
Motorcyclists Hit the Trail 
By Ste1·e Quinn 

Participation by Outrigger Canoe Club 
members in motorcycling, specifically 
dirt bike riding in the islands is not 
something which began last year. 
Without attempting to identify anyone 
as the founding father, people such as 
John Beaumont have been involved and 
active in the sport on a regular basis for 
more than 10 years. 

Contemporary dirt bike riding began 
in the early 1960's with motorcycles that 
looked much like street bikes and 
weighed upwards of 500 pounds. 
Today's model is much different, 
weighing less than 250 pounds and 
being a highly technical piece of 
equipment capable of navigating 
difficult terrain. 

Early Club pioneers in the sport 
include Jimmy Pflueger and Mike 
Sheehan. Some of the best riders in 
the islands today are members of the 
Outrigger and first experienced dirt bike 
riding as young teenagers when other 
members such as Bill Baird were riding 
up above Waialae lki . 

Today, there is a nucleus of members 
who ride regularly on the weekends and 
participate in competition, some with 
outstanding success. 

If you've missed past articles on the 
subject, Brant Ackerman, Walter Guild 
and Kala Judd, riding for Outrigger, 
won the Mauna Kea 200 last Memorial 
Day weekend. This is the most 
prestigious race in the state, and one 
which is participated in by riders from 
the continental Uni ted States, as well as 
other exotic locations such as Tahiti. 

Other steady Club riders are 
Matt Kresser who is currently riding 
professionally on the mainland , Robbie 
Johnson who rides motocross and 
enduro here in the islands , and Kevin 
Olds. Doss Tannehill , John Beaumont 
and Steve Quinn also ride regularly and 
compete in races. 

The above are not all of the riders 
from the club, however. The second 
annual Hibachi Riders celebration this 
past year also included Marc Haine, 
Mike Haxton , Dana Rupey, Rodman 
Muller, Steve Scott , Tommy Conner, 
Mark Buck, Todd Sandvold and Ryan 
Foster. Up and coming young members 
include young Mike Sheehan and 
Michael Scotl. 

What does it take and where do you 

go to ride dirt bikes with the Outrigger? 
First, equipment requires a reliable, 
contemporary motorcycle. Most riders 
find the Husqvarne, KTM , Kawasaki 
and, in some instances, Yamaha, most 
suitable to our riding conditions. 

In addition to a motorcycle, the rider 
should be well equipped with protective 
gear consisting of, at a minimum, 
quality helmet , boots and goggles. 
Other protective equipment commonly 
worn by most of the riders include shin 
and knee pads, chest and shoulder 
protectors, face guards or face masks, 
gloves and nylon clothing. 

For Outrigger members, the riding 
year usually focuses around the Mauna 
Kea 200 race on Memorial Day 
weekend. This is what our riders are 
generally training and preparing for, 
and when we peak. It also provides a 
good schedule because most riders 
paddle during the summer months. 

The year kicks off with what 's 
become an annual Hibachi Riders 
celebration the firs t or second weekend 
after the Molokai race. Between the 
latter parts of October through the 
winter or rainy months, races are not 
usually scheduled. Rain can be a real 
disaster to a dirt bike race in the 
mountains. Towards the second quarter 
of the calendar year, loosely organized 
associations wi ll put on races. 

Putting on a race is no small affair 
requiring many hours of trail grooming 
work and marking trails as well as 
support staff for entry and race day 
administration. 

There is usually an over-the-hill gang 
enduro, eagles hare and hound, a race 
put on and held on Kauai; a race in 
Mililani and Kahuku during the year 
before the Mauna Kea 200. 

The eagles and over-the-hill gang 
endures are usually in the mountains 
above Helemano, Haleiwa and 
Waimea Bay. 

This year, Brant Ackerman , Walter 
Guild, Matt Kresser and Kevin Olds 
participated in a race put on by 
Malcolm Smith in Ensenada, Mexico, 
the first weekend in February. They 
rode as an Outrigger Canoe Club team. 

Riding is a physical activity requi ring 
mental concentration, quick reactions, 
balance and coordination . Negotiating a 
dirt bike affords the same type of thrills 

as surfing and snow skiing where the 
bike becomes a vehicle used by the 
rider to carve sweeping turns, climb 45 
degree angles on a back wheel, or 
weave speedily through trees or roots, 
down gulleys and across stream beds 
back up the other side. 

It is truly a fine sport participated in 
and enjoyed by many of your fellow 
members who compete successfully on 
behalf of the club. 

New Members 
Regular: Arthur Kamisugi, Andrea 
Lehman, Jim Hammons, Marilyn Kali , 
Richard Bradley. 
Intermediate: Mark Bratton , Meleanna 
Pricher. 
Associate: Diana McKibbin. 
junior: Bridget Ferris, Annika Ferris, 
Brian Kilcoyne, Romy Grigg. 
Nonresident: Wilda Dunnicliffe, Neva 
McMullan , Drew Foss, Deville Brown. 
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