
CANOE RACING 
Priorities for 2005 Paddling Program 
By George Wessberg 

The paddling program was the foundation of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club when it was organized nearly a 
century ago. We are known throughout the paddling 
world for our tradition of excellence in ocean canoe 
racing. It is our mission to perpetuate this legacy by 
strongly supporting our elite men and women racing 
crews. 

In t he past, our elite paddlers not only excelled in 
competition, they carried the burden of managing the 
paddling program as well. This year, it is our goal to 
share that heavy burden by increasing member partic
ipation in the Canoe Racing Subcommittee and by 
delegating as many of the administrative duties as 
possible to enthusiastic and talented volunteers. 

The Board of Directors has encouraged us to 
increase participation in paddling and other athletic 
programs by improving the recruitment and retention 
of members. The majority of changes necessary to 
accomplish this mandate will be introduced into the 
youth division this season. Foremost among these 
efforts will be special events for junior paddlers and 
their families. 

Canoe Racing Subcommittee 
Co-Chair- Operations Jen Bossert 
Co-Chair- Budget Byron Ho 
Secretary Ann Bowen 
Registration Alice Lunt & 

Men's Head Coach 
Women's Head Coach 
Regatta Head Coach 
Youth Head Coach 
Assist. Youth Coach 

Sandra Simon 
Charles "Kala" Judd Ill 
TBA 
Jimmy Austin 
Keoni Kino 
Rick Hobson & 
Peter Balding 

Equipment Coordinator Kisi Haine 
Canoe Rigging Clinic Tay Perry 
OHCRA Reps Kawika Grant & 

Travel Coordinator 
Public Information 

Special Events Team 
Parents Team 

Macfarlane Regatta 

Dad Center Race 

Fund raising 

Liz Perry 
Lindsey Styan 
Wendy Wichman & 
Peter Diamond 
Rob Durkin 
John Cox & 
Lori McCarney 
Scrappy Lipton & 
Siana Hunt 
Paula Crabb & 
Jen Bossert 
Scrappy Lipton 

Positive Paddling: "Get On It! " 
The Athletic Committee's new Roadmap to 

Excellence encourages us to make our sports pro-

Outrigger 

grams a positive place to play. We believe a positive 
environment w ill enable our paddling program to 
improve the recruitment and retention of athletes. 
We also believe our athletes w ill enjoy training, mas
ter new paddling skills and achieve greater success in 
competition. 

It takes many volunteer-hours cont ributed by ded
icated members to make our paddling programs suc
cessful. Every year the demands of managing the 
paddling program increase; supervising the growing 
youth program, responding to evolving OHCRA regis
tration ru les, managing the equipment, hosting the 
Macfarlane Regatta and Dad Center Race, providing 
logistical support for regattas, making travel arrange
ments for states and distance races, and attending to 
dozens of other important tasks that occur behind the 
scenes. 

The tag line that defines our new Roadmap to 
Excellence, Get On It! is appropriate for the many tasks 
at hand this season. Many th ings need our attention. 
We need volunteers who are eager and enthusiastic 
so whenever we have a special task that needs to be 
done, we have members who are willing and able to 
Get On It! 

W hen a coach asks f or help to fill a crew, w e need 
paddlers to Get On It! When the equipment needs to 
be unloaded and stowed following a regatta, we 
need able-bodied volunteers to Get On It! 

While we strive to improve our paddling pro
gram and regain our championship status in regatta 
racing, we will constantly remind our kids that the 
Outrigger Canoe Club's tradition of "winning with 
honor" supercedes the impulse to "win at all costs." 

Over the years o ur Club members have trained 
many exceptional coaches and athletes, some of 
whom are now our fiercest challengers. The elite 
paddlers from our Club always believed that worthy 
competition would bring out the best performances 
from our athletes, improve the sport of canoe racing 
throughout the world, and perpetuate the winning 
legacy of the Outrigger Canoe Club. 

Last year we discovered that all major canoe clubs 
on Oahu are highly competitive. Our Club no longer 
has t he luxury of sta rting our season late and qualify
ing crews during the last few regattas in July. It is 
essential that very member of our Club support our 
paddling program from the beginning of the season. 

We believe the Outrigger Canoe Club still has the 
largest pool of paddling talent on Oahu. Anyone not 
able to register on March 5 can reg ister on Apri l 9. 
The Youth, Novice and Masters div isions must provide 
support for our outstanding Upper Division p rogram 
to make our Club competitive during the regatta sea
son. It's time to register for paddling; Get On It! 
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