and her best friend—t0 foel they bad o
o s thern, Mal Thi was still waitressing,
but several vears had passed smow the
fried watermelon, She would soon find
aut how far sheld really com, because
 watking into the Forbidden City changed
her Mo

She waiched the dancers, fell in Jove
weith the man in the favons duo, and be
feit i fove with her. He soon sphit up with
his partner and asked Mai Tai to replace
her, They were muarried and began touring
together: “Palm Springs, LA, all over.”

“His Inst name was Tai Sing, and thal's
bow T became Mai Tai Sing. My origingl
pame is Mal, and T would prefer to be
called that, bt everyoue began <alling
e Mad Thi. It stack”

The Tai Stog feam produced two
daughters, but the marriage ended n
divorce. Mai Tl danced solo alter that
auite successfully. T began to perfect my
own technique,” she says, “combining
paditipnal Chinese sieps with Amencan
maodern and jare” Her longest engage-
ment Tt her kicking and spinning i
feomt of 2 chorus of other dancers at the
Thunderbied Hotel in Las Vegas, Shewas
the star of the *China, Dodls”™ extravaganea.

Mai Tai's danciog career siopped for s
time afier her nwther and sister were
Jilled in a car secidens. Her fatber had
Tun off several years before with a vounger
wosman, and now the remaining members
of the faplly—Mal Tai and her three
trothers-decided they should be together.
They took the money their mother had
Ieft thers and in 1959 opened the Ricksha
in a most undikely Tocation: an slley in
Chiatosen, T was just & dinty alley,”
Mai Tai explains, “called Tong Alley.
You'd walk glong, and # was kind of &

Maui Tai with frequent Rickshg patron

“Did yon get Gat?” Mat Tl scems 1o be asking Herb Cagn, a5

~Steve Allen performs ai the Ricksha's mosaic piare bar
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mystical experience. You'd open an ordi-
narv-tooking door in the alley and step
into fleorescent leht. A plano bar with
an exotic ambinnce like In Conbloncg.™
* Pretly soon some rather Benoos patrons
hegan opening that door. From 1839
cpntil it was sold B 15TY, the Ricksha
gntertnined & long list of Iuminsvies,
inchuding Adlai Stevenson, Frank Sinato,
Lrewe Allen, Stan Musial, Ruth Roman,
Victor Borpe, Fibel Merman, Judy

* Gartand, Dan Durves, Sheckey Greene,

Buddy Hackett and Herb Caen,
Sometimes Mal Tal Gide't recognize

. the -eplebrities. One time a group of

Afamons rock W roll singers came 10 her

- ¢lub, Mai Tai's passion was Chinese
“ppera, s0 it wast't her St she'd never

* heiard of this shagewhaived quaniet: The
- Beatles. “They looked pretty weind o

me,” Mai Tai says, “The morsing sfter
they were at the Ricksha, the alley filled

- with fans. Screaming, silly people. They

wanted to buy the stools The Beatles had

- sat oo and the glasses they drank outof T

coukin't understand afl that and ¥ told
them 1o go aday, The glasses had been
Continued on page 60
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