
TENNIS '80
by Jon P Haig. C hairm an Tennis C om m ittee

Swatting o ff the 80's our Tennis Com m ittee 
w ill s tru c tu ra lly  stay the same as last year, 
w orking  w ith in  its five  d iv is ions (tournam ent, 
p ub lic  re la tio ns /p rom o tions , specia l projects, 
en te rta inm en t, and long range p lanning). 
S tirring  up more m em ber p a rtic ipa tion , more 
a c tiv itie s  in and outs ide the  c lub  th rough  
com petition , and ins tru c tio n  to better your 
game are our goals.

Heading up the Tournam ent subcom m ittee  
w ill be John M ichalski who has schedu led at 
least one tou rnam e nt per m onth th is  year. He 
is round ing  up over a hundred  players to p lay 
in the com ing c ity  league tenn is  tournam ents. 
He’s a c tiva ting  the tennis  ladder. And w ill be 
getting  courts  fo r the  ’79 c lub  cham pionsh ips 
th is  m onth  and invo lv in g  the  O utrigger in 
regional, c ity , and State open tenn is  cha m ­
p ionsh ips la te r on.

This m onth, besides p laying  to see who's 
best at the Outrigger, we played against the 
in te rse rv ice  league (m ilita ry  teams) at H ickam . 
N ext m onth, besides p lay ing  against Waialae, 
we w ill fin ish  com petition  against Beretam a 
Tennis Club, w hich  was ra ined out last m onth  
(we’re ahead 2-1).

A com p le te  schedu le  of play, for the  year 
1980, w ill be announced in the next issue of 
the  O utrigger. We w ill fie ld  at least one team  in 
five  d iv is ions of c ity  league play com m encing  
on Feb. 17, w ith  o u r "A ”  or top  team , and 
p lay ing  every Sunday m orn ing  u n til A pril 20. 
Our " B "  team  starts  p lay ing  on the  m o rn ing  of 
the  2 7 th  of April and p lays each Sunday u n til 
the  30th  of June. A few "C ”  team s w ill s ta rt 
com petition  on July 6 and play u n til 
Septem ber 7. And "D ”  or Novice team s w ill 
p lay from  Septem ber 14th u n til Novem ber 16 
W om en's team s w ill com pete  d u r in g th e  M en's 
“ A”  tim e  period and be com prised of "A " , "B ” , 
"C ” , and Novice teams. O ther activ itie s  
p lanned fo r the  year under the tou rn am en t 
com m ittee  are outer island tou rnam ents, n igh t 
ten n is  at Ala Moana Park d u rin g  the  sum m er, 
an exchange w ith  the  Aussies (the ir courts), 
sponsorship  of local tenn is  cham pionsh ips, 
and the  poss ib ility  of a tra ve ling  ten ms team  to 
tou r the  m ainland.

H elp ing  M icha lsk i’s com m ittee  in ga thering  
players to p lay w ill be Jeanme Lum ’s Public 
R e la tions/P rom otions subcom m ittee  w hich 
keeps m em bers info rm ed of com ing tennis  
activ ities . If you ’ re not on her roster you have 
to  re ly on o ther means to get the word. Right 
now the roster num bers over 200.

This spring  Shirley M cK ow n’s E n te rta in ­
ment subcom m ittee  swings into  fu ll gear w ith

our annual fashion show, cockta il, and d inner 
party.

Looking into  the fu tu re , hope fu lly  not too 
d istant, is Duncan M acN aughton 's Long Range 
P l a n n i n g  s u b c o m m i t t e e .  M a k i n g  
recom m endations for more perm anent tennis  
fac ilities  is th e ir responsib ility . W hatever the 
outcom e of th e ir efforts, ten n is ' pop u la rity  w ill 
someday requ ire  O utrigger's pa rtic ipa tion  in 
ten n is  courts  on a perm anent basis.

Finally, the subcom m ittee  w hich  w ill have 
the most em phasis placed on it th is  year is the 
Special Projects subcom m ittee  w ith  education 
its p rim e responsib ility . Heading th is  group w ill 
be veteran tennis  pro from  Punahou School, 
Tom M auch. This group w ill be responsib le  for 
creating  new p layers and m aking exis ting  
p layers into  be tte r players. O ther racquet 
sports w ill come under M auch 's  guidance  such 
as paddle  tennis, raque tba ll, and tab le  tennis.

If you 're  p lay ing  tenn is  we want you on our 
ten n is  roster so you can becom e better 
in fo rm ed; if you ’ re th in k in g  of lea rn ing  or 
would like to get be tte r we can arrange for 
ins tru c tion ; and if you d on ’t  p lay and never 
expect to, we would like you to work on our 
com m ittees.

Outrigger Neighbors
by Leighton Taylor

One of the  c lu b 's  more appea ling  neighbors 
has alm ost as m any names as W illy  Sutton had 
disguises. This res ident of the  reef area 
between the  Hobie m oorings and the  w ind 
sock has one of its names m entioned a lm ost 
n ig h tly  in the d in in g  room and Hau Terrace. 
A lthough usually  associated w ith  brown gals 
and grass shacks, th is  little  fish is as m uch at 
home at the Outrigger Canoe Club as at 
Kealakekua Bay. The hum u hum u nuku  nuku  
apua'a  m ust be one of the  most fam ilia r o f the 
Hawaiian fishes, (by name at least) due to 
Johnny Noble's fam ous song: “ I want to  go 
back to my little  grass shack. .

The Hawaiians named th is  appealing fish to 
denote its association w ith  pigs (apua'a). Not 
only does it root around sand and rocks w ith  its 
nose (nuku), it makes p ig-like g runts  and has 
succu len t flesh. Its meat was substitu ted  fo r

pork in certa in  Hawaiian ceremonies. Tough, 
lea thery skin m ust be rem oved to  obtain the 
meat and th is  has insp ired  the  name "leather- 
lacke ts" for some of its re latives.

The English com m on name for the group of 
nine Hawaiian species (w h ich  the  Hawaiians 
generally  called hum u) is tr ig ge rfish . That is 
descrip tive  of a m aior cha racte ris tic  of the  fish 
and is also easier to say than the  scientis ts ' 
"B a lis tid a e ” .

The " tr ig g e r"  is form ed by the  fo rw ard  part 
of the fin  on the back. Triggerfishes can wedge 
them selves in holes and crevices by lock ing  
th is  m echanism  in an e rect position u s in g a se t 
of spines on the chest fo r coun te r pressure. A 
d ive r can sometimes reach into  the crevice  
and "u n lo c k ”  the fish by pressing down on the 
second fin  spine or “ trig ge r".

W hile locked in holes, triggerfish  often em it 
p ig like  grunts, p a rticu la rly  when d is tu rbed  by 
a hand. These fishy o inks are created by 
m uscles con trac ting  over a small, in te rna l sac 
of gas beneath the fishes back bone and above 
the viscera. This sac also am plifies noises 
made by the g rind ing  of bony plates located in 
the  fishes throat. The sac (also called a 
gasbladder or swim  b ladder) is found  in many 
kinds of fish and is usually  used fo r bouyancy 
contro l.

It is p robably  best to leave the  little  fellow 
alone, bu t if you do handle a triggerfish , watch 
out fo r a hum u bite! Hum us have strong jaws 
and stout, sharp  teeth. Their d ie t requires a 
pow erfu l m outh  because they often feed on 
hard-shelled  creatures like sea urchins, shells 
and even coral. If they can bite o ff a chunk of 
coral, th in k  w hat they can do to a finger!

There are a ctua lly  two species of these little  
finger b ite rs  w hich  share the  name made 
fam ous by the song. B iologists call the more 
com m on species R hm ecanthus rectangulus  
because of the  rectangu lar b lack m arking  on 
its side. The less com m on of the two, 
R h in e c a n th u s  a c u le a tu s  (o r la g o o n  
trig ge rfish ), has been s ighted off the  club, but 
R. rec tangu lus  is the  one usually  seen.

I p re fe r the Hawaiian name to the  unw ieldy 
sc ie n tific  names, but my favo rite  appella tion is 
the  one given to the  two species by aquarium  
dealers. They call the  gaily decorated, 
im ag inative ly  shaped creatures - PICASSO 
FISH To me, they really do look like designs of 
tha t Spanish m aste r’s w him sica l genius.

So if  you are a fish lover (or even an art 
lover), s trap  on your mask and snorkel and go 
in troduce  yourse lf to one of our cutest 
neighbors.
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