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A veteran of three Molokai-to-Oahu canoe races, Olympxan Greg Barton will cross the Kain Channel ina surfsks. ‘

'- Barton will test

Olympzan to take on Kazwz m surfskz

ew

" Advertiser photo by T. Umeda

Waters;

‘the event.

,;;'Thcﬂ,
! ‘became the' first US. kayaker |
P eever to wincan Olympic gold
| ‘medal. He was awarded the gold |~
| «in-the 1,000 meters after.a check - ¢
- +of the photo finish reversed the | -
:worder. that was originally an-|-~

- “§port synonymous with anony-
. smous, Barton received few en-{." o
:dorsement offers. There was| . &+

| :port, spending his free timel| .
i sworking on his sport. He said he il

1t also will be hls longest distance as ‘the waves.
a solo paddier. He was a crew member. "I think that's gomg to be my main ,
in three Molokai-to-Oahu canoe races. pr%blggf, J;JSL rg.in;g iheI \ﬁfave; gar§01n )
i out 'th'the“sa‘ s for strategy, probably fol- “f
than his share of upstream challenges. hjg[ﬂ;n;ghéaistogﬁ;i;]gtart out w1 low everyone eilse and try. to catch as |

He has displayed grit in overcoming  Barton began cramming for this race m?‘?);az:‘\’riv:ioiso{ gﬁgéer & Will T have
a physical disability, and icy poise in three weeks ago, with the purchase of _ 00 5% 0 pin e waves? Will T be
dealing with the pressures of Olympic his new surfski. He broke in the vessel gb}e o s wuhgthe e acers?
competition. - with daily workouts off Newport “U 0, {mg Pis track r?zcor & Barton

Now - just' for the fun of it — Bar-" Béach, Calif. This week he has been shouldn't disappoint.
ton, 29, will try to race his 19-foot surf- talking to local paddlers, trying to gain Barton was born, with club feet ‘3
ski across the Kaiwi Channel — one of tips on technique and strategy. condition that worsened foliowing sur-
the most unforgiving waters in the-Pa-  His surfski was designed by Tom _gery when he was a youngster. “The’
cific — when he competes in the Molo- .. Conner, a member of the Opmgger Ca- surgery en ded up making it a lot

kai-to-Oahu Bankoh Ka ak Chalienge Club. R
Sunday. Y ! éfi T ime T won't be able to blame'it

“I. thought ;t would be fun to come on the boat,” Barton said. “This boat

"By _Stephen Tsal_
Adeertiver Staff Writer .

Greg Barton has conquered more

wear orthopedic shoes. '
But that condition- hardly diseour:

over and do this race,” Barton said. seems to ride well - not ‘with me in it,

T've ever done before.” i’

This wil] be the first time Barton will Barton will have to make several ad-

— and in a surfski. (With a surfski, a ak races, which Barton is familiar with,

a kayak, the paddler's legs are Lucked-;‘- sprmter s speed. Sunday's race wiil re-
into the hoilowed vessel)

_aged him from competing in sports. *T
" “Jt's totally different from anything but I've seen other people do well -m--i.d?d preltt}' much eveg‘};lhlgg thalz every-
body else did,” he said. . :

In some cases - such as ka raking —
be competing in a rough-water event. justments. In the shorter flatwater kay-_ he excelled, He. quahfled forythe 18980
'~ Olympics, then .watched . in disappoint-
paddler rides on top of the board; with- there is a heavy emphasis placed -on -smgntpaq the United States bo;?t}:);tted

- y equalty on techmque and the luck of - See Olymplan, Pagc C- 5
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Slam players quahfy for natlonals_-.

Koolau Lager. a men’s Masters mwmon team made’ up.ofi
players from Hilo, Puako, Honolulu, Chicago, Tacoma, Wash.;
Berkeley, Calif., and Oxford Miss., will represent the Aloha-

region in the 57th USVBA Nationals by the River in Toledo, Ohio. [EET

from June 4 to 10. Koolau Lager and. Jthe oo
defending national masters champmn, will be Hawau s entrles m_. R
the week-long tournament. . Sl
~Also partac%paung from Hawan will-be Team Mnlten in-the 3rd~:
Women's Club Nationals and Outngger Canoe Club-in the 9th‘
Golden Masters Nationals.
: Big Isle players -include Ed. Kahma Jr.; SR
aqsmtant coach Linzy Hotz from Hilo:: and ;@Iex___l}eli of Puakq R

HUI;N-

Rlehard ‘Lau and_'-" SO

._ strokes of Hawaiian
~history and community

¢l said, ‘This is a bunch of
~bs’ " he said. “The Olympics

. -are supposed {0 be non-political .
~.and now we've got a bunch ofi
- opoliticians telling us we can'ty{
. compete. RS
-.“I remember in. 1980, we sat| = .

down with 4 bunch of Russian |-
athletes and' their coach, The|

. “codchsaid, ‘Look at this, We get: P
* ralong fine: Why can'touricotn-§ v
‘trigs ‘get aong as well ag we'l o

ot "
© - He won the' bronze mcda! in}
-the 1,000-meter.race al.the 1984.1 =
‘Olympics, the-best any Ameri- |
~can Kad done ih that event. e
tast year: in Seoul he}

nounced S
"He then teamed with Norman |~

; a~Be=l ingham to win the L000-me-|. "7 -0
. “ter doubles, by a margin of 29 -
: ij a second. Lo

+ And that, suddenly, was the{ - =

send of the storybook taie. In

:little demand for a kayak pad-|"
“dier, even the best the U.S, had |

- +to offer, to appear on ceveal b{)x~ o "

es.
. “As far as the big money|.
goe:, it's not there,” he said.|
““But the reason I'm.in kayaking |"
ss because I enjoy it.”
&M, Barton said he felt anj
f,_emotionai letdown after the{~
Olympics. “It was like, now I'vel-
:done it, what do I do?” he said. |-
:” He returned to his job as al’
‘mechanical engineer in New-{

shas no plans to retire from kay- -
\akmg aithough he is unsure.

“whether he will. try out i‘m“ the
1992 Games. ~ . 2
. 2. *I think there w;il be a-time .

§ «when the competitive urge will - =

‘have to také as backseat " he .

| “said. “There will be a time when =
T'm going.io say, ‘Hey: I'm tired

of being broke,” I'm going to'.

-’start havmg to earn maney

worse,” he said, noting that he mustn e
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D Students learn

A strong crew without proper tim-
ing, even if they are made up of the

" strongest on the island, unll be beaten

" by asmall crew with c;aud Imamg and a
‘goad fecl for the canoe.”

(e The Hut Nalu Cange Club Handbook

-~ and Hawaiian commumty

Qommued rom Page B-1

' -"ih"ere are’ 10 times more things
- going on, 50 times faster,” he says,
. #&ninelines dangle from the mast,
w¥The club also hought another

. koa canoe recently. Money from

the. fund-raiser mostly pays for

© - Bjuipment,
= Combis talks about passing on
skills like canoeing and rigging. “I

- fhink it's very important because

" this is Hawail,” she says.
©owcoff “there's nothing left, the
o ﬁno“ hows and know-abouts, then
g:us wouldn't he Hawaii, you
.- know? This is a chance to really
. : c o Jearn and you don't have 10 go to
: Con e cBishop Museum and ook into the
C i books”
SN Lo T E By now it's 4:30 pam., the last Kids
i v-ape paddling back, and Thompson
~: finally gets the sail up.

Ka!amanaole Highway (named af-
%er another "club member, and
tom a short distance away the

oup seems oblivious to the noise,

' standmg arocund the canoe.

“The tush. hour is building on.

qetnng sun hreaks through

AT A (JLANCL

‘Fomity Day: Hui Nolu fund-raiser -
featuring enterteinment,
petting 200, Hawaiion crcﬁs
and displays.

Date and time: Noon105:30
p.m. Monday.

Place: Koko Head District Park,
423 Koumokani St

Donation: $10, $3ages 710 14, *

free for children under 6.

“If we don’t learn from the
oldtimers, who knows?” Combis
had asked.

The sail flutters in the wind and | _
‘nopmally, have done beer busts.” fund- .

“raiser -coordinator Sandy Comhis ex--

through the clouds, briefty, the

By'Aiun Matsuoka

o Stor-Buimtn

ponvyiailed girl who's pushing
- 4% {eet furns to her compan-
ion and confides, “I hate pad-
o diing when it's like this.” It's
330 one afternoon this week and a

group of kids are waiting at Maunalua

Bay park for canoe practite to begin,

but dark clouds over Hawaii Kai threat- -
en rain, the wind carries a bite, the

ocean is sitver and choppy.
: The coach, Reney Ching, arrives and
" the gaggle turns cohesive, a unit. “One-
" two-three.” and canoes are in the water.
“Boys, boys, come on, quickly every-
‘hody,” Ching commands, Bad weather
{ and a sewage spill delayed the start of
* the practice season for two weeks last
month and the first race is June 4. -
. Ching, 33, shouts at a crew about 100
yvards offshore. “Paddles up ... dig!
Now pick it up, pick it up. Mandy, get
_ Erin to give a deeper blade. Mandy!”
The canoe moves out.
© *We try to get these Kids ready for
“races hut we don't only focus on that,”
--she says. “You work- with the kids,
~trying to get them to work with each
" other and trust each other, because in
the canoe they have to realize it takes
© six'of them to make a canoe move, not
just one, Attitude's 50 percent of our
- -program.”
.. The program comes from Hm Nalu,
- the B1-year-old canoe club with a repu-
tation as strongly competitive but
whose members talk about a tradition
© of putting famity and culture first. On
Monday Hui Nalu — “The Club of the
Waves” — will hold its second annual

. ¥amily Day fund-raiser at Koko Head

© District Park, and the kids are invited.
“We normally, or most canoe ciubs
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 Besides helpmgHawau‘,.}.
“;wmdsurfmg is clean fun

am standing just outside the:

shoré¢break, booms in hand,
board pointed out to sea. | test
the wind strength by raising
- my sail slightly. A gust rips it out of
my hands and the whole rig starts
. drifting downwind.
o 1 start over with a sigh. This is
o - the third time in a row I've lost it.
. The wind is on today, hut I am off.
This time I'm more careful. I

. Faise the sail just a little, testing, -

. testing. Take a step, get ready .
. then ... UP! 1 leap onto the board
- and I'm flying.
-~ The board skims along the water
-~ as I get settled in my harness and
i foot straps. Look out — there's a
~:; sea-turtle. | give it a wide berth,
. but it doesn’t pay much attention.
I specd along, enjoying the sun
- on the pali and the good feeling
- that comes with the mastering of a
- difficult sport.
. Good exercise, the pali, warm
., water, strong winds, sea turtles.
Is this heaven?
It's Kailua Bay on a great wind-
:surfing day.
The sport of sailing surfboards
- has been around in Hawaii for a
.- long time. In 1935, Thomas Blake, a
surfing friend of Duke Kahanamo-
_ ku, rigged a sail onto a paddie-
: g?agd at- the Qutrigger Canoe
u

Bui i wasn't until the 1960s that -

- windsurfing took off in Southern

. California. and in the last 15 years

" it has hecome popular throughout
the world.

People who love to windsurf

: ctave strong winds, warm water

: and, in a perfect world, good scen-

" : ery. So guess which state is wind-

sur! heaven? Hawaii is lo wind-
surfers what Aspen is to skiers.

Not everyone here sees this as a
plus. Some people view the sport

-~ as a nuisance that ciutters up the
- beaches and scares swimmers. The
- unfortunate result of this has been
squabbling over territory, particu-
larly in Kailua Beach Park.

The rules do not aliow windsurf-
ers inside the buoyed swimming
area of the park. That leaves the
boat ramp area south of the buoys

-and a small. area north of the
thuoys.

- Both these places pose problems
“for windsurfers. The boat ramp
space, while roomy, i5 upwind of

. - the swimming area. This means

- that beginners drift into the nono

. TQpaCe .

.. Starting at the other end pre--.

- - venis this, but the area is too smali

o for the numbers involved. The

- . place 15 50 packed with sailboards
-and people that they overflow on-

.- to the narrow beach in front of
- houses, a sore point to some water-
front homeownem

WATCH
By Susan
Scort

David Kahanu's Bill 132 to ban

commercial windsurfing lessons in
Kailua Beach Park on holidays and

during most weekend hours, but -

the mayor vetoed it.

And just in titne for the long 5. '
Memorial Day weekend the Coun- |
cil overrode the mayor's veto, put- |

ting the ban into immediate effect. -

In a letter to the Hawaii Ama- .

teur Windsurfing Association In- -

ternational Inc., Mavor Fasi said

that “if conflicts arise and addi- |

tional measures must be imposed,

we feel that the rules and regula- o
tions can be amended as the prop- |,

er vehicle rather than resorting to |
Draconian measures and enacting '

an ordinance as was proposed in

Bl 1z

Well put. A law that says no .
lessons on holidays and weekends .-

is not the answer. This only hurts

people -who live here and work | -

regular hours.

What will help, says HAWAIL |
spokesman John Twelker, is mak- .
ing the windsurfing space a little ;.

bigger and the swimming space a -

little smaller. Move the downwind

swimming buoys a few hundred )

feet toward Lanikai. This gives

windsurfers space to set up,’

launch and park the boards.

Windsurfing is an asset to Ha- .
walil. It lets people enjoy the ocean -

without killing anything and with-
out polluting. If we love our ocean,

we should wish more people would E

take it up.

This sport is good exercise, chal-
lenging and fun -- all things that

make people feel good.

Yes, the boards sometimes reach |
bigh speeds and beginners can't:
always go where they want to go. - .
But the same goes for skiing, and @ -

we don't see states discouraging
skiers.

This sport is something differ-

ent, a change from what many |

people are used to seeing on the i
windward sides of our istands. But |

times change. Windsurfers will

not go away, nor should we want-

them to. Let's encouragie those -

who come here to enjoy our water

and make room fﬂr thils great

sport,
Susan Scott 15

writer and uuthor of Geeanwatcher, a |
guide to Howait's marine animals. :
Her Oceanwatch column appeare o
Monday in u:e Smr«Ba&lezm E

marine mence !

‘-swrmmmg,

~+ The Council passed Councilman

Canoeing more than
aday at the races

" plained. “In those days, people looked

forward to that. But today, with the
liability and all the kinds of negatives-

" in a beer bust, we decided lt wasn't a

" really good idea.”.

She added: "Society's reany changed :

Hawaii’s a real rat race, people are on
the go, 1 think a lot of families don't

spend enough time together They

don’t.
“Phey're so inivolved ‘with this and

'~that with meetings, this is just one day

out of theu: time, to come together and

" enjoy.”

_ Last year the club's better idea drew
an estimated 400 people. This vear’s
fund-raiser — from noon unti! 5:30 p.m.

- jneludes - a petting zoo, Hawailan:

entertainment (Kaleo O Kalani, Taro
Bran, the Nu‘vanu Brothers, among
others), canoe and kavak displays, and
“make and take” hoeths where people
can learn lei-making skiils in the haku,
ti leaf, wili and Micronesian styles.

The -activities fit in with Combis"

desmptmn of Hui Nalu as an “educat-

ing ciub, a way of passing on aspects of
Hawaiian ctilture with the club’s rich

" heritage as'its qualification.

Old newspapor stories say it was
‘formed in 1908 to take on the then new,
and still archrival,
tCombis, with-a trace of envy,
Outrigger “a Beverly Hills club™ with

lockers and. showers, but notes Hui

Nalu will have the same when it affili-

ates itself with a Hawaii Kai yacht club.

in a few vears).

At first Hui Nalu concentrated on
a reasonable idea when a
founding father is Duke Kahanamoku,
hut soon it was conquering canoe races.
Its roster eventually carried names
that sound like part of the index to a
Hawaiian history text: Dole, Castle,
Wilcox.

ECENTLY, though, Outrigger has
1% had the edge.
~ The club's current president is My-
ron “Pinky” Thompson, the Bishop Es-
tate trustee. Thompson recalls hanging
out with Kahanamoku at the Moana
Hotel and says the family emphasis

goes back to the fact that co-founders.

were the Olympic swimmer's cousins.
He sees canoeing as more than sport.
“It's an opportunity to learn another
skill. about something that is uniquely
Hawatian,” said Thompson (who, inck
“dentally, got his nickpame after his

TV

By Ken Sakemoto, Star-Bulletin

Sandy Combis, foreground, coordinator-for.the Hul Nalu Conoe Club’s. Family-Day,
said the enfertoinment event come obout as o way for the community fo come
together for o day of music, reiaxation and learning obout Hawaiion cufture. Last

year the even! drew 400 people.

mother had two sons and, predicting he
would be a girl, bought a pink iavette)

“it builds their capacity for a group
process and the whole business of do-
ing something well, assisting a group to
achieve a poa! of, to put it in a kind of
mushy way, to achieve excellence in
whatever they do,” he said.

Coach Ching, otherwise a Punahou
cook and paddling and track coach, has
seen that happen.

“I had a 1Z-and-under crew three
vears'ago that was in last place, I'm

talking about eighth place, they didn't
even place,” she said. “Last year they
came. in second, and that's the same.

crew, they all came hack. So this year,

we're hoping that we can get it.”

At the park Combis is watching
Thompson's son, Nainoa, the Hokulea
navigator, rig-up. Hui Nalus newest
addition, a 45-foot-long sailing canoe
colored in club black-and-gold for a test
race this weekend.

The $7200 canoe rests on carpet
remnants, some with pictures of Chuck
E. Cheese oh them. Standing by are
Mike Harbold, Billy Robello and Kevin
Olds, who are talked about as kayakers
in the next Olympics. _

The younger Thompson, 36, is still
learning, The question is about canoe

sailing. “Its like canoe paddling but

See HUI NALU Poge B- B
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