[ They break their
own Molokai-to-Oahu
mark by 15 minutes
By Jack WyaRt
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For Swedish paddiers Agneta An-
dersson, Pia Johnsson, and Anna Ols-

son. the Aloha Week greeting by Wai- -

kiki's ceremonial Roval Court ai the
finish of vesterday's Bankoh Na Wahi-
ne O Ke Kai canoe race proved a
culture shock,

“My first visit here. | didn't know
Hawail had 2 king and queen,” Johns
. son, 25, quipped after she and her Off
- Shore teammates bowed and curtsied
" graciously before Hawaif's coloriul
monarchy,

Sweden's real rulers would have
burst their gold hutions with pride
watching the three athletes - all mem-
bers of the Swedish national kayak
team - contribute o Off Shore's {ifth
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more powerful visiting team.

The Newnport Beach, Calif,, club cov-
ered the 41 miles from Molokai's Hale Q
Lono Harbor 1o Watkiki's Duke Kahan-
amoku Beach in 5 hours, 44 minutes
and 13 seconds, breaking its own
course mark set last year by a whop-
ping 156 minutes.

Alse a record were the 28 women's
crews, which included teams from Aus-
tralia, Camada, California and four Ha-
watlan islands.

Healand placed second in $5:49:40, fol-
lowed by Qutrigger in 5:5%:51. Last
Vear, off ‘%imm Healani and Outrigger
finlshed 123 Surfer's Paradise of Aus-
tralia placed fourth in 5:12:18,

In addition te the Swedes, Off
Shore's crew included Sharon Attlesey,
Sheliz Bewler, Mindy Clark, Leslie Da-
vis, Dru Vai Hengel, Cathy Marine,
Bonnie Shersr, Desiree Snelman and
Jodo Toeppner.

For the visiting kayvakers, the Hawal-
ian outriggericanoe system of paddiing
and pr{}cedu:‘es took some getting used
0.

“The geean temperature in Swedish
waters i far too cold to leap from the
canoe and swim to the escort boat o
rest as we did today,” Johnsson said,

Added Andersson: “Getting out of a
moving canoe took practice.”

{ilsson, 26, says different muscles are
used a:nakﬁm than canoe paddiing.

By Dennis Oda, Stor-Buietin

By Donnis Dda, Stor Buligh
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life here so much that she'll tolerate
the pain.

“You can't compare paddiing a heavy
canoe in the ocean to racing g light
kavak on flat water,” she said.

Off Shore's Cathy Marino, a-US.
national kayak team member, was so

ing that she looks todoit again.

“I've raced kayaks all over the world,
inchuding the Seoul Olympics,” she -
said. “For an exciting cultumi expem«
ence, nothing can compare.”

Each team consisted of 12 women, sax
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But she enjoys the Ptﬁynﬁ&an way of

ihnlleﬁ a‘fmut her ﬂm Mniaka: ﬂmss»«

The start of fost veor's Molokai to Oohu race drew o record B8 conoes. This yedr, the expected field is B1.

The pressure is heavy on John Puak-
ea, a Kaneoheraised paddier who will

steer defending champ Off Shore Ca-

noe Club in Sundsy's 39th Bankoh

" Melokai Hoe

BT dutwardiv the 28-vear-old veter-
an waterman appears cool, calm and
coliected. He shows no s.ign that being
the race favorite’s uniried steersman
has caused hin to crack.

T see this as a great opportunity. 've
never heen in a position to steer a
potential Molokai Race winner.” he
said, barely able to contain his excite-
ment,

The 40.8-mile race, billed as the world
championship of outrigger canoe pad-
dling, begins at Molokai's Hale O Lono
Harbor at 730 aom. The winner is
expected to arrive at Waikiki's Fort
DeRussy Beach finish about neon.

Fiftv-one nine-paddier men's teams,
including visiting crews from Austra-
Ha, Canada, New Zealand, Tahiti, and
four mainland states, have entered.
Among the entries are 38 crews repre-
senting Hawaii's five major islands.

Clubs will make open-water crew
changes, with relief paddlers being
used throughout the race.

Pupkea has paddlied the Kaiwi Chan-
nel three times before, but never witha
crew that had as legitimate a chance of
winning as Off Shore does this vear.

*1 know I can surf the biggest waves
if the channe! is rough and steer a
strajght course if the waters are calm,
Il sure do my best,” said Puakea.

Last vear, with Coach Billy Whitford
steering, Off Shore won the race in a
course-record five howrs, six minutes
and 29 seeonds, Except for Puakea
replacing Whitford at the helm, the
defending champs boast the same ¢rew
of world-class paddlers.

“In John I have the greatest confi-
dence,” said Whitford, sidelined be-
cause of a shoulder injury. “He's light
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By Mike Teaksmato, Slor-Bullstin

in welght, has a good {eel for the water
and he possesses a winning sttitude”

Whitford will follow his charges
from Off Shore's escort boal for the
second Sunday in a row. Three dayvs
ago, the Off Shore women won their
fifth straight channel race in record
timie.

Olymplc medalist Greg “Buck™ Bar
ton of Bellingham, Wash,, is the best
known among OfF Shore's crew of
all-stars. And he's ready.

“Considering T just came off a styenu-
ous kavak season, U'm in prefty good
shape,” he said.

But paddiling 41 miles across an
ocean channel requires great endur
ance, “Certainly a change from the 300
and 1000-meter sprints I've been do-
ing,” said Barton.

AL the 1984 Oivmpic Games in Los
Angeles, Barton won a bronze medal in
the single kavaks, Four vears later at
Seoul, the Off Shore paddier won two
gold medals, becoming the first Amert
can to win an Glympic kavak race.

Puakes, 3 former national-caliber
kavaker, is Of Shore’s only paddler
from Hawall, The son of canoe builder

and coach Bobby Puskea, John spent
the summer helping Whitford coach
the US. Cance/Kavak junior team.

Led by Outrigger and Hui Nalu,
Sunday's race may also see a resur
gence of the koa canoe as 8 winner.

“We'll be going with our $vear-oid
Kaoloa, a koa boat, rather than a {iber-
glass model,” Outrigger steersman Tom
Conner sakd.

With g racerecord 13 wins in 38
vears, Outrigger obviously takes its
racing seriously.

“It was a carefu! decision and not
Sﬂg;;ethmg we jumped into,” Conner
said.

The veteran of 18 Molokal races

explaiped that Outrigger has spent
several vesrs {ine-funing the Kaoloa,
He feels the choive to use Kaoloa is “the
right one”

The last koz boat to win the Molokal
was Qutrigger in 1984,

*f see no advantage between the two
{koa and fiberglass) materials,” said
Steve Scott, Outrigger’s men’s distance
coach since 1978

“There are too many other variables
in this race, like favorable tides, good

See OFF SHORE, Page D~§
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surfmg waves, the proper course anti :

erew talent,”
Depending on the qu&ht}; and avaxi«
abihty of logs, and which mhaster build-

er is selected to do the'darving, koa
canoes run between ¥$20000 and

$50,000.°

“Hui Nalu Will race its Maikairoa, the.
same koa cunoe that finished second

last vear.

Unfortunately, Off Shore doesn’t en-

joy a wide choice of canoes o race.
Being borrowers, the Catifornians must,
take what they getl.

Sunday, they'll use a Hui Nalu iiber«
glass boat, :

“We'll take any canoe and be happy,”
Whitford said.

Waikiki Surf Club, & 12time Maiaka;y
Hoe winner snd a paddling power,
during the 19580s and "60s. will try the
koa Malama for its first team. .

“Old-timers say koa canoes outper-
form glass boats when the channel seas,
are at their biggest,” Cosch Darrell
DeMello said,

DeMello was'on Waikiki Surf cmm’
iast Molokal winner in 1973

“It was my first Molokal race aned
what 1 remember 18 it was long and
hard,” he said. )

The race was 53 miles, starting su
Kaunakakal and ending at San Souct’
Beach.

“It took us elght long hoursi he sajd.

Although Quirigger and Off Shore!
hiave dominated recent races, winning
12 of the past 13 events between them,
visiting entries are not to be denied.

In 1976, teams from Tehitl captured
hoth koa and fiberglass divisions and.
ping vears later in 1885, the Llinoly
Brigade, a crew of world-class mara-
thon canoceists, finished first. .

Last yvear visiling crews ﬁmxhe
3458,

*1 see Sunday's race. as a tossup
among five crews,” Whitford said, *We:
should be one of them, but I'm not
saying who the others might be.”
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-% in the boat at any one time, While
| most crews elected to substitute
| several paddiers at one time, Off
' Shore exchanged only one at a
. time,

“My crew was so strong and

eager none wanted to leave the
- hoat to rest,” a

roud G Shore
coach Billy Whitford said.
In the 1984 Olympics at Los

- Angeles, Andersson and Olsson
" won three gold and itwo silver
- medals in kavaking between them.

Four vears later at Seoul, they
each made the kayvak finals but
failed to medal. Johnsson is one of
Sweden's best marathon paddlers.

Off Shore steersman Clark cred-

. its Healani and Outrigget for push-
.~ ing Off Shore to its record.

“The competition is improving

. each year. The Hawaii teams made
.ﬁ us keep up our simke she sazd

Last year, Off Shore beat Heal
ani by 17 minutes. Yesterday it
won by just five.

“We're closing,” Healani's Kelly
Fey said, *This gives us the incen-
tive to work that much harder.
Maybe next year.”

Even after five straight visitor
wins, most Hawail crews hﬁhme
they have a chance.

“it'l take work but we can do it
(heat OFF Shore)” said Ouirigger
steersman Liz Pervy-Dugan, “Of
course we may have o quit our
jobs and train full thme.”

Added Qutrigger's Katy Bourne,
a physical education teacher and
mother of ihree: *1 hope Off
Shore's success has a positive ef-
fect on how we tratn, it should
mspare Hawaii's women 1o take a
serious look, then perhaps make
changes.”

Outrigger's masters womel,

_ wnh a crew averagmg éQ years ﬁfm
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| O#f Shore canoes pass in front of Diomond Head on their way to o record victory yesterday affernoon. :

'OFF SHORE: Breaks own record in finishing first:

age, won their division with a 17{h

overall finish in 6:36:20,
Yesterday's resulls
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