
sharks, jellyfish, massive ocean swells and strong cur­
rents during unprecedented swims in the tropical wa­
ters of Hawaii. 

During his 1967 Molokai Channel swim, Huffaker 
saw a large shark underneath him and immediately 
headed for his escort boat, but the shark t hen swam 
between him and his boat, which was too far away for 
an easy escape. He continued on and ultimatejy 
reached his goal after 16 hours. 

Huffaker was the first person to cross the 30-mile 
Alenuihaha Channel in 20 hours between the Big Island 
of Hawaii and Maui in 1970 after his initial fai lure of 17 
hours. He crossed from Molokai to Oahu in 1967 and 
was the first person to cross between Oahu to Molokai 
in 1972 after a failed 20-hour attempt when he ran 
into strong cu rrents, a tiger shark and a brood of Por­
tuguese Man-o-War. 

Honored for his solo swims between the Hawaiian islands and for 
helping others en route, Harry Huffaker was cited as an example of all 
that is admirable and unique in the sport at his induction ceremony. 

At the age of 50 in 1989, he swam from Lanai to 
Maui, then Maui to Molokai, then attempted to com­
plete his final Molokai-to-Maui leg before being puffed 
after 18 hours. He has swum the Maui Channel three 
times, is t he first person to cross the 9.3-mi le Kalohi 
Channel (1989) from Molokai to Lanai, and crossed the 
8.5-mile Palilolo Channel from Maui to Molokai (1989). 

Outrigger's Harry Huffaker w as inducted into the 
International Marathon Swimming Hall of Fame in New 
York on June 19. Huffaker was a pioneer in swimming 
the dangerous channels in Hawaii. Throughout his il­
lustrious career in the pre-GPS era, Huffaker faced 

A lifetime of success that followed some dramatic 
failures has proven Huffaker to be a true pioneer of 
the Hawaiian Islands channel swimming community. 

Regatta Season Wraps Up with Wins 
John D. Kaupiko Regatta 
July 17, 2011 Keehi lagoon 

Overall Results 
AAA Division: 1. Lanikai 90. 2. 

Kailua 84. 3. Hui Nalu 81. 4. Out­
rigger 55. 

Winning OCC Crews 
Mixed Boys and Girls 12 (.25 

mile): Outrigger (Kiana Sandvold, 
Ethan Lewis, Kaitlin A llen, Tainoa 
Thompson, Chien Jardine-Winter, 
Peter Cross) 2:40.20. 

Girls 14 (.25 mile): Outrigger 
(Ellen Ashford, Tiare Gill, Alyssa 
Basdavanos, Kiele Schwinn, Nicole 
Fang, Kaimi Yoza) 2:08.40. 

Open Keiki (.25 mile): Outrig­
ger (Kailee Graf, Sophia Krivatsy, 
Lyla Wunderlich, Hina Kahikina, 
Mapuhola Sekona, Kailey 
Totherow) 1:59.52. 

Girls 16 (.25 mile): Outrigger 
(Allie Whiting, Helena Schaefer, 

Outrigger 

Kanoe Wong, Rachel Suppa, Claire 
Feeley, Rachel Kincaid) 4:34.68. 

Women Novice A (1 mile): Out­
rigger (Maggie Parks, Stephanie 
Deweese, Katherine Richardson, 
Amy Lawson, Annie Hiller, Nancy 
Gandy) 4:23.83. 

Men 60 (.5 mile): Outrigger 
(Kenny Bailey, Bill Bright, Thomas 
Arnott, Jimmy Kincaid, Mark Buck, 
Chris Crabb) 3:57.61. 

Women 40 (1 mile): Outrigger 
(Paula Crabb, Genie Kincaid, Donna 
Kahakui, Jennifer Lyons, Diana 
A llen, Traci Phillips) 9:03.40. 

Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing 
Association Championships 
July 24, 2011 Keehi Lagoon 

Overall results: 
AAA Division: 1. Kailua 106. 2. 

Hui Nalu 87. 3. Lanikai 85. 4. Out­
rigger 57. 

Winning OCC Crews 
Boys 12 (.25 mile): Outrigger 

(Hunter Pflueger, Cole Pelayo, 
Aukai Manson, Jeffrey Chan, Peter 
Cross, Ethan Siegfried) 2:13.43. 

Girls 14 (.25 mile): Outrigger 
(Nicole Fang, Alyssa Basdavanos, 
Ellen Ashford, Kaimi Yoza, Kiele 
Schwinn, Tiare Gill) 2:1 0.67. 

Open Keiki (.25 mile): Outrigger 
(Lyla Wunderlich, Chloe Saracco, 
Mapuhola Sekona, Emma 
Humphreys, Sophia Krivatsy, Kailee 
Graf) 2:13.01 . 

Women Novice A (1 mile): Out ­
rigger (Maggie Parks, Stephanie 
Deweese, Nancy Gandy, Sophie 
Hastings, Annie Hiller, Amy Law­
son) 4:16.69. 

Men 60 (.5 mile): Outrigger 
(Kenny Bailey, Jimmy Kincaid, Bill 
Bright, Mark Buck, Thomas Arnott, 
Chris Crabb) 3:56.19. 
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