
MIKE KANE 
Selected as 2009 Club Captain 
By George Wessberg 

Mike Kane's grandfather joined the Outrigger Canoe 
Club in 1918. So, it was natural that he grew-up around 
the Club and learned to surf in canoes and on boards and 
play grom volleyball with his peers. Mike became a junior 
member when he was 14 years old. 

Although Mike attended high school in Auckland, 
New Zealand, he returned to Hawaii after graduation and 
paddled for OCC in the Boys 18s crew. After pilot training 
and flying for Horizon Airlines, Mike returned to Honolulu 
when he was hired by Aloha Airl ines. 

Mike was 23 years old when he paddled his first 
Molokai Hoe in the Kakina as a member of the second 
crew. Mike recently completed his sixth Molokai Hoe as a 
member of the first crew. Mike was also a member of the 
winning Team Hawaii crew at the Hamilton Island Cup in 
Australia 2005/06. He has also represented Hawaii in Tahiti's 
Hawiki Nui Vaa, 2007/08. 

When asked to reflect on his paddling experiences at 
OCC Mike said, "Many great times have been shared 
through out each and every season .. Some of the best expe
riences for me include 2006 Molokai Hoe when we were 
the first Hawaiian finisher and the 2008 Molokai Hoe be
cause only three of the nine paddlers from the previous 
year returned and one of the new paddlers was only 18 
years old!" 

Mike has been involved with many aspects of the pad
dling program during the past few years. "I've enjoyed 
witnessing the increase in participation levels in our men's 
program, from Open to Masters 40s and 55s, all competing 
for our Club in this year's Molokai Hoe; a total 48 enthusi
astic paddlers," Mike said. 

"Loading up the canoe/kayak trailer with groups of 
members to participate in weekend Kanaka lkaika races 
was also an exciting part of our OC-1 canoe racing pro
gram," he said. "I'm really looking forward to helping 
launch an OC1 program for our Junior members next sea
son. " 

A Christmas Message: "You are the bows ... " 
And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, Speak to us of Children 

And he said: Your children are not your children. 
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. 

They come through you but not from you. 
And though they are with you, they belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts. For they have their~ tho 
You may house their bodies but not their souls. 

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visi , 
not even in your dreams. 

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like Y.OU. 
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. -

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are se'J)IfO"itlf 
The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, 

and He bends you wilh His might thai His arrows may go swift and far. 
Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness; 

For even as He loves tile arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow tiJat is stab/ . 
· Tl>e Proplwi, Koll!il !bran 

Next Academy: March 22-28, 2009 
www. WinnersCamp.com success@winnerscamp.com 

Outrigger 

The OCC Athletic program has provided Mike with an 
opportunity to pursue his ambitions as an athlete. Mike be
lieves our Club provides a unique base of talent that is mul
tifaceted. In his experience, any one who t akes the 
initiative t o get involved can gain much from the different 
athletic programs and the many gifted mentors. 

Mike stated, "Athletics at OCC has forged many last
ing friendships for me which were a by product of hard 
work and sweat equity. Sportsmanship can only be learned 
by being active in sports. OCC has allowed me to continue 
in this area. One can only hope to get better at being a 
"good sport" . I hope to use my influence to emphasize this 
aspect of sportsmanship to our youth so it will become a 
cornerstone in their transition to adulthood." 

When asked about his new role as Club Captain Mike 
said, "I'm excited about the opportunity to help others pur
sue success in athletics at OCC. I look forward to facilitating 
that by supporting initiatives developed by the different 
athletic subcommittees. I believe good values attract good 
people to our Club. Therefore, I intend t o perpetuate the 
good values of our Athletic Committee so we can continue 
to attract good people and help them become the best 
athletes they can be." 
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