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Nancy Muller and Laura Williams of the Oﬁtrigger *Maut Gym™ Canoe Club c‘elébra’tétths
Moiokai-to Oahu race after their canoe landed in front of the Hilton Hawailan Villa
Newport Beach, Calif,, won the event for the fourth consecutive year. See Sports, Page D3. ...

Joyful finish of Molokai canoe race

mﬁmmoty Debﬁmh Bookar
he compietion pf yesterday's
ge. OffShore Canoe Club of

Offshore Club
wins fourth

straight

By Dayton Morinaga
Advertiser Staff Writer

In record-shattering fashion,
the OffShore Cance Club won

the Na Wahine O Ke Kai yes
terday for the fourth ¢ongecu®

tive year, . - gpen

QOffShore, .a  club based in
Newport Beach, Calif,, paddied
in an outrigger canoe from
Hale O Lono Harbor, Molokai,
to Waikiki — a distance of 41
miles — in 5 hours, 24 minutes,
32 seconds. That smashed the
record time it set five years ago
by nearly 20 minutes.

“The conditions were a major
factor,” said OffShore paddier
Jnio Toeppner. “There was a
tail-wind and following seas.”

The rest of the 49%crew, all-
women's field also had {o fol-
low QffShore. i
Club finished ih A
yme of 531008 and Kailua was
third (5:36:00)

“We had all the stars aligned
or something,” said OffShore's
Vicki Mills. “There was a good
wind push, a good current
...Just everything was there
for us.”

However, the start for the
all-women's race wasn't quite
g0 smooth,

Several boats got tangled
when the starter’s gun went
off. Quirigger actually had o
wait for another club to reverse
because the front ends of the
canoes got hooked together.

Kailua's canoe spun 180 degrees
after another crew bumped it
from the back,

“Just a terrible start,” said
Qutrigger's Kisi Haine. "Crazy.
It didn't affect the finish so
much, but it plays a role on
you mentally. It was so stress-
ful. Everyhody was screaming.”

Eventually, the pack spread
out. True to form, the three
strongest crews ~— OffShore,
Quitrigger and Kailua -~ moved
ahwerid. OfiShore took the early
{ead, with Qutrigger and Kailua
directly behind.

About two hours into the
race, Outrigger and Kailua de-
eided to iry their luck against
Mother Nature rather than the
defending champions. While
OffShore continued on a south-
erly course, Qutrigger headed
north. Kailua was somewhere
in between.

“If we followed them, we
would have followed them all
the way to the finish,” said Kai-
lun's Kathy Colin. *We had to
take the chance.”

Cutrigger shared the same
theory,

“If we had staved on the
same course {as OfiShore), we
wouldn't have caught them,”
said Haine, who steered for
Outrigger the entire way. “We
thoughi mavbe we could go
north then ride down. But
while we were paddling back
down, (OffShore) must have
found a good course because
they were pulling ahead.”

Wes, they were. Mindy Clark,
who steered for QffShore the
entire race, kept her crew on
the south side of the course.
When Qutrigger {irst veered
off, the OifShore paddlers said
they could spot them to the

Advartisar photo by Daborah Bookar

Offshore Cance Club team members celebrate victory {from left)y: Vicki Mills, Sharon Attiesey, Gina
Aubrey, Cathy Whitford, JoJo Toeppner, Sheila Conover and Mindy Clark.

side.

“It looked like they were
making a run at us,” said To-
eppner, who has paddled in all
16 Na Wahine O Ke Kai races,
*So we knew ii was time to
tuck our tails and start running.
We started jammng right after
that.”

By the time OffShore reached
Portiock Point, Cutrigger had
dropped about a half-mile be-
hind. Kailua was even farther
back. From there. OffShore
coasted to victory by riding the
swells off Diamond Head.

“When it's flat, sometimes
you get inte a lull,” said Off
shore's Sharon Attlesey, “But it
wasn't like that ... The waves
made us work real hard, We
would see a little wave and
we'd paddle hard to catch it
And it was like that the whole
way. There was a point when it
was like paddling downhill.”

That might explain the re-

cord time. Five vears ago, Off-
Shore set the record when 12
paddiers were allowed on each
team. Last vear, the rule was
ehanged. Only 10 paddlers are
allowed, with six in the canoe
at a time and four in an escort
boat for relief changes.

"When we set that mark (in

“1E00Y, T didn't think #t would be

broken for a long time,” said
Attlesey. "1 knew we were go-
ing fast, but 1 had no idea we
would break it.”

NOTES: Lanakila (5:41:04) and Kai
Opua (5:41:54) rounded out the top
five. Lokahi (5:42:54) and Umbi Gumbi
{5:43:22) also finished ahead of the
previous record time. .. Walkiki
Surf's No. 1 crew was the first koa
canoe 1o finish {5:51:43, ninth overail),
... Maui Master topped the masters
division {5:53:51, 10th overail).
... Koa Kai was the first senior
masters crew (§:24:01, 42nd overalil
... Hana Hou, a crew made up of
women from the first two ali-female
crews 1o Cross the Molokal Channed in
1975, finished with a time of 6:37:58.

Al 18 paddiers who came back for
yesterday's event paddied for Hana
Hou. Because only 12 paddiers are al
fowed in the senior masters division,
Hana Hou was not awarded an official
placing. ... Mambers of the winning
OifShore crew: Mindy Clark, Sheila
Conover, Sharon Attlesey, Gina Au-
brey, Dru Van Hengal, Gathy Ho Whit-
ford, Anna Olison, Agneta Anderssen,
Yicki Mills and Jojo Toeppner.

Fingt Resulty

1. (#iShors-1, 2432 2 Ouigges-1, 53108, 3,
Kafus-t, 53600 4. Lanskda-t, Se4708, 5 Kmi Ope
wart, S4T54 B, Lokehi-l, 54384, 7, Umbi Gumbd,
54322 B, Quitrigger-2. $48:18. 9, Walkiki Surtd
fkom), 58143, 10, Maul Mastar, 5:83:51. 11, Hawai-
fan-1, 58432 ¥2, Koa Xai-l, 53451 13, Katua-2
(kos), 5:57.37. 14, Kal Opus, 55810 15 Hanale,
AB8:34, 18, Wakid Swid, 55925 17, Maui Jim,
5:55:33 18, Lanka-1. 55953 19, Koios, 50000,
20, Lokah: Masters, 80130 21, OHShore-2 {koa),
60228 22, Dana Poirt, S0055. 23, Puna, $:03:30.
24, Dutrigger Austratia, 5:04.28.

25, Angenue, 5:05:29, 28, Lokale-2, 6:0812. &7,
Kahakat fmasters), 0520 28 Keaubou Masters,
B12:33 28 Puuwal, 51248 38 Lae L 0 Ha,
158 31, Kai Opus Masters, B:14:30. 32, Watkd
Burt-3, 8:18:43. 33, North Bhore $astors, 818417,
34, Kamehsmeha-Hio, 51820, 35, Neps, S1918
36, LanalGia-2 (kom), §19:30, 37, Na Xai Ewaly,
8:20:08. 38, Lokahi-3, &20:34. 39, Manu O Ke Xai,
B:20:56. 40, Central Oregon, 62136, 41, Lanikp-2
koal, 82137, 42, Koa Kat Senior Masters, 8:24:01.
43, Honolutu (kom), 8:24.13. 44, Howailan.2, 6.28:36.
45, Koa Waih@, B30:55. 4B, Hui MNaw, B:33:.40. &7,
Kihet flos), 5:37:58. 48, Kai Poha, 6:38:03.
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OHCRA _
Bhippy Komakawiweols Ruce
From Hawai Kai to Nimity Beach
Sunday's rasults
. Open—-1, Lanikai 1 236.25 2 Outrig-
ger CC | 23732 3 wWakkl Sut |-

L&A,
Xoa—1, Dtngger 24851 2 Lankai |
31523 3 KeaRakahos 31557

Maglers~1. Quingger 25315 2.
Hoa K3l 3:08:49. 3. Wak ¥,
Py i Yacht Cub
Senior masters—1. Kalus 2:56:52 2,
Anusrue 31228 3 Lanka 33108,
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® Lanikai prevails: Lani-
kai T finished first in the open
ES‘EVESIOD of the Oahu Hawaiian
f:.a;zee Racing Association’s .
Skippy Kamakawiwoole Race
from Hawail Kai to Nimitz
Heach, .

Lanikai I finished in 2 hours, .
36 minutes and 25 seconds,
LLutrigeger Canoe Club I was
second i g “andg Wailkiki
Surf I third in 2:41.51.

Outrigger crews also won ti-
tles in the koa (2:48.51) and
masters (2:53.15) divisions.

Kailua was first in the senior
masters race at 2:58.52,




