The Star-Spangled Banner al
the Great Hali of the Hyalt
?ieg ency Hotel near the water
all”

Whew! That's a lot of “Oh,
say, can yvou sees? and “hy
the dawn’s earlv lights” for
just one day. But Salmaggl
wouldn't miss a minute of it
As he sits down at lunch to
discuss his starspangled life
over a tender baked mahimahi
at the cance elub’s dining
room, vou get the feeling he'd
gitig the song 10 more Hmes
o the Fourth of July ifhe had
epnough time and someone
would just ask.

It's not that he’s one of those
ioud, boisterous guys who
would grab a microphone any-
where ne could find one just
¢ relive the past or show off
how well he's maintained his
vocal chords. Salmaggi is
actuslly guite softspoken, pre-
ferring instead to behaveasa
gentleman who has lived a
lfong life and enjoyed a long
caveer in the arts,

But the elder opera star does
admit to haviog a Hitle pro-
sciutto (ham} in him, and he
still loves to sing at specinl
oceasions, He comes off as a
man who has been singing the
national anthem at baseball
%ainas forr 40 vears bevnuse
he's one of those guys who
dearly loves his couniry and

everything the song repre-

sents. _

I started singing The Star
Sgangied Banner in 1537 at
E

bhets Field in Brooklyn for
“{zable, And my mother was a

the Brooklyn Doedgers, and
I've been singing it ever
sinee,” he gave proudly, pui

ting his fork down and ignor-
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#i.at night, 'm gowng to #ing

langing o Kisg on Maris
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gople who have led a story-
wok life Hke Salmagei's, Ag
one of nine chilklren born io
Italian immigrants, he was
raised on the sireets of Brook-

Jdvn, where he grew up plaving
“aynchball™ with the likes of

Danny Kaye, Alan King and
Robert Merrill, Even today,

despite his {former training in
“pite, many of his words are

punctuated with the acecent
{roan his neighborhood, _

“Our part of Brooklyn was
Jewigh, Irish and Italian,” he
remernbers, roturning fo his
fish and {alking getwe&n
mouthfuls. “We used o fight
each other and call each other
the worst names, bul i any
one of us got in trouble in those
days, one would help the other
immediately. Tt was & heauti-
ful way of life then — not like
today, where evervbody hates
each other and all that vie-
lence and drugs and staff.”
s & teen-ager, Salmagyl
took voles and studied
A. SJtalisn in order to pur
sue a career in opera. His
father, Alfredo, was an opera
producer in New York, snd
Salmaggi says he was the
originator of popular-priced
opera in Ameriea, introducing
many singers who later be-
came stars at the Metropolitan
Opera. He says his father also
was the fivst opera impresario
to introduce black singers fo
Ameries’s opera stage {cirea
1933,

“My father was a tall, very
handsome man,”” he saysfond-
1y, “He looked like Clark

heautiful blond-haired, blue-
eyved girl from Northern
Taly.”

Duving & WW il USO show

and we went all over the island

" gaditioning peopie. _
“We found guvs ke Alen
Ludden, Carl Heiner, Hal
David, Werner Klemperer (re-

member Sgt. Shaltz?, Howard -

Morris, Sum Wanamaeler, Far

ley Granger, Ernie Flatt, Joe
DiMaggio, Dickie Moore. We
had about 15 or 20 guys in the

section, and we did shows for

five yeurg throughout the Pa.
cific on all these little islands )
Croom, and I aaw all these little

vou couldn’t even land on.”

Fu ; _w‘zo o s d\” 3 3? JEid - b ] 3
Salmagei's contacts didn't - “0h_boy, this is going to be

stop at show business, either,
He soon hecame a good friend

to the Pacific Fleet command-

gr, Adm. Chester W, Nimitz,

{for whom he arranged enter

tainment, and sang fenor for
dignitaries who came in from.

Washington. “I was known ag

Adm, Nimitz's favorite tenoer,

bring me inthe kitchen whére
1 would cook spaghetti, We

one had left.” S
1t was a relationship that

another relationship for Sal-
magel. On a United Service
‘CGrganization tour fo the Main
land, ayranped for him by
Nimitz so he could go to New
York io gee his mother, he
rendezvoused with a givifriend
in Hollywood, named Nancy
Stair, He married her a day
later, enjoyed a one-day
honevmoon and then returned
to Hawail. It was February
1044, and the war ended later
shal year.

After hiy discharge from the

-and after the shows, he would

would eat in the kitchen
around midnight after every-

would. inadvertently solidify

Hirn ot v
- wagt. One mo
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phony looked him up while in
MNew York for some help in

Balmaggi jumped at the
“ehance angd forithe next five
yesrs did. allrthe lead-role

hony Opera as its artistic
advisgr, He flew to Honolulu
for two weeks during every

his career in New York,

~ Then in 1968, Mayor Frank
F&é&_ hived him fo be the city.
and. i
ditoriims and moved him io

short-Hved, though, as 8al-
‘maggl walked off the job,

tive interference. “H betame a

‘he sayvs malter-of-factly,

Despite his rift with the city,
Salmaggi’'s government ca-
reer was only beginning. Gov,

John Burns  ssked him if

he would consider being the
vice consul to Italy for the
state of Haweil. Salmagei
“agreed to an interview and
soon found himself in front of

“the consul general in San
- Francisco. :

© 5T swalked into this board
haldhesded Italions and said,

“trouble,” he recalls, letting out
& long chuckle. “Well, [ spoke

A

A ingin 1859, the
director of the Honolulu Sym- -

__gmcitmmg opera in Hawail,
casting for the Honolulu Sym-

production while maintaining

sunty's divector of aue

Hawsait, The position was

 disgruntled ovér administra- |

wolitical thing, and 1 resigned-
ecause T didn’t Hke politics,”

“to them and 1 told them: “Look,” plete with spats, as he acts as

citizen-
ney in

Yy

76, and & new vice consul will
be installed in Hawaill this
summer. Balmaggi says he is
very saddened by having to
leave his Italian post, but he
is extremely proud to have
served both countries so well
and for so long.

In the meantime, Salmaggi
is enjoying his 30th yesr living
in Honolulu, He remarried in
1979, several vears after his
beloved wife of 30 vears,
Naney, passed away. He and
his vresent wife, Maris, now

-ghare a 12th-floor condomin.

fum justa fow doors from the
Outrigger Canoe Club near
Diamond Head, and Linda,

his only daughter (from his

first marnage), Hves in Kahae
T, : '

My owife, Maria, is a very
attractive woman., Bhe was
born in New York but raised.
in Italy, and we have a beau-
tiful life together here” Sal
maggi boasts, obviously very
much in love, The two of them
alse own a home in Sarasola,
Fla., where they spend several
months o year,

In between baseball pames,
he keeps busy with a number
of projects, not the least of
which is his pari-time job as
“The Bosa™ at Spats, the
muobstertheme restaurant and
disco at the Hyatt Regency
where he has worked for more
than 10 years. Balmaggl
dresses up three nights a week
in Capone-era cutfits, com-

b vou could design your fulure just the way you wang L you could
: sreate a carser that would Dring you svery good thing in s
...prestige, independence, fhancial rewards. ..

how would youdo t?

We can tell you how tast year 50,000
youn men and women did jug that,
“thay envoliad i a Pivot Polot Slenider Schoot.
Wity? Bocauses o 25 years wr've been
trainyg winners. Halrdesignerswho graduste
10 axciting, creative, profilabls careers,
Salon stylists, piatiorm arigs, bemity
consullants, photo shlists. Your qoportunibes are
endless when you carry 3 MemberSchoot Diptoms.

HOLLYWOOD BEAUTY COLLEGE

15 i andy mesrmber seholl in Miwal

Financint A s Feders! Grants aeanditle # gueileg
Agorediiad by the Mo §

Acraditng © et st £

sgi 88 “The Boss” st Spats

i foreign consuls ab-age.

tougy Arie s

- the owner and manager of the

reésisorant. .

During his career as a
singer, Salmaggl sang in
opera companies that toured
nationally on television, radio

~and Broadway, He did The Bd
- Sullivan Show years ago, and

he has sung dueis numerous
times with his close friend
Beverly Sills, who grew up
with him in Brooklyn. He also
keeps in touch with old friends
itke Placido Domingo, Lucia-
no Pavarotti, Rohert Merritl
Alan King and Carl Reiner, to
name g few. .

But memories of singing nre
not good enough for Balmagyi.
He still sings Gounoed's Awe
Mariz at weddings and special
Masses, and the one thing that
continues to put the prags in
his life foduy is minging The
Star-Spangled Banner, Be

singing the song because he
congiders it a privilege,

. “He ig so patriotic that sing:
ing the national anthem is like
medicine to him,” savs Maris,

Gpmgs lae phstos .

Heve o aoty heseve he hay
never accepted g nickel for

who supports his singing at

ball games and often fravels
with him. "It's tnvigorating to
hirp and seems to keep bl i
Wa an important part of his
iife.”

Salmagg savs Ths Star :

Spangled Banneris exiremely
difficult to perform, and like
many other singing artists in
the country, he sgrses ths
national anthem should be

changed v Amarica the Beay

fful n lese viclent and much

reverence for the current am-
thern remains unshakesbhe,
and he strongly prefers that
those who sing it-for the public
do so in a traditional stvie,
“T'm g fraditional puy, and
! don't ke to bear 2 rock g’
rolier or somenne else do i in
their stvle because 18 wasm't

_easier song to sing. But his

written that wayv. A lof of

people just don't do justice o
it. It's hke putiing & mous-
tache on Mona Lisa™

As difficnlt as the song may
be, Salimaggl says he's never
forgotten the words in all the
times he's sung i, and he
stopped counting after 4,000
performances. e has made a
denl with Maria that on the
day he doss forget the words,
he'll hang itup. Until then, his
fove affair with the song con-
tinues,
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