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Tracking Tom o
Part Three: The hero Wise : | o

From page AA-1 Tom Selleck’” sign, had a i
! But the look on the star’s  task before them. . _
_ face after still another awk- A booster bunch made up |

1
!
i

ward m»ﬁna_u.n at the ball Om _.Tm ZMNJEE.. P.I. staff
showed he did care abour the  and crew and lead by Womnh
way he played. Mosley (the show's helicop-
‘As he rose up from the terflying T.C.) started to
floor once more you could foot as the teams changed
see the determination in his  sides for the second game.
eyes. The hometowners got ad-
You could almost see him  ditional support from out-of-
say to himself that he was towners who thought they

better than this were here initially just to see
Then came the icebreaker. Selleck. i ; |
Outrig-

The six-foot, four-inch star Each point the
was at the net. . : e
Iu..m teammares, mom.mm:m Em Othor evidonce of
predicament, now did their : z 3
best to play to his strength  Selleck’s  serious-
which he soon proved was in  ness was now flow-
the territory abour four feet ing forth. _
above the net. _
The perfect feed came, the
ve never played chess’’ ; ! star leaped and slammed  gers'’ scored got roaring ap-
L . home the ball. The USA proval.
coaches could not return it. In no wume at all, the
“KILL, TOM SELLECK!"" match stood two games to
the announcer emphatically one for the “Qutriggers.”’
pronounced. Selleck’s squad was scoring
The crowd, in the midst of with  tegularity and  the %
a frenzied cheer, almost crowd’s attention again
drowned out the announce- began to drift. exemplified -

:H\\.

ment. i by Hillerman and Purcell
Coming down from his who now were chatting away.
leap, Selleck rurned and In the fourth game, the

‘looked ovet at John Hiller- “Outriggers” jumped out to
man (Higgins in Magnum) a small lead. Bur the USA
who was sitting next to Pur-  coaches had not given up o

cell on the team bench. Scrapping back they made
Hillerman urged him on it two games apiece with a
in a very un-Higgins-like win.
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way. ¢ The announcer explained
The kill secemed to spatk the last game would be a e
his team to rally back with a seven-point tie breaker which . il

—HJ..—U m:»a—l—zmx( string of points. could be won by only onc [ e
, Other evidence of Selleck’s  point. L ,
| ‘scriousness was now flowing The coaches had the mo- .
“ forch. mentum and took a two-
; Droplets of perspiration  point lead. [
| began to pout from his per- The crowd suddenly sens- |
| son ed cthat Selleck could go |
|
gl

At one point, after a home aloser. So did the star. St

respectable dive for a ball, “LET'S GO TOM, " a wo-
.m towel boys at his behest rush-  man stood up and shourted.
o ed over to mop up the large Selleck srared ar the score-

wet spot he had created. board above and headed

He was. indeed. out of back to serve the ball, cheer-
shape. Streams of sweat mat-  ing his team on. i

ted his hair and ran down his The rotation had brought _ W
face, him to the back court, not |

. All present sensed his de-  his strength.
site. to take chis lictle exhibi- His first service brought , L

| tion game setiously. his team a point to a thun- e

He not only had to look te-  derous roar. His second serv-
spectable, but now he had  ice lost his team the serve toa
put himself in the position of chorus of *‘Ohs. " o
having to be on the winning Then; as if someone had
side. wtitten a script for this

To do that his team would  drama,  Selleck * flung  his
have to come back. The dis-  body forward, stretched out
tractions  of the ‘opening his arm and saved a ball at
hoopla had ‘cost them the (he last moment from hitting
first game by a wide margin.  the floor, oy

The *‘Outriggers,’’ as one It was a sparkling play that | =~
fan  from " Chicago called erased the memoty of all | s
them on her “‘Chicago loves those first game unsuccessful |

: : . attempts. |

As he rose from the floor
and turned to his teammares,
you could see this was all the
inspiration they needed to |
take the match,

The star was a hero.

The fans in the crowd
could go home knowing their
idol was the winner they _
always thought he was while = |
others were shown the stuff it
takes to be a star.
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“*Service Tom Selleck™’ Talking to hims

In Tracking Tom, Part Four .
(of a five-part series): ‘‘A
Dream Fulfilled,”’ a woman
tells of her encounter with
the star after a two-year, : .
dream-filled search. W . : ,
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Getting under it
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Falling star




