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Outrigger canoe racing was a thing of the past when the
Outrigger Canoe Club was formed in 1908. Gone were the days
when chiefs and commoners rode the waves of Kalehuawehe on
enormous eighteen-foot koa surfboards. In the early 1900s,
barge racing in Honolulu Harbor was the "in" water sport of the
islands, after it was introduced by foreigners in the early 1860s.  

But it didn't take long for the new club on the beach to res-
urrect the old sport. With Teddy Roosevelt's "Great White Fleet"
due to arrive on July 4, 1908 Club members hastily organized a
regatta to entertain the Navy men. Every available canoe on the
island was recruited for the day-long event which attracted
around 5,000 sailors, kamaaina, and malihini who gathered
along the beach to witness the first such activity at Waikiki in
the memory of anyone present. 

By today's standards, it was more of a water carnival than a
regatta, but it aroused a long-dormant interest in outrigger ca-
noeing that would grow over the years to become one of
Hawaii's most popular water sports.

On a promotional tour of the mainland in 1909, Club
founder Alexander Hume Ford contacted a cruise line whose
ships were to stop in Honolulu later in the year. When Ford sug-
gested a regatta of surfing and canoe races to entertain the visi-
tors, the cruise line's agent, Frank C. Clark, was so enthusiastic
that he offered to donate four silver trophies for prizes. Unfor-
tunately, when the first liner arrived, the ocean was flat and the

races were cancelled. Later in the year, the second such event
took place with Outrigger competing against crews from two US
Navy cruisers and men from a Belgian training ship.  This time
the waves were too big and several canoes swamped or collided;
some of the events were postponed. 

Since Honolulu Harbor was the popular venue for water
sports in the early 1900s, Outrigger arranged for some canoe
races to be included in Regatta Day events that drew thousands
of spectators downtown to watch the famous Healani and Myr-
tle Boat Club barges compete against one another. In 1909, five
outrigger canoes entered. The following year, the number in-
creased as both the famed boat clubs entered canoes as well as
barges, and Prince Kuhio sent a crew from Kona to paddle his
famed koa racing canoe, "A."

In 1918, when Regatta Day was cancelled because of harbor
restrictions brought about by World War I, the canoe races held
at Waikiki attracted a huge crowd and set the stage for the re-
vival and growth of ocean canoe racing. Three clubs, Healani,
Outrigger and the newly formed Hui Nalu, competed against
one another. The Waikiki events usually included a variety of
water sports including swimming, diving, body surfing, board
surfing, canoe paddling and canoe sailing.

It was not until 1933, twenty-five years after the Club's
founding, that paddling reached a peak and the first of three
popular Kona Regattas was held at Kealakekua Bay. For the first

Outrigger’s first canoe racing champions in 1908 were front: Kenneth
Brown, Ted Melanphy, Dad Center.  Back: Knute Cotrell, Vizen Genoves,
Harry Steiner.

An early canoe race in Waikiki.

Gone were the days when chiefs and commoners
rode the waves of Kalehuawehe on enormous

eighteen-foot koa surfboards.

A Day at the Races Began in 1908 in Waikiki
By Barbara Del Piano



Regatta Day in Honolulu Harbor 1919.  Our crew was Dad Center, Charlie
Lambert, Sonny Ruttman, Harold Harvey, Francis Bowers, Edric Cook.

The first crew to win a race for OCC when canoe racing was revived in 1933
was Jack Fraser, Dick Burkland, Reynolds Burkland, Dick Bechert, Herbie
Jordan, Campbell Stevenson. They’re pictured on the ship Itasca on the way
home from Kona.
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time, the regattas were devoted exclusively to canoeing pad-
dling. 

Outrigger's three crews, coached by "Dad" Center, had a
huge send off at Waikiki before the canoes were paddled to
Honolulu Harbor and loaded aboard the S.S. Humuula for the
journey to Kona. The event turned out to be an island-wide cel-
ebration with boat-loads of people, including the Governor, and
scores of dignitaries from throughout the Territory traveling to
the Big Island. Outrigger won the regatta.  Its big win of the day
was the Junior-six, with a crew consisting of Jack Fraser, Dick
Burkland, Reynolds Burkland, Dick Bechert, Herb Jordon, and
Campbell Stevenson. After just three years, the regattas were
moved to Oahu and held at Honolulu Harbor. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club continued to advance the sport,
encouraging the formation of new paddling clubs, but it wasn't
until 1943, when World War II was still raging, that outrigger
races really made a big impact on the public. After the tragic
death of Outrigger president, Walter J. Macfarlane, Club mem-
bers wracked their brains to come up with a fitting memorial for
their fallen leader. Finally, the idea surfaced of naming a July 4th
regatta in his honor. The idea took off and Matson Navigation
Co., whose ties with Outrigger in those days were close, donated
a huge silver trophy to be awarded to the winner of the "Senior
Six." The event was highly publicized and thousands of specta-
tors lined the beach.  It was fitting that Outrigger won the "Se-
nior Six" and Walter Mac's mother, Kamokila Campbell, donated

champagne with which she personally filled the huge silver bowl
and from which both winners and runners-up drank.  The crew,
coached and steered by Duke Kahanamoku, consisted of Thad
Ekstrand, Jack Beaumont, Tom Arnott, Jim Fernie and Bob Bush. 

That day was the start of a tradition that has continued for
67 years. In 2009 more than 1000 paddlers participated in the
Macfarlane Regatta, now the oldest continuous outrigger canoe
paddling event in Hawaii's history. Although many other regat-
tas have been established over the years, the Macfarlane re-
mains one of the most popular of all.

Thus began a period of tremendous growth in Outrigger
canoe paddling races. From then on, the sport grew exponen-
tially with the formation of new paddling clubs and public pop-
ularity, and continues to this day with high schools, churches,
and groups of all kinds forming clubs and entering crews in a
myriad of regattas throughout the islands. The Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Association (HCRA) was formed in 1950, with support
from the Outrigger Canoe Club, establishing rules and regula-
tions to set standards for the sport. Today, HCRA boasts a mem-
bership of 80 clubs consisting of 10,000 paddlers.  The Oahu
Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association (OHCRA) was formed in
1979 and today its membership includes more than 3000 pad-
dlers and 18 clubs on Oahu alone. People of all ages and nation-
alities now participate in this sport of kings, which, but for the
Outrigger Canoe Club, might well be but a chapter in Hawaiian
history.

The Macfarlane Regatta is now the oldest 
continuous outrigger canoe paddling event in

Hawaii’s history
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Committee Members Honored at Aloha Party

ABOVE: Arnold Lum and
Fred Lunt

RIGHT: Kehau Kali and Cathi
Goldsmith.

BELOW: Mazeppa Costa,
Ruth Hakuole.

RIGHT: Steve
Gilley, Monika
and Norm Ho.

RIGHT: Jen
Bossert, Alice
Lunt, Jimmy
Austin.

LEFT: Gerry
DeBenedetti,
Karen and Den-
nis Blake.

LEFT: Mikey and
Mike Cote.

BELOW: Bonnie Eyre,
Peter Balding, Dean
Eyre, Kawika Grant.
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ABOVE: Seated: George Norcross,
Kris Bradley. Standing: Ty Jenkins,
Todd Bradley, Glenna Wong.

RIGHT: Mark Jackola, 
Robby Ostrem.

LEFT: Billy and
Patty Mowat, Missy
and Kai Maii.

LEFT: Pam and
Valerie Davis.

RIGHT: OCC President
Steve Torkildson presents
a paddle to Brad Wage-
naar who served three
terms on the Board.

LEFT: Moana Tre-
gaskis-McLachlin,
Gail Dolan, Mike Mc-
Cabe, Paul Dolan, Tay
Perry, John Lacy.

ABOVE: David Buck, Mark Buck.

BELOW: Cathy Ostrem, Bill and
Karen Kato.



As the 
Terrace Turns

Marc Haine, Tim Guard and Todd Bradley are shown with crew
members from the USS Chung-Hoon. Tim is involved with a pro-
gram to introduce crew members to water activities. 

Wearing their St. Paddy’s Day green were Bryant
Park, Dennis Gaughan and Chris Hochuli.  Photo
by Nora Meijide-Gentry.

Enjoying the St. Patrick’s Day Party at the Club
were Christopher S. Lefebvre, Paul B. Merriam,
Lauren K. Lefebvre, Patricia D. Bryan and Marylyn
A. Collins. Photo by Nora Meijide-Gentry.

Chicks With Zip is
what they were call-
ing themselves as Lisa
Livingston, Tiare
Finney, Michele St.
John and Suzy Hem-
mings enjoyed the
two biggest zip lines
in Hawaii during a
trip to Hawi on the
Big Island.

Laura Williams cooked
up a Lilikoi Cheese
Cake for a cooking
show that she hopes
will make it to the in-
ternet. She says the
cheesecake is a sure
winner at any baby
luau or birthday party.

Members of the
Sea Monkey Team
Club, Dave Larson,
Jan Larson and
Henry Richmond
attended the St.
Patrick’s Day Party
at the Club.  Photo
by Nora Meijide-
Gentry.

Contributions to this column are welcome.  Please submit items to the Editor
at the Front Desk or by emailing to occmag@aol.com.  Be sure to include your
name and phone number in case additional information is needed.  Items received
by May 25 will appear in the July magazine.  Items received after May 25 will ap-
pear in August.
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Reciprocal Club Review

Situated 10 miles east of downtown Seattle in the suburb of
Bellevue is The Bellevue Club. Founded in 1979 this beautiful
club has a wide variety of athletic and dining facilities that will
appeal to our members.  They’ve been in the same building
since inception, and are also located next to a 67 room four-
story boutique hotel situated on nine landscaped acres.  Their
membership is 5,200.

The club boasts three swimming pools, a 60 foot outdoor
pool in a garden setting open May to September and two in-
door pools.  One is a 25 yard six lane recreation pool and the
other a nine lane competition pool-plus a luxurious two level
whirlpool bath area.  

The club has both indoor and outdoor tennis courts. There’s
a very large fitness center where all kinds of classes are available
such as yoga, pilates and kinesis.  Kinesis is a wood paneled wall
with a built-in cable pulley system placed to target various areas
of the body providing a pinpointed workout. There’s also a spa
which offers manicure/pedicures and massages.

Review #52 features The Bellevue Club, Washington
By Valerie Davis

Mary Swanson sends along this photo
of pre-tsunami activity that she took
from her 17th floor balcony at the
Colony Surf.  Bruce Black is shown tow-
ing outrigger canoes to safety from the
moorings in front of the Club.
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On Saturday February 27 with a tsunami warning issued for the state at 6 a.m., a group of
members spontaneously appeared at the Outrigger Canoe Club and began the necessary actions
to protect the assets of the Club.

First on the agenda were the valuable and historic koa canoes, Kakina, Leilani and Kaoloa.
The canoes were loaded onto a trailer and moved to higher ground on the upper levels of the
OCC parking structure.

The fiberglass canoes were also moved from the beach to the parking structure.  The new
Boston Whaler was moored about one mile off shore under the direction of Don Isaacs, with
Jimmy Austin, Anthony Hunt and Mark Jackola untangling the anchor lines.

Bruce Black arrived about this time and took out his sailing canoe which is moored in the
basin in front of the Club.  He also towed several members OC-4’s to the deep hole outside Cas-
tles.  He remained there on the smaller OCC Boston Whaler during the entire time of the
tsunami, to make sure no one could steal or pilfer from our Club and members’ boats. 

Scott and Craig Gamble and Curt and Chris Deweese were actively assisting where ever
needed. 

Also high on the priority list for preservation were the paper archives of the Club that are
stored in the Board Room on the lower floor of the Club.  Some of these historical records are
still on the original printed paper, so are irreplaceable. 

Bob Beck, John Lacy, Jeff Kissel, Gib Bintliff, Van Corum and Norman Ho took responsibility
for retrieving the archives and placing them out of harm’s way. 

Others who assisted with the tsunami preparation were Mike Kane, Angie Giancaterino,
Dolan Eversole and Kaione Scott. 

Liz Ventura staffed the Front Desk and fielded hundreds of calls about what was going on,
with such a smile and great attitude; this helped the rescue crew to focus on the task at hand. 
General Manager Mike Ako was everywhere multitasking and managing the events.

Thanks to other members who may have helped that day and haven’t been named.  We ap-
preciate your concern and hard work to move important items to safety.

Thank goodness the five tsunami waves that arrived after 
11 a.m. didn’t cause destruction anywhere in the islands.  We 
dodged the bullet on this one.  Hopefully we’ll be this lucky 
when hurricanes or tsunamis threaten us in the future.

Tsunami Saturday Brings Out the Best in Members
By Mark Jackola

continued on page 12
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Twenty-three men’s teams and six women’s teams waited out the tsunami
warning on February 27-28 to compete in the Dinosaur Volleyball Tourna-
ment on the Club courts.  The tournament was won for the fourth year in a
row by Jim Nichols and Greg Lyles of Los Angeles 15-7 over Stevie Li and
Todd Harrison. Marcie Nowack and Dianna McKibbin won the women’s title.
Awards were presented at a BBQ after the championship matches.

BELOW: Marc Haine and Kevin Wong
(foreground) defending against Stevie
Li and Todd Harrison in this semi-final
match of the tourney.  Li and Harrison
won 12-10 and went on to finish sec-
ond.  Haine and Wong were third.

Dinosaur Tournament Goes On Despite Tsunami Warning
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MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW

Raymond J. Suppa
Franchise Owner

GolfTEC Honolulu
510 Piikoi Street
Suite W 100
Honolulu, HI 96814

P: 808.441.0105
F: 808.441.0110
C: 808.739.0340

rsuppa@golftec.com
www.golftec.com

Digital Video Analysis • Motion Analysis Technology •
Putting • Practice Memberships • Short Game Lessons

• WebLessons • Playing Lessons • Game Tracking •
Custom Club Fitting • Fitness & Conditioning
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OCC TIDE CALENDAR
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Reciprocal Club Review continued from page 7
MEMBERS IT PAYS TO KNOW
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Outrigger Canoe Club
Wine Committee Contest

In recognition of our Centennial year, the label used on our house wines was changed
several years ago.  Moving into the next decade, the Wine Committee would like to have
a new label on our popular Chardonnay and Merlot house wines.  We are soliciting your
input for the redesign and announcing a contest with a wonderful prize for the winner.

Our house wines are provided by the Langtry/Guenoc vineyards.  Lillian Langtry was
an English socialite and actress who moved to northern California and planted vines start-
ing in 1888, establishing the vineyard eventually used to produce our private-label wines.

All OCC members above the Junior level are eligible to enter the contest.  Incorporate
an OCC logo into the design of the front label; the rear label will not be changed.  En-
tries, preferably in pdf format, are to be submitted to the OCC Wine Committee, or
emailed to bruce.liebert@gmail.com, by May 31.  More than one entry per member is al-
lowed.

The winner will be announced at a special Guenoc wine tasting and pupu party in Oc-
tober and receive a night for two at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel along with dinner at
Azure or Rumfire restaurants courtesy of Easton Manson of Guenoc-Langtry winery.

The Wine Committee thanks you for your participation.

The label on the OCC Chardonnay

By Bruce Liebert

Next time you’re in the Seattle area be sure and check out
this outstanding athletic and dining facility.  You can also go to
their website for more information about them and the hotel
next door: www.bellevueclub.com.



Backward Glances
50 Years Ago...1960
James Ward Russell Jr., President

After being nominated by an all-
male committee for the Board of Di-
rectors, Mariechen Wehselau Jackson
was elected as the first woman in
Club history to serve in that capacity.

35 Years Ago...1975
Robert Wakefield Mist, President

A room on the Club's lower level,
named "The Gentlemen's Lounge,"
was used primarily for Board meet-
ings and functions restricted to male
voting members. At the annual meet-
ing in February, 1975, an announce-
ment was made that the room,
renamed the "Board Room," would
henceforth be available to all voting
members.

For more than ten years, women
had petitioned for a Molokai to Oahu
race. Officials adamantly maintained
rough waters of the channel were too
dangerous for wahine paddlers. They

were proved wrong when, in 1975,
crews from Healani Canoe Club and
Onipaa, a group of strong paddlers
from different clubs, including Out-
rigger's Ann Nichol, set out on an un-
official forty-mile contest across Kaiwi
Channel. Although it was a successful
crossing, it was not until four years
later that HCRA sanctioned an official
Molokai to Oahu race for women.

20 Years Ago...1990
Harwood Daniel Williamson, Presi-
dent

Bruce Ames, a member of the
Board of Directors, solicited support
for induction of a woman in the all-
male organization, Winged "O." With
help from the Historical Committee,
he worked hard to promote the idea
which initially received little enthusi-
asm from the Winged "O" Selection
Committee. Persistence paid off when
Diane Stowell was awarded the pres-
tigious honor the following year.

By Barbara Del Piano, Historical Committee
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For the Record

Surfing
Short Board Meet at Flys
3/20/10
Hana Harrison
1st, Long Board
1st, Short Board

Running
Straub/Kapiolani Women’s 10K
3/7/2010
Katherine Nichols, 1st, 40-44,
:40:51
Candes Gentry, 3rd, 30-34, :45:42
Laurie Foster, 4th, 50-54, :51:32
Joanne Klinke, :54:45
Lori McCarney, :57:36
Nora Meijide Gentry, 1:23:51
Gerry DeBenedetti, 1:27:48
Joanie Shibuya, 1:31:05
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Employee
of the Month

Marie Felton

By Stephen Riede

Marie Felton joined the Club in February 1987 as a Dining
Room Hostess and then Koa Lanai supervisor.  She transferred to
the Business Office in December 2008 where she accepted the
position of Cashier Clerk.

The transition was challenging, but worthwhile, and Marie
has expressed her gratitude to retiring Controller Gordon Smith
in helping her make the change. 

Our new controller, Joyce Nobriga says “Marie always man-
ages to keep a positive attitude even when dealing with difficult
issues. She takes a lot of pride in her work and is an essential
part of our Business Office team”. 

In her spare time, Marie does volunteer work for her church
and provides care for her Mom. She enjoys being with friends,
reading, and trying to keep up with her daughter who is attend-
ing Boise State College in Idaho. 

Congratulations Marie for this well deserved honor.

Ke`ea J. Lum
Junior

Napua K. Lum
Junior

Joanne Toledo
Hamm
Regular

Max Clini
Regular

Steven Shropshire
Regular

Gordon 
Thompson III
Nonresident

Jaylen K. Reyes
Junior

Jacqueline Mash
Junior

Regular
Peter R. Cross 
Ikaika Harbottle 

Service
Lt. Col. Clifford D. Chen 

Associate
D. Kainoa Philpotts 
Eve N. F. Millett 

Junior
Peter ‘Eli’ Diamond 
Nicholas Dodge 
Meleana K. Coito

Nonresident
Patricia ‘Laura’ Conway 

newmembers

On the Cover: A rainbow shines over the Waikiki skyline.  The faint
lines of a second rainbow can be seen above the first.  Photo by Nora
Meijide-Gentry.



BOARD BRIEFS
Board Briefs is taken from the minutes of the Board of Directors

meeting on March 25, 2010.
Club’s Financials: Gordon Smith presented a brief overview of the Club’s

financial structure; OCC Funds (Building Fund, Operating Fund and Capital
Improvement Fund) and Operating Fund Goals (Food and Beverage goals,
Dues, Capital Expenditure goals and Initiation Fees).  

Membership Count: The Membership Count was 4,780 as of February
28, 2010.

Finance Report: The Board accepted the annual audit report from KMH,
LLC. Copies of the report are available for Board members to review. 

Comeback Approval by the Club Captain & Athletic Coordinating
Director: The Board approved, in accordance with Board Policy 3.2.6.3, the
authority for the Club Captain and Coordinating Director of Athletics to
approve any budgeted comebacks relating to off island events/competitions.

Scope of Authority & Responsibility of the Executive Committee: The
Board reaffirmed the Scope of Authority and Responsibility of the Executive
Committee.

Persona Non Grata: The Board approved this list. In addition, the
criterion (convicted felon) for “persona non grata” designation as stated in
Board Policy 2.3.7 was discussed.

Financial Statement: Financially, February was weaker than budgeted,
primarily due to the inclement weather and lack of high end catering
business.  There was Net Income from Operations of $52,888 which is $14,188
under budget, and year to date, net income is $44,103, which is $9,797 above
budget.  For February, there was a combined Food & Beverage loss (with the
mini-charge) of $39,480 which is $15,680 below budget.  

Projects in Progress: The Building and Grounds Committee approved
the revised fee proposal for engineering design services which will bundle
the remaining phases of the plumbing project. This will include work on the
back of the house plumbing infrastructure (laundry room, employee locker
rooms, storeroom, etc.) and the Snack Shop with new drain lines under the
Snack Shop running through canoe alley to a new, larger grease interceptor.
It is estimated that the Snack Shop will be closed for 4 - 6 weeks. In addition,
canoe alley will also be closed when the trenching begins. Work will not
occur in that area until after the long distance paddling season is finished. 

Unrelated Business Income:  Year to date, Non-member income is
$5,188 above last year.

Buildings and Grounds: Eric Crispin has agreed to chair this committee. 
House: Bruce Liebert has agreed to chair this committee. 

Athletics: The Board approved the design for the canoe racing jersey.
Keanuenue will be printed across the front of the jersey (chest area) in honor
of deceased Senior member, Keanuenue Rochlen. 

Public Relations: This committee approved a six month trial period for
posting non-commercial ads on the web site with the same restrictions
currently used for the locker room bulletin boards. It will be administered by
Stephen Riede (Executive Office). 

Currently, committee members are calling new members to “welcome”
them to the Club. The idea of a new member orientation is being considered. 
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