Drespite all that, | enjoyed sports, and
foorbull had the strongest appeal of them
sl Perhaps this was because i was the
game taken most seriotsly by the general
population, But there was more. Id
grown 10 fove the locker room, with the
joking and horseplay: the click of bard
cleas on conerete Hoors; the smell of Red
He and the doude of steam from hot
showers after practice; the secure fecling
of pads and a fresh clean undorm aod
taped ankles on game days: the satis-
faction of 1 good hard block or tackle, a
wel-calghl pass, 2 game won.

We won oy one of pur v, games myy
winth grade yoar, largcly because we
played teams made up primarily of soph-
omoares and funiors, In tenth grade we
lost only two of nioe grmes, despite the
fact that two of our best players, Gilbert
Ane and Bobby Dick, played for a varsity
team that ended up in second place in the
Interscholastic Lesgue, also with two
losses.

Then came the season of 1953, From
the very beginning there was alk arcand
school and around town that we bad a
team to be reckoned with, Tt had been 29
vears since Punshow had won an Inter-
scholastic League (hampionship, but
severat local sportswriters admitted, with
some reluctance it seomed to me, that we
actually had 2 chasce. Alemg with the
atknowledgement that Punzhow would
field 2 fine tonm came certain rumoss that
were discussed amd debated widely across
the town--namely, that the schoo! had
given "arhietic schoturships” toseveral of

Tz voptain AL Harrington is carrigd off
the pridivon by Jubilant teammadtes.

ity bost players, H similar accusanon
were ever made apainst any of the other
private schools, § never heard them. Hdo
know that most Punabou players had
neen enrolled since elementary school.

I any case, none of this had any effect
on the tcam. We practicad with eathy-
stasm, and confidence oo, Our voath,
John Godirey, let us know that ke
expoeted us 1o work hard, and that, if we
did, he expecied we'd win,

Owr firsst leazue pame was against
Farrington, and the antoome eliminated
any doubts concerning Panshou’s po-
wential. We won 670, with substitutes
going most of the way. Playing behind

Eki Espinda, | caught my first wouchdown
pass Ak @ varsity end, None of our vext
four games was close. We beat McKindey,
3812 Kalmuki, 45-13; ‘tolant, 466,
and Roosevelf, 40-20. By this time
everyone in town who cared about high
school football —~pnd that reatty did seem
to be nearly evervong in fown-—kagw
that the championship would be decided
when we met 5t Louis, also undefeated,
o Saturday afternoon, November 14,3t
the Stadium.

All week before the game the sporis
peges were full of stores, inlerviews,
editorials and predictions. At school, the
beach, Kauv Kau Komer, anywhere |
wend i town, people salked or argued
about the game.

Lindersiandably, the lenm secmed tight
all week at practice. Capuain Al Har-
ringion, our left hatthack, best runmer aad
hardest worker, worked harder thumn e
ever had before. Harry Pacarro, owr
guarterback, usually easygong and full
of jokes and banter, was mORe serigus
thar I'd ever seon him. Joha Godfrey and
his assistant coaches, Bill Monahan and
Buddy Sosres, tried their best 1o make i
seem that sothing was coming ap on
Saturday afiernoon except another game.
B, of course, no ong believed that,

Toward the end of the week 2 pood
friend of mine, Chack Mutin, a junior
fultback, rold me bow he feitabout it: ™1
just want o get it over with,” he said.
Maost of us had w feel that vway,

On game day the short ride from

Contbied on paye 163

The Punghon rooters jump in wild joy as Espimia’s TD releases the tension built up during the goms. After Punaboy stopped the
Sainty cold in the remaining six minsrs, tears wire evident as the crowd boisteransly sang “Ochua.”
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