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So?re Il Chosen

Czar of Surfers

The new International Pro-
fessional Surfers Association
(IPSA) has selected Honolu-
lu stock broker Ron Sorrell
as its first commissioner.

Announcement of Sorrell’s
appointment was made hy
Fred Van Dyke, Punahou
School instructor who earlier
was named president of the
first pro surfers’ group.

The IPSA grew out of a
meeting in a Waikiki hotel
room late in December.

Van Dyke, who has hbeen
busy with organizational and
contract plans for the surfing
organization, said Sortell is

the best of many persons
with potential he sent feelers 1

to.

“Sorrell is a highly com-
petitive 5portsman ”  Wan
Dyke said, “a lot more than
the general public is aware.”

Sorrell was an outstanding
surfer and water sports ac-
tivist from 1939 to 1961, when
his business career curtaﬂed
his surfing. He has judged
the Makaha International
Championships, paddled in
many of the big canoe races,
and also was a member of
Hawaii's surf life saving
team.

His many sports contribu-
tions won. him the “Winged
0" from the Outrigger Canoe
Club. Only 10 persons have

RON SORRELL

experience, knowledge, en-
thusiasm, and ideas, I am
sure that he can further the
needs of the IPSA to its full-
est extent,” Van Dyke said.

Van Dyke also named two
advisors to the new commis-
sioner—Robert Wilson and
Dick Cleveland. :

Sorrell and Cleveland are
currently talking with Mark
McCormick, who manages
the affairs of Arnold Palmer,

Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player ;

and other big name sports
participants. Discussions in-
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Surfer Heads

For Peru Meet

Mike Holmes of Honolulu
is the first surfing team
-member from Hawaii to
leave for the Peruvian Invi-
tational at Lima, which be-
gins this Saturday. He left
yesterday.

Other Hawaii surfing team
members who will be leaving
throughout the week are
Fred Hemmings Jr., the
world champion; Joey Cabel,
the Makaha International
champ; Clyde Aikau, Ben
Aipa, Butch van Artsdalen

~and Reno Abillero.
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Peru surfing meef

Mike Holmes left yester-
day for Lima, Peru, where
he will participate in the
Peru Invitational Surfing
Championships, slated fto|
start Saturday. He will com- |

pete as guest of the Outrig-
—_—

er Cano

Other Hawaiian surfers in- |
vited to compete are: Fred!
Hemmings and Joey Cabell, !
hoth former Peruvian meet |
champions; Ben Aipa, Clyde |
Aikau, Reno Abellira, Butch‘
Van ArtSdalen and Georger
Downing,

Russ Takaki is expected to
make the {rip as a judge.

“One television network is coming to Hawaii this

‘earned the “Winged 0. He volve establishment of retire-

played on, and has coached, ment plans, sponsorships,

many of the champmnsh;p personal appearances  and

Oo}rlgger volleyball teams. endorsements for top pro
With Ron Sorrell’s past surfers.
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by Ron Haworth

. Surfers form assocratron

“Sex appeal! That’s what professional surfmg has {o
offer color television.

. “Imagine a man maybe rlskmg his neck in 20-foot surf

for a $10,000 pot. Wouldn’t he take daring chances, make

impossible moves, for that type of reward?” aske'd Ron
Sorrell, newly appointed commissioner of the Internation-
al Professional Surfers As_sociation. ;

“You bet he would,” he said; answering his own ques-
tion.

Sorrell.

‘“Why, even now, without a penny in. the ante, it’s llke '

: puttlng together a million dollar corporation.
- “And every day we grow an inch."
A firm heliever that inches make feet and feet giants,

Sorrell has tapped the best minds and business b1a1ns ;

available in seeking assistance. .

Already working with Sorrell are Bob Wilson, a retired

TV executive and hooked surfer, and Dick Cleveland a
champion swimmer of yesteryear.
Preliminary talks are also under way with Mark Me-
. Cormick, a Mainland attorney who manages the aifairs
of golfers Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus.
_“To be a pro one must recewe;compensatlon, and be:
cause surfing obviously can't charge admission, this

leaves the area of TV, personal appearances and en-

dorsements.

“The IPSA is gigantic in size and in scope,” continued

march for meetings with the IPSA,” Sorrell said.

“But we are not restricted to a single network (as surf-
ing is at present) We’ll talk with them all aboutf a 13-
week series of top-notch contest from around the world.

“If everything :goes smoothly, I conservatlvely see the
inifial contest on TV by this time next year.

Based on PGA charter

The basic ideas and framework for the IPSA will stem

from the PGA charter which was established by a few in
1916 and has since grown to a mem‘oers]:np of over 5,000.
Contends McCormick: “Any golfer winning the U.S.

: Open or Masters can parlav his fame into a rmlllon dol

lars.”

Where will the IPSA go?

Optimist Sorrell, holds firm that there is no extra
charge for thinking big. Let the ZEeT0es fall where they
may. :

Sorrell adds:
“Those surfers who make the grade will have profes-

sional management, a tremendous advantage in atfract-

ing prospective sponsors,” said Sorrell.

“All applicants will be required to meet a standard of '

conduct, for their protection as well as IPSA’s.
“The TPSA will be strictly run for the surfers. Our aims
are to further their bargaining power and develop therr

potential.

“There just 1sn’t room for borderline behavror

Some avenues being explored at pr esent are ret:rement
and accident and health plans.

Sorrell doesn’t see more than 30 pro sutfers at the: out-
set, so obviously qualifications are to be rigid.

“Ability and social aceeptance will be the hallmarks of

a pro surfer,”’ Sorrell said.

Committed to pro tour e
“But he must also have a flexible schedule which will

allow him ‘freedom of movement: for as long as six

months of the year. Onee enrolled he is committed to the
entire pro tour.

“Those surfers who are engaged in business, and can-
not spare the time away from job and family, will, how-
ever, have the opportunity to compete in some of the con-
tests held in their areas.

“We have no w1sh to exclude these deserving individu-
als.”

In June of ’66 the second Surf Spray column remarked
on professionalism by contrasting basketball’s Jerry

board.
Would Doyle bouncing a hasketball one day have as

- much sell and impact? .
A chat with Sorrell reveals a promismg and lucrative

future and leaves no doubt that Doyle had better sharpen
his “ballhandlmg 2

Beware Ed Sulhvan—the smgmg-surfmg Aikaus are
ready. They proved this at Fred Hemmings' wedding

when they spelled the hlred for] and roll group.

- West with surfing’s Mrke Doyle in the presence of a surf-
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Hemmmge ths Peru Surf Trlp

World surfing champion business commitments so I
- Fred Hemmings said yesfer- er- won't be able to make the

tl'.lp 3

; day Tie would be unable to

nounced vesterday.

mmgs “and I have other- two years.
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. A grand goal

What’s your guess for a good time for the 1,000-mile

run?

. Anything under a year turns ouf to be a pretty fast
pace Bill Brooks, for instance, plans to complete 1,000
miles long before Chrsstmas which may give him the Ha-
waiian record for the d1stance

At any rate, it will be an Qutrigger Canoe Club mark,
unless some of the other runners over there beat him
to it. Dr. Frederick Giles, for mstance is in reasonably
hot pursuit,

And Dr. Giles is old enough to be a grandfather.

] know he's a grandfather,” Brooks says, ‘‘becaise

his granddaughter smashed her car into my car last -

week.”’

inBrooks, a Labama boy who is over here in Honolulu
irying to make enough money so he can move back to
Maui some day, is the guiding spirit behind the ‘‘1,000-
mile campaign” at the Outrigger, and he has several doz-
en members out on the trail in pursuit of that distance.

. The running started Jan. 1, and at least some members

re expected to finish 1,000 miles in less than a year,
which is a good clip. ‘The others may take a few months
Ionger

.*The idea behind it is fo emphasme that the Outr1gger
is an athletic club,” Brooks said. “That phrase is in the
first sentence of the club constitution.

. “We have the National AAU volleyball championship
jte‘am, and a great surfing team. We have football and
“baseball teams. And our outrigger cance team is the
world champion. That is, we are the current State cham-

pion, and nobody else has outrlgger racing, so we must

“be the best in the world.

;Swrmmer architect, lots of Hemmingses

" “We are always lookmg for new athletic endeavors to
_stimulate the membershlp, and the 1,000-mile run seemed
to be a good ane. We're giving gold medals for those who
complete the run, silver medals for 750 miles and bronze
for 500.”
Members have their choice of courses, a 1.8-mile route
~around Kapiolani Park, the 2. 25-mile model that goes
‘around the zoo, and 4.5 miles, up Monsarrat and around
.Diamond Head.
£ “Dr. Giles is going the run around Diamond Head on
hls birthday on March 19, Brooks said.

_Among the other runners in the 1.000-mile race. are T
Harry Huffaker, the channel swimmer, who is getting in
~ shape for a new water attempt. He became the second

man to swim the Molokai Channel last year, and now
: plans to try the swim between the Big Island and Maui.
{It’s about 30 miles, and he expects to take almost that

_‘many hours. S0 far as it is known, it has never been_

: swum before) -_.;, e e e

 Hemmings currently rep-
make the trip to Peru for the Veuants ag New Yorg s:ff-
championships there, as an- poard manufacturing firm.
In his place will go Eddie

< “I've just recently ‘gotten Aikua, who has made the fi-
* married” explained Hem- nals at Makaha for the past
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Hemmings Will
Surf in Peru
Champi’onslﬁps '

Fred Hemmmgs Jr., the
wor‘lds_urfﬁg”ﬁlﬁmpnmrwﬂl
join the Hawaii surfing team
at the Lima, Peru, Invita-
tional Championships, which
begin Saturday.

Earlier, Hemmings had
announced business commit--
ments would prevent him
from making the frip.

The team representing Ha-
waii —: Mike Holmes, Joey
Cabell,» Clyde Aikau, Ben

Aipa, Butch Van Artsdalen.
‘and Reno Abillero. f

All sort of Hemmmgses are 1unmng, although young '

Fred appears to have slowed down since his marriage,
Jjudging from the daily entry sheet at the club.
*-:". Henry Ayau, the front man at Duke’s, is in the race,
i “and so is architect Hayden Phillips, who appears to have
i'clocked 1.8 miles almost every day.
¢ -“Most men run after work,” Brooks said, “although a
“few do their miles at noon, or in the early morning.

“It’s great for getting to know people who hang around

the park. I see almost the same faces every day. They
yell encouragement as I go by.

“One old guy keeps velhng fo me: ‘Keep gomg hoy,
“you'll live to be 100 that way.’
I always answer back: ‘I already am 100.° It keeps
thim confused.”

Exercise in forture

Ron Haworth, the Star-Bulletin surfing writer Who is

,gut to be the only scribe ever to make 1,000 miles, says
7 ﬁhat the club is expected to start a junior running pro-
‘gram, and eéven a women’s program, soon.

“We also would like to get some competition started
with some other club,” he said. “Maybe the Central ¥,
_where they had a running program last year?”

wif

% (How about it, Central?)

:  One little Ouf:rigger exercise that is NOT likely to catch
—on, however, is the dash up the 10 {lights of stairs at the
"““nearby Colony Surf. :
_ “Tt’s sheer torture,” Ron says. ‘‘Some of our volleyball-
‘ers use that run to keep in shape. Peter Balding, the club
captain, has the record, 61 seconds.

- “He did it on his first try. Funny thing is everybody
Gviakes his best time on his first try. After that, he knows

gwhat he is up against and never seems to be able to make

»good time again.”

>l< E b 3k

mg OVERTIME: Sparkling L. A. columnist Mel Durslag,

ﬁ‘espondrng to our leader’s remarks on under-led cops and

iver age stadia, replies: “One watching Hawaii Five-O
ould never surmise that law enforcement is under-led

Jover there. The cops on that show have yet to blow a

ease,

& “You have to admire a mayor who announces that big

,'league sports won’t come to his town for 30 years. If the
ayor of Anaheim (population 150,000) had taken that at-

mtude, no baseball would be there today. Nor would you

fsee it in Montreal, or in places once considered rustic,

;uoh as San Diego, Oakland and Seattle.

i <1 like that forward civic look: We're bush league for

ﬁe years and will be dragged from if, klckmg and

@creammg 2 :
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