
I Rode the Tube 
in a 1968 Volkswagon Van
by Rudy Huber

It was the winter o f “ Big 6 9 ,"  the year 
the houses on O ahu’s North Shore were 
r id in g  the  w h ite  w ate r on to  
K am eham eha H ighw ay and Ke Iki 
Road. I was in Haleiwa town hooking 
up a 27-foot shock cord to my 12-foot 
spear. The plan was to ride double
outside Pipeline on this big day of the 
biggest.

N ever r id d e n , d o u b le -o u ts id e  
Pipeline breaks about once or twice 
every 10 years or so. I ’d been watching 
for it for that same amount o f time. This 
morning when I woke up in my valley, 
way up on Pupukea Road, I couldn't see 
the ocean some 2Vi miles away, but I 
heard it— heard it like never before. I 
knew what the sound was because I'd 
read the weather maps for days, just 
waiting. I knew it was coming; I knew it 
was here . . . now, today in “ Big 69. ” 
T hat’s why I was in Haleiwa setting up 
that cord to my giant gun.

Let me tell you a little about double
outside Pipeline. I t’s got to be 40 feet if 
i t ’s an inch. And it doesn’t have that 
Waimea pitchout. Instead, it sort o f 
folds over at the crest, like the South 
Shore’s waves, and gives you a better 
chance to set yourself up. I like to call 
its face a slope, because th a t’s what it 
kind o f is. More like a steep ski hill that 
massively peels o ff  to the right to a 
gentle shoulder that one can slide right 
off. I ’d say the wave is about two miles 
out. Double outside goes on to regroup, 
and changes its personality into that 
3 5 -fo o t cra sh in g , p itch in g , fu ll-on  
closeout known as outside Pipeline, 
which has been ridden by some of the 
legends of the surfing kingdom.

We had a charter helicopter waiting. 
It was going to carry us over that in
credible fury inside, to the comparative 
placidity o f never-ridden, super-giant, 
double-outside Pipeline.

The special board and shock cord 
were in the back of the van, and I was 
cruising down Kam between Haleiwa 
and Waimea. Sand and coconuts were 
all over the road, not in the usual 
breakthrough spots but also in places

the ocean had never come over before 
that anyone rem em bered . No doubt 
about it, the biggest day in memory.

As I came up on Laniakea with the 
sea to my left, the road shook so bad I 
had to fight to keep the van steady. I was 
doing about 60, and there was no stop
ping now as I broke out into the unpro
tected stretch of road, right next to the 
ocean, known as Laniakea Beach. I was 
right in the middle of that stretch when 
it hit. A giant wall o f white and green 
water, left over from what must have 
been a 50-foot set in fast series, hit the 
retaining wall by the road, bounced 
toward the sky, and peeled over into the 
perfect tube that enveloped me and my 
van.

We punched out the other side, still 
on the road, still doing 60. The tail end 
of the section slapped the roof o f my car 
in a fond farewell. I never got to ride 
d o u b le -o u ts id e  P ipeline, not yet at 
least. But . . . I had the left tube ride of 
my life, in my ‘68 Volkswagen van. 
And . . . I ’m not even a goofy-foot. 
I Reprinted from  Surfer Magazine)

In Memory
Frank E. Booth

Deceased: December 2, 1980 
Club Member: 10 Years

Jan F. Mowat

Deceased: July 1980 
Club Member: 2 1 years

Bjarne Iversen

Deceased: September 26, I980 
Club Member: 11 years

Stuart Kann

Deceased: September 27, 1980 
Club Member: 9 years

George V. Lamont

Deceased: October 27, 1980 
Club Member: 21 years

Captain Janies E. Smith

Deceased: November 8 , 1980 
Club Member: 26 years

Year’s Golf Finale at Waialae
by Frank E. Walton

For their Fall tournam ent on Friday, 
Novem ber 21, 64 O utrigger G olfers 
were favored with a fine day and a golf 
course in excellent condition at Waialae 
Country Club. Thanks to the efforts of 
former Outrigger Club President Roy 
Kesner and a num ber o f o ther joint 
O utrigger/W aialae m em bers, O utrig 
ger golfers were able to enjoy their final 
1980 tournam ent at the home of the 
Hawaiian Open.

As might have been expected, the 
"W aialae-w ise” golfers dominated the 
play. M en’s A Flight low gross was 
won by Jon Sutherland with a 78. He 
was followed by Bill Cross at 81. Men’s 
B Flight low gross was taken by Roy 
Kesner in a tie-breaking toss with Peter

Balding. Both had 90s. Men's C Right 
was annexed by A. D. Smith at 97, one 
stroke ahead of C. J. Robertson who 
was, in turn, one stroke better than Rick 
Lempke.

Pam Anderson was easily the Ladies 
low gross winner with a steady 43-44 
for 87; Lys Pedersen and Leilani Baker 
were second and third at 94 and 98.

The Men’s and L adies’ long drive 
trophies were taken by Bill Haxton and 
Leilani Baker while Red Berglund and 
Floye won closest to the pin awards.

Outrigger golfers owe a special vote 
of thanks to honcho Roy Kesner and the 
other W aialae/Outrigger members who 
afforded us the rare opportunity to play 
this fine championship course.


