries, creating a 
‘living’	canoe	from	a	barked	koa	tree	that	grew	when	King	
Kamehameha	I	lived.	

A Small Canoe 

 One example of his restoring skills is on display at the Out-
rigger Reef.  “The Ilima	was	once	owned	by	David	Nottage,”	
Perry	explained.	“It	is	a	rare	two	man	koa	once	common	but	
only	a	handful	remain.	When	it	was	originally	built	there	were	
hundreds	of	similar	canoes	of	this	type.	It	came	to	Oahu	in	the	
1950s,	probably	from	the	Big	Island	because	of	the	abundance	
of koa, before Nottage acquired it in extremely poor condition 
from a kama’aina family in the late 1960s.” 
 The Ilima is 15-feet long and weighs approximately 150 
pounds and was primarily used for inshore fishing. 
	 “Termite	damage	was	extensive,”	Perry	said.	“Before	I	
finished	I	had	replaced	the	bottom	and	mo`o	with	koa.	The	
new ama is wiliwili, and the i`akos hau; new seats and wae 
were installed. My past experience in canoe restoration dates 
this	canoe	between	1920	and	1925.	Because	this	type	of	canoe	
was numerous and unimportant no one kept records of the 
builder; nor is the given name known. Nottage named it Ilima 
for the flower of Ohau.”
	 Perry	finished	restoration	in	February	2012	and	David	
Nottage	was	able	to	enjoy	Ilima till he passed away later that 
same year after which his family placed the custody of Ilima 
with Tay Perry and Friends of Hokule’a and Hawai’iloa for 
charitable purposes.

Firewood to Cultural Corner
 The four-man Kaukahi reigns in royal surroundings in the 
Outrigger	Waikiki	Beach	Resort’s	upper	floor	lobby	‘cultural	
corner’ with a full wall mural backdrop of a double hull sailing 
canoe	off	Waikiki	and	Diamond	Head.	To	one	side	are	glass	
display cases exhibiting numerous Hawaiiana artifacts belong-
ing to Hawaiian Mission Houses Museum. The entire presenta-
tion is inspiring. A pedestal koa plaque, in part reads:
 “Originally built by Hawaiians in the late 1800’s, Kaukahi 
was an all-purpose fishing, surfing, and sailing canoe. Tay 
Perry restored it in 1996. When the canoe was first “found” on 
the Big Island, it was dilapidated and ravaged by termites and 
mistaken for firewood.

By	Ron	Haworth

Ilima

A Small Canoe

One example of his restoring skills is on display at the Out

Ilima
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 On May 1, 2001 the Kaukahi was paddled to shore in front 
of the Outrigger Hotel on the beach. The canoe received a tra-
ditional Hawaiian welcome complete with Hawaiian blessing, 
conch shell blowing and 100 foot lei.
	 Two	nameless	koa	canoes	levitate	in	Duke’s	Canoe	Club	
and	Hula	Grill.	Tay	Perry	recalled:	“Tommy	Holmes	procured	
the	two	man	for	Duke’s	prior	to	its	opening;	Toots	Minvielle	
once owned the other four man and his widow gave it to Shri-
ners	for	their	Waimanalo	location.”

 Bonjour Kaukahi 
	 It	was	Tay’s	dad,	George,	who	in	1962	actually	rescued	
Kaukahi from a Hilo garage and then stored it for 34 years be-
fore	son,	Tay,	transformed	the	ravaged	canoe	into	‘Cinderella’	
and	escorted	her	to	the	Brest,	France	1996	Wooden	Boat	Festi-
val, but only after months of frantic restoration by volunteers, 
and	donated	koa	by	Peter	Greenwell	from	fallen	trees	on	his	
Kaloko	Mauka	property.
 Perry believes it is the only koa canoe to sail in the Atlan-
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Kaukahi	is	on	
display at the 
Outrigger	Waikiki	
Hotel

On May 1, 2001 the Kaukahi was paddled to shore in front 

Kaukahi
display at the 
Outrigger
Hotel
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tic Ocean. He named the canoe himself as the original builder 
and name had long since been forgotten.
	 “I	decided	on	the	name	because	the	simple	translation	
means	‘outrigger canoe’	and	its	other	meaning	was	‘singleness	
of purpose’ and because of my obsession to complete it on 
time	for	Brest	and	finish	it	with	the	degree	of	quality	I	desired	
it fit the circumstances.” 

The restored canoe was rigged in the traditional pre-dis-
covery style and contained only Hawaiian woods.
	 Brest	‘96	had	2,514	entries	but	only	five	from	the	U.S.	The	
Hawaiian koa canoe was deemed to have traveled the furthest 
to participate	and	was	the	center	of	attention	because	of	size,	
beauty, and uniqueness.

The four man Okole Maluna resides in the Ala Moana 
Hotel	but	was	at	Queen’s	Surf	in	Kapiolani	Park	before	the	
local	favorite	was	razed.	The	canoe	was	originally	restored	by	
George	Perry	in	the	1960’s.	
	 The	koa	canoes	have	left	the	sand	and	surf	of	Waikiki	
and in their wake towers a skyline never imaginable when 
they were a common everyday sight. As the years inevitably 
advance even their visual memory will be relegated to books 
reminiscing on the nostalgic history of old Hawaii. 
	 In	the	meantime,	Tay	Perry’s	dedication	continues	to	im-
pede the ravishing hands of time.

Koa Log Shavings
 Outrigger Hotels and Resorts are to be commended for 
displaying koa canoes for their heritage and rich cultural 
importance to Hawaii. Ilima, Kaukahi and Okole Maluna grace 
premium lobby floor space and the mural behind Kaukahi is 
spectacular as is the plaque’s informative description of her 
history,	but	Koa	Log	wonders	why	this	wasn’t	carried	forward	
for Ilima and Okole Maluna where no history is offered.
	 Outrigger	Waikiki	Beach	Resort	occupies	a	parcel	of	
Waikiki	Beach	once	home	to	our	own	Outrigger	Canoe	Club.	
Sadly, not a foot print of our past deeds remains on our birth-
right sands. How appropriate if there were a koa display case 
near Kaukahi showcasing our Club’s cornerstone contribution 
of	modern	Waikiki	‘teething’	and	koa	canoe	preservation.
	 Outrigger...”Where	the	sports	(and	koa	canoes)	of	old	
Hawaii shall always have a home”.
	 It’s	all	in	the	name.

MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW
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LOGO SHOP
Open daily for easy Christmas shopping

continued from page 7



Pacific Club Wins Aikane Cup

	 The	5th	annual	Aikane	Cup	Golf	Challenge	between	OCC	
and	the	Pacific	Club	was	played	on	October	1	at	the	Kaneohe	
Klipper	Golf	Course	under	threatening	skies.	Our	OCC	Golfers	
were	up	against	a	formidable	team	from	the	Pacific	Club.	It	
was	a	great	match	but	unfortunately	the	Golf	Gods	were	not	
looking in our favor and while giving it our best shot we were 

not able to bring the trophy back to the OCC display case. 
 The Pacific Club is host in 2016 and we are looking for-
ward to better outcome.
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By	Phil	Sevier

The	OCC	Aikane	Cup	team	at	the	16th	tee:		Front	row:	Judy	Jordan,	S.	E.	Lee.		
Middle	row:	Uli	Frowein,	Ryan	Look,	Jon	Whittington,	Roger	Lyons,	Hargon	
Holland,	Jordan	Chouljian	(Captain),	Phil	Sevier.		Back	row:	Ralph	DeWitt,	Jar-
riel	Tuinei,	C	J	Day,	Jon	Andersen,	Eric	Tema.

not able to bring the trophy back to the OCC display case. 
The Pacific Club is host in 2016 and we are looking for

annual Aikane Cup Golf Challenge between OCC
Club was played on October 1 at the Kaneohe

Course under threatening skies. Our OCC Golfers

not able to bring the trophy back to the OCC display case. 
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	 When	Alexander	Hume	Ford	founded	the	Outrigger	
Canoe Club in 1908, as far-sighted as he was, it never occurred 
to	him	to	include	women.	It	was	strictly	a	place	“for	men	and	
boys	to	ride	upright	on	the	crest	of	waves.”		In	those	days,	all	
sports clubs were strictly for men. 
 However, that didn’t stop the wahine from coming to the 
Club	in	droves.	Wives,	girl	friends,	sisters	and	daughters	were	
everywhere, participating in social activities, water sports, and 
enjoying	family	picnics.		
      So in 1909, the far-sighted Ford decided to form a women’s 
auxiliary.	It	was	not	to	be	a	part	of	the	Outrigger,	although	
the Club did allow the women access and limited use of the 
premises.  
	 And	who	did	he	choose	to	organize	and	lead	the	group?	
Not the wife of a member, not a wahine athlete, not someone 
who had ever been on the premises or who had ever owned 
a	bathing	suit!	Ford’s	choice	was	Julie	Judd	Swanzy,	a	50-year-
old	missionary	descendent,	wife	of	Francis	Mills	Swanzy.		
 She was an avid supporter of community groups, and 
someone well experienced leading both private and county 
organizations	dedicated	to	the	support	of	worthwhile	causes.	
She had a dominating personality and exceptional bargaining 
skills. 
	 The	Auxiliary	was	a	success	from	day	one.	Mrs.	Swanzy	

was soon able to talk the men into giving the women exclu-
sive use of the Hau Terrace, a dressing room, and a kitchen to 
prepare meals for friends and family. Under her leadership, 
the Auxiliary planned social events of all kinds, including 
elegant balls, casual dances, and family picnics on the beach.
 At the time, Club facilities consisted of grass houses pur-
chased	from	a	defunct	zoo	in	Kaimuki	which	were	in	constant	
need of repair. The men often held fund raisers to contribute 
to their maintenance. They would go fishing, and with their 
catch, prepare chowder on the premises, which they sold. 
						Before	long,	the	Auxiliary	took	over	and	the	women	took	
the fish home and prepared a more ono soup in their own 
kitchens and brought it down to the Club where it was reheat-
ed	and	sold	to	as	many	as	1,000	people	in	just	one	afternoon;	
it was certainly one of the Club’s most popular fundraisers. 
The tasty soup was also featured at evening events which in-
cluded surfing and canoeing contests and moonlight dancing. 
 The women not only gave financial support to the men, 
but more and more began to participate in sports such as 
swimming, surfing and outrigger canoeing. 
	 When	1914	arrived,	thanks	in	large	part	to	the	efforts	of	
the Auxiliary, the Club was completely out of debt and had 
the largest membership of any private club in Hawaii at the 
time,	which	numbered	250.	Because	of	limited	space,	however,	
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LADIES MAKE A CHANGE
By	Barbara	Del	Piano
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the Auxiliary, had only 150 members, and a long waiting list. 
	 Not	willing	to	accept	the	status	quo,	Mrs.	Swanzy	negoti-
ated	with	a	trustee	of	Bishop	Estate	and	the	Auxiliary	acquired	
a half-acre of leasehold property located between the Outrig-
ger and the Seaside Hotel for $3,000. The ladies then leased 
a	part	of	it	to	the	Outrigger	for	$1,000.	In	return,	the	ladies	
asked for a lease on the Hau Terrace which was already under 
their	jurisdiction.	The	Outrigger	countered	with	an	offer	to	
merge the two clubs, but the ladies declined. 

On August 1 of 1914, an event occurred that completely 
disrupted the plans of both the Outrigger and the Auxiliary. A 
fire of unknown origin broke out in one of the cottages at the 
neighboring Seaside Hotel and quickly spread across the way, 
setting the ladies’ dressing room and the thatched roof of the 
dance pavilion into flames.  A meeting with the Outrigger 
Board	of	Directors,	House	Committee,	and	ladies	of	the	Aux-
iliary, was held the following day. The only option on which 
they all agreed was to rebuild. 
	 When	the	construction	was	completed,	the	Auxiliary	ar-
ranged a “moonlight chowder and dance” which took place 
on	the	new	premises	and	was	attended	by	a	huge	crowd.	It	
was a great help in paying off the cost of the construction. 
(Incidentally,	these	social	events	were	open	to	the	public)
	 When	the	United	States	entered	World	War	I,	the	ladies	
of the Auxiliary entertained service men and also worked for 
months on a flag listing names of Outrigger members serving 
in	the	military.	When	the	flag	was	completed,	there	were	130	
names embroidered on it. For the duration of the war, it was 
prominently displayed in the clubhouse. 
	 Because	of	the	war,	membership	declined	in	both	the	
Outrigger and the Auxiliary; instead of lolling on the beach, 
the women devoted their time to rolling bandages for the Red 
Cross.
 Although there had been several minor ones, in 1917 the 
first	major	rift	between	the	Outrigger	and	the	Auxiliary	oc-
curred when the ladies made an offer to take back from the 
Outrigger the land leased to them and to reimburse them the 
$1000 they paid. Since the men’s club had spent considerably 
more for buildings on the site they refused. 
	 In	1925,	plans	for	building	the	Royal	Hawaiian	Hotel	on	
the grounds of the Seaside Hotel were presented and the 
hotel company negotiated a lease for the property with the 
Bishop	Estate.	It	then	came	to	light	that	part	of	both	the	Out-
rigger and the Auxiliary facilities were on land to be leased 
and	notice	was	given	to	the	organizations	that	all	buildings	
must	be	removed	in	just	two	months.			
	 It	was	a	chaotic	time	for	the	Auxiliary	and	the	Club	but	
both managed to raise funds and proceed with removing the 
old and building the new. Probably because of time issues, a 
major	goof	was	made	when	the	new	bathhouses	were	being	
built. The ladies discovered that their new bathhouse was 
totally inadequate but because of costly plumbing already 
installed, little could be changed.  
 Rather than coping with the problem, the indomitable 
Mrs.	Swanzy	negotiated	a	lease	of	a	parcel	of	land	on	the	
Diamond	Head	side	of	the	Outrigger	and	planned	a	new	club	
which they named after the land, Uluniu. 
	 The	Women’s	Auxiliary	of	the	Outrigger	Canoe	Club	for-
mally severed ties with the Outrigger on February 16, 1926 

and	a	new	organization	called	the	Uluniu	Women’s	Swimming	
Club, was established. 
 After a seventeen year reign over the Auxiliary, Julie 
Swanzy	resigned	but	was	honored	with	the	title	of	Lifetime	
Honorary President. Alexander Hume Ford stated in a letter, 
“I	want	to	lay	my	tribute	at	your	feet	as	one	of	the	most	loyal	
and	splendid	women	I	have	ever	met.”		
 And so the ties were broken. Soon after, wahine were 
allowed	to	join	the	Outrigger	as	non-voting	members.	The	
Uluniu, now open to men, still exists in a lovely beachfront 
home	in	Laie.

The	Uluniu	Women’s	Swimming	Club	was	located	
between the Royal Hawaiian Hotel and OCC.
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MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW

Members it Pays
to Know

Please email Pam Davis at
pdavis@lava.net if you would like

to place your card here
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December 2006
8 Years Ago
Barbara Stehouwer, President
	 Outrigger	men	won	the	Masters	Division	of	the	55th	
Annual Molokai Hoe.  They won by more than 13 minutes, 
finishing with a time of 5 hours, 30 minutes, 17 seconds.  

Hana Harrison was awarded the John McMahon Junior 
Surfer of the Year trophy for 2006.
	 Laurie	Sloan	completed	the	Ford	World	championship	
triathlon	in	Kailua,	Kona	in	a	finish	time	of	15	hours,	38	
minutes, 28 seconds.  
	 Nancy	Bannick	was	awarded	the	2006	Alfred	Preis	
Award by the Hawaii Arts Alliance for her lifelong dedica-
tion to the arts of Hawaii and restoring its historic land-
marks.

By	Moana	Tregaskis

Backward	Glances
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Employee
of the Month

Pi`ikea Sylvester

			By	Stephen	Riede
      
	 Locker/Laundry	Attendant	Pi`ikea	Sylvester	was	chosen	
Employee of the Month for September. She started with the 
Club	in	August	of	2014.	During	the	time	she	has	been	with	us,	
Pi`ikea has proven to be a reliable, hardworking, and cheerful 
addition	to	our	Locker	Room/Laundry	Department.	
	 Locker	Room	Supervisor	Chery	Martinez	states:	“Pi`ikea	is	
a very hard worker, never complains and is extremely versatile. 
She covers other shifts when needed and always has a smile 
on	her	face.	We	are	fortunate	to	have	her	working	in	our	
department.”
 Pi`ikea has three grandchildren who keep her busy in her 
spare	time.	She	also	enjoys	riding	mopeds,	playing	darts,	and	
baking at home. 
 Congratulations Pi`ikea on being chosen Employee of the 
Month and thank you for your dedicated service to the Club. 

In	Memoriam
Thomas K. Lalakea
Deceased:		September	29,	2015
Club Member: 51 Years

Michael E. Haig
Deceased:		October	1,	2015
Club Member:  29 YearsON THE COVER:	Outrigger’s	Kane	O	Ke	Kai	represented	the	Club	

in the 2015 Moloka`i Hoe canoe race from Molokai to Oahu. 
See story on pages 2-3.   Photo by Twain Newhart.



BOARD BRIEFS

	 Board	Briefs	is	taken	from	the	minutes	of	the	meeting	of	
the Board of Directors on October 29, 2015.

Membership Count:  The Membership Count was 4,832 as 
of September 30, 2015.

Remodeling Design:		Group	70	has	been	hired	to	submit	
design proposals for the remodeling of the primary Food & 
Beverage	areas.	The	Lobby	is	not	included	in	this	project.	The	
Historical Committee has requested to have some input in this 
process,	primarily	in	the	Ka	Mo‘i	Boathouse.	The	Board	felt	
that any suggestions for the display of pictures or trophies 
in	the	Boathouse	should	be	in	consultation	with	the	Archi-
tectural Review Committee and not necessarily directly with 
Group	70.	Group	70	has	been	briefed	by	the	General	Manager	
on	possible	requests	for	use	of	the	Boathouse	wall	space.	The	
Board	feels	that	Historical	should	appoint	a	liaison	to	work	
with	ARC	regarding	design	options	for	the	Boathouse	which	
would then be communicated to the designer.

Nominating Committee:		The	Board	approved	Jeff	Dins-
more,	Chair,	and	Steve	Torkildson,	Jared	Watumull,	Byron	Ho,	
Michele St. John, and Tom McTigue to serve on the Nominat-
ing	Committee	for	the	2016	Board	of	Directors	election.

Third Quarter Financial Report:			The	Capital	Improvement	
fund is almost $3.8 million.  The accrued pension liability has 

gone up, primarily to fluxuations in the financial markets. The 
Club is contributing more than the legally required minimum 
to	this	frozen	program.	Initiation	fees	have	slowed	down.		
Investment	return	is	down	due	to	market	reverses.	The	market	
has turned around but there is still volatility affecting our in-
vestment	performance.		Net	loss	from	operations	is	projected	
to be $69,000 less than budget.
 Operations Report:		October	F	&	B	sales	are	pacing	well.	
September	showed	some	F	&	B	challenges	due	to	high	cost	
of	goods.	The	management	team	is	looking	at	adjustments	
to our supplier programs.  There was a $13,000 downward 
inventory	adjustment	for	the	Logo	Shop.		Holiday	bookings	
are	very	strong.		Breakfast	service	starts	in	the	Ka	Mo‘i	Boat-
house	November	2.	Seasonal	Koa	Lanai	and	Hau	Terrace	menu	
adjustments	are	coming	soon.		Fitness	Center	renovation	
including the climate control and new equipment has been 
well	received.	Wi-Fi	is	scheduled	to	go	in	early	November.	The	
balance of the new equipment is scheduled to arrive by mid-
month.		Lobby	walkway	project	is	completed.			Snack	Shop	
pavement	will	be	done	in	November.		Surfboard	Locker	project	
continues. Regular lockers should be in by end of November 
with	the	final	module	installed	by	the	end	of	December.
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