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LAHAINA'S LADIES— Lahaina’s distance crews have been work-

ing “extra hard” says head coach Doug Snyder and these members the seven-mile grinder.
of the women’s crew proved it. They jumped to an-early lead in the :

W .C. suffering the
pains of a losing campaign

Lahaina

By MATTHEW THAYER ~ fected the club.

Sports Writer

“A person’s s heart and spirit has

this.” But you can't have 15 guys

running things, you wouldn't get

The Lahaina Canoe Club will be

in the spotlight this weekend not s

much for its paddling prowess as
for the fact that they will be

hosting the first State HCRA

Champicnship Regatta to be held
on Maui in 20 years.

The once mighty Lahaina club,
which will have 28 teams and over
800 paddlers as its guests to the
championships, probably won’t be
a factor in the outcome of many of
the races as they are in the midst
of cne of their most dismal seasons
ever. They finished second-to-last
in the Maui Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Association and only
qualified eight crews in the cham-
pionships.

The club saw several factors
(factors which all clubs are
susceptible to) spell the skid from
its standards of a dominating
power of the past.

This week Lahaina’s rookle head
coach, Doug Snyder, explained a
few of the problems which have af-

to be in it and many paddlers this
year didn’t have it,”’ Snyder said
about the attendance and attitude
problems which have plagued the
club..

He said many paddlers have
either quit or ““only show up when
they feel like it.””

“You have to learn each

other. . .know that the guy in front

.of you isn’t going to give up. You

have to learn each other’s rhythm
and you can’'t do it if you don’t

- show up.”

He said he tries to get the pad-
dlers to think about paddling when
they are at home or at work — to
live paddling. Some do he says and
many don’t,

“It’s hard for them to have con-
fidence in me because I've never
done it (coached) before,’”” Snyder
says. He said due to the lack of
confidence in him he has had times
when there were too many chiefs

. and not enough Indians.

“T tell them what to do and other

- guys say, ‘hey why don’t we do

anything done.”

He said that his main problems
as coach have been the  attitude

and attendance problems with pad-

dlers.

il tell them first, you have to be
here and second , you have to be
here on time. People who work

late at restaurants want to sleep in

but I tell them if you can paddle
tired or hung-over just think what
you'll do fresh.”

He said due to the lack of depth
on the team his hands have been
tied.

“I’m in a position where 1f I have
somone with a bad attitude, I can’t
kick them off the feam because I
need them to fill the crews.”

Snyder says he has tried new
ideas like posting an anatomy
chart in the club’s hale to help
show the paddlers what parts of

- their body they use for movements
-in paddling. But he says he has

learned the most by establishing a
rapport with other coaches and

. evolved, he says,

Rev. John Kumn[ku distance regatta and finished second in

‘gaining information from them by
asking questions.

Snyder, a 24 year-old who has
only paddled two years, said he
“really didn’t want to be a coach”
but he was voted in by his team.

He said after Lahaina’s former
coach decided to call it quits
before the beginning of this year’s
season, the team voted and selec-
ted tri-coaches. He has since
“into a head
coach — co-coach with Rick
DeMille.”

. This season will be Snyder’s first
and last as the coach of Lahaina
- since he will be moving to the

- mainland to pursue his intended

carreer as a restaurant manager.

When asked what is going to hap-
pen to the club next year, Snyder
says that he doesn’t know.

“It’s sad because I've been
really pleased with the attitudes as
of late. The people paddling the
distances are the ones who are
really into it. I really hate to leave

and I don t know who 11 coach next

year.”

Invasion set
for Lahaina

By MATTHEW THAYER
Sports Writer

The big State HCRA Cham-
pionship Regatta in Lahaina is

' only one day away and the canoce

clubs from OQahu and the outer
islands have already started to
arrive on the Valley Isle. With
them they bring  their different
brands of paddling, canoces and
competition fer the first State

- Championship held on Maui in 20

years.
_Outrigger. one of the perennial
favorites in the state, will invade
with over 215 paddlers to compete.
While most clubs are planning to
make a weekend mini-vacation out
of the trip, Qutrigger is keeping it
all business. :
“We're not treating it as a vaca-
tion,’’ says Walter Gill Outrigger’s
head coach. ‘‘Most of the paddlers

- will be fiown in in the morning and

will be flying out that night.”’

Gill said his reason for the short
stay was two-fold. He said arriving
in the morning would let his pad-
dlers get a better night’s sleep
_since they would be in their own
beds and it would be easier to keep
everyone together once they got to
Maui. Secondly he said he didn’t
want to be responsible for 150 kids.

“‘It’s hard to control that amount
of people. I don’t want anyone to
get into trouble.”

‘He said the team would be
“I think the outer islands will
be a factor. | don’t know if
they'li be up there to win, but
they’ll be a factor in deciding
who does win.”

having a party of their own at the
Qutrigger Club after they got back
to Oahu.

Outrigger qualified for all but.

seven of the races but due to

openings at the lane drawmgs Gill

said he was able te pick up another
five lanes. Therefore OQutrigger
will be entered in 22 of the 24
scheduled events.

Gill said the team was very ex-
cited about coming to Maui to at-

tempt o accomplish one of the

team’s two main goals.

‘At Outrigger our goals are to
win the State Championship and
the Molokai Channel Race. We
have crews who have been prac-
ticing for this weekend’s meet
since last Feburary.”

Gill said he was impressed with
the effort and time that the people
from Maui have put into the
organization of the championships.

“We're very, very excited to
race on Maui and [ hope we can
conduct ourselves in a manner

which is deservant of the job the
people on Maui are doing putting

into this race,’’ he said.

The team which placed third in
the Oahu championships in July,
Kailua Cance Ciub, will be
bringing over 17 crews to compete’
in the regatta. The club’s presi-
dent, Joan Malama, says the com-

petition on Oahu, which has gotten
very tight, ‘‘should prove for an
exciting state race.”

She said the club’s kids, women
and senior men are the team’s
crews to watch.

“The senior men won the Oahu
championship and they really have
picked the club up. They are very
special to us.”

Malama said a lot of the club’s
younger paddlers have never been
to Maui and they were looking
forward to coming to the outer
island.

- “‘For a lot of them it’s their first
time, but we have a few kids who
have grandparents on Maui they
willi be staying on with after the
regatta.”

Her son Paul Malama -who is on
a baskethball scholarship to the U.H
Hilo and is a paddler-coach with
the Wailani Canoe Club on the Big

Island, says the team to watch on

the Big Island is Kai Opua. He said
the team hasn’t lost a regatta on
the Big Island in five years and he
thinks they may have a shot at
third place in the state this year.
““Third place doesn’t sound like
much but that means alot. I've
been paddling for 11 years and I've
never seen an outer island club win
a state.’” :
He said the competition.on Oahu

is so tight the teams will ba taking -

points away from each other but
he added the lack of competition
on the Big Island has hurt Kai
Opua.

“They don’t have anyone to push
them here because they run away
with it so much. When they go up

against the Oahu teams they aren’t -

used to the competition.
He added that the clubs on the
Big Island are more friendly.
We’re loaning our koa canoce to
Kai Opua because their’s is illegal.
You would never see that on Oahu.
The Oahu Clubs are so competitive

~they loek inward. I know because s

used to do if myself.”

Kala Kukea, of Hui Nalu on
Oahu, says he sees the regatta as a
toss-up between his team, Out-
rigger and Healani but said he

feels the outer-island teams may

determine which of the teams win.
I think the outer island teams

will be a factor. I don’t think

they’ll be up there to win "but
they’ll be a factor in deciding who
does win.’

His club will be bringing over 180
people to Maui for the weekend
and according to Kukea they are
excited. He said most of the team
will be coming over Friday night
and staying until Sunday.

Kukea said his club qualified
crews in every event,

All of the coaches and paddlers
interviewed said they were very
excited at the prospect of coming

to Maui. Estimates of the expected

attendance at the one-day affair in
Lahaina have run between 10,000

_and 15,000 people to gather at

Canoe Beach!

. It’s going to bhe qu1te an affair.
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By STAN DZURA
WHT Contributing Writer

The Big Island canoe clubs are off to Maui to pit their

strength against the state’s best in the annual Hawaiian

Canoe Racing Association’s state champmnshlp

Over 30 HCRA member clubs are slated to compete in-

tomorrow morning’s 28-event program. to be held in the
waters off of Lahaina on the Valley Isle. =
Big Island champ Kai Opua will head the Moku 0O’

Hawaii entry list with 24 crews. Kauikeaouli, going to her-

first HCRA champ1onsh1ps ever, will send 17 while

- Kamehameha of Hilo will enter four . Wailani of Hilo-two
and Keoua of Heonaunau, one. Powerful Moku runnerup
Kawaihae of South Kohala elected not to compete in this
year’s champlonshlps

Last year recap..i :

Last year; Kai Opua surprxsed many outrigger en-
thusiasts by placing fourth in the HCRA Kaneohe bay-

~ held championships, seoring 26 points. Hui Nalu won the

- crown with 55, followed by Healani- 52, and Outrigger with
37. Proving that this was not a fluke Kai- O came back to

_take third place in the next days HCRA-Hui Waa r'ham-
~ pionships behind Hui Nalu and Outrigger. .

This year everyone is waiting the arrival of the Kona

powerhouse with baited-breath as there shapes up an

interesting competition for the overall club cham-

HCRA champion with one or. two clubs taking the =

 regattas. Last year Hui Nala ruled the roost. This year

- there has been no clear-cut regatta champion as Hui Nalu

and Outrigger won three apiece with last week-end
Oahu’s champ1onsh1ps going to Healani.

absence of the seven exra events.

By classification the leading chances for Kai Opua
points will be their freshmen. Kamehameha of Hilo will
also send their last year’s fourth place state crew to do
battle w1th Outrlgger s undefeated frosh ;

“The odds % ‘
The sophomore class1flcat1on in this year’s Kai-O men’s

crew is undefeated locally and is accustomed to winning
by wide margins and is given an even-money shot at

~ beating ‘Makaha (three Oahu Hawaii Canoe - Racing

Association regatta wins) and Outmgger (twowins), . -

The K-O soph ladies were last year’s state frosh gold'
medalists and should be favored to win there new
classification over Healani(2 wins), Lanikai(2 wms) and
Hui Nalu(two wins).

The junior men’s one and a half mlle race will put the
favorite Outrigger(4 wins) against an improved K-O
bunch. K-0 is used to going two miles, the Moku distance
for the junior men’s race, and could surprlse in this .

competitive class. Perhaps the island’s top junior men’s .-

crew, Kawaihae, would also had to have considered one of
the prime contenders had they chose toenter:

Kai Opua’s junior women, last year’s state sophomore
champs, will also be duehng an OQutrigger crew (four

- wins). This will provide an interesting match-up for first

place with Hui Nalu and Healani trying to break through

_for thegold
pionship.. The Qahu clubs have always produced the -

The raee of the day

The men'’s semor event will be the race of the day.
There is no real “top-gun’”’ from Oahu helding down the

‘Blg Isle canoe clubs set to paddle in state champs

_ throne as Outrlgger (four wins) has been the most con-

sistent senior men but Hui Nalu (two wins) and Kailua
(one win) have had their moments. The Big Island’s
senior men’s race distance is two and a half miles as.
compared to HCRA’s two-mile length and should work to
Kai-O’s benefit. Kai-O and Kawaihae waged some -

- brilliant duels during the season to help K-0 put polish on

its technique and could be ready toi 1n1prove on last year’s
second place HCRA finish.

Kai Opua’s senior women is possrblv stronger than last i
year's third place HCRA crew and are a sure bet to finish
no lower than fourth place, the total number of senior
women. crews entered in the compet1t10n K-0 is un-
defeated in local races and will keep the pre-race

favorite, Hui Nalu (four wins), looking over their
: .shoulders Waikiki Surf (two wins) and Q_utngggr,(one
. win) should net be fergotten. :

~ In the lower classifications Kai Opua’ s 13 glr]s is un-
defeated and should finish high. HCRA competition will
come from Healani {two wins) and Kailua (two wins).

Other Big Island entranis to watch out for are
Kauikeaouli’s 12A boys. They were undefeated in the six
races ‘they entered and will be tested by Ka11ua (four
wins):

Keouna’s 15 glr]s won five of seven local races and will
have tohandle Healani.

Kai Opua has an excellent chance of taking the run-
nerup spot.to pre-race favorite Healani. To overtake “the
denizens of the Ala Wai”’, Kai-O would need help. in the
younger clasmﬁcatmn&Healam s strength, while taking
her hoped-for high finishes in the upper classifications-
Hui Nalu and Outrigger’s power. It should prove to be an
1nterest1ng day and it all starts tomorrow morning at 9
a.m. in Lahaina.
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Oahu champ
slight favori ite

in state HCRA

By Andy Yamaguchi

Advertiser Sports Writer

.Having gone from paupers to princes in one
giant leap, Gary Murakami and his Healani
Canoe Club paddlers are still getting tsed to the
idea that they are the team to beat at tomorrow's
Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association State Cham-
pionships at Lahaina’'s Hahakea Beach.

““The kids know we're there, but I still have to
remmd our people that the other guys are after us
now,'’ said coach Murakaml whose club failed to

~ win a regatta during the regular season but

sneaked past favorites Hui Nalu and Outri er |
two.weeks ago-to capture the Qahu title. :
*““‘Healani’s not going to sneak up on anybody
this time,” vowed OCC coach Walter Guild.
But that's not to say there won’t be any sur-
prises tomorrow in what appears to be the most

wide-open HCRA state regatta in memory. Out- =

rigger and Hui Nalu. last year’s champion, each
quali.fied more crews than Healani, while Neigh-
bor Island powers Kai Opua and Hanalei can't be
counted out, either.

Healani’s hopes lie in its Kiddie Korps the

. younger division paddlers who scored 36 of the

club’s 59 points before lunchtime at the Oahu
championships. ‘Murakami even hinted he may
move up a couple of his stronger boys' crews to
milk more points out of his young 'uns.

Healani has 22 crews entered (27 is the maxi-
mum), but he’s bankmg ‘on quality over quantlty
“The crews we have going up have been winning,
and if they keep it up we should be OK. What
worries me is the Neighbor Island crews taking
points away from us. But they should be taking

- away from Outrigger and Hui Nalu, too.”’

Hui Nalu, edged by Healani 59-56 in the Oahu
championships, qualified a perfect 27 crews but’
coach Kala Kukea isn't resting easy. “It's gonna
be-hot,”” he said. “‘I would say it’s a tossup. Any
one of us could win, even Outrigger, though they
didn’t do so well in the Oahu (championship — a
third-place tie with Kailua with 44 points). I think
we need to keep our younger kids doing pretty
well. Our upper divisions are pretty strong, and if
we can take the seconds and thirds so we don’t.

Guild scouted the course earlier this week.
‘“The water is beautiful in the morning, but in the '
afternoon . it'll probably be rough,” he said. “The
variance in depth is kinda radical, and there’s a
good chance there’ll be a strong current running
through the course. It looks the the lower middle
lanes will be the best.”’

The course will have 14 lahes — six for Oahu,
three for Maui, two for the Big Island, two for

. Kauai and one for Molokai.

. 'The narrow beach will be jammed, as about
6,000 spectators are expected to fight 2,000 pad-
dlers for space. Parking will be available at the |
Lahaina Civic Center and on the golf course be-

~ tween the Hyatt Regency Maui and the Marriott

Hotel. Amfac will provide a free shuttle bus from
the golf course to the beach.

The regatta is dedicated to the memory of John
M. Lake, the founder of canoe racing on Maui.

_ His wife, Kealoha Lake, ‘will be present for the

awards presentatlon

{ai Opua fmlshes 3rd at state

MAUI—Hanaler of Kaual racked up 41 pomts Nakaiewalu of Mani and Kauikeaouli of Kona with onf

Saturday at Hahakea Beach at Kaanapali to capture each,
- Division AA honors in the State Canoe Championships. Results of Division A competmon were not complete
: ; : ' by Wailani of Hilo scored a first when its freshmen

Enter Kai Opua

The Kailua-based elub should make its presence felt
again, scoring heavily in the hotly-contested upper men’s
and women'’s classifications. Last year Kai-O’s point total

.amassed by taking state crowns in the women’s
fres men and eophomores, silver medals in the senior
men and boy’s 12B, and bronze medals in the boy’s 18,
| senior women, and glrl’s 17. The boy’s 12A also added a

i : fourth place tor one point, -
e : . =i : Kai Opua should be even stronger that last year’s
. : showing overall especially in the men’s classes. However,
: : : . Kai-O does face an uphill march in its quest for a team
e erown. This reasen being that the HCRA races feature 28
' ; events as compared to the Moku O’ Hawaii 21 event
schedule. Although K-O will be entering some of these
extra seven events, their chance of gammg a point-
scoring place is hmlted In last year’s HCRA cham-
p:onshms K-O failed to score in even one of these

“‘special’ races.

The importance of these events ona club’s performance
was exhibited by Kai-0’s showing in the HCRA-Hui Waa
championships held the day after the HCRA firals. Ina
racing program that more closely followed the Moku
schedule, Kai Opua took a solid third place overall. Kai-
O’s crews placed smnlarly in the HCRA-Hui Waa regatta

; bnt placed hlgher in the team standrngs because of the :

Oahu's Healani finished second with 39 points,
followed by Kai Opua of Kailua-Kona on the Big Island
with 15, Kailua of Oahu was fourth with 13 points,
followed by Hui Nalu with 10, Other Division AA scores
were: mmgggr 9. Larukal and Walkrln Surf 8; and

not complete - at press time.

Besides Kai Opua, Kauikeaouli and Wailani, other
Big Island clubs at the state championships include
Keoua of Kona and Kamehameha of Hilo.

upcoming state championships tomorrow and Sunday
on Maui. Paddlers are (from left) Renee Blythe, Noel
- Black, Helen Goodhue, Pua Fowler and Sandy Kahele. :
‘Missing are Pat Schaughnessy and Kae Nakisa.
—WHT photo by Stan Dzura;:

HOPEFULS— Members of the Kai Opua women’s
sophomore paddling team raise their fingers showing
that they’re number-one after the Big Island canoe
regattas but ‘their skills “will be put to a more
demandmg test when they meet the state’s best in the

women captured their Y»-mile race. Other results were



