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- Visiting ‘_ Paddlers

Gear Up for Race

type stroke which has about the
same quick cadence as the Tahitian

Don’t look™bac aikiki Surf Club.
Keep on stroking Hui Nalu. Why?
Because paddling in Saturday’s
Molokai-to-Oahu Aloha Week outrig-
ger canoe race are a band of Califor-
nian and Tahitian athietes who are
déetermined to win the race in record
time. : : :

“If sea conditions are calm, or for
that matter, simply average,” said
«coach Dennis Campbell of Califor-
;niafs Imua Qutrigger Canoe Club,
I“Imua or Balboa Bay should beat
'the record by 15 minutes.

] can say this with confidence,
for I know how both clubs are per-

stroke but is more effecient.”

BOTH BALBOA AND Imua clubs
boast several Olympic-class canoe

and kayak paddlers in their crews.

-] have a feeling,”” Campbell
added, ‘‘that you'll see big changes
in outrigger canoe paddling tech-
niques as the result of what we've
learned in recent mainland competi-

tion."”’

Campbell would like to see the Ha-
waiian Canoe Racing Association
regulate visiting clubs and their pad-

dlers.

“My Imua crew are all bonafide -
club members,”” explained the
coach, ‘‘but several of Balboa Bay's

. crew are Olympie athletes recruited
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Outrigger defends title

Defending

would like “*Goldilocks’

canoe race tomorrow morning.

anything. :

there.”

short-pull Tahitian style.

champion Outrigger Canoe Club
seas — not too flat, not
too monstrous — for the 29th Molokai-to-Oahu

But OCC and the 30 other clubs entered in the !
39-mile race know they should be prepared: for

“We've had the weather change on us so fast it
isn’t funny,’’ said Stu Brissette, Outrigger race
chairman. “Last year we went out there expect- .
ing it to be smoking and it was like a lake.

“We’re hoping for moderate conditions,”” Bris-

" setie said. ‘I don’t think we want a flat sea — it
gets hot — but not a monstrous sea either. :

“When it’s too big you’re constantly worrying
about where the next swell is coming from,” he
said, ‘‘and if one hits you broadside you could tip .
over. May be good with 8-10-foot swells out:

In-between conditions should be good for Qutrig- i
ger’s in-between stroke — a hybrid of the bend-
over, long-pulling Hawaiian stroke and sit-up,

Calm seas are expected to give the edge to the
Tahitian and California entries, both of which use

They’ll have to see about sea

Thirty-five canoes, 24 fiberglass and 11 koa, will
head from Molokai’s Hale O Lono Harbor to Fort
DeRussy Beach in the most celebrated event in
long distance paddling. 7

There will be 20 Hawaiian Canoe Racing Associ-
ation clubs, seven clubs of the Hui Wa'‘a & Surfing
. Association, two clubs from Tahiti and two from

California.

clubs.

The Tahitian entries are the Pueu Canoe Club of
Tahiti Hele Island and the Tiare Roa Canoce Club
of Tuamuatu Island.

Balboa, last year’s runnerup, and third-place

_Imua of Newport Beach are the entries from Cali-
fornia. Blazing Paddles, the surprise winner of
78, has since disbanded. ;

Not much is known about the crews from Tahi-

' ti. The early favorites include ‘Outrigger, Hui

Nalu and Koolau of Hawaii and the two California

*Imua’s looking tough,” Brissette said. ““‘Based
on the records, you'd have to say they're the .
toughest from the mainland and we're the favor-
ites from Hawaii (Outrigger is unbeaten in Hawaii
long distance races this year). Man for man, I
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'Hanalei goes it alone
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sallv for thi think we have a stronger crew compared to last
especially for this race. ; sas : » i o s 2

“‘This season,’’ he continued, fbe Tahitian stroke. . JoAr _ By Andy Yamaguchi
»we've beaten Balboa with regular- ey " — — — — . ABFAR S
ity in distance racing. Quite frankly,
Balboa has had a dismal year. But
paddling against Balboa’s crew of
all-stars in this race, I'm not certain
just how well we'll do.”

In the early years, the annual
Aloha Week classic started at Molo-
kai’'s tempestuous Kawakiu Beach,
but in 1963 the race start was chang-
ed to the calmer waters of Hale O

Wyatt

fn_;ining. I am sure that the race rec-
ord will be broken, I just hope Imua
is the club that breaks it.”

THIRTY-FIVE OUTRIGGER
canoes, including 11 made of koa
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ONE P-ADDLE, two paddle, all the way across; it's no trip for the short-winded. (Nick Beck photo)

: 'by Nick Beck pie competition.

and 24 constructed of fiberglass, are
scheduled to depart Molokai’s Hale
O Lono Harbor at 7 a.m. on Satur-
day. The first canoe is expected to
arrive at Waikiki's Ft. DeRussy
Beach between 12:30 p.m. and 1 p.m.

In addition to the two California
and 31 Hawail crews, two Tahitian
teams—Puu Pueu and Tiare Roa—
have entered. All crews will be pad-
dling to break Qutrigger Canoe
Club’s five-hour, 39-minute and
seven-second record set five years

ago. ]

OCC is also the Molokai-Oahu de-
fending open-class champion, having
won overall honors last year in
5-46.38, two minutes, 42 seconds
‘ahead of second place Balboa Bay,
and 10 minutes in front of third place

Lono Harbor on Molokai’s south .

shi

ore. :
The Molokai-Oahu contest has fin-
ished at several Waikiki locations—
fronting the Moana Hotel, the Duke
Kahanamoku Beach, at Magic Is-
land, and at its current terminus, Ft.
DeRussy Beach.

Imua.

“Imua’s crew is really up for this
race,”” said 35-year-old Campbell.
“We’ll be us'u_lg an Olympic canoe-

HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN

0CT 9 1980

'Although women have yet to crack
the all-male Olympic marathon
event, women paddlers in Hawaii, it
appears, have made great strides to- .
ward equality.

“0n Sunday, despite past chauvinis-

tics grumblings about women invad-
ing man's last bastion of the sea, 17
all-women outrigger canoe racing
crews will stroke their way from
Molokai to Oahu in their second con-
secutive Na Wahine O Ke Kai race.
“Unlike the male skepticism of

R
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By Andy Yamaguchi

* Advertiser Sports Writer
After helping Outrigger Canoe

e S

sy

last year,’’ race director Hannie
Anderson said, ‘“for Sunday’s cross-
channel event the men have actually
been supportive.

“They’ve helped train crews, the
men will man the escort boats, plus
they’ll be lending a hand at the
start, and at the finish. T haven’t run
into any chauvinistic problems this
year.” : z ;

IN LAST YEAR'S inaugural race,
when all 17 wemen’s crews safely
completed the 39-mile course with
apparent ease, male canoe-race fol-
lowers felt that the women came out
lucky because the channel was so
calm. i : e

So with Sunday’s crossing and
with the channel tradewinds freshen-
ing and seas beginning to build, the
women will be watched by water-
front chauvinists stroke by stroke.:
The Na Wahine O Ke Kai race
begins at 7 a.m. from Molokai’s Hale
O Lone Harbor and it will finish ap-
proximately 1:30 p.m. at Waikiki’s
Ft. DeRussy Beach.

] would like to see bigger swells

an last year,” said Anne Hogan,
the steersman of defending cham-

pion Qutrigger Canoe Club,
"Howeyer,'l hope that the waves °

who tipped the scales at 255 last
year when he played for the Rain-
bows. But he had a special incen-
tive: this was the first time in nine

. Cl_lgﬁwmgﬁars he wouldn’t be playing football
“ t0-Oahu canoe race, Walt Guild said during the Molokai race. :

« - his first order of business was to
_ gain 20 pounds. '
“It took some heavy dieting” to
" make weight for the race, said
- ‘Guild, a former University of Hawaii
_ football player who exemplified Out-
- rigger’s lean, mean, never-faltering
" machine. ‘“But it was worth it."”

~ OCC made it interesting for most dawn.
" of the way before bursting away hotels,

* from the pack 11 miles from the fin-
ish line and winning its second con-
- secutive Molokai-to-Oahu title, one
_of most coveted in Hawaii sports.
~  Qutrigger covered the 39-mile
~ course — from Hale O Lono Harbor,
~ across the Kaiwi Channel and to
_ Fort DeRussy Beach — in five
- hours, 52 minutes and 26 seconds to
_ capture its fourth Molokai title in the
“ last six years. - :
. Off Shore Canoe Club — known
* last year as Balboa Bay — of New-

“T've waited a long time to paddle
in this one,” said Guild, wearing a
smile and several leis. ““I'd played
football since the ninth grade. Now
this is it, and I want to be in many,
many more."’

The race started at'7 a.m., but
Hale O Lono was buzzing well before
Crews drove in from their
though a couple of the 36
nine-man crews elected to sleep at
the water’s edge. ° s

The channel was relatively gentle,
just a little rougher than last year’s
malie (smooth) conditions. Outrigger
and Hui Nalu jumped out to the lead
at the start, with Off Shore and
Imua not far behind. : .

Twenty-six minutes into the race,
as the fleet passed Laau Point and
into the channel, all the canoes fan-
ned out to the north, pushed by the
current. All, that is, except Hui

~ port Beach, Calif., finished second in  Nalu, which kept a dead-eye bead on
5.54:37. Hui Nalu was third in Diamond Head. :

. 6:04:04 and Imua of Newport Beach
“placed fourth in 6:14:17. Imua 2also
 was the first koa canoe crew to fin-
~ ish, and for that distinction won the
~day’s top prize of $1,000. OCC won
8700 for its Open Division victory.

' Kailua, Lanikai, Koolau, Hanalei,
" Leeward Kai and the Waikiki Beach
.- Boys rounded out the top 10, in that
 order. The two entries from Tahiti —
 Pueu Tati and Tiare Roa — placed
8th and 22nd, respectively.

! _for spots in its No. 1 canoe, and
+* team captain Tom Conner imposed a
T }90-pound weight limit on paddlers.

. Competition was keen at Outrigger,

At 11 a.m., OCC and Hui Nalu
shared the lead while the rest of the
fleet virtually dropped out of sight.
Mechanical failures stalled the Cali-
fornians. Off Shore stopped about
five minutes to repair a broken ama

- (outrigger arm) and Imua had more

serious woes: its escort boat, which
carried the allotted three relief pad-
dlers, lost a propellor shaft before
the race was an hour old. :
“We made our first change and
then the boat never showed up,”
said Imua paddler Tim Rush. Pad-
dlers generally are relieved every 20
minutes, but Imua “had to go ‘iron
man’ fg two hours® before another

 Mowat, Keone Downing and Dale

- Pueu Tati 6:45:40. 19, Lahaina 6:48:06. 20, Hui

OCT 10 1980

from his wife . .

BOTTOM LINES: John Toner, Hyatt’s sales
mgr. for Hawaii, celebrated his birthday
and anniversary twice when he flew around the
world in 36 hrs. Sunday. He got the surprise of
his life on his Tokyo flight when the stewardess
wished him happy birthday — thanks to a call |
. Fashion designer Baba Kea
White seen dining forehead-to-forehead with
S.F. wardrobe consultant Robert Pante at the

Outrigger Club — maybe discussing his ne
tropical clothing line O OO0 = i

LAMONT — George V. Lamont, 86, of 3209 Collins St.

died QOct. 27. He was born in Canada. Services 5:30 p.m
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_race, the year’s Grand Prix of the sport.
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On Saturday morning at 7 a.m., a field of over 30
crews from Hawai'i, Tahiti, and California will line up
for the start of the annual Moloka‘i to O‘ahu canoe

The 40-mile course is over some of the world’s
roughest water . . . and a hurricane is headed this way

right now, last reported about 1000
east of the Big Island.

miles east-south-

The finish line is at Fort DeRussy Beach in Waikiki.

‘Outri

today at the Outrigger Can
ed at sea. -1% Moty ub, Ashes to be scatter-

ments. Casual attire.
MeGuire of Oregon.

e
Outdoors

~ Jack Wyatt

are not that big where canoces will
swamp and the crew changes be-
come dangerous. Because the Main-
land teams are perhaps more accus-
tom to flatter water, good surfing
waves will favor our Island crews.”

The 24-year-old Hogan, who helped
steer Outrigger to victory last year,
expects her closest competition to
come from California’s Balboa Bay
and two Island clubs—Healani and
Hui Nalu. ;

“I'M SURE THE race will be
more competitive this year,”’ Hogan
explained. *‘T know that in our par-

ticular crew, performance has im- .

proved. Given a break in the weath-
er, I expect to beat last year’s six-

hour and 35-minute crossihg."
Outrigger Canoe Club’s Connie

Maguire Young, who stroked first -

seat on last year’s winning crew but
who is passing on Sunday’s race,
would like to see the channel’s seas
challenging but safe.

] feel that the ideal conditions

would be 15-mile-an-hour winds, with
up to 7-foot seas,” she said, “but
waves much over eight feet would be
too big.

““The oldtimers still talk about the

1966 men’s race where 11 of the 22

. canoes either broke up, sunk, or
~were swamped, With 10 to 15 foot .

waves and with winds over 20.miles-
an-hour, that race should have been

postponed.”

They ain’t heavy, they’re

escort boat could be found, Rush.
said. *“That’s not an excuse, but it’s
a damn thing to happen at the begin-
ning of a race.”” ; o

Hui Nalu also ran into trouble
around 11 when it had difficulty
bringing its canoe closer to the
shoreline. ““We just got stuck,” said
steersman Brant Ackerman. “The
ocean changed on us and the swells
just started to work against us,
kniocked us around.”

But Off Shore was able to scram-
ble back from its mishap, making an
amazing recovery to join and Outrig-
ger in the lead at 11:15.

0CC’s crew was made up of Con-
ner, Guild, Bill Bright, John Finney,
Tim Kelly, Ed Pickering, Bill
Hope- -t e

“Our crew is in such good condi-
tion, none of us ever got tired,”
Guild said. ‘“We just kept going and
going and going.” :

- THE RESULTS
OPEN DIVISION
1, Outrigger 5:52:28. 2, Off Shore (Newport
Beach, Calif)) 5:54:37. 3, Hui Nalu 6:04:04. 4,
Imua (koa) (Newport Beach) 6:14:17. 5, Kailua
8:22:38. 6, Lanikai 6:26:04. 7, Koolau 6:26:06. 8,
Hanalei 6:30:32. 9, Leeward Kai 6:31:43. 10,
Waikiki Beach Boys 6:35:31.
- 11, Kamehameha-Hilo 6:34:01. 12, Hui Nalu

(koa) 8:35:00. 13, Lokahi 6:38:06. 14, Outrigger |

(koa) 6:36:54. 15, Waikiki Surf (koa) 6:37:43. 16,
Healani (koa) 6:43:35. 17, Honolulu 6:44:16. 18,

Lanakila (koa) 6:49:55.

21, Kihei (koa) 6:53:00. 22, Tiare Roa 6:54:11.
23, Hawaiian Warriors 6:55:30. 24, Kailua (koa)
6:55:31. 25, Kamehameha-Oahu 6:56:45. 26, Ma-
kaha (koa) 7:00:38. 27, Windward Kai 7:07:53.
28, Lanikai (koa) 7:08:57. 29, Sons and Daugh-
ters 7:09:13. 30, Kihei 7:19:03.

i - 'KOA DIVISION :
1, Imua 6:14:17. 2, Hui Nalu 6:35:00. 3, Out-
rigger 6:36:54. 4, Waikiki Surf 6:37:43. 5,
Healani 6:43:35. 6, Hui Lanakila 6:49:55. 7,
Kihei 6:53:00. 8, Kailua 6:55:31, 9, Makaha

’7:00;@. 10, Lanikai 7:08:57. :

. (Easier said th’a%ﬁdone for Guild.

o e A s BRI

. Thirty-niné mﬂeg and ﬁbo;ut-fZ

Race director Anderson, one of the
founders of the sponsoring Na Wa-
hine O Ke Kai, said that her commit-
tee will work closely with the Coast

" Guard regarding safety and if the
channel conditions appear danger-
ous, the race is off. *“We aren’t out
to prove anything,”’ she added.

lenge Il

ALTHOUGH LAST year's event

was the first well-organized Molokai-

-Oahu race for women, it wasn'’t the
first time that women had success-
fully made the crossing. Five years
ago, two all-women crews paddled
the sometimes hazardous channel
which started the wahines thinking
of bigger things to come.

“Because we've organized every-
thing—from securing sponsors, ar-
ranging escort boats, raising funds,
:and manning race committees,"
‘said Young, ‘‘I think that we’ve
proven even to the most severe skep-
tic that women can be serious long
distance paddlers. I truly believe
that most of the men are supportive

of what we are doing and we ap-

preciate it.”

e S b

uary in charge of arran -
kSu_rvwe_d by sister, Mrs. Myfle

rom O‘ahu is the defending

Anne Hogan

the champions

* Advertiser photo by Roy to

0,000 strokes later, O.utrig'ger. is a h'appi_} .winner'-

champ. They will be up against a tough California
c:ew-who,se paddlers have been in training for Olym-

The Tahitians, who have won in the past and left
their mark on Hawaiian canoe racing with the in-
troduction of new styles, paddles, canoes, and tech-
niques . . . are also back and looking for a win.

Kaua‘i's only entry is the Hanalei Canoe Club, and
their paddlers are shooting for a top slot among the
finishers. af = -

The race is a combination of teamwork and en-

| durance: The paddlers and the helpers who pull them

from the water after a mid-ocean change . . . and the
escort boat skipper who helps with the course strategy
and in setting up the crew changes that take place
every 15 to 20 minutes. j
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‘By Andy Yarhaguchi

Advertiser Sports Writer

" Football players aren’t the only j =
) en’t ¥ Jocks who ta f
ca'u;lstlc newspaper clippings on the locker roopn?

wall. e

"~ “It meant a lot when the Imua gu ‘ted
: : guys start
shooting off their mouths and saying thes;‘re gciflcgl
tﬁ break the record by 15 minutes,” Tom Conner.
of the Outrigger Canoe Club said Saturday. -

SR was Outrigger’s vi y in the

*29th Molokal--to-O:ahu canoe race, and Conner, for
one, got great satisfaction out of beating the'Iﬁiua' {
_Canoe Club of Newport Beach, Calif. Pt
at Last week Imua coach Dennis Campbell was

guoted in a newspaper story as saying one of the
‘two California entries, given normal conditions,
““should beat the record by 15 minutes. . . . I have
«d feeling that you’ll be seeing big changes in out-
rigger canoe paddling as a'result of what we've
-é}e?‘rned in recent mainland competition.” -

. "That,” Conner said, ‘‘provided the extra incen-
—tive we needed. “They think they're the only ones
gﬁvho l_mqw anythmg abput paddling .’ With Conner
! gein}:g the ((aint_lre-mx—_hour, 39-mile race, OCC
i ;1eok its second consecutive Molokai titl nd i
;;foxtx)rth in the last six years. eae
i ff Shore of Newport Beach was second, Hui
giNalu third and Imua fourth. Imua was the ﬁrstl,
¢  koa canoe crew to finish. e e
; : -.,_Even more critical than extra incentive was the
;.-;,n;l;_sl;ap-freet_xt'ace Oufrigger enjoyed while its
¢ chief competitors were foiled by mec i
¢ lems or Mother Nature. Yy Mischapleal fok
f Six Imua paddlers had to ‘“i 2
] to “iron-man” it for al-
¢ most two hours when its escort boat, which
f ;aré':leld their three relief paddlers, broke down
i Paddlers generally are relieved -30
i minutes. i : S 2
E Off_ $hore spent about five minutes in mid-race
{ repairing a broken ama (outrigger arm). As it
i turned out, Outrigger beat them by only two
] m}.r{lute_s and 16 seconds. i : :

j ui Nalu’s problem was perhaps the most frus-
| trating. The state short-course champs lednt)sr
: shared the lead for the first 28 miles. But when it
i was time to veer toward Oahu, unpredicted cur-
!
f
f
:
[
[ §
b
[ §
3
i
;

3

rents kept Hul Nalu virtually stranded. |
“It's really disappointing,”’ said Hui Nalu
steersman Brant Ackerman, who went the whole
way. “‘We were ahead the whole way until Koko
Head, then saw a quarter-mile lead go to a
quarter-mile deficit in 15 minutes.”” o
That left the race to OCC and Off Shore, which
had caught up just as they approached Koko
Hea\?fh he . -
; 5 hen we heard they were coming up i 1 :
lit a fire under us,”’ Conner said. "Fﬁrt&nﬁtgﬁ? HI{
was at a pgrt of the race where we were re'adj; to
¢ run downhill.”* OCC blazed away from Off Shore
—‘When it reached Koko Head, turned south and
rode the swells in to DeRussy. ' '
_;‘” The day’s closest finish was between Lanikai
fand Koolau for sixth place. As thousands on the
i shore cheered both of them on, Lanikai prevailed
;by a two-second margin. : :
¢ ‘‘We came together at Diamond Head and were
ffighting the rest of the way,” said Dr. Howard
:Keller of Lanikai, ‘‘Sometimes you find a little .
fextra juice.” } : )
: NBC had film crews in boats and helicopters to

film the race for a “‘SportsWorld’’ segment to be

;aired sometime in January. :

$ Among the sights they captured were th
:exquisitely-timed exchanges by relief paddlers. A~
fcanoe would maintain its speed while the reliev-
i €rs \_v_o_ul_d_ hop in and begin paddling with an inter-

: ruption of less than five seconds. : =
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