Myrtles Given Edge For
Blue Ribbon Event Next
Saturday In the Harbor

How Club Got Its Name Is One of Stories Told By the
“Father of Regatta Day’; Navy Is ‘Dark Horse’ and
Is ‘Due To Spring Something :
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LAY “the Red” for a favorite in the blue ribbon

P classic of the annual regatta to be staged in

Honolulu harbor one week from today. That's

the red-hot tip . . . Mpyrtles to win the senior race,

with Navy as “the dark horse” in the battle. Hilo

and Healanis seem to be left out of the dead reckom-

ing of the experts, or have we got it twisted and the
experts have them dead on reckoning?

So's your old man!
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WITCHING away from the subject of crews for the moment,

how many know that this coming regatta is the thirtieth an-

nual one held on the third Saturday in September? That the

tartitorial legislature of that time passed a bill setting aside the
third Saturday in September as & legal holiday?

The sport had flourished in the "80s during the réign of King
Kalakaua snd the regattas had beem held in November; but the
game commenced to fade shortly after his death.

“Then in the midst of the political upheavels the sport of rowing
was tossed temporarily to one side. But one man refused to let it
dle. He sponsored and put through the bill that made the third Sat-
urdpy of September a legal h'olldn!
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That man is Judge A. G. M. R known as “Father

of Regatta Day,” and it is through his efforts that the sport

was saved from death 30 years nno..
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HOW THE MYRTLES WERE NAMED
YRTLE is rather an odd name for & boat club, especially im
Hawall, whiere there are so many flowers with beautiful Ha-
wallan names which might have been selected.
Judge Robertson tells the story of how the club was named.
“The Mystles were organized in 1883 and the meeting was held
1m the home of J. L. Torbett, one of the original members. The house
was on a road that is mow Likelike Bt.
“Torbett was of Scoteh descent and, true to his ancestry, Insisted
that the club be named THI
“The other chief erganizer, Dr. Monsarrat, was Irish, and he in-
slsted that the club be named SHAMROC
“There was & w. argument that threatened to break the
organization meeting. a compromise y
out of a clear aky, and so l.vﬂh.lt ‘PIM has remained.”
Any time the Judge tells the story of how the Myrtle club
its name he is sure to mdd:
“Well, anyway, they -.ul_d ‘say it with flowers'”
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HOW THE MYRTLES GOT ON THEIR FEET
Tlll;llnv.l- ';tn the first oarsmen to really dare question the
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stationary seats, but in that the “Reds” introduced




