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for Californians
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Hawaii's paddlers will have to wail
at least another vear before reclaim-
ing the world championship title in
long-distance outrigger canoe racing.

Qahu teams had reigned in the 41-
mile Na Wahine 0 Ke Kai race from
its inception in 1979 through 1985
Then in 1986, the California-based Off
shore Canoe Club began a string of
annual victories that yesterday
reached five in a row.

Offshore finished the Molokai-to-Oa-
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California-based Offshore Canoe Club won its fifth consecutive Na Wahine O Ke Kai race yesterday.

anoes: Offshore wins
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second-place finish left Healani
crewmembers frustrated any-
WAY. o :

“You. always want to win,”
said steersman Luana Froiseth.
“Coming in second and break-
ing the record is nothing. You
want to come in first.”

Healani spurted out to a
three-length lead as a record-
number 28 crews left Hale O
Lono Harbor in Molokai at
about 8 a.m., but Offshore took
advantage of the mild 3- to 4-
foot swells and overtook Heal
ani early on.

“We just got excited at first
and probably couldn't believe
we jumped on Offshore like
that and maybe settled in tod
fast,” Froiseth said.

Any hope of a Hawalian
crew reclaiming the champion-
ship began to slip away about
13 hours into the race.

At that point, Offshore held
the lead with Healani and Qut-
rigger close behind. The Ha-
wainian teams had hoped for

rough water, believing their
experience surfing canoes on
15-fnot gwells would give them
an edge over Ofishore.
Rut the seas stayved calm.
Rather than trying to out-

‘power the defending champi-

ons, the local crews opted to
change course to try and take
advantage of other sea condi-

* tions. Healanl veered north to

ride the current, while Qutrig-

ger went soeuth in search of.

any wave that could be har-
nessed.

But neither Hawaiian team
was able to sling-shot into the
lead.

“We were in third at that
point, so it really didn't make a
difference. We had to iry
something rather than just pad-
dling in.” said Qutrigger steers-
man Liz Perry-Dugan.

Meanwhile Offshore, which is
based in Newport Beach and
gports four Olympic paddlers
including three from Sweden,
stayed on the direet route
through the channel,

. “We just split the difference
between Healani and Outrig-

ger. We figured- they know the .
course and we'd let them tell.
us where to go,” Clark said.

They went straight for the

finish line with about 15 motor-

boats and two helicopters trail~
ing along. Healani funneled in

behind but never got close.
enough to set up a final dash

for the beach.

Offshore crewmember Cathy
Marino, a Kaiwi Channel rook- .
ie, downplayed the role of the

mild sea and its effect on the:
finish.

“Any conditions are good:

when you have a group of girls

who want to pull together and

win,” she said.

In the masters division, Out~ :

rigger No. 2 took top honors in
6:36:28 while Waikiki Yacht

Club No. 2 placed second in .
8:48:51, and the Big Island- .
Maui team of Kai Opua was

third in 6:52:45. .
California's Lanakila Outrig-

ger won the Koa Division in -
£:22:04. Healani No. 2 bagged
second in 6:25:49 and Waikiki®

Surf Club took third in 6:28:30.
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CANOQES

Bankoh Na Wahine
O Ke Kai
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