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by Ron Haworth

Hemmlngs takes it all
The World Surfing Championships - gold cup was
~ brought to Hawaii for the first time yeste1 day by husky

Fred Hemmings.

Hemmings, who evidently found the unfamiliar surf of
Puerto Rico inuch to his liking, w10te ‘prior to his hig-

gest win in surf competition:

,  “Things here are similar to Hawan-—walm water, hu-
" mid days with afternoon onshore breezes. The best surf
has been four feet at a spot called Domes.

“Sorry the surf hasn’t been better, but we're all very
proud our wahines did do well,.and I'm proud to be repre-
senting Hawaii and the. Outmgger Canoe Club.”

- RINCON, Puerto Rico
(UPI)—Fred Hemmings of
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Hemmin

‘over eight feet to provide a

Hawaii bhecame € men’s

world ‘surfing champion at
‘Rincon Beach yesterday

when he narrowly won a six-
man, all-Pacific-Ocean final
heat consisting of three Aus-
tralians, two Hawaiians and
one Cahforman

The ocean, uncooperatwe

good surfing day and end the

fourth World’s Surfing

Championships on a pleasant
note.

Hemmings’ win brought
the title under the U.S. flag
for the first time. It pre-
viously was held by Midget
Farrelly of Australia, Felipe

all Week proauced waves Pomar of Peru and most re~

cently by Nat Young of Aus-
tralia.

The contest was close. Us-
ing the best seven waves of
each surfer, the 22-year- -old
Hemmings ended up in a tie
for first place with Farrelly.

To break the tie, the eighth
best wave was considered,

and Hemmings was the win-

ner with 326 points, only two
more than Farrelly.

It was a tough loss for Far- well if the surf ran at least

relly, who surfed well and
came close to being the'first:

six to eight feet and he was
right.

two-time champion in tth Third behind Farrelly was

contest’s history.

But Hemmings; comlng :

from the large waves of Ha-
waii, found the eight-foot
surf of Rineon to his liking.

Hawaiian George Downing
had predicted earlier inthe
week that his team would do

© Russell Hughes of Australia.
Fourth was defending cham-
pion Young, fifth was Mike
Doyle of California and sixth
was Reno Abellira of Hawaii.
The guarterfinals and sem-
ifinals were run off earlier at
Domes Beach on the grounds

s Rides to Surf Crown

of the nuclear power plant
here.

Australian Wayne LynLh
was eliminated in the semifi-
nals, and his teammate
Keith Paull was eliminated
in the quarterfinals.

Hawaiian Joey Cabell was
eliminated in the semifinals.
Hawaiians Clyde Aikau and
Ben Aipa were eliminated i m
the quarterfinals. i

Without Hemmmgs Hawaii would have again looked
“bad in comparison with Australia who took second third
and fourth in a fine team efforf.

- Tough luck for Downing

- While it’s not pleasant to read of any Hawaiian being
eliminated from the World Surfing Championships, it is
especially disheartening when that individual is George
Downing?

And quite naturally, Downing wanted very much to
win. But while his value to the Hawaii team was beyond
“ veproach in the water, he also had a value out of the wa-
' ter—perhaps more so than anyone realizes.

He was, in fact, the team coach, a position which car-
ried more responmbxhty than a mere title. Young surfers
like Clyde Aikau and Jimmy Blears, two on the squad,
“could pick up tips from Downing’s vast experiences.

It’s hard to talk to Downing without coming away en-
riched with surf knowledge. His eyes have seen too
much; and his memory has retained most of if.

Two years ago the WEC were held in San Diego and
Downing went along as coach. It was a first in a sport
never before sophisticated enough to warrant even an
amateur coach.
~_The statisties of that contest give no hint as fo the dra-
ma which surrounded the outcome, and few know the vi-
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New champ--Hemmings

: o : ! ; RINCON, Puerto Rico It was a tough loss for Far- Downing had predicte rl-
tal part played by Downing in getting a second-place fin- - S, So Ing had predicted earl
ish l?‘.o'r» J%clg Sutgerland afgl a gpeckg»of prestigéJ for Ha- ;{L PI) — Fred Hemmings of relly, who surfed well and - ier in the week that his team
i awaii captured the men’s came close to being the first would do well if the surf ran

Going into that final day of the three-day competition, go_rld surfing champion at two-time champion in the at least six to eight feet and
Young of Australia had already amassed enough points : hl ncon Beach yesterday contest’s history. . he was right.
to win due to some strange scoring rules. when he narrowly tooka Byt Hemmings, coming Third behind Farrelly was

But the next spots were up for grabs. In the running slxl-man, all-Pacific Ocean fi- from the large waves of Ha- Russell Hughes of Australia.
were three ‘lefties”—Sutherland, Corky Carroll and ga heat consisting of three waii, found  the eight-foot Fourth was defending cham-
David Nuuhiwa. Nuuhiwa had led the pack after the first ustralians, two Hawailans surf of Rincon to his liking, pion Young, fifth Mike Doyie
day, but fared very hadly the next when he was forced and one Californian. Hawaiian coach George of California .and sixth Rino
to Surf right. : The ocean, uncooperative Abellira of Hawaii.

all week, produced waves of The quarter-finals and

Ideal for ‘righties’ over eight feet to provide a semifinals were run off ear-

The site for that final day was Ocean Beach, again good surfing day and end the lier at Domes Beach on the
known for its Tight slide more than a left. The direction fourth World’s Surfing grounds of the nuclear power

a wave peels and offers the hest conditions is what Championships on a pleasant plant here.
makes a particular spot liked by individual surfers. note. . - Australian Wayne Lynch
Goofy-footers are at their best going left where they Hemmings’ win brought was eliminated in the semifi-

can face into the wave. The average surfer has his left the title to the U.S. for the nals, and his teammate
{foot leading and looks away from the wave. ! first time. It previously was Keith Paull was eliminated

All three in contention for second spot were goofy-foot- held by Midget Farrelly of in the quarter-finals.
ers caught in a unfavorable situation that favored a Australia, Felipe Pomar of Hawailan Joey Cabell was '

vight slide. And of the three, Sutherland was the best Peru and most recently by eliminated in the semifinals.
“switch-footer.” Nat Young of Australia. Hawaiians Clyde Aikau and

Coach Downing knew this. And he also knew that surf- . The contest was close. Us- Ben Aipa were eliminated in
ers do not win always by ability alone. Many thmgs en- ing the best seven waves of ‘the quarter-finals.
ter into producing a victory. each surfer, the 22-year-old o e

Surveying the situation, Downmg S tho e Telh Hemmings ended up in a tie
hreak was uncommonly good, maybe even better than for {first place with Farrelly.
‘the right. But he also realized that the judging towers To break the tie, the eighth
had been placed with the right slide in mind. best wave was considered,

Under the existing set-up a judge would find it impos- and Hemmings was the win-

sible to evaluate a ride to the left. So. Downlng went to ner with 326 points, only two
more than Farrelly.

Fred Hemmings nosed out Midget Farrelly of
- Australia on eighth wave to win the world suri-
ing champlonshlp at Puerto Rico yesterday.

work. more tf Fred Hemmings Jr.
First he used Hawaiian persuasion on  the off1c1als to g Gh Eeeae SRR ee e e S PR
get one tower moved up the beach, and when the labor
© was not quickly forthcoming, Downing- commandeered a
work crew from the ranks of spectators.

Strategy works

Then he drew Sutherland aside and pointed out the
merit of surfing left, instead of banging heads with al-
ready-a-winner Young, who prefered rights. v

A later study of the scorecards proved out Downing’s
wisdom. Sutherland d1d well, whlle Canoll and Nuuhlwa
flopped.

We'll never know hoW Sutherland would have fared on
the right slides, certainly no better than his second—place-
finish, and hkely not as well.



