
By Diane Esecson 

No formal introductions are 
necessary when announcing this 
year's men's regatta coach. He 

was a dominant influence on the OCC paddling program 
for two decades and a va lued member for most of his 
life. Having been a strong presence in both the men's 
and women's program, Steve Scott's reputation as a pre­
mier coach precedes him. 

Stew Kawakami, Chair of t he Canoe Racing Commit­
tee says, "We are delighted to have him as our men's 
coach. The canoe racing committee believes that St eve's 
experience and success as one of t he most successful 
coaches in the sport wi ll be a great match for our young 
up-and-coming paddlers." 

Except for a brief mainland stint during his college 
years at Rutgers University, Steve Scott is proud to have 
been born and raised in the Haw aiian Islands. Paddling 
has always been a part of his life, along with a passion 
for rugby in his t wenties. After steering the w inning 
Molokai crew in 1979, Steve transitioned into coaching 
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Canoe Racing Committee • • • • 

Seeks Volunteers • • • • • • • • • • 
T-sh irt Sales • • • 

Need a person to take charge of the • • . 
coordination of crew shirts and the sale of • • 

extra sh irts on race day. • • . 
• • . 

Photographer • • 
Need two people to take pictures at practices • • • • • • and regatt as f or the season. • • • • • • • Equipment Manager • • • • • • A manager and two helpers are needed f or • • • . 

maint enance and coordination of the • • • 
equipment/canoes needed f or all race days. • • • • • 

Seat Covers . 
• • 

Need someone to take charge of coordinating . 
• 

the replacement of practice boat seat covers • • • . 
• • • . 
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Outrigger 

as well. Throughout the 1980's and 1990's Steve dedi­
cated himself to coaching OCC teams, in addition to rais­
ing a fami ly and running a business. 

Steve recalls his most exhilarating coaching accom­
plishment in 1988 when the OCC men won the Molokai 
race for the third year in a row, establishing their domi­
nance in the Ka iw i channel. He said t hat the talented 
crew's desire, along w it h their hard work, culminated in 
a w inning tradition. Another highlight of Steve's coach­
ing career was his 1992 Outrigger Women's Molokai w in 
and coaching an all Hawaii crew in t he 1998 World 
Sprints in Fij i. Steve was honored as a Winged "0" recipi­
ent in 1991 for his outstanding contribut ion to the Club's 
program. 

When asked to describe his coaching style, Steve said 
he sees himself as a "challenger", striving to bring out 
the best performance of each athlete, mentally and 
physically. One thing he said people might be surprised 
to know about him is that in actuality he is a "softie", 
despite having a reputation of a tough taskmaster. 

Steve is excited to be a part of the 2011 OCC pad­
dling program and we are glad to welcome him back . 
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