
Outrigger's first canoe racing champions in 1908 were front: Kenneth 
Brow n, Ted Melanphy, Dad Center. Back: Knute Cotrell, Vizen Genoves, 
Harry Steiner. 

An early canoe race in Waikiki. 

Gone were the days when c__h;e-fs and ~O/Yl/Y/OnerS 
rode the waves o-f Kalehaawehe on enorMoUS 

e'jhteen--foot foa sur-fboards. 

Outrigger canoe racing was a thing of the past when the 
Outrigger Canoe Club was formed in 1908. Gone were the days 
when chiefs and commoners rode the waves of Kalehuawehe on 
elilormous eighteen-foot koa surfboards. In the early 1900s, 
barge racing in Honolulu Harbor was the "in" water sport of the 
islands, after it was introduced by foreigners in the early 1860s. 

But it didn't take long for the new club on the beach to res
urrect the old sport. With Teddy Roosevelt's "Great White Fleet" 
due to arrive on July 4, 1908 Club members hastily organized a 
regatta to entertain the Navy men. Every available canoe on the 
island was recruited for the day-long event which attracted 
around 5,000 sailors, kamaaina, and malihini who gathered 
along the beach to witness the f irst such activity at Waikiki in 
the memory of anyone present. 

By today's standards, it was more of a water carnival than a 
regatta, but it aroused a long-dormant interest in outrigger ca
noeing that would grow over the years to become one of 
Hawaii's most popular water sports. 

On a Jilromotional tourr of the mainland in 1909, Club 
founder Alexander Hume Ford contacted a cruise line whose 
ships were to stop in Honolulu later in the year. When Ford sug
gested a regatta of surfing and canoe races to entertain the visi
tors, the cruise line's agent, Frank C. Clark, was so enthusiastic 
that he offered to donate four silver trophies for prizes. Unfor
tunately, when the f irst liner arrived, the ocean was flat and the 
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races were cancelled. Later in the year, the second such event 
took place with Outrigger competing against crews from two US 
Navy cruisers and men from a Belgian training ship. This time 
the waves were too big and several canoes swamped or collided; 
some of the events were postponed. 

Since Honolulu Harbor was the popular venue for water 
sports in the early 1900s, Outrigger arranged for some canoe 
races to be included in Regatta Day events that drew thousands 
of spectators downtown to watch the famous Healani and Myr
tle Boat Club barges compete against one another. In 1909, five 
outrigger canoes entered. The following year, the number in
creased as both the famed boat clubs entered canoes as well as 
barges, and Prince Kuhio sent a crew from Kona to paddle his 
famed koa racing canoe, "A. " 

In 1918, when Regatta Day was t:ancelled because of harbor 
restrictions brought about by World War I, the canoe races held 
at Waikiki attracted a huge crowd and set the stage for there
vival and growth of ocean canoe racing. Three clubs, Healani, 
Outrigger and the newly formed Hui Nalu, competed against 
one another. The Waikiki events usually included a variety of 
water sports including swimming, diving, body surfing, board 
surfing, canoe paddling and canoe sailing. 

It was not until1933, twenty-five years after the <Club's 
founding, that paddling reached a peak and the first of three 
popular Kona Regattas was held at Kealakekua Bay. For the fi rst 
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Regatta Day in Honolulu Harebor 19·19. Our crew was Dad Center, Charlie 
Lambert, Sonny Ruttman, Harold Harvey, Francis Bowers, Edric Cook. 

The first crew to w in a race for OCC when canoe racing was revived in 1933 
was Jack Fraser, Dick Burkland, Reynolds Burkland, Dick Bechel't, Herbie 
Jordan, Campbell Stevenson. They're pictured on the ship Itasca on the w ay 
home from Kona. 

'!he Mac-farlane .f'e3atta. ;5 now the oldest 
Cont/nttot/5 otftr,':!Jer C-anoe ?a.ddl;n:J eVent :n 

Y/ a.wa;: 's h:st ory 

time, the regattas were devoted exclusively to canoeing pad
dling. 

Outrigger's three crews, coached by " Dad " Center, had a 
huge send off at Waikiki before the canoes were paddled to 
Homolul~ Harbc>r and loaded aboard the 5.5. Humuu/a for the 
journey to Kona. The event turned out to be an island-wide cel
ebration w ith boat-loads of people, including the Governor, and 
scores of dignitaries from throughout the Territory traveling to 
the Big Island. Outrigger won the regatta. Its big win of the day 
was the Junior-six, with a crew consisting of Jack Fraser, Dick 
Burkland, Reynolds Burkland, Dick Bechert, Herb Jordon, and 
Campbell Stevenson. After just three years, the regattas were 
moved to Oahu and held at Honolulu Harbor. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club continued to advance the sport, 
encouraging the formation of new paddling clubs, but it wasn't 
until1943, when World War II was still raging, that outrigger 
races really made a big impact on the public. After the tragic 
death of Outrigger president, Walter J. Macfarlane, Club mem
bers wracked their brains to come up with a fitting memorial for 
their fallen leader. Finally, the idea surfaced of naming a July 4th 
regatta in his honor. The idea took off and Matson Navigation 
Co., whose ties with Outrigger in those days were cjose, donated 
a huge silver trophy to be awarded to the winner of the "Senior 
Six. " The event was highly publicized and t housands of specta
tors lined the beach. It was fitting that Outrigger won the "Se
nior Six" and Walterr Mac's mother, Kamokila Campbell, donated 
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champagne with which she. personally filled the huge siiYer bowl 
and from which both w inners and runners-up drank. The crew, 
coached and steered by Duke Kahanamoku, consisted of Thad 
Ekstrand, Jack Beaumont, Tom Arnott, Jim Fernie and Bob Bush. 

That day was the start of a tradition that has coliltililued for 
67 years. In 2009 more than 1000 paddlers participated in the 
Madarlane Regatta, now t he oldest continuous outrigger canoe 
paddling event in Hawaii's history. Although many other regat
tas have been established over the years, the Macfarlane re
mains one of the most popular of all. 

Thus began a period of tremendous growth in Outrigger 
canoe paddling races. From then on, the sport grew exponen
tially with the formation of new paddling clubs and public pop
ularity, and continues to this day with higlil sc;:hools, churrches, 
and groups of all kinds forming clubs and entering crew s in a 
myriad of regattas t hroughout the islands. The Hawaiian Canoe 
Racing Association (HCRA) was formed in 1950, w ith support 
from the Outrigger Canoe Club, establishing rules and regula
tions to set standards for the sport. Today, HCRA boasts a mem
bership of 80 clubs consisting of 10,000 paddlers. The Oahu 
Haw aiian Canoe Racing Association (OHCRA) was formed in 
1979 and today its membership includes more than 3000 gad
dle.rs and 18 clubs on Oahu alone. People of all ages and nation
alities now participate in this sport of kings, which, but for the 
Outrigger Canoe Club, might well be but a chapter in Hawaiian 
history. 
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