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By George Wessberg 
Club Captain 
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Byron Ho, 
Bob Harrison 
and Bob 
Tyler joined 
the clean up 
crew. 
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The carpets were soggy, slimy and smelly, but that 
didn't deter a hearty group of energetic paddlers who 
volunteered to prepare the Ala Wai practice site for the 
2006 canoe racing season. On a cold and rainy Sunday 
morning in late February, Canoe Racing co-chairs Jen 
Bossert and Byron Ho, along with Bob Harrison, Dave 
Larsen, George Wessberg, Darcy lams, Kelly McMahon, 
Genie and Rachel Kincaid, Keoni and Thurston Kino, 
Kevin Allen, Ruby lfversen, Fred Lowrey, Kisi Haine and 
Matt Kresser, with considerable help from Bob Tyler, his 
trusty Bobcat and his good friend Dwight, pulled, cut, 
rolled and discarded layers of old carpet, trimmed the 
palm trees, and leveled the ground. Marc Haine donat
ed several large pieces of carpet to cover the sand and 
rocks. 

~M-di 
This is going to come as a shock 

to most members, but Liz Ventura 
has bid aloha to the OCC after being 
a Food & Beverage fixture, general 
person who knows everything, and 
the most helpful arranger of any
thing one could ever hope for. 

"Liz took care of everything" is a 
phrase one heard from many mem
bers. 

Why? Well, Liz just turned 50 
(shhhh!), and she hasn't seen her 
brother in Kosova (with the 
Department of Defense) since 1999, 
and she w ants to see what's out 
there. She and her brother were 
Army brats, raised in Germany, and 
the two of them are going to take a 
trip, and have some fun. 

She will come back to Hawaii. 
She has a son here, and one in 
Japan, so we'll see her again. 

Thanks for the many memories 
you have provided our members and 
their families Liz. We wish you the 
best. Have a lot of fun. Aloha. 

Outriqqer 

The younger members of the clean-up crew thought 
the Ala Wai site was merely the venue for our canoe rac
ing practices. But some of the senior members of the 
group remembered the site was also a memorial to "all 
the dads who come with their kids to enjoy the Ala 
Wai." 

More than two decades ago the landscaping, the 
sand and the prominent Dad's Rock, were a labor of 
love, donated to the paddlers of Outrigger Canoe Club 
by a young man in memory of his father, an engineer 
who died in a tragic industrial accident in 1983. 

Like so many fathers, Fred spent many hours stand
ing on the spot occupied by that conspicuous rock, 
proudly watching his son Matthew, paddle with his char
acteristic enthusiasm, up and down the canal. 

Now, more than 20 years after dedicating this won
derful memorial to his father and the sport he loves, 
Fred's son will lead the Outrigger Canoe Club through 
the 2006 regatta season as our Head Coach. 

Jim Thompson, founder of the Positive Coaching 
Alliance, emphasized the need for coaches to "Honor the 
Game" and to "Fill Emotional Tanks." I can't think of 
anyone who will work harder to honor the sport of 
canoe racing and infuse our paddling program w ith 
enthusiasm than our Regatta Head Coach, Matt Kresser. 

By Jim Gaddis 
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The Ka Mo'i Lounge welcomes back Hapa Folk on 
April 8 after a long winter break. Doug Kilpatrick, 
Poki'i Vaughan, James Stone and Fred Lunt w ill be 
thrilling the OCC crowd with classic sing-along folk 
songs and familiar Hawaiian favorites. 

Come early for dinner then prep your hands for 
clapping and your voices for singing. You can bet t hat 
Cathy Ostrem and her Na Pua 0 Na Waiho'olu'u hula 
friends will be there. 

No one shares their love and aloha for song and 
music better than Hapa Folk. You'll get a taste of the 
banjo, steel guitar, comedy, and home town harmony. 
Doug, Poki'i, James and Fred will be sharing their tal
ents in the Lounge from 6:30-9 p.m. 

They' ll also be back May 6 and 20, and on June 17, 
July 15, August 12 and September 2. 

So kick off April in style by treating yourself to 
Hapa Folk on Saturday night, the 8th of this month. 
Count on a t oe-tapping evening and, correct me if I'm 
wrong, you'll be singing 'This Land is Your Land' when 
they bring the curtain down. 
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