
Know Your Committee-~ennis 
By Shirley McKown 

Advantage Michalski! 
To use a tennis term, John Mkhalski 

as chairman of the OCC Tennis 
Committee has an "advantage" over 
many Club committee chairmen in 

In Memoriam 

Alexander Castro 
Alexander Castro, long-time Outrigger 
member and distinguished community 
leader, died December 7. He was 67. 

Born in Honolulu, Castro was a 
graduate of Punahou and the University 
of California. After serving in the 
Navy as a lieutenant commander, he 
began a career in real estate that 
continued until his death. He served as 
president of the Honolulu Board of 
Realtors and was a delegate to the 
Hawaii State Constitutional Convention 
in 1950. The same year, he received the 
distinguished service award from the 
U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

After joining the Outrigger 20 years 
ago, Castro became a member and later 
chairman of the Historical Committee. 
He also was a life member of the 
Hawaii Historical Society and the 
Bishop Museum , and co-wrote a 
collection of true-life stories titled 
"The Hawaii Almost Nobody Knows." 
He is survived by his wife Dagny, two 
daughters, Tony Strauck and Kristin 
Bliss, a sister, Mary Richards , and four 
grandchildren. 

on-the-job experience. He has been a 
member of the Tennis Committee for 14 
years and chairman for the past 10. 

Originally from Austria, John moved 
to this country with his family when he 
was in elementary school. He went on 
to Yale and Northwestern , where he 
was a member of both the swim and 
track teams. While he still swims 
regularly, he decided about. 25 years 
ago to replace his track efforts with 
another sport. He took up tennis, and 
has wielded a mean racquet ever since. 

John and his committee have 
consistently recommended that a way 
be found to install tennis courts on the 
Club premises. ''A few years ago OCC 
was seriously considering adding another 
deck to the parking garage for tennis 
courts," John said. "We would have 
had two or three courts plus the option 
of using the space for addi tional 
parking when necessary. " 

The parking deck plan was abandoned 
when it was determined that costs 
would be prohibit ive. Another plan to 
lease or buy land on the Niu Peninsula 
to expand Club facilit ies for canoes and 
paddlers as well as to provide courts for 
tennis players also had to be rejected 
for financial reasons. 

But John has not given up. "With 
over 400 tennis players among the 
Outrigger membership, there should be 
enough interest and innovation to find a 
way to finally have our own courts, " 
he said. 

Meanwhile, OCC tennis players 
challenge clubs that do have their own 
courts. But, since reciprocation is not 
possible, the Club must depend on the 

hospitality of others. 
inter-club championships are now 

played at such courts as King Street, 
where the Tennis Committee must rent 
courts for the two-day tournament. In 
former years, city courts were available 
to private clubs and OCC was able to 
schedule tournaments at the Diamond 
Head Tennis Center or Ala Moana 
Park. But no more. 

The most recent offer of courts 
expired on December 31. Waialae Iki V 
invited our members to use their 
facilities last year. "They even had a 
Turkey Tournament last fal l," John 
reported , "and 22 Outrigger tennis 
players competed." 

The current Tennis Committee of 
Gulab Watumull, Jeannie Lum, Billie 
Baird, Margie Howe and Tracey Smith 
has done an excellent job, John said, 
but he would like to encourage more 
members to apply for the committee. 
" It takes t ime and dedication ," he said , 
" to plan and organize tournaments, 
social events and to telephone the long 
list of OCC players to invite them to 
participate in matches with other 
clubs." 

John Michalski is a busy man. 
In addition to chairing the Tennis 
Committee, he is Professor of European 
Languages and Communication at the 
University of Hawaii. He has written 
several scholarly books. And although 
he has traveled around the world 
several times , he's eager to do it again. 
John's wife, Marlene, a realtor wi th 
Dolman and Associates, shares his 
enthusiasm for travel. 

Game, set, match, Michalski! 
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