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Joyful finish of Molokai canoe race

Nancy Muller and Laura Williams of the Oumggar *Maut Gym” Canoe C%ub céiébrat 1
Molokai-to Oahu race after their canoe landed in front of the Hilton Hawaiian. Vi laga OtfShore Canee Club- of
Newport Beach, Calif., won the event for the fourth consecutive year. See Sports, ?age DS .
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In record-shattering fashion,
the OffShore Cance Club won

the Na Wahine O Ke Kai yes-
terday for the fourm Longecus’

tive year.y .. cqe

01fSho: e a-club based in
Nawpaﬁ each Calif., paddled
in an outrigger canoe from
Hale 0 Lono Harbor, Molokal,
in Waikiki — a distance of 41
miles — in 5 hours, 24 minuies,
32 seconds. That smashed the
record time it set five years ago
by nearly 20 minutes.

“The condilions were a major
factor,” said OffShore paddier
Jajo Toeppner. “There was a
tail-wind and following seas.”

The rest of the 4%-crew, all-
women's field also had to fol-
low OffShore, Qutrigger Cancm

%;;Qb {inished™ )
ime of 5:31:09 and Kailua was
third (5:36:00),

“We had all the stars aligned
or something,” said OffShore’s
Vicki Mills. *There was a good
wind push, a good current
... just everything was there
for us.”

However, the start for the
all-women’'s race wasn’t quite
g0 smooth,

Beveral boats got tangled
when the starter's gun went
off. Outrigger actualiy had to
wait for another club to reverse
because the front ends of the
canoes got hooked together.

&'Kailua’s canoe spun 180 &.egrees

after another crew bumped it
from the back.

“Just a terrible start,” said
Outrigger's Kisi Haine, “Crazy
It didn't affect the finish so
much, but it plays a role on
you mentally. 1L was so siress-
ful. Everybody was screaming.”

Eventually, the pack.spread
out. True to form,-the three
strongest oroews OffShore,
Quirigger and Kailua — moved
ahead, OffShore took the early
lead, with Outrigger and Kailua
directly behind.

About two hours into the
race, Qutrigger and Kailua de-
cided to try their luck against
Mother Nature rather than the
defending champions. While
OftShore continved on a south-
erly course, Quirigger headed
north. Kailua was somewhere
in between,

“1f we followed them, we
would have followed them all
the way to the finish,” said Kai-
lua's Kathy Colin. “We had to
take the chance.”

Outrigger shared the same
theory.

“If we had stayed on the
same course {as QffShore), we
wouldn't have caught them,”
said Haine, who steersed for
Qutrigger the entire way, "We
thought mavhe we could go
north then ride down. But
while we were paddling back
down, {OfiShore) must have
found a good course bDecause
they were pulling ahead.”

Yes, they were, Mindy Clark,
who steered for OffShore the
entire race, Kepl her crew on
the south side of the course.
When Qutrigger first veered
off, the OffShore paddlers said
they could spot them to the

Advertiser photo by Deborah Booker

Offshore Canoe Club team members celebrate victory {from left): Vicki Mills, Sharon Attlesey, Gina
Aubrey, Cathy Whitford, JoJo Toeppner, Sheita Conover and Mindy Clark.

side.

“1t looked like they wore
making & run at us" said To-
eppner, who has paddled in all
16 Na Wahine 0 Ke Kai races,
“So we knew il was time fo
tuck our tails and start runping.
We started jamming right after
that.”

By the time OHShore reached
Portlock Peint, Quirigger had
dropped aboui a half-mile be-
hind. Kailua was even farther
pack. From there, OffShore
coasted to victory by riding the
swells off Diamond Head.

“When it's flat, sometimes
vou get into a lull,” said Off-
shore's Sharon Attlesey. “But it
wasn't like that ... The waves
made ug work real hard. We
would see a little wave and
we'd paddle hard to catch it
And it was like that the whole
way. There wasg a point when it
was like paddling downhill.”

That might explain the re-

cord time. Five years ago, Off-
Shore set the record when 12
paddlers were allowed on each
team. Last vear, the rule was
changed. Only 10 paddlers are
allowed, with six in the canoe
al a time and four in an escort
hoat for relief changes.

“When we set that mark {in

~3980%, I didn't think it would be

broken for a long time,” said
Attlesey. “1 knew we were go-
ing fast, but I had no idea we
would break it.”

MOTES: Lanakila {5:41:04) and Kal
Qpua (5:41:54) rounded out the top
five, Lokahi (5:42:54) and Umbi Gumbi
{5:43:22) also finished ahsad of the
previous record time. ... Waikikl
Surt's No. 1 crew was the first koa
canoe 1o finish (5:51:43, ninth overall}.
... Maui Master topped the masters
division {5:5%:51, 10th overalll.
...Koa Kai was the first senior
mastars crew (5:24:01, 42nd overall].

. Hana Hou, & crew made up of
women from the first two ail-female
graws 1o cross the Molokai Channel in
1975, finished with a time of 8:37:58.

All 18 paddiers who came back for
yasterday's svent paddied for Hana
Hou, Because only 12 paddiers are al
jowed In the senior masters division,
Hana Hou wasg not awarded an official
ptacing. ... Members of the winning
OffShore orew; Mindy Clark, Sheila
Conover, Sharon Attlesey, Gina Au-
brey, Dru Van Hengal, Cathy Ho Whit-
ford, Anna Olison, Agneta Anderssen,
Vigki Mills and Joio Toeppner,

1, OitBhore-1, 52432 2, Quiipger-t, 53008 3,
Katua-1, 53800 4, Langkia-, 54004 5, Kal Op
wa-i, 54154 8 lokahn-t, S40684. 7, Ui Gumbl,
54322, 8, Oungger-2, 54818, 9, Waikiki Surd-1
{hoal, H:51:43, 10, Maw Master, 55351, 11, Hawai-
an-1, 55432 12, Koa Kai-t, B:54:51 13, Radoed
(ko) BITIT. 14, Km Opus. 588 ML 15, Hanale,
55834, 16, Waldki Surt-2, 25825 17, Maui Jim,
28533, 18, Lamkail, 55843 19, Koloa, S.0000.
20 Lokahi Masters, 801330 2, O8Shore? (hos),
BOZ2E. 22, Dene Poim, SO255. 22, Puna, 80330
24, Dutrigger Australia, §:04.28.

25, Anuenun, B:0839. 28, Lokshi-2, 80842, 27,
Kohakal (mastors), 50800 28, Heauhou Masters,
B2 29, Puuwsi, 51248 30, Las s O Kai,
B 1358, 31, Kal Ooua Magters, G430, 32, Walkiki
Surtd, §:18:43, 33, Nonth Shors Mastors, 811817,
34, Kamsbameha-Hic, 61823, 38, Napd, 81908
6, Lanskia-? feoah BN 37, Na Ke Bewly,
H20:08. 38, Lokati-3, 82034 38, Marw O Ke Kal,
B.258. 40, Central Orogon, $2135. 41, Lanthal-2
fhon), 53137, 42, Kor Kai Serior Maswes, 2401
43, Honokuli {kown), §2413. 44, Hawadan-2, §:28:38.
45, Koa Ka-d, S30:55 48, Myt Nalu, 83340, 47,
Kihet {kpa), 5:37:58. 43, Xai Poba, 83809,
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PADDLING

B Lanikai prevails: Lani-
kai 1 finished first in the open
division of the Oahu Hawaiian
(‘;‘anee Racing Association’s .
Skippy Kamakawiwoole Race
from Hawaii Kai to Nimitz
Beach. N

Lanikai I finished in 2 hours, .
36 minutes and 25 seconds.
Qutrigger Canoe Club I was
gocond mn and . waikiki
Surf { third in 241 51.

Qutrigger crews also won ti-
iles in the koa (2:48.51) and
masters (2:53.15) divisions,

Kailua was first in the senior
masters race at 2:58.52,




