
Come Ride the Rock 
This year's Memorial Day 
weekend again found a few 
OCC motorcycle enthusiasts 
battling the terrain of the Big 
Island. Mother Nature did an 
especially fine job of helping 
the host club, the Rock Island 
Riders, in keeping with the tra
ditionally wet and rocky ride. 

In fact, the two-day, 200-
mile timekeeping enduro was 
this year cut down to 177 ac
tual miles due to impassable, 
head high and deeper, lakes 
that formed in many of the trails as a 
result of this year's extremely wet win
ter. But that still lefl 177 miles of "bad 
road." 

The teams consisted of Walter Guild, 
Brant Ackerman and Keola Sheehan 
who rode as Team A, and AI Serafin, 
Brenton Block and Tyler Ralston on the 
B Team. 

Accompanying the troops and as al
ways providing fust class support and 
five-star lunches were Tiare Richert
Finney (who is riding the B course next 
year), Mary Smolenski, Marc Kennedy, 
Rick Ralston, Aaron Ackerman and our 
resident motorcycle surgeon, John "the 
Doctor" Beaumont, who was in high 
demand all weekend by many riders in 
the field. 

Due to rumors of big water, and to 
keep the competition on three toes, each 
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Riders head over the lava fields. 

me mber was issued a snorkel to be 
worn at all times. 

The boys looked good early on, with 
Team A zeroing all of the morning 
checks and Team B doing some good 
riding of their own. But after lunch, the 
laws of Murphy began to hold true, 
namely anything that can go wrong, 
will go wrong. 

Walter, who was carrying little 
water, discovered a leak in his cooling 
system. Brant, who was not carrying 
the correct master link, snapped his 
chain. Keola developed a flat front tire. 

Team A picked up some points as a 
result of their mechanical difficulties, 
while Team B held tough around the 
mountain and finished together. 

Day two brought an opportunity for 
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better luck, and more mud. 
There was no such luck for 
Walter, however, who was still 
plagued by overheating, then a 
flat rear tire, then a missed 
check which cost him some 
points. 

Ackerman and Sheehan had 
a good second day, and had it 
not been for a snapped chain 
on day one, Brant would have 
most likely won the whole 
event, getting only three 
points on day two. Brant has 

since bought stock in the Tsubaki Chain 
Co. 

Team B rode well on day two under 
the command of AI "Speedy" Serafin. 
The take down of the day went to Tyler 
who swore that tree branches leapt out 
at him to purposely knock him off his 
bike. 

For their efforts, Team B took home 
a third place overall team trophy, while 
Keola kept a low enough score to take 
third in the 200cc class. 

What is most important is that there 
were no major casualties and the troops 
came home in one piece and Tiare 
didn' t have to break out her mobile op
erating room. 

Thanks again to the pit crew and 
Brant for organizing. We encourage all 
future spectators and riders to come ride 
the rock!@ 

Mud is part of the challenge as Keota 
Sheehan knows. 


