
On May 14, some of the Outrigger Canoe Club youth paddlers 
took part in the 17th Annual George Perry Long Distance Memorial 
Race hosted by the Lanikai Canoe Club. 

The 13 and under girl 's crew consisting of Napua Lum, Tori Woo, 
Rafael Lee, Lizzy Allen, Emalia Eichelberger, and Sophia Varady took 
first place overall with more than 20 crews entered in the distance 
race. 

The crew from the boys 13 and under won their division as well 
consisting of Trevor Blake, Jonathan Chee, Davis Eichelberger, 
Hunter Johnson, Noah Sandvold, and Ke'ea Lum. We were victorious 
in both events and had placed 3rd in the mixed divisions for the 13 
and 14 and under crews. A total of 19 paddlers took part in racing 
the 2-plus-mile course and paddled again in the mixed events. 

The weather was beautiful and ocean conditions were excellent 
for canoe racing. I wanted our youth paddlers to experience long 
distance canoe racing and to see how they would fare against pre
season competition. 

The boys and girls met early on race day to off load the canoes 
and were taught to set up and rig. They are all to be commended 
for their hard work throughout the day. Race officials and coaches 
from the Lanikai Canoe Club were impressed with our paddlers and 
expressed their gratitude for our participation in their race. 

A big mahalo to coaches Bobby Yoza and Casey Kahikina for 
their kokua and to our parents for their support. 
Great job Outrigger! 

Outrigger 

By Bobby Hastings 

On Saturday April 23 the Outrigger Canoe Club Junior OC 
Program ended with all of our paddlers achieving victory in 
the annual Kala Kukea Iron Man Challenge sponsored by Hui 
Nalu Canoe Club. 

The five-mile course challenged our paddlers but all sur
vived a chaotic start at Portlock Beach with colliding one
man, two-man and six-man canoes, a great downwind leg to 
Aina Haina and a grueling upwind to finish in Hawaii Kai. 
All enjoyed a great lunch and camaraderie at the fin ish. 

This year we had 15 paddlers meeting two days per week 
and the kids wanted to paddle more so we added a third 
practice day due to enthusiasm. Our goal was to train hard 
and have fun. The program introduces our Junior paddlers 
to paddling OC1, OC2 and kayaks, and teaching them about 
ocean conditions, reefs, surf breaks and safety. 

The program is in its third year and continues to gain mo
mentum every season. This year our older paddlers trailered 
up to do eight-mile runs from Hawaii Kai back to the Club 
under the supervision of some of Outrigger's best paddlers. 

Easton Watumull did his first Hawaii Kai run and said the 
experience was "a lot of fun and something I could not have 
done on my own without the program." Our younger pad
dlers, 13 to 16, did a long run from Kahala Beach back to the 
OCC, worked on sprints and spent a lot of time having fun 
surfing the canoes and exploring. All of our Juniors are now 
in regatta season in good shape ready to compete for more 
first place medals. 

The Junior program ran from January to May. The suc
cess of the program is due to the dedication of the coaches; 
Mike Lum, Willy Gacutan, Bobby Hastings, Shawn Woo, Ku
lani Jones and Scott Gamble. 

Special thanks to Twain Newhart who led us on a memo
rable practice including a close up of spinner dolphins and 
humpback whales and special thanks to the OCC Beach Serv
ices crew for shuttling our paddlers up wind. 

The program is open to Junior 'Riggers 12 to 18 who pad
dle regatta season for Outrigger. Anyone interested in par
ticipating, coaching or donating a canoe to the program 
should contact one of our coaches. Look forward to more 
wins from our Junior paddlers in the years to come, Hoe Waa 
Mau. 
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